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Weekly Events 

Sundays: 

Sunday School 9:00 AM 

Hebrews Coffee Time 10:00 AM 

Worship Service 10:30 AM 

Sunday UMYF 2:30 PM 

Mondays: 

Prayer Team Meeting 9:30 AM 

Quilters Meeting 1:00 PM 

Fourther’s Emmaus Group 5:00 PM 

Tuesdays: 

Grace Co-Op Band 9:30 AM 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM 

Wednesdays: 

Wesley Value Meal 5:30 PM 

Small Groups 6:00 PM 

St. John’s Ringers Rehearsal 6:15 PM 

Wednesday Evening Support Group 7:00 PM 

St. John’s Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:15 PM 

Thursdays: 

Weight Watchers Group 9:30 AM 

Strong Bones 10:00 AM 

Lenten Study 11:00 AM 

Disciple Bible Study Group 5:30 PM 

Everyday Praise Band Rehearsal 6:30 PM 

Living Solutions 7:00 PM 

Fridays: 

Crafters Meeting 1:00 PM 

Saturdays: 

Eye of the Storm Reunion Group 7:30 AM 

Weight Watchers Group 8:3- AM 

Saturday Morning Support Group 9:30 AM 

March 2022 Events 

• Wednesday, March 2: Ash Wednesday 

Services at St. John’s & Wellspring 

• Tuesday, March 8 & 22 : Game Day in 

Horizon House 

• Tuesday, March 8: UMM Meeting in 

Family Life Center 

• Friday, March 11: MOPS Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall 

• Monday, March 14: Life Line Screening in 

Family Life Center 

• Monday, March 14 - Friday, March 18: 

Spring Break 

• Tuesday, March 15: UMW Berquist/

Carlson Circle Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

• Monday, March 15: Finance Meeting in 

Church office 

• Tuesday, March 22: Ladies Bunco Night 

in Fellowship Hall 

• Saturday March 26: Blessing of the Pets 

on St. John’s Front Lawn 

• Saturday, March 26: Worship Committee 

Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

• Sunday, March 27: Youth Fundraiser 

Pasta Dinner 

• Monday, March 28: Single Board Meeting 

6:00 PM in Sanctuary 

March Wesley Value Meal Menus 

March 2: NO WESLEY VALUE MEAL IN 

OBSERVANCE OF ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

March 9: Host: United Methodist Men 

Beef Tips, Rice, Mixed Vegetable 

 

March 16: NO WESLEY VALUE MEAL DUE TO 

SPRING BREAK 

 

March 23: Host: Wesley Value Committee 

Sausage, Baked Beans, Iowa Corn 

 

March 30: Host: Youth Ministry 

Dorito Chicken Casserole, Spanish Rice, Refried Beans 
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“WE ARE BOUND TO GIVE THANKS TO GOD ALWAYS FOR YOU, AS IS FITTING, 

BECAUSE YOUR FAITH IS GROWING ABUNDANTLY, AND THE LOVE OF EVERY 

ONE OF YOU FOR ONE ANOTHER IS INCREASING.” 

 ~ II Thessalonians 1:3 

Growing Faith 
by Rev. Darren Walker 

 

Dear Church Family, 

How do I intend to grow my faith in the coming year?  But I am the pastor, doesn’t that 

just come with the territory?  If you have finished laughing, I do know that we can always 

grow our faith.  As Methodists, it is called “Moving towards Perfection.”  At this point, I 

wish there was some super-secret, powerful known only to preachers’ method of Faith 

Development I could reveal that would impress everyone.  There is no such thing.  There 

are no short cuts to a well-developed Faith. 

There are some basic things, however, we can all do to help us grow our Faith.  Being in a 

small, accountability group is a major thing to do.  Taking part in a Bible Study with 

others, as well as on our own.  Attending worship.  Praying.  Reading.  Getting involved 

in regular hands-on mission work.  Intentionally examining our own heart and life in light 

of drawing closer to God.  There are many ways to do these things, and everyone does not 

have to do every one of them.  The biggest help to growing our Faith is trying to do so, 

focusing on being more Christ-like.  The second major component is Time.  It takes Time 

to grow as a disciple. 

My personal plan is to lead some Bible Studies, do my pastor/preacher things, seek out 

some learning opportunities about Spirituality and be more disciplined in my Prayer Life.  

See, no big secret preacher thing.  Lent is a good time to try some new Christian 

disciplines.  Let me know if I can be of help.  We do this best when we do this together. 

Grace and Peace, 
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Check out all of the St. John’s Barn Children’s 

Moment Videos on our YouTube Channel and 

our St. John’s Website. 

Boomer and Ms. Kathryn will see you there! 

