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 December 2022 Weekly Events 

FLC (Family Life Center); FH (Fellowship Hall); 
HH (Horizon House); YL (Youth Loft) 

Sundays: 

Traditional Worship Service 8:30 AM (Sanctuary) 

Hebrews Coffee Time 9:30 AM (FH)  

Sunday School 9:45 AM  

Hebrews Coffee Time 10:45 AM (FH)  

Blended Worship Service 11:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

Sunday UMYF 5:00 PM (YL) 

Mondays: 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:30 AM (HH) 

Tai Chi 11:00 AM (FLC) 

Quilters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Fourther’s Emmaus Group 5:00 PM (HH) 

Tuesdays: 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Journeymen Emmaus Group 6:30 PM (Offsite/Zoom) 

Wednesdays: 

Wesley Value Meal 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM (FLC) 

Small Groups 6:00 PM (Adult Ed Wing) 

St. John’s Ringers Rehearsal 6:30 PM (FH Adult Ed Wing Room #110) 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM (Choir Room #101) 

Wednesday Evening Support Group 7:00 PM (HH) 

Thursdays: 

Weight Watchers Group 9:30 AM (FH) 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Everyday Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 PM (Sanctuary) 

Living Solutions 7:00 PM (HH) 

Fridays: 

Crafters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Saturdays: 

Eye of the Storm Reunion Group 7:30 AM (Offsite) 

Weight Watchers Group 8:30 AM (FH) 

Saturday Morning Support Group 9:30 AM (HH) 

December 2022 Events 

• Thursday, December 1 - December 22: 

Advent Bible Study in FLC Room #114 

• Thursday, December 1: Chosen Movie in 

Family Life Center 

• Monday, December 5 & 19: Stephen’s 

Minister Meeting in Horizon House 

• Friday, December 9: MOPS Christmas Party 

in Adult Ed Room #112 

• Saturday, December 10: Saturday with Santa 

• Sunday, December 11: Old Fashion 

Christmas Dinner 

• Monday, December 12: Evangelism 101 in 

Sanctuary 

• Tuesdays December 13 & 27: Game Day in 

Horizon House 

• Tuesday, December 13: UMM Christmas 

Party at Georgetown Country Club 

• Wednesday, December 14: Gingerbread 

House Build at Wesley Value Meal in Family 

Life Center 

• Wednesday, December 14: Finance Meeting 

in Church office 

• Saturday, December 17: Christmas Caroling 

• Monday, December 19: Trustees Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall 

• Monday, December 19: Single Board 

Meeting in Sanctuary 

• December 21 - 23: Live Nativity on St. John’s 

Front Lawn 

• Saturday, December 24: Family Christmas 

Eve & Candlelight Christmas Eve services in 

Sanctuary 

• Sunday, December 25: Julotta service & 

Blended Worship service in Sanctuary 

• December 26 - January 2: Church Office 

Closed 
Wesley Value Meal Menus - WEDNESDAYS 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, December 7 

Host: United Methodist Men 

Ham, Hashbrown Casserole, Lemon Pepper Green Beans, Rolls 

Wednesday, December 14 GINGERBREAD HOUSE BUILD 

Host: Wesley Value Committee 

Sandwiches, Cookies, Chips 

Wednesday, December 21 - Friday, December 23 

LIVE NATIVITY 

Host: Wesley Value Committee 

12/21 - Pizza Pasta, Mixed Vegetables, French Bread 

12/22 - Chili 

12/23 - Schlotzkys Sandwiches 
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“EVERY GOOD GIFT, EVERY PERFECT GIFT, COMES FROM ABOVE.  THESE GIFTS COME DOWN 
FROM THE FATHER, THE CREATOR OF THE HEAVENLY LIGHTS, IN WHOSE CHARACTER 
THERE IS NO CHANGE AT ALL.”  

~ James 1:17 

Use Your Gift to Share Christ’s Love 
by Rev. Darren Walker 

Have you ever said something like “Me?  I don’t know how to do anything special.”  I 

have heard amazingly talented people say that after doing something incredible.  It is as if 

they think, if I can do it, it can’t be that special.  Do not be that person! 

