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Weekly Events 

FLC (Family Life Center); FH (Fellowship Hall); 
HH (Horizon House); YL (Youth Loft) 

Sundays: 

Sunday School 9:00 AM 

Hebrews Coffee Time 10:00 AM (FH) 

Worship Service 10:30 AM (Sanctuary) 

Sunday UMYF 2:30 PM (YL) 

Mondays: 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:30 AM (HH) 

Quilters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Fourther’s Emmaus Group 5:00 PM (HH) 

Tuesdays: 

Grace Co-Op Band 9:30 AM (FLC) 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Wednesdays: 

Wesley Value Meal 5:30 PM (FLC) 

Small Groups 6:00 PM (Adult Ed Wing) 

St. John’s Ringers Rehearsal 6:15 PM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Wednesday Evening Support Group 7:00 PM (HH) 

St. John’s Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:15 PM (Choir Room) 

Thursdays: 

Weight Watchers Group 9:30 AM (FH) 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM (FH Adult Ed Room #110) 

Disciple Bible Study Group 5:30 PM (FLC Room #114) 

Everyday Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 PM (Sanctuary) 

Living Solutions 7:00 PM (HH) 

Fridays: 

Crafters Meeting 1:00 PM (HH) 

Saturdays: 

Eye of the Storm Reunion Group 7:30 AM (off-site) 

Weight Watchers Group 8:30 AM (FH) 

Saturday Morning Support Group 9:30 AM (HH) 

April 2022 Events 

• Wednesday, April 1 - 17: Youth Mission 

Fundraiser “30 Pieces of Silver” 

• April 4 & 18: Stephen’s Minister Meeting 

in Horizon House 

• Friday, April 8: MOPS Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall 

• Saturday, April 9: Easter Bake Sale & 

Crafts in Family Life Center 

• Tuesday, April 12 & 26 : Game Day in 

Horizon House 

• Tuesday, April 12: UMM Meeting in 

Family Life Center 

• Monday, April 18: Church office closed 

• Tuesday April 19 - May 31: Women’s 

Bible Study in Fellowship Hall Adult Ed 

Room #112 

• Monday, April 19: Finance Meeting in 

Church office 

• Monday, April 25: Single Board Meeting 

6:00 PM in Sanctuary 

• Tuesday, April 26: Ladies Bunco Night in 

Fellowship Hall 

• Saturday, April 30: Holy Excavation in 

Fellowship Hall 

April Wesley Value Meal Menus 

April 6: Host: Wesley Value Meal Committee 

Sloppy Joes, Potato Salad, Beans 

 

April 13: NO WESLEY VALUE MEAL IN 

OBSERVANCE OF HOLY WEEK 

 

April 20: Host: Youth Ministry 

Pizza Pasta, Corn, Garlic Bread 

 

April 27: Host: United Methodist Men 

Meatloaf, Mashed Potato, Peas 
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“BUT STRIVE FIRST FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL 
THESE THINGS WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU AS WELL.” 

~Matthew 6:33 

Make a Habit of Putting Christ First 
by Rev. Darren Walker 

 

Dear Church Family, 

My brother, Damon, told me something when I was starting my ministry.  He told me, when I was 

moving into my first parsonage, “Darren, if you want to be able to park your car in the garage, when 

you first get to the new place, pull into the garage before you unload anything.  Then park your car 

inside the garage every night.”  I don’t know why he told me this but I followed his advice and it 

worked. 

When I moved to Springtown, I decided to unload first and then get everything organized.  In the four 

and a half years I lived there, I never parked any vehicle bigger than my bicycle inside my garage.  

When we moved to Belton and then Georgetown, I still had not learned my lesson. 

The lesson I did learn goes far beyond car care.  I need to tend to what is most important first and deal 

with what is not so important later.  If I try to turn it around and squeeze what should be top priority in 

between what is more urgent but less important, my life is full of junk I do not have the time to clear 

away. 

This is true of our faith development and commitment to the church.  If we try to squeeze Jesus into our 

increasingly busy lives, we will never have enough time to be disciples.   If our faith is as important to 

us as we say it is, we must put it first and let everything else fill in around it. 

When we make a habit of putting Christ first, we always have enough time to do what is most 

important. 