Children’s News 
by Kathryn Price, Director of Family Ministry 

As we move into Spring, there are lots of things happening for the children of St. John’s during 

the month of March.  We would like to invite all children and grandchildren to come and be a 

part of all or some of them. 

Spring Break will be from March 14th through the 18th.   

On Saturday, March 26th, there will be the Blessing of the Pets under the magnolia tree.  We 

encourage the entire congregation to bring your pet(s) to the church to receive a blessing from 

Pastor Darren and a treat.  All pets and children are welcome. 

In Sunday School, we will be talking about Lent and the events that led up to the death and 

resurrection of Jesus in preparation for Easter. 

If you want to know more about the children’s program and/or would like to be a part of the 

action, just see Miss Kathryn and we will fit you in! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHrzVQLvIW55l9oUWgW7dIQ
https://stjohnsumc.cc/media
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Growing Through the Lord’s Prayer 
by JoAnne Gaytan, Children’s Coordinator 

I am growing spiritually by following guidance from the Lord’s Prayer.  I am keeping my own 

counsel and allowing the Lord to lead me from the temptation of expressing  my thoughts about 

things I want to say, and I know he will deliver me from the evil (or problems) I can see. (I am 

constantly hearing how silence is the best comment . . .). I know He will forgive my unkind 

thoughts and help guide me to better ways to handle situations that I feel are completely wrong 

or unfair and help me be forgiving.  I know His will eventually prevails, but all that human 

choice and decision-making sometimes makes it take so long.  I know there is a lot more 

growth needed.  
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Faith Class meets in Adult 

Ed Wing Room #109 

Homebuilder’s Class meets in 

Adult Ed Wing Room #110 

Seekers Class meets in Adult Ed 

Wing Room #112 

Ignite Class meets in Family Life 

Center Room #113 
New Beginnings Class meets in 

Family Life Center Room #114 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES ARE 9:00 AM THROUGHOUT ST. JOHN’S UMC CAMPUS 

Children Classes meet in the 

Children’s Education Wing 

Youth Classes meet in Youth Loft 

(upstairs Family Life Center) 
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9:00 AM - 10:00 AM in Youth Loft 

Reserve your table or get take out or delivery by 

scanning the QR code or going to our website at  

https://stjohnsumc.cc/connect/family-ministry 

Thank you for supporting the youth in their 

mission work. 

Sunday School 

2022 is a year of growth, change, and getting back to some type of normalcy. 

Our youth department during this Pandemic has been stalled. Many events cancelled and a lot 

of the Lord’s work had to be pulled back due to COVID-19. 

Last July, I took over as the new Youth Director for St. Johns UMC. I have been working 

diligently to grow the place of our Youth Department in our community and church. 

My vision and work are guided by 6 KEY elements: 

 -Respect-Love-God-Family-Commitment-Community and Service- 

With these keys, all can benefit and help our youth advance in its service to our communities. 

In June 2022, the Youth Department of St. Johns UMC, staff, and friends will participate in our 

mission with P.P.M. (Praying Pelican Ministries) in Houston, TX. 

We encourage friends and family who would like to participate in our events to sign up, 

volunteer, or donate resources. Please reach out and contact Matt at youth@stjohnsumc.cc or a 

member of the Church staff as to how you can support us and our goal of $5,000 for Mission 

Week 2022. Thank you and may God continue to watch over you and your families. 

A Year of Growth 
by Matthew Harris, Director of Youth Ministry 
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The Cactus and the Willow 
by David Pencil, Director of Music Ministry 

Do you like to play an instrument or sing? Consider joining the Chancel Choir, Ringers, or 

Praise Band to express your creative side and praise God! No experience necessary, just a heart 

to worship God. 

A Cactus and a Willow were growing by a river, 

The Willow's roots reached out into the stream,  

Gleefully it drank in deep the swiftly running waters, 

It's heavy boughs drooped low over the Cactus.  

The fertile soil by the stream was all the Cactus needed, 

Its roots were small and never touched the river, 

And in the rain the Willow's boughs would drip upon the Cactus,  

In such a way they passed the years together. 

The Cactus thought, "all that I have is more than I could wish for, 

I will grow in peace and be content." 

The Willow thought, "I must have more, my appetite is endless, 

So I will stretch my roots out further still."  

Then came a year of mighty drought, the river slowly dried, 

The Willow's branches groped in search of water, 

"I die of thirst!" the Willow thought, "my need is very great!" 

In plenty or in want the Willow struggled.  

But little did the Cactus heed the drought and drying river, 

For its needs had never grown so great 

"It is less, but still enough to live and be contented" 

So the Cactus thought, and was at peace.  