Many years ago, I served a little country church.  One summer, one of the ladies decided 

we needed to have a summer program for the adults after Vacation Bible School was over.  

There was no money for such a program, but she was determined.  In talking with the 

other women, the lady mentioned she knew how to cut out shadow silhouettes with 

pinking shears and would be glad to teach the others but that was hardly more than a 

couple of hours’ worth of programming.  Inspired by this, another lady said she knew how 

to make flowers out of burlap and florist wire.  Someone else said she could teach the 

basics of quilting in an evening or two.  By the time the group broke up, they realized 

while not everyone could do everything, everyone could do something.  By working 

together, they developed a 5-week craft program that was a big success that summer. 

When you are asked to bring your gifts and talents to the service of our church, do not 

start with what you can not do.  Consider what you can do and think about how you can 

use what you do well to benefit the ministries we share together. If you need some help, 

talk with people who know you and love you and ask them what it is you do well and how 

can you use that to serve Jesus. 

I knew a man who loved to fish and chose to use that as a bridge to connect with kids at 

Glen Lake Camp who did not connect easily with the other kids.  They were able to 

experience Christ’s love through this man’s patient guidance as they learned to fish.  

There was a lady with beautiful penmanship who decided she would send birthday cards 

and missed you cards and get-well cards to the children in the Sunday School and then 

expanded that to include all the members of the church.  Are you good at organizing 

closets or libraries?  Are you good at throwing away things?  Can you put a shine on a 

linoleum floor like nobody’s business?  Gardener?  Power washer?  Painter?  Babysitter? 

Over nearly forty years of ministry, I have learned that nearly everything I have ever 

studied or learned has come in handy at some point or other in my ministry.  As an 

undergraduate, I studied Puppetry as an elective.  In seminary, I took a Locksmith course.  

Neither of those are ever part of a theological education in preparation for ministry.  I 

have used both to share the Gospel. 

My question to you is “What do you do well or really enjoy doing?  Once you decide on 

the answer, the challenge is then “How can I use this to share Christ’s Love today?” 

Grace and Peace, 

 



4 

 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM in Youth Loft 

Sunday School 

When it comes to gifts, I feel like the “Little Drummer Boy”.  I don’t sing well, I don’t play a 

musical instrument; I can’t knit prayer shawls …..   So, I thought long and hard about what gift 

I can bring, and finally I realized that I can give the gift of listening. 

We all want to be good listeners.  Most of us have probably even had classes on how to be a 

good listener.  Look into the person’s eyes, lean forward, repeat what they’ve said from time to 

time, and ask questions to make sure you’ve understood.  Yes these are all good tips – but what 

about spiritual listening.  When you actually surrender yourself to the other person, pray for 

them, and are open to having agape love for them.   

To listen spiritually, you must make a decision to listen!  Really listen!  This may feel strange at 

first and like hard work.  You must suspend judgment and resist the temptation to solve the 

other’s problems for them.  Resist “Me, too” ism – “Oh yeah and when that happened to me 

….”, and cheap consolation, such as “Oh that’s not so bad”.  Do not analyze or interpret. Do not 

be thinking about how you’re going to answer. Simply give the other person your heart and 

place their need to be heard over your own need to be heard.  

James 1:19 says “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be “quick to hear, slow to 

speak, and slow to anger.” 

Good listening is a gift to give to another person.  Jesus is our model.  

The Gift of Listening 
by Carolyn Henry, Congregational Coordinator 

Do you love mission work? We are looking to start our Missions Committee and get back out into 

the world that Christ has called us to go. If you are interested in becoming the chairperson or being 

on our Mission Team, please contact Carolyn Henry at congregationcare@stjohnsumc.cc. 

