
Lesson 8 

Jesus Calls Disciples 

Pick and choose the activities that work 

best for your child and family! 

Today’s Story 

The introduction video introduces today’s story to your family.  Please watch it here. 

Reading God’s Word 

Our story comes from Mark 1:16-20;  John 1:35-51 

My First Hands on Bible –no specific corresponding story     Hand on Bible –p 977 and p 1041 

Praying for your children 

Pray that your child(ren) will see how Jesus is also calling them to be part of His ministry! 

Icons made by <a href="https://www.flaticon.com/authors/freepik" title="Freepik">Freepik</a> from <a href="https://

Music Videos 

Nothing is Impossible 

Ready to Serve 

His Great Love 

Talk About It Video 

Today we’ve been talking about Jesus changing our lives.  When you think about change, is 

there change that seems scary to you?  (Maybe getting a new teacher, a move, a new job).  

What about a good change?  What kind of change would seem good or even exciting to you?  

(Maybe getting your hair cut in a different way or getting a new bright green pair of shoes!)  

We all might have different feelings about the same change!  Whether or not we like it, 

change is all around us.  As you watch this video, think about the changes you’re seeing! 

You saw changes in nature through the video –and it was fun to see how fast things changed!  

But what about the last question on the video?  It sais “Jesus can change our lives.  What 

does this look like?” 

Dear God.  Thank you for the changes you are making in my life!  Help my eyes be open to 

these changes and to thank you for how you are blessing me!  Amen 

http://emanuellutheranchurch.org/kidsyouth-ministry/sunday-school
https://vimeo.com/showcase/3838005/video/158091073
https://vimeo.com/showcase/3838005/video/162130911
https://vimeo.com/showcase/3838005/video/162130910
https://vimeo.com/showcase/3838005/video/162131416


Seeing God’s Word 

For today activity you’ll a small clear container (glass or plastic) along with 4 teaspoons of vinegar and 1 

tsp of salt per container.  You’ll also need a few pennies (dirty ones –not shiny ones) and a few pieces of 

paper towel 

First put the pennies in the container and add a bit of water.  Observe what happens. Remove them and 

add 4 teaspoons of vinegar and comment how the vinegar is clear just like the water.  If the vinegar is 

clear just like the water and there wasn’t a change will there be a change with the vinegar.  Add the pen-

nies and stir.  Carefully remove them from the vinegar (you’ll want to keep it) and see if anything 

changed.  (There is likely a slight change –but not significant).   

Stir in the salt and add the pennies.  Stir the pennies around just a bit and then remove them from the 

mixture.  Do you see a change?  Jesus can change our lives in big and small ways!  When we follow Jesus 

like the disciples did, it will be obvious that he’s changing us.   

Move and Learn 

For this activity, you’ll need 15 random objects such as a kitchen spatula, a teddy bear, a 

pencil, ball, a jacket and so on.   

Arrange 5 of the items on a table where your child can see them.  Don’t just line them up but 

arrange them in somewhat of a pile but where all the items are visible.   

Have your kids carefully look at the pile and memorize what it looks like.  Then tell them that 

you’re going to have them turn around while you make a change.  After you do this, have 

them turn back around and see if they can notice the change.   

Take turns adding a few more items to the pile, studying it and the making changes to see if 

the change can be noticed.   

What helped you notice the changes in the game?  What changes have you noticed Jesus 

has made in your life?   

When you believe in Jesus, he’ll change your life.  That doesn’t mean just rearranging a 

teddy bear or a pencil  like in our game.  You can follow him just as the fishermen di and 

he’ll make amazing changes in your life!  He’ll teach you new things, he’ll bring peace to 

your heart and he’ll give you a new life.   



Closing in God’s Word 

Have kids each weave the fingers of both hands loosely together so their hands look like 

a fishing net. 

When Jesus met some of the disciples, they were fishermen.  They left their fishing nets 

behind to follow Jesus.  Think about something you want Jesus to change in your life.  

Keep your fingers in a net as you talk to Jesus silently about this.   

Jesus can change our lives, just as he changed the disciples lives.  Are you ready to drop 

your nets and see what Jesus can do?  Gently touch your child’s hands and says “[Child’s 

name], Jesus can change your life.” 

God, thank you that Jesus can change our lives.  We want to drop our nets and see what 

amazing things you’ll change in our lives!  In Jesus’ name –Amen. 