Throughout years of drought and rain, the two lived on together, 

One at peace, the other always striving, 

The circumstances were the same, yet how they lived was different, 

The life of faith, and the life of self displayed. 
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What Is Faith? 
by Carolyn Henry, Congregational Care Coordinator 

There’s an old song I used to sing when growing up in the Baptist church that goes: 

“At the cross, at the cross 

Where I first saw the light 

And the burden of my heart rolled away 

It was there by faith 

I received my sight 

And now I am happy all the day” 

WHAT?  How many Christians do you know who are “happy all the day”?  Christians are not 

exempt from hurt, disappointment, fear, discouragement any more than those who are not 

Christian.  Christianity is certainly not a guarantee for a happy life.  In witnessing to others, we 

need to make sure we stay away from what Dr. Barry Jones of DTS calls the “Things go better 

with Jesus” philosophy. 

I think we all have faith that we will spend eternity with Jesus.  If we die tonight, we will go to 

heaven.  But again to quote Dr. Jones “What if you don’t die tonight – what is your life like 

today, what is your purpose as a child of God”  Is it to just be happy, or is it to love God and 

serve others? 

But what is faith?  I looked in several dictionaries and the best definition I could find is still 

from Hebrews 11:1 “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”.  The 

Bible also tells us that without faith it is impossible to please God. (Hebrews 11:6) 

In our daily walk with Jesus, faith will give us inner joy, peace, comfort, and a purpose for 

living even when things are not going well all around us. 

This year I want to increase my faith in 3 ways 

1. Read through the Bible again from cover to cover 

Some years ago I completed the “Bible in 90 days” series, and it’s the first time I 

understood the whole picture.  I understood God’s plan to renew and restore His people 

who’ve been broken by sin.  Every time I read the Bible I find something that I hadn’t seen 

before. 

2. Visit the Holy land 

I think seeing the places where Jesus lived, was baptized, called His Disciples,  performed 

miracles, taught and preached will bring me closer to Him. 

3.  Continue Bible studies with friends 

Right now a group meets every Thursday evening at 5:30 in Family Life Center Room 114.  

All are welcome to join us. 

And may we all grow in our faith this year! 
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A Message from Our Prayer Team 
by Martha Arizpe, Prayer Team Chairperson  

The church season of Lent starts this month. As a child, my brothers and I attended a Catholic 

School. Our family was Episcopalian, and both religions place an emphasis on Lent. (I was so 

happy when I learned that Methodists do, too.) My classmates took great pride in seeing who 

could give up the most “important” thing. Debbie Penney always won because she gave up 

TV, and the rest of us just flat refused to do that. (A bunch of weak Catholic kiddos and one 

weak Episcopalian girl!) I liked Lent, because it began with Shrove Tuesday, or Fat Tuesday if 

you are from New Orleans. Our church did not have a huge parade. Rather, we celebrated with 

a pancake and sausage dinner for the congregation prepared by the Men’s Group and served by 

the youth group. The next day, Ash Wednesday, the boys and I received our ashes at school, 

and then we attended our home church so Mom and Dad could get theirs. Things became more 

serious as the end of Lent approached, and we always attended a service for “The Stations of 

the Cross” on Good Friday, which tells the story of the crucifixion of Our Lord. (Both at 

school and again at our home church.) I really disliked this service, as certain members of the 

congregation played parts in the reading of the Gospel, and the rest of us were the 

townspeople. You remember: the ones who cried “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” when Pilate 

questioned their intent. I HATED saying those words – my guess is that everyone else did, too. 

One thing for sure: it all seemed very real when those ugly words were yelled out. I pray that I 

never forget that Christ’s agony on the cross was a price that He willingly paid for my 

salvation – and for yours. 

Blessings, 

Martha Arizpe 
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Growing Through Bible Study 
by Michelle Cousineau, Executive Secretary/Communications Coordinator 

Last month, we looked at how our faith has grown in the last two years. I told you it was 

through reading my Bible, praying a lot, and my friends who have supported me as I work on 

my relationship with God.  

Now, looking forward, I have seen how studying my Bible is helping me grow my faith into 

the future. I was in Bible study with a friend of mine all summer and I learned how to study 

my Bible and how to engage with and encourage those around me. This time in study was 

such a blessing to me and allowed me a safe place to grow my faith and relationship with God. 

Now, I am currently leading a group of ladies in Bible study. I was nervous about doing this as 

I do not have even half the knowledge as this group of women. Every week, they come, after 

having struggled with their homework, ready to engage in small group. Every week they 

amaze me with their insights and knowledge and their willingness to encourage each other and 

pray for each other. Every week, I am humbled by their willingness to come back and do it all 

over again. I have also discovered that I love leading Bible study, especially ones that stretch 

me completely out of my comfort zone, which me leading anything tends to do. 