Mission Committee Chair 

****************************************************************** 
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 The Music of the Ainur 
by David Pencil, Director of Music Ministry 

While considering the nature of music as a gift from God for this month's newsletter, I find myself recalling the 

first chapter from J. R. Tolkien's "The Silmarillion." Many of you may already be aware that Tolkien was a 

devout Christian and employed many Christian themes in his writing and world-building. The Silmarillion is a 

history of the world of "The Lord of the Rings" long before the events of those novels, and in the first chapter, 

Tolkien describes the creation story for his world in a captivating way that I feel so eloquently captures the 

nature of music. Here is an excerpt from that chapter. It is worth reading the whole thing if you get the chance. 

"There was Eru, the One, who in Arda is called Iluvatar; and he made first the Ainur, the Holy Ones, that were 

the offspring of his thought, and they were with him before aught else was made. And he spoke to them, 

propounding to them themes of music; and they sang before him, and he was glad. But for a long while they 

sang only each alone, or but few together, while the rest hearkened; for each comprehended only that part of 

the mind of Iluvatar from which he came, and in the understanding of their brethren they grew but slowly. Yet 

ever as they listened, they came to deeper understanding, and increased in unison and harmony." 

"And it came to pass that Iluvatar called together all the Ainur and declared to them a mighty theme, unfolding 

to them things greater and more wonderful than he had yet revealed; and the glory of its beginning and the 

splendor of its end amazed the Ainur, so that they bowed before Iluvatar and were silent." 

"Then Iluvatar said to them: 'Of the theme that I have declared to you, I will now that ye make in harmony 

together a Great Music. And since I have kindled you with the Flame Imperishable, ye shall show forth your 

powers in adorning this theme, each with his own thoughts and devices, if he will. But I will sit and hearken 

and be glad that through you great beauty has been wakened into song." 

"Then the voices of the Ainur, like unto harps and lutes, and pipes and trumpets, and viols and organs, and like 

unto countless choirs singing with words, began to fashion the theme of Iluvatar to a great music; and a sound 

arose of endless interchanging melodies woven in harmony that passed beyond hearing into the depths and into 

the heights, and the places of the dwelling of Iluvatar were filled to overflowing, and the music and the echo of 

the music went out into the Void, and it was not void. Never since have the Ainur made any music like to this 

music, though it has been said that a greater still shall be made before Iluvatar by the choirs of the Ainur and 

the Children of Iluvatar after the end of days. Then the themes of Iluvatar shall be played aright, and take Being 

in the moment of their utterance, for all shall then understand fully his intent in their part, and each shall know 

the comprehension of each, and Iluvatar shall give to their thoughts the secret fire, being well pleased." 

It goes on to describe the attempts of Melkor, greatest of the Ainur, to create his own music apart from Iluvatar, 

causing discord among the other Ainur, and then of new themes that Iluvatar introduces to stand against the 

cacophony. Finally, "in the midst of this strife, whereat the halls of Iluvatar shook and a tremor ran out into the 

silences yet unmoved, Iluvatar arose a third time, and his face was terrible to behold. Then he raised up both his 

hands, and in one chord, deeper than the Abyss, higher than the Firmament, piercing as the light of the eye of 

Iluvatar, the Music ceased. 

"Then Iluvatar spoke, and he said: 'Mighty are the Ainur, and mightiest among them is Melkor; but that he may 

know, and all the Ainur, that I am Iluvatar, those things that ye have sung, I will show them forth, that ye may 

see what ye have done. And thou, Melkor, shalt see that no theme may be played that hath not its uttermost 

source in me, nor can any alter the music in my despite. For he that attempteth this shall prove but mine 

instrument in the devising of things more wonderful, which he himself hath not imagined.'" 
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Gifts & Giving 
by Kathryn Price, Director of Family Ministry 

When I give someone a gift, I like to see how he or she uses it.  It gives me pleasure to see my 

gift used and enjoyed, not put on a shelf or in a “safe place”. 

I believe God is the same way about the gifts He gives us.  Whatever your gift may be, it 

pleases Him when we use it to help and bless others. 

I believe God has given me many gifts:  good health, patience and a voice with which to sing 
His praises and tell others about Jesus.  I always welcome any opportunity to use these and all 

the gifts with which I have been blessed to share His love to all who will receive it. 