Grace and Peace, 
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CRISIS IN THE UKRAINE  
By Franklin Graham  

  
DEAR FRIEND,  

We’ve all been horrified by the war in Ukraine. It’s so heartbreaking to see women and children streaming 

out of the country while brave husbands, fathers and sons stay behind to defend what’s left in their nation. 

These refugees are sick, hungry and cold from days of traveling miles across a wintry landscape as vast as 

Texas.  

Samaritan’s Purse has sent a DC-8 cargo jet to Eastern Europe with emergency supplies to set up a 30-bed 

Emergency Field Hospital and additional outpatient medical clinics. They have teams on the ground in 

Poland, Moldova and Romania to care for those who are desperate for help. We have been asked to set up a 

hospital inside the Ukraine border to care for those unable to leave. Our field hospital is equipped to treat 100 

patients and perform up to 10 surgeries a day.  

Samaritan’s Purse has deep roots and strong church partners in Eastern Europe. Orphanages that we work 

with in Romania are meeting the daily needs of Ukrainian mothers by providing rice, tea, baby formula and 

diapers. Our teams, which include doctors and nurses, are also working along the border in Poland and 

Moldovia to offer help and hope in the Name of Jesus Christ. Many refugees just want someone to pray 

with.   

I’ve had the opportunity to preach the Gospel in Ukraine in past years, and last year, more than 56,000 

children made life-changing decisions for Christ through the ministry of our team in Ukraine. Our team there 

is one of the strongest we have anywhere in the world. They are ministering to their own communities in 

these dark days.   

We received a video from a church partner whose city was being bombed night after night. Nevertheless, 

several children came to church on Sunday to study the Bible. They were scared, yet their faith remained 

strong. As the children hid God’s Word in their heart, they learned to trust Him during times of trial. “We 

know the Lord has already won,” their teacher said.   

The most important thing we can do for the people of Ukraine is pray. Pray that the Lord will protect the 

people and bring peace to Ukraine. “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the 

world, you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world”  (John 16:33). May God 

bless you.   
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Check out all of the St. John’s Barn Children’s 

Moment Videos on our YouTube Channel and 

our St. John’s Website. 

Boomer and Ms. Kathryn will see you there! 

Symmetry of Nature 
by Kathryn Price, Director of Family Ministry 

In my backyard there are amaryllis bulbs that I planted many years ago.  Each winter, when it 

freezes, they die, and I cut the dead leaves away.  Each year at this time they begin to push up 

through the ground to the sunlight.  By Easter, they will have bright red lilies and add beautiful 

color to my backyard. 

This happens every year the same way, at the same time.  It is always a reminder of the 

marvelous symmetry of Nature and the power of the Creator who gave us the circle of life.  For 

every end, there is a beginning.  People pass away, and people are born every day.   

What a blessing of hope!  It is the hope that Jesus bought for us that even Death can be a 

beginning. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHrzVQLvIW55l9oUWgW7dIQ
https://stjohnsumc.cc/media
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Faith Class meets in Adult 

Ed Wing Room #109 

Homebuilder’s Class meets in 

Adult Ed Wing Room #110 

Seekers Class meets in Adult Ed 

Wing Room #112 

Ignite Class meets in Family Life 

Center Room #113 
New Beginnings Class meets in 

Family Life Center Room #114 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE 9:00 AM THROUGHOUT ST. JOHN’S UMC CAMPUS 

Children Classes meet in the 

Children’s Education Wing 

Youth Classes meet in Youth Loft 

(upstairs Family Life Center) 
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9:00 AM - 10:00 AM in Youth Loft 

Sunday School 

Our Youth Mission Trip Pasta Fundraiser was 

a big success thanks to all of you who 

participated and to the youth who worked 

hard to make it a memorable night for all of 

you. 

Our goal is $5,000 and we have raised 

$982.85 from the pasta dinner alone, with a 

grand total of $3,473.97 after all fundraisers 

this year. We still have much work to do to 

be ready to go to Houston in June, but with 

your support and the dedication of the youth, 

I know we can meet this challenge. 

Our next fundraiser is our “30 Pieces of 

Silver” fundraiser. This fundraiser runs from 

Friday, April 1 - Sunday, April 17, 2022. We 

will have canisters for you to fill up with your 

silver coins and you can bring those back to 

the church and put them in one of our 

receptacles. 

