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August 2022 Weekly Events 

FLC (Family Life Center); FH (Fellowship Hall); 
HH (Horizon House); YL (Youth Loft) 

Sundays: 

Traditional Worship Service 8:30 AM (Sanctuary) 

Hebrews Coffee Time 9:30 AM (FH)  

Sunday School 9:45 AM  

Hebrews Coffee Time 10:45 AM (FH)  

Blended Worship Service 11:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

Sunday UMYF 5:00 PM (YL) 

Mondays: 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:30 AM (HH) 

Tai Chi 11:00 AM (FLC) 

Quilters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Fourther’s Emmaus Group 5:00 PM (HH) 

Tuesdays: 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Journeymen Emmaus Group 6:30 PM (Offsite/Zoom) 

Wednesdays: 

Small Groups 6:00 PM (Adult Ed Wing) 

Wednesday Evening Support Group 7:00 PM (HH) 

Thursdays: 

Weight Watchers Group 9:30 AM (FH) 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Everyday Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 PM (Sanctuary) 

Living Solutions 7:00 PM (HH) 

Fridays: 

Crafters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Saturdays: 

Eye of the Storm Reunion Group 7:30 AM (Offsite) 

Weight Watchers Group 8:30 AM (FH) 

Saturday Morning Support Group 9:30 AM (HH) 

August 2022 Events 

• Monday August 1 & 15: 

Stephen’s Minister Meeting in 

Horizon House 

• August 8 - 12: Mad Science 

Camp in Children’s Ed Wing 

• Tuesdays August 9 & 23 : Game 

Day in Horizon House 

• Tuesday, August 9: UMM 

Meeting in Family Life Center 

• Thursday, August 11: Youth 

volunteer at The ROCK & Pool 

Party 

• Saturday, August 13: UMW 

General Meeting & Baby Shower 

Luncheon Fellowship Hall 

• Monday, August 16: Finance 

Meeting in Church office 

• Monday, August 22: Trustees 

Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

• Monday, August 22: Single 

Board Meeting in Sanctuary 

• Tuesday, August 23: Lunch with 

the Pastor at Wesleyan Estrella 

• Tuesday, August 23: Discussion 

about Disaffiliation in Sanctuary 

• Wednesday, August 31: Wesley 

Value Meal in Family Life 

Center 

Wesley Value Meal Menus 

Wesley Value Meals begin on Wednesday, August 31, 2022 

 

Wednesday, August 31 - Host: Wesley Value Committee 

Taco Salad 
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“THEN I SAW A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH; FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN AND THE FIRST 
EARTH HAD PASSED AWAY, …” 

           ~Revelation 21:1a 

Cows & Joy 

by Rev. Darren Walker 

For my granddaughter’s fifth birthday, we hosted a birthday party for seven of her friends.  

Having raised three boys, this was my first experience with entertaining seven little girls 

all around 5 years of age.  The highlight of the party was when they got to feed the cows. 

My grandfather was a cowboy, a real one.  Growing up, there were many Saturdays when 

I went with him to feed the cows.  It was hard work.  I enjoyed my time with my 

grandfather but feeding the cows was never something I thought of as a fun activity.  Not 

so with these seven little kids.  Cows were not what they were used to being around.  The 

cows were so big.  The girls were able to reach through the fence and pet them.  There 

was lots of giggling, a couple of warnings (“Don’t throw the food AT the cows.  Throw it 

TO them!”), and big, big smiles.  This was something new to them and their joy helped 

me to see an old activity in a new way.  They made it a game because that is what happy 

children do. 

We are children of the Living God.  It will take more effort for us to see old things in new 

ways, but we can do it.  We need to do this, so we don’t lose the Joy of our Faith.  Playing 

is not just for five-year-olds.  Playing helps us experiment, have fun, learn, laugh, grow, 

sometimes win, and deal with failure.  It is so easy the youngest child can do it.  It is so 

vital the oldest adult must remember how.  Feeding cows has a whole new meaning for 

me now because of these little girls.  What in your world would change if you looked with 

a new perspective?  What would be different if you were more caught up in the wonder of 

God’s Good Creation than with what your neighbor might think?  I believe God created us 

for Joy.  We just need to remember how. 