Ms. Kathryn sharing her 

gift of teaching with the 

kids during Sunday school 
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Share Your Gift 
by Travis Fraser, Director of Youth Ministry 

As Christians, Christmas should be a time to glorify Christ, but as imperfect humans we tend to 

look to the commercialized side of the holiday. We can’t wait to see the lights, the Christmas 

music playing, the parades, the stockings, and most of all the presents! Now, I’m not saying any 

of these are a bad thing but there is no reason why we can’t bring the two together. God has 

given every one of us our own special and unique present. Some people know exactly what it is 

and have known their whole life, some think they know only to look back years down the road 

and realize that wasn’t their present at all. Unfortunately, some go their whole life looking to 

find it and never know, but that doesn’t mean they didn’t have one. See your unique present is 

not just for you, it’s your gift to share with as many as you can! You may never realize what 

that present is, but the people you share it with do. I have always seen myself as a creative 

person. I thought that was my gift. I also have been a very patient person so maybe that is it. 

Well, as time has passed, I realize that those are too specific. I now have come to realize that 

my present from God is that I am a NURTURER! To know this gift is hard because it needs to 

be given, but it’s not that hard when you have it. I have told my wife that I feel like my purpose 

in life is to make her happy. Then we had kids, and now that present is shared with them as 

well. I use this present to help my mother when she needs me, to guide the youth through their 

own Christian path to help them find their gifts! So, in this time of lights and carols remember 

to look for your gift and share it with everyone you meet! 

Travis Fraser, Johnny Fraser, Cody Champion, & Kelsey Williams helping the United 

Methodist Men to put the Christmas luminaries on the front lawn of the church. 
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We had a great day at our Come Home for Christmas Celebration on Saturday, November 19, 

2022. We made $18,404.67 in total funds. We gave $500 to our Helping Hands fund in honor of 

Steve Stephenson and $800 into a designated fund for future fundraisers. Net to the church was 

$17,104.67 which was $3,000 more than we budgeted. Thank you to everyone who worked so 

hard to make this a successful event, and thank you to Linda Gusnowski for her leadership and 

organizational skills to get this done! 
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****************************************************************** 
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The Gift of Learning 
by Michelle Cousineau, Executive Secretary/Communications Coordinator 

I had to pray a lot about this month’s article theme, “What Is Your Gift?” The reason is that I 

wanted to go beyond what is obvious to see and find out if there was something else that I did 

not view as a gift. After all, I could have just talked about my gift of communication or my gift 

of singing (sort of) or my gift of parenting or being a good spouse. All of these are gifts, 

however, I felt like those were not really the gifts I should be talking about because while I am 

good at those, my passion does not necessarily intersect with them. 

I realized I had a gift that the Holy Spirit has given me a definite passion. That is leading and 

facilitating Bible studies. My passion to help others learn Bible Literacy. I love leading people 

through the Bible, especially women, because I think we have forgotten much of what it says 

in there. I love to sit and just listen to what has come out of the homework from the week from 

all my ladies. I learn so much more, and it increases my desire to know the Bible better. Bible 

Literacy is a tool for each of us to learn who God was, is, and always will be. It is a tool that 

allows us to take us out of the readings and put God as the lead in the story. We need to know 

who God is before we can know who we are in relation to God. Jen Wilkin says, “The Bible is 

not a mirror for us to look in to see ourselves, it is a lens for us to see our great God better.” I 

love that image. 

This gift has stirred up a need in me to learn more, to be better at helping others learn more. I 

make a commitment to each of you, I will continue to teach Bible Literacy to the best of my 

ability with the help of the Holy Spirit. I will continue to run Bible studies that focus on this 

for as long as you will have me. I will continue to learn who God is, so that I can see who I am 

in relation to Him. This has become my calling and it is only through the Holy Spirit of God 

that I am able to facilitate, teach, and lead. I thank God for using my gifts in this way and for 

leading me to all of you. 

