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I recently was surprised to find out that over half of the pastors that will receive this in 
the SD Next Gen family are also bi-vocational!!! Though this is becoming more and 
more common in rural America, it can often feel like a lonely place. You do not get to 
see your fellow colleagues often, you feel like you are missing yet again another event 
because of your other obligations, feeling like you are always rushing around, not able 
to give ministry stuff as much time and energy as you hoped. Maybe you feel “less 
than” others because of this. Some days it feels like it gets just the leftover scraps of 
you. The list goes on.  

Recently, I was at a mentorship event for ministers and there was a moment that 
helped me with this constant internal battle and I wish to pass it along in hopes that it 
will help fill your cup with a little encouragement. At this event, the main speaker 
took a moment and asked “Who in here is bvocational?” After many raised their 
hands, she had us stand up. She looked at each of us and said “YOU are the true 
heroes.” Many of us reacted the same, with a look of “Whaaaat???” I found myself 
baffled at this. In my mind, I was running through a list like the one above and came 
up with many reasons that statement was false. She then addressed the rest of the 
room with a simple “I am acknowledging the fact that not all are in the position to 
where time and energy is solely in their church ministries. But they too are following 
in obedience the call that the One has placed on their lives.”  

That breathed so much life into me. Ministry is hard. Period. It is even harder when 
you feel constantly divided in time and energy, especially out of necessity. Even if 
your "other job” strategically places you in a place to reach others, it still has the same 
affect on you eventually.  This friend of mine was right, there is a call each of our 
lives and that can be so easy to lose sight of in the hustle and bustle. In the moments 
when you feel like "if only if..” know that God is please that you are simply being 
obedient and He is taking care of all the rest. None of us answered this call for any 
other reason. Many of us have been divinely placed into communities that are not for 
the faint of heart to reach students. And we often choose to stay for the one.. for the 
one student that this maybe the only safe space… for the one student that is struggling 
with their own mind games… for the one student that is ready to call it quits.  This is 
why we often choose to sacrifice what is needed in order to make it happen. This is 
the reason we give when others may ask us “Well why do you not just go to another 
church that can pay.” YES read that AGAIN. None of us get into ministry for the 
money, but the reality is that many of us are doing it without getting a dime for our 
time. But we choose to stay for that one student that needs Jesus the most. Who needs 

someone in their life to bring that hope.  

So for the one who is struggling, who continues to 
ask themselves “Why am I doing this?” or “Why 
do I not just go somewhere so I do not have to be 
divided so much?” know you are not alone. I 
personally have asked myself that question a 
billion times over the last couple years and have 
been asked that by several people in and outside 
of ministry. (And if we ever cross paths, feel free 
to ask me about this. I do not want to digress too 
much but it’s a big part of my ministry story.) 
Remember that calling. Remember that one 
student from the past, in the present, and in the 
future that is going to need someone. And they 
will find “someone” to be the answers for them, 
no matter what the cost will be. God makes this 
clear when it is time to move and to go 
somewhere else but there are always common 
signs and things surrounding those seasons to 
where you will KNOW (that is a whole other 
topic I could write endlessly on). So unless that is 
not the case for you at the present moment, then 
be still. Know you are doing more than most by 
following in obedience. Draw from the example 
of the early disciples. Even Paul made tents in 
order to have an income at times to continue in 
his ministry. 

For the one that maybe struggling even more so 
than what I just described, know that there is no 
shame in taking respite. I am a huge advocate for 
self-care, which by definition looks differently for 
everyone and for every season. You are not alone. 
Reach out. There are many resources as an AG 
pastor available and have an AMAZING and 
supportive district. For you to be able to be there 
for the one student, you need to be in a healthy 
spot. To the Father, that is also what is more 
important. We sometimes flip that around and our 
heart gets misaligned.   

“We remember before our God and Father your 
work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”- 1 Thess. 1:3
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