Grace and Peace, 
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9:00 AM - 10:00 AM in Youth Loft 

Sunday School 

Every morning I write down 10 things I’m thankful for and 10 things/people I want to pray 

about/for.  Usually near or at the top of the list of what I’m thankful for is “New day”. A fresh 

start, a new beginning. An opportunity to “begin again”. Although yesterday’s joys and 

blessings will be happy memories for a long time, it’s missteps, mistakes and downright 

blunders can be put aside, and I can move on – to start a fresh day in my walk with the Lord.   

This morning I saw a devotional from “Franciscan media”, and it expressed my feelings 

perfectly.  

Reflect: 

Saint Francis of Assisi famously said, “Let us begin again, for up to now we have done 

nothing.”  Each day is a new start to make a difference in the world around you, to soak up 

God’s mercy and love for you, and to try again to be the best version of yourself for the Lord. 

Pray: 

God, we begin again with the help of your grace. 

In gratitude, we start fresh with a new mindset. 

In joy, we place yesterday into your hands. 

In peace, we take on the responsibilities to serve. 

In hope, we pray for the grace to do the same tomorrow. 

Amen 

Act: 

Do one random act of kindness today as a way of beginning again. 

So, as we begin each new day, may we reflect, pray and act.  And always be grateful.  Each new 

day is a gift from God.  “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in 

it”. Psalm 118:24 

Begin Again 
by Carolyn Henry, Congregational Coordinator 
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Faith Class meets in Adult 

Ed Wing Room #109 

Homebuilder’s Class meets in 

Adult Ed Wing Room #110 

Seekers Class meets in Adult Ed 

Wing Room #112 

Ignite Class meets in Family Life 

Center Room #113 
New Beginnings Class meets in 

Family Life Center Room #114 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE 9:45 AM THROUGHOUT ST. JOHN’S UMC CAMPUS 

Children Classes meet in the 

Children’s Education Wing 

Youth Classes meet in Youth Loft 

(upstairs Family Life Center) 
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Boomer had a blast at Adventure Island with all of you! 
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Thank You for Your Faithfulness & Love 
by Kathryn Price, Director of Family Ministry 

Discovery on Adventure Island was a fun filled week of finding the Infinity Lanterns of God’s Light and 

learning how to shine that light to others. 

There were 33 Explorers who attended this year with about the same number of leaders and helpers.  We would 

like to express our deepest appreciation to everyone involved in making this week so special.  There is not 

enough room here to list everyone by name, but there were 35 adult volunteers and 12 youth helpers.  Like 

Darren said, this cannot be done by just one or two people; this takes a devoted team to bring this to the 

community and our own children at St. John’s.  THANK YOU!!! 

Thank you also for your support of The Locker, our mission this year.  Don’t forget that we will continue to 

collect for them until school starts.  If you aren’t sure what they need, a “wish list” is available. 

Please continue to keep praying for the children! 



8 

 

Keeping Cool with Christ! 
by Travis Fraser, Director of Youth Ministry 

It has been said that if you are not right with the Lord and you want a preview of your eternity, 

visit the great state of Texas in August! IT IS HOOOOOOOT Y’ALL, and as we continue our 

mid-summer baste, it really gets me thinking, how would Jesus handle the heat? If I could be so 

bold, I would say that right now He would be turning WINE into WATER! All jokes aside, 

how do you keep cool with Christ? The simple answer, you trust Him! This is the same God 

who told Moses to strike a rock with a stick in the middle of the desert and water flowed, the 

same God who leads us to still waters, the same God who formed the clouds in the sky to bring 

the rains. Right about now we all might be wishing for some Noah type rain, but we all know 

that’s not what we need. We need to trust God to take care of us, to bring ourselves closer to 

Christ so we can serve him better.  Proverbs 25:13 says, “Trustworthy messengers refresh like 

snow in summer.” Do God’s work, stay right with the Lord, be the trustworthy messengers, 

don’t let the summer heat deter you from serving the Lord and relying on Jesus. Remember the 

many blessings God has placed upon you, it will cool your soul, and take you mind off the heat. 