My challenge is that you join us for Bible study this next semester. The women are studying 
“God of Covenant: A Study of Genesis 12-50” by Jen Wilkin. I know there is a rumor going 
around that Chuck Russell and Ruth Jackson may be starting a Discipleship study class next 

fall. If there are any men in the church who would like to start their own study, please contact 
Michelle. I know that as soon as “The Chosen” has their third study out, we will be doing that 
one as well. Join us as we learn who God is and learn to love Him more deeply because of that 

knowledge. 

Join us Tuesdays, this January - March to 

study Genesis 12-50 together. Go to 

https://stjohnsumc.cc/connect/bible-study 

to register for the class today. We have a 

11:00 AM & a 6:30 PM session available. 

https://stjohnsumc.cc/connect/bible-study
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 A Message from the Information Task Force 

1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; for 

many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

To provide open avenues of communication, the Information Task Force has erected a separate website to 

provide information to church members regarding the status of the United Methodist Church.   

The website is completely independent of St Johns’ UMC website to allow ample space for data and a 

more focused opportunity to find the information germane to our mission which is to make an educated 

and discerning decision.  The goal of the Task Force is to provide all researched and discovered 

information to the members as we collectively move forward to a decision to remain in a changing UMC 

congregation or disaffiliate as a traditional Methodist congregation.  The website can be accessed as 

follows:  https://www.friends-of-st-johns-umc-gtx.com/ .  This website is user friendly, easy and simple 

to navigate.  The website will be updated as new information becomes available.   

Philippians 1:9-10 

And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help 

you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 

A Message from the Service Team 

In June of this year, St. John’s changed the worship times from one All For One service at 10:30 to a 

traditional service at 8:30 and a blended service at 11:00 The Service Team that worked on this change 

will be meeting in January to review the services. We would most appreciate your comments, 

observations, and suggestions, We are not intending to change the service times or styles at this time - we 

are only seeking to improve what we are doing. Please contact us prior to the new year so your voice may 

be heard. 

Rev. Darren Walker pastor@stjohnsumc.cc 

John Aleman beingjohnaleman@gmail.com 

Barbara Baughman bjb195209@gmail.com 

Dayne Carlson dmcarlson@suddenlink.net 

Denise Williams ndenisewilliams@gmail.com 

The Leach Family Christmas light 

display is up and running. Come 

drive by and enjoy the show. Tune 

your radio to FM 88.9. Show runs 

from 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM nightly. 

****************************************************************** 

****************************************************************** 

https://www.friends-of-st-johns-umc-gtx.com/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jhs8zRQYSKs4xTaNtpH0NOSPrVEzAqZLxs0sPPiQXMRnqdaNkD8JkhmHoYoJLh9oDkoVJqDlTGAPBi01RRKzitpDg-W2Ou-5O5XIEXl4unHv8ZHAj8Vnrv2dsadMvd1BG1rGRdiXZte_ZFR_bySzqg==&c=jgfqRsM7_idCga1tRqKZABvY64cMRKs4qWjGeM5avr9--2CcSqWyVQ==&ch=lSDL2upla2-b
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jhs8zRQYSKs4xTaNtpH0NOSPrVEzAqZLxs0sPPiQXMRnqdaNkD8JkvnCJgu1p-o_biS3CVxoWTDg8VnvoYShkPDptOZkrcG2snJ_Qnh1KtWTJI_eEinQvk8HVTU7midhZ2BwS-DC2EFYcxffOy5DuFYaipX7fl-f&c=jgfqRsM7_idCga1tRqKZABvY64cMRKs4qWjGeM5avr9--2CcSqWyVQ==&ch=lSDL
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jhs8zRQYSKs4xTaNtpH0NOSPrVEzAqZLxs0sPPiQXMRnqdaNkD8JkhmHoYoJLh9oo1Ge-1pXAgdYbXvZ3_FkCik9hj3O9Q1lZ9RQlkQJYkOAY7C9jMQfa8rq85jCXHWMXo3sYf7Z57FptikZXsSQ1A==&c=jgfqRsM7_idCga1tRqKZABvY64cMRKs4qWjGeM5avr9--2CcSqWyVQ==&ch=lSDL2upla2-b
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jhs8zRQYSKs4xTaNtpH0NOSPrVEzAqZLxs0sPPiQXMRnqdaNkD8JkhmHoYoJLh9o3J0dW7YctUsa2_FYqFTfl0iPyiM_mWP3b0a5WkrtRAJk7EhIqNG0kNjOarb1GXzQCWzV3FaYZk0Sa6CYE2vZ2r0dn5YK-47F&c=jgfqRsM7_idCga1tRqKZABvY64cMRKs4qWjGeM5avr9--2CcSqWyVQ==&ch=lSDL
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jhs8zRQYSKs4xTaNtpH0NOSPrVEzAqZLxs0sPPiQXMRnqdaNkD8JkhmHoYoJLh9ou89BQ3GGiUTV3koFvnLy59RY1GsZaW1w7DR44a33UD1y_Uree9B4f5a8BpAgOWUIzEHi8FEp2NKjZTjhw7dUofK6M2RxKwy5&c=jgfqRsM7_idCga1tRqKZABvY64cMRKs4qWjGeM5avr9--2CcSqWyVQ==&ch=lSDL
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Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request for the St. John’s Prayer Team, you can: 