Also, we are hosting two more Wesley Value 

Meals. We will be hosting on Wednesday, 

April 20th and Wednesday, May 11th. We 

hope you will come out to enjoy good food 

and fellowship with your church family and 

to support our youth ministry’s efforts. 

Thank You for Your Support 
by Michelle Cousineau, Communications Coordinator 
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The Maid of Seasons 
by David Pencil, Director of Music Ministry 

Do you like to play an instrument or sing? Consider joining the Chancel Choir, Ringers, or 

Praise Band to express your creative side and praise God! No experience necessary, just a heart 

to worship God. 

I sing of summer, warm and fair, 
With golden ringlets in her hair, 

Dancing on the fields of green, 
None more contented have I seen. 
 

I sing of autumn, cool and calm, 
A red haired maid who sings her song, 
Gathering leaves where e're she goes, 

Then off to bed before it snows. 
 
I sing of winter, cold and chill, 

An ancient lady tall and still, 
Watching as the hours pass, 
She hopes again to be a lass. 

 
Then in the spring time she awakes, 

The child of promise, maid of grace, 
Over all her joy she spreads, 
And grants new life unto the dead. 

 
So as the seasons turn to years, 
The song rolls on for all to hear, 

How things change, and yet remain, 
For life springs out of death again. 

Ringers play on March 20th 

St. John’s Chancel Choir sang on March 27th 
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Bursting Forth 
by Carolyn Henry, Congregational Care Coordinator 

Yesterday was the first day of spring.  Spring has always been my favorite time of the year.  It’s 

a time when life comes bursting forth from wherever it’s been hiding for the past several 

months.  New shoots start up from plants, buds suddenly appear on trees, flowers begin to 

bloom, birds chirp.  The air takes on a new aroma of refreshment and renewal. 

Many times in the Scriptures new things are mentioned.  The prophet Isaiah testifies “Behold, I 

am doing a new thing, how it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:9a)  The apostle 

Paul talks about the new body we will receive someday. (2 Corinthians 5: 4.) Jesus tells 

Nicodemus “You must be born again”. (John 3:3) 

But my all time favorite comes from the Revelation of Jesus Christ:   

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Look, God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 

he will dwell with them.  They will be his people and God himself will be with them, and be 

their God.  He shall wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning 

or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away”.  

Are you ready for all the new things that will be happening in your life ? 

Are you interested in helping our community? 

Is serving in the mission field something you 

are passionate about? St. John’s UMC has 

always been known for its mission work. If you 

are interested in being on our Mission Team, 

please contact Carolyn Henry at 

congregationcare@stjohnsumc.cc. 

Mission Work Volunteers 
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A Message from Our Prayer Team 
by Martha Arizpe, Prayer Team Chairperson  

Due to recent events in my own life and in the world in general, my thoughts have turned to 

what might be on the minds of others. “Others” includes anyone - folks I know, and those I do 

not. What is on the mind of the fellow who steps out in front of a moving car - mine - as he 

stares at his phone? Was he just informed that he won a contest/got his dream job/ she finally 

agreed to a date? Why is the driver in the car in front of me in the HEB parking lot hardly 

moving at all? Is she lost? Confused? Having a medical emergency?  

What about the Ukranian people, whose world is falling apart around them? Are they even able 

to form a cohesive thought? Or does fear cloud their ability to think clearly? Pretty sure my 

mind would be a muddled mess were I in their shoes. I have spoken to many people who work 

in service industries and are just flat exhausted because their company is understaffed and they 

cannot get their work done. I did not have to guess what was on their mind, as they willingly 

shared their concerns. My conclusion with my little personal survey is that EVERYONE has 

problems, some big and some small, but these issues may not be recognizable to the casual 

observer. Therefore, it behooves all of us to be considerate of the state of mind of others. It is 

possible that they are barely holding it together, and desperately need a kind smile, not a smirk 

or unkind comment. For me, I am trying to look at these instances as an opportunity to be the 

Christian woman I was raised to be.  A time to treat someone else as I would want to be treated 

if I had to be in public, but was in the midst of a personal crisis.  

I pray once again that the Good Lord will keep one hand on my shoulder and the other over my  

mouth.  