If by chance you do find yourself dwelling on the heat, let it be motivation, motivation to make 

sure you find yourself in the right eternity. Christ has the power to cool you down, your cups 

will overflow with blessings, He will lead you beside still waters. He will restore your soul!  

Answers from July Newsletter 
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Answers will be in the September Newsletter 
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Sabbath Rest is a Spiritual Discipline 
by Michelle Cousineau, Executive Secretary/Communications Coordinator 

Carolyn Henry gave a great sermon on July 24th that got me thinking. Who do I say God is in 

the storm? Is He still good when everything around me feels like it is falling apart?  

I have a friend who is in the middle of a storm right now. This storm is going to change her 

life dramatically when it is over, and her faith is the kind of faith I want in my storms. She 

knows God is Good and God is Sovereign. Even though she will lose the man she loves to 

cancer, she is still praising God in the middle of her storm. Her mantra has become “Jesus + 

nothing = Everything!” 

Think about that for a moment. What would you do if a storm upended your entire life? Would 

you still say, God is so good to me, or would you curse God or wonder why is He punishing 

you? 

My friend tells me that she is so grateful for the 20+ years she has had with her husband, and 

she cannot wait to see him on the other side of this life. She knows that he will be healed and 

restored completely once he goes to meet Jesus. And that is the best part to her, he will meet 

Jesus and be with Him in eternity. Will she miss her husband while she stays here living life? 

Of course she will. Will she grieve until the day she goes to meet Jesus? Yes, she will. 

However, she will never say God did this awful mean thing to me and took my husband away 

from me. She believes her husband was God’s all along and just on loan to her. 

I know I have difficulty praising God in the storm, but I am learning to be better because God 
gave me someone to learn from on how to praise Him in the storm. I want to encourage you to 
praise God in your storm. Praise Him even when you do not want to or feel like it. Also, do 

not forget to praise Him and thank Him in the good times as well. 

Our Women’s Bible Study, God of Creation: Genesis 1-11 by Jen Wilkin, will begin on 

Tuesdays, September 6 - November 15 at 11:00 AM & 6:30 PM and we still have plenty of 

room for you. If you have never taken a Jen Wilkin study, I encourage you to start here. She is a 

wonderful Bible teacher and her method of teaching Scripture has helped me to understand the 

Scriptures better. Registration is now open at www.stjohnsumc.cc/connect/bible-study. 
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Martha’s Musings 
by Martha Arizpe, Prayer Team Chairperson 

I love jigsaw puzzles. I frequently have one laid out on the dining table, where I work on it 

sporadically. Some of them are really lovely, so I frame them and hang them up on the wall. 

They never fail to elicit a smile. The box shows me what the finished product should look like. 

If you have ever worked on a jigsaw puzzle, you know one must find all the flat-edge outer 

pieces first in order to make the frame and have a boundary in place. Once you do that, the rest 

is a slow process of matching up shapes and colors. I learned the hard way that you do not want 

a puzzle picture of gray wolves playing in the snow. The pieces all look alike! Pretty soon your 

eyes are crossing and a sense of profound failure sets in. Your normal fun attitude becomes, 

shall we say, a tad sour. You will begin to verbally berate the poor puzzle, for being exactly 

what it was when you bought it - a lovely picture of gray wolves frolicking in the snow. Even if 

you love gray wolves and snow, and I really do, it makes no difference now. Frustration has set 

in, joy has left the room, and your prior anticipation of a fun activity has withered. I am not a 

quitter, but I am pragmatic. I wanted to do something fun, and this is definitely not fun. So I put 

this puzzle away, and take out one depicting a very colorful town in Holland, and a sense of 

calm overtakes me. I am at peace. And I am proud of myself for not feeling like a “failure” for 

not completing the wolf puzzle. I chose sanity over stubbornness, a smile over a frown, and, 

most importantly, perspective. It’s a puzzle! Put that sucker back in the box and move on, 

Martha Nell! Realizing that you are not on the right path is not failure: it is self-awareness. 