1) Write your request on the weekly attendance card 

2) Call the church office @512-863-5886. 

3) E-mail the Prayer Team directly at prayerteam@stjohnsumc.cc 

New requests are welcomed and discussed each Monday morning by the Prayer Team, and then 

sent to Michelle for publication in the Sunday bulletin. Requests that come in after the bulletin 

has been printed are added to the bulletin the following week, but shared via email with the 

Prayer Team ASAP. Any request marked CONFIDENTIAL is prayed for during the Monday 

meeting, and not published in the minutes or bulletin. All discussions during our meetings are 

kept private and not discussed elsewhere. The names remain in the bulletin for three weeks, 

then are removed. Those that require continued prayer are moved to the Ongoing Prayer 

Concerns list on the Church website. The Prayer Team members try to update this list to keep it 

current, and follow-ups by the original requesters are much appreciated. If follow-up is 

impossible, the names are eventually removed. 

We remain calm and encouraged by the fact that Our Heavenly Father is well aware of the 

needs of each and every individual. We do our best to keep the list current and yet not 

cumbersome. 

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe 

For the St. John’s Prayer Team 
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Martha’s Musings 
by Martha Arizpe, Prayer Team Chairperson 

I am writing this article on Sunday, November 6, which is All Saints Sunday. During the 

service, there was a very moving segment when Pastor Darren read the names of those who 

have passed on this year, accompanied by a solemn ring of a deep bell. The names of newborns 

were then read, accompanied by a happy bell with a jingling sound. Now I would normally 

write something “Christmassy” for this newsletter, but when the Lord nudges you in another 

direction, you simply must redirect yourself. After the service, as I was contemplating how very 

nice the remembrances were, my tiny mind wandered over to the Apostle Paul. Now, as you 

surely recall, Paul was originally named “Saul”, and he was a truly bad man. After his 

encounter with Christ and his subsequent transformation, he became a prolific writer and 

teacher of the words of Jesus. Ultimately, Paul dies, and is welcomed into heaven. And here is 

where my little mind diverted itself to: Isn’t it possible that at least some of the many Christians 

that Paul had killed when he was Saul were also in heaven? One always thinks of seeing your 

dearly departed loved ones in the Hereafter, and what a glorious reunion that will be; but did 

these victims have to be confronted by Saul/Paul? Yikes! Sounds most unpleasant for all 

concerned. Who wants to come face to face with their earthly executioner? Now I know that 

once we are in heaven, we are transformed and apparently look different, so maybe that is in 

play here. Maybe that is God’s way of protecting both the always-innocent and the blessedly 

saved from recognizing one another. I know that there are no tears in heaven, so there must be 

some way that God protects us from seeing things that would upset us and still blesses us with 

recognizing our loved ones. Now my little mind once again goes off on a tangent: is this why 

Jesus said that His Father’s house had many mansions? Does God still protect our fragile hearts 

even after death? Or do our hearts not care about earthly traumas once we are in God’s 

presence? After careful deliberation with myself, I concluded that this information is just not 

mine to know. God alone oversees such matters, and what a blessed relief that is! God has given 

me several things in my life that I alone oversee; what happens in heaven is not one of those 

things. Like the rest of you, I will wait and be surprised. Thank you, Dear Lord, for the hope of 

heaven. It is such a gift to know that heaven is within our grasp. Amen. 