I have found my time in Bible study with friends to be the best way for me to grow in my 

relationship with God and with others. I pray that as you decide the best way to grow your 

faith, you will consider joining me in a Bible study. Our next one, Encountering God: 

Cultivating Habits of Faith Through the Spiritual Disciplines by Kelly Minter, will begin on 

Tuesday, April 19 and run through Tuesday, May 1 with sessions at 11:00 AM & 6:30 PM. 

Registration for it will open on Tuesday, March 8, 2022. 
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Welcome Wendy Johnson 

Member on 01/09/2022 
Welcome Tom & Renee Cantwell 

Members on 01/23/2022 

Welcome Joan Wentrcek 

Member on 01/30/2022 

Welcome Jerome & Tresa De La Cruz 

Members on 02/06/2022 

Welcome Heidi Baughman & David Wise 

Members on 02/13/2022 

Welcome Matthew Harris 

Member on 02/20/2022 

Welcome David & Pat Scott 

Associate Members on 02/13/2022 
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Chris Baker - 03/01 

David Box - 03/04 

Luke Jackson - 03/04 

Charlotte Walker - 03/04 

Patsy Blackburn - 03/05 

Linda Honea - 03/05 

Dan Weyant - 03/06 

David Cappolino - 03/07 

Greyson Johns - 03/07 

Aiden Pedroza - 03/08 

Carolyn Britt - 03/09 

Timothy Harris - 03/09 

Keith Bryant - 03/10 

Doyle Channell - 03/12 

Julie Harris - 03/12 

Devin May - 03/12 

Lorraine Sanders - 03/12 

Carol Nygaard - 03/13 

Jack C. Little - 03/16 

Jessica Reed - 03/16 

Matalin Sanders - 03/18 

Melissa Barhydt - 03/19 

Jimmie McCracken - 03/19 

Jim Leach - 03/20 

Thomas McNabb - 03/20 

Katie Ezell - 03/23 

Harley McCain - 03/26 

Tyler Hicks - 03/27 

Darren Honea - 03/28 

Donna Mckee - 03/28 

Barbara Owens - 03/28 

Karen Ann Ruth - 03/29 

Kenneth Kondo - 03/30 

Craig Rutten - 03/30 
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Kristen Kluberg - 03/13 

Robert Westrick & Kelly Calcote - 03/13 

Shawn & Tiffany Whitfield - 03/16 

Ted & Kathryn Price - 03/17 

Jason & Donna McCain - 03/18 

Jerome & Tresa De La Cruz - 03/28 

Woody & Beverly Thompson - 03/29 

Jack & Sandra Herzik - 03/30 
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Sunday, Mar 6 

Communion Sunday 
Sunday, Mar 13 Sunday, Mar 20 Sunday, Mar 27  

10:30 Worship Service in St. John’s Sanctuary 

Worship Leader Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker Rev. Darren Walker  

Liturgist Mary Lou Wells Dayne Carlson Carolyn May Dean May  

Ushers 
Shirley Channell & 

Betty Tanner 

Charley & Rita 

Cherry 
Patty & Bart Lee 

Chip & LouAnne 

Case 
 

Communion 
Carolyn Henry & 

Nikki Underwood 
     

Monthly Attendance 

Feb - 22 
Worship 

Total 
Monthly 

Avg 

      

2022 Tot 472 118 

2021 Tot 403 101 

Year-to-Date Financials 

Jan - 22 
Church Activity 

YTD 
Annual 
Budget 

      

Income $39,341 $493,492 

Expenses $42,265 $539,136 
      

 NET ($2,925) ($45,644) 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

Berquist/Carlson Circle Meeting 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 @ 2:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST MEN 

General Meeting 

Tuesday, March 8, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 

Program Speaker: Karen Crosby of The Locker 

Family Life Center 



16 

 

ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

St. John's has been a part of the Georgetown Community for over 140 years. 
 
We started as a group of Swedish immigrants who joined together in their homes 
to study, worship and pray and built our first church building in 1882.  At that 
time, we were known as the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Brushy Church 
(Svenska Metodistkyrkan at Brushy). 
 
The original church stood at the intersection of Westinghouse Road and FM 
1460.  Our church cemetery is still at this location. 
 
In 1906 we moved to town, to our present home at 311 E. University Avenue, and 
in 1938 we changed our name to St. John's Methodist Church. 
 
In 1968, when the Methodist Church joined with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, St. John's became St. John's United Methodist Church. 
 
Come join us and share in our rich history and heritage of celebrating God's love. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
311 E. University Avenue 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
Phone: 512-863-5886 

Website: www.stjohnsumc.cc 
Office Hours: Mon-Thur 8:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Food Pantry Hours: Wednesdays 2:00 PM—4:00 PM 
 

Follow us on 