Always remember that you have a choice, a benefit of living in America. So make your own 

decisions and if you are not happy with them, move on to Plan B. Your life is a gift to you from 

God Himself. Don’t get stuck on a gray wolf puzzle when what you really want is a colorful 

Holland town. 

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe, St. John’s Prayer Team Member 
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Harvest Fest Returns Oct. 1 
The Harvest Fest committee met and decided that our biggest church event will return after a 
two-year hiatus due to Covid.  For this year, we have decided to downsize our event and focus 
on our delicious food!  We will have our usual delicious Thanksgiving meal, but desserts will 
be purchased from our food vendor.  We would like everyone to focus their energies on baking 
turkeys and serving meals.   

The meal will be held, as usual, at the Georgetown Community Center.  We will continue to 
have drive-through availability, as well as a sit-down meal.  But we will not have our live auc-
tion, silent auction, bake sale, or children’s area.  This will give our congregation the time to 
focus on turkeys, meal preparation and serving.  We will need 50 turkeys cooked by our congre-
gation and we are planning to have an additional 20 cooked by the Wesleyan.   

Great news!  The Value Meal Committee will donate the cost of the Community Center!  This 
is $1250!  We are very grateful to them for their generous donation.  Please thank them when 
you join us for the Wednesday night Value Meal. 

Volunteer opportunities: 

To continue our Harvest Fest tradition, we need a volunteer to be co-chair of the Harvest Fest.  
This position will be in training to lead next year.  Due to the decrease in activities being held 
for the festival, this position will be much easier than in past years.  There are timelines estab-
lished with items to be accomplished during the year.  If you’d like more information, just ask 
Bridget Hancock. 

We also need an advertising chair to coordinate advertising.  This includes coordinating with 
the church office, the local newspapers and magazines and any other media outlets, as well co-
ordinating volunteers to put up flyers.  Again, see Bridget for more info. 

If you can volunteer any time between now and Harvest Fest, just get with Bridget and she can 
find a job suited to you and your availability! 

This will be an exciting time for the congregation to come back together for our annual Harvest 
Fest tradition!!! 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST MEN 

General Meeting 

Tuesday, August 9, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 

Program: To Be Announced 

Family Life Center 

Are you interested in helping our community? Is serving in the mission field something you are 

passionate about? St. John’s UMC has always been known for its mission work. If you are 

interested in being on our Mission Team, please contact Carolyn Henry at 

congregationcare@stjohnsumc.cc. 

Mission Work Volunteers 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

General Meeting & Baby Shower Luncheon 

Saturday, August 13, 2022 @ 11:30 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

St. John’s UMW is hosting a baby shower for the Pregnancy Help Center of Williamson County.  

Their wish list includes the following: 

• Baby wipes 

• Diapers - Newborn & up 

• Burp cloths - gender neutral 

• Diaper rash ointment 4 oz. 

• Sleep and play pajamas - Preemie to 6/9 months 

• Onesies/bodysuits boys or girls - Newborn to 24 months 

• Baby wash 

• Baby shampoo 

• Baby bottles - Avent, Dor. Brown or NUK 

• Baby socks - boys or girls 

• Baby wash cloths 

• Pacifier - Phillips Avent 

 

Drop off in the church office during office hours or bring to the UMW meeting on Saturday, 

August 13, 2022. Thank you all for your support for the moms-to-be in our community. 