Blessings and Merry Christmas to All! 

Martha Arizpe 

St. John’s Prayer Team 



14 

 

12/01 

Evelyn Mitchell 

12/02 

Diette Williams 

12/03 

Martha Arizpe 

Jacqueline Gordon 

12/06 

Linda Nix 

12/08 

Rhonda Kondo 

12/09 

Bennie Davis 

Heidi Derning 

Tina Lawhon 

Chuck Russell 

Sharon Tanner 

12/14 

Wendy Johnson 

12/16 

Danny Walker 

12/17 

Nancy Bottlinger 

12/21 

Nikki Edge 

12/22 

Brett Derning 

12/24 

Lacey Manning 

12/25 

Joyce Lindler-Hale 

12/26 

Brandt Daniel Rider 

12/29 

Ruth Croteau 

Glenda Rutten 

12/30 

Karole Tanner 

12/31 

Jeff Cousineau 

Melanie Noles 

Katie Weyant 

12/01 

Charley & Rita Cherry 

12/02 

Lyle & Ashley Fraser 

12/07 

Scott & Kris Van Sickle 

Dean & Anna Lowary 

12/14 

R.D. & Sharon Gibson 

12/17 

Stu & Mina Leonhart 

12/20 

John & Sandra Isbell 

12/27 

Kent & Judy Conner 

Clint & Rejeanna Fraser 

Dean & Carolyn May 

12/28 

George & JoAnne Gaytan 

12/29 

Richard & Marilyn Seemann 
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Sunday, December 4 
Communion Sunday 

 Sunday, 
December 11 

Sunday,  
December 18 

 Sunday,  
December 25  

 

8:30 Traditional Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker   

Liturgist Dean May LouAnne Case John Aleman   

Ushers Ken & Rhonda Kondo 
Chris & Renee 

Cantwell 

Linda Nix & Judy 

Conner 
  

Communion 
Clark & Nancy 

Bottlinger 
    

11:00 Blended Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Carolyn Henry Chuck Tencer Jay Barnes Walt Hancock  

Ushers Gene & Tina Lawhon 
Michelle & Cody 

Champion 

Terry & Patsy 

Blackburn 

Denise & Kelsey 

Williams 
 

Communion 
Carolyn Henry & 

Nikki Underwood 
    

Hebrews Hosts  

 New Beginnings Class Seekers Class Homebuilders Class 
Faith/Ignite/Youth 

Classes 
 

Monthly Attendance 

November - 22 Worship Total Monthly Avg 
      

2022 Tot 639 160 

2021 Tot 461 115 

*Does not include online numbers 

Year-to-Date Financials 

October - 22 
Church Activity 

YTD 
Annual 
Budget 

      

Income $447,764 $493,492 

Expenses $447,047 $547,896 
      

 NET $717 ($54,404) 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. John's has been a part of the Georgetown Community for over 140 years. 
 
We started as a group of Swedish immigrants who joined together in their homes 
to study, worship and pray and built our first church building in 1882.  At that 
time, we were known as the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Brushy Church 
(Svenska Metodistkyrkan at Brushy). 
 
The original church stood at the intersection of Westinghouse Road and FM 
1460.  Our church cemetery is still at this location. 
 
In 1906 we moved to town, to our present home at 311 E. University Avenue, and 
in 1938 we changed our name to St. John's Methodist Church. 
 
In 1968, when the Methodist Church joined with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, St. John's became St. John's United Methodist Church. 
 
Come join us and share in our rich history and heritage of celebrating God's love. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
Phone: 512-863-5886 

Website: www.stjohnsumc.cc 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Food Pantry Hours: Wednesdays 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
 

Follow us on 