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe 
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Renewing Life in Jesus Christ 
by Michelle Cousineau, Executive Secretary/Communications Coordinator 

One of the staff (and I forgot who it was) suggested that our April newsletter focus on 

renewal. I thought, okay, how hard can that one be to write about. Well, it turns out it is not as 

easy as I thought. In Romans 12:2a Paul says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds.” Hmm, the renewing of your minds. I have a hard 

time with this passage because this world is so in your face and some days conforming to what 

everyone else wants is just easier. However, Jesus did not call us to do the easy thing. He 

called us to deny ourselves and take up our crosses daily and follow Him. (Luke 9:23 NRSV) 

So, what does that look like and how will it renew our minds? I have found much more insight 

as I have read my Bible this year. I am doing the Bible Recap with a friend on the You 

Version Bible app and having her to help keep me accountable has forced me to look away 

from this world and at Jesus. It has renewed, not just my mind, but my love for a God who is 

faithful and just and loving and so full of grace it makes one’s heart explode with joy. In the 

past week, I have been lax on my daily reading, and it has showed in my attitude and in how I 

tend to let the matters of this world bother me more. 

So, as we enter into Holy Week together, I call on each of you to stay in Scripture, keep your 

eyes on Jesus, and let your heart explode with joy for the One True God who loves you and 
wants to see more of you. 
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Marvin Lackey - 04/02 

Whitney Johns - 04/03 

Bennie Chambers - 04/04 

Peggy Radford - 04/04 

Desiree Fisher-Ivicic - 04/07 

Glenda Voigt - 04/07 

Judy Conner - 04/08 

Wayne Ewen - 04/10 

John Tanner - 04/11 

Nancy Bewley - 04/12 

C. W. Honea 04/13 

Joanne Tencer - 04/13 

Patsy Jefferies - 04/15 

Scot VanSickle - 04/15 

Richard Seemann - 04/18 

Ashley Tanner - 04/19 

Coleman Callaway - 04/29 

Mike Castillo - 04/30 

Jessie Presley-Oswald - 04/30 
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George & Carrie Godward - 04/01 

Martha Baker - 04/02 

Mark & Marilyn Bergren - 04/10 

Lauren Kluberg Collins - 04/13 

Bill & Sue Long - 04/13 

Doug & Denise Evers Davis - 04/15 

Terry & Carol Nygaard - 04/16 

Fred & Melissa Barhydt - 04/18 

Dan & Karen Weyant - 04/20 

Randy & Valerie Duncan - 04/21 

Mary W. Geortz - 04/28 

Doyle & Shirley Channell - 04/29 
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Sunday, Apr 3 

Communion Sunday 
Palm Sunday, 

Apr 10 
Easter Sunday, 

Apr 17 
Sunday, Apr 24  

10:30 Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker 
Rev. Darren 

Walker 
Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Terry Blackburn St. John’s Youth Walt Hancock Terry Blackburn  

Ushers Gene & Tina Lawhon 
Chip & LouAnne 

Case 

Clark & Nancy 

Bottlinger 

Shirley Channell & 

Joan Wentrcek 
 

Communion 
Chip & LouAnne 

Case 
     

Monthly Attendance 

Mar - 22 Worship 
Monthly 

Avg 

      

2022 Tot 472 118 

2021 Tot 403 101 

Year-to-Date Financials 

Feb - 22 
Church Activity 

YTD 
Annual 
Budget 

      

Income $98,230 $493,492 

Expenses $87,238 $539,136 
      

 NET $10,992 ($45,644) 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

Berquist/Carlson Circle Meeting 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 @ 2:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST MEN 

General Meeting 

Tuesday, March 8, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 

Program Speaker: Karen Crosby of The Locker 

Family Life Center 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. John's has been a part of the Georgetown Community for over 140 years. 
 
We started as a group of Swedish immigrants who joined together in their homes 
to study, worship and pray and built our first church building in 1882.  At that 
time, we were known as the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Brushy Church 
(Svenska Metodistkyrkan at Brushy). 
 
The original church stood at the intersection of Westinghouse Road and FM 
1460.  Our church cemetery is still at this location. 
 
In 1906 we moved to town, to our present home at 311 E. University Avenue, and 
in 1938 we changed our name to St. John's Methodist Church. 
 
In 1968, when the Methodist Church joined with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, St. John's became St. John's United Methodist Church. 
 
Come join us and share in our rich history and heritage of celebrating God's love. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
Phone: 512-863-5886 

Website: www.stjohnsumc.cc 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Food Pantry Hours: Wednesdays 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
 

Follow us on 