****************************************************************** 

****************************************************************** 
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08/02 

Gene Lawhon 

08/06 

Joell DeLeon 

08/07 

Ralph Hilliard 

Michael Studebaker 

Bob Stogdill 

08/08 

Alex Cousineau 

Sue Long 

Clifford Norman 

Brennan Rider 

Karen Weyant 

08/09 

Chip Case 

Orville Tanner 

Diane McNabb 

08/10 

Annie Henderson 

08/11 

Annette Holland 

Clint (C.W.) Fraser 

08/12 

Johnny Fraser 

08/14 

Abby Bargainer 

Sandra Isbell 

08/16 

Phil Owens 

Steve Stephenson 

08/17 

Denise Evers 

08/18 

Bill Jones 

Bonnie Elder 

08/19 

Linda Bosi 

08/21 

Shirley Channell 

08/22 

Stu Leonhart 

Nathan May 

08/23 

Fred Barhydt 

Emily Fraser 

Mary W. Goertz 

08/24 

Brian Lawhon 

08/26 

Annette Bargainer 

Linda Lindell 

Sharon Gibson 

08/27 

Marie Ervin 

Sue M. Jones 

08/29 

Karlyn Fraser 

Mary Gamble 

08/30 

Tina Bingham 

Palm Westrick 

Shelby Edmondson 

08/01 

Mike & Linda Dean 

Jack C. & Sandra Little 

08/02 

Jack & Trisha Tallman 

08/03 

Phil & Barbara Owens 

08/04 

Joe & Martha Arizpe 

08/15 

Bob & Zola Mae Norton 

08/20 

Terry & Patsy Blackburn 

08/21 

J. W. & Patsy Raby 

08/24 

Ralph & Phyllis Hilliard 

08/25 

Chuck & Joanne Tencer 

08/26 

Troy & Sharon Tanner 

08/29 

Chuck & Susie Russell 

08/30 

Bob & Bonnie Elder 
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Sunday, August 7 

Communion Sunday 
 Sunday, August 14 Sunday, August 21 Sunday, August 28  

8:30 Traditional Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Jim Baughman John Aleman Michael Studebaker LouAnne Case  

Ushers Ken & Rhona Kondo 
Jim & Barbara 

Baughman 

Linda Nix & Judy 

Conner 

Chris & Rene 

Cantwell 
 

Communion Dayne & Pam Carlson     

11:00 Blended Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Carolyn Henry Mary Lou Wells Walt Hancock Terry Blackburn  

Ushers 
Michelle & Cody 

Champion 

Terry & Patsy 

Blackburn 

Fred & Melissa 

Barhydt 

Jason & Donna 

McCain 
 

Communion 
Chuck & Joanne 

Tencer 
    

Hebrews Hosts  

 New Beginnings Class Seekers Class Homebuilders Class 
Faith/Ignite/Youth 

Classes 
 

Monthly Attendance 

June - 22 Worship Total Monthly Avg 
      

2022 Tot 475 119 

2021 Tot 460 115 

*Does not include online numbers 

Year-to-Date Financials 

June - 22 
Church Activity 

YTD 
Annual 
Budget 

      

Income $259,686 $493,492 

Expenses $262,302 $547,896 
      

 NET ($3,617) ($54,404) 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. John's has been a part of the Georgetown Community for over 140 years. 
 
We started as a group of Swedish immigrants who joined together in their homes 
to study, worship and pray and built our first church building in 1882.  At that 
time, we were known as the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Brushy Church 
(Svenska Metodistkyrkan at Brushy). 
 
The original church stood at the intersection of Westinghouse Road and FM 
1460.  Our church cemetery is still at this location. 
 
In 1906 we moved to town, to our present home at 311 E. University Avenue, and 
in 1938 we changed our name to St. John's Methodist Church. 
 
In 1968, when the Methodist Church joined with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, St. John's became St. John's United Methodist Church. 
 
Come join us and share in our rich history and heritage of celebrating God's love. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
Phone: 512-863-5886 

Website: www.stjohnsumc.cc 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Food Pantry Hours: Wednesdays 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
 

Follow us on 


