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Unit 27 • Session 6

A Song of Thanksgiving

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
MAIN POINT: We are thankful because Jesus died on the cross and rose again 

to save us from our sins.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

Unit 27
Session 6

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Picture the reality of your salvation: Imagine standing as a 
defendant in a courtroom. You’ve been justly found guilty 
of a crime and the penalty is death. But rather than ordering 
law enforcement to lead you away to be executed, the judge 
gets up and takes your place. He takes your punishment 
upon himself, declaring your innocence and allowing you to 
walk free. How would you respond?
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This is essentially what Jesus does for sinners who trust in 
Him. God is the judge, and rather than sentencing us to 
death like we deserve, the Father sent His Son to take our 
place. That is mercy and grace. So how should we respond?

Look at how Moses and the Israelites responded when God 
rescued them from Egypt and led them across the Red 
Sea. Exodus 15 describes their song. They praise the Lord 
and tell what He has done for them. This same attitude of 
thankfulness—the proper response to the good news of the 
gospel—is described in the Old Testament by the prophet 
Isaiah.

Isaiah had a vision of God’s grace toward sinners, and he 
describes in Isaiah 12 the song we will sing to the Lord. We 
will praise God for His mercy and compassion (Isa. 12:1-2), 
thank Him for keeping His promise to save us (vv. 3-4), and 
tell of His glory and greatness among the nations (vv. 5-6).

Once we experience salvation, we don’t sit back and cruise 
through the Christian life. Salvation is a call to action. Out 
of thankfulness for the Lord, we can love others like Jesus 
(1 John 4:10-12) and share with the world the good news 
of the gospel (Matt. 28:19-20; John 14:15). Guide kids to 
recognize that every good gift comes from God (Jas. 1:17), 
and God’s greatest gift to us is His own Son, Jesus. With 
hearts of gratitude, praise and worship the Lord together.
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A Song of Thanksgiving
Isaiah 12

Isaiah the prophet told God’s message to the people 
of Judah. He told them about a time in the future—the 
Day of the Lord—when God will judge the earth and 
bless His people.

What will that day be like? Isaiah said that it will be a 
happy day! God will rescue His people from sin. God’s 
people will sing and thank Him.

Isaiah said, “On that day, you will say: 
‘I will praise You, Lord!
You were angry with me, but You did not stay angry.
You have comforted me.
Yes, God is the One who saves me.
I will trust Him and not be afraid.
The Lord gives me strength and keeps me safe.’
“God will save His people, and you will have joy. You 

will sing: ‘Praise the Lord! Make His name famous! Tell 
everyone what He has done. Sing to the Lord. He has 
done glorious things. Tell everyone in the world about Him. 
People of Zion, shout and sing! The Holy One of Israel is 
with you, and He is great!’ ”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Call for response: 
After each line of 
praise, call for kids 
to echo the words. 
Repeat once or twice 
as time allows. 

• Sing out the 
story: Raise your 
voice and speak 
joyfully and sincerely 
as you tell Isaiah’s 
words of praise.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Isaiah looked forward to the day when 
God’s words would come true—God would bless His people, 
and they would be thankful and tell everyone about Him. By 
sending His Son, God kept His promise to save people from sin. 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again. Those who trust in Him 
rejoice and are saved.
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Kids Worship LEADER

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Maggie and Greta enter wearing school uniform-style clothing: 
khaki skirts or pants and polo shirts with nice shoes. They are 
chatting together about the recent school election. They both 
look a little sad and confused.]
MAGGIE • I just can’t believe we did not win! We did such 

a good job campaigning, and we still lost. I’m really 
upset about this. I just don’t think Clark is the 
right kid for the job of class president. Though, for 
what it’s worth, I do think Amir will make a good 
treasurer. I didn’t think a new kid would win, but I’m 
OK losing to him. He’s a nice guy.

GRETA • I feel the same way. It is disappointing to want 
something as badly as we wanted to be on student 
council and not get it.

MAGGIE • Tell me about it. I feel like I’m going to cry.
GRETA • That’s OK. You can cry if you need to.
MAGGIE • You don’t seem very upset. What’s your secret?

• countdown video

• leader attire

SESSION TITLE: A Song of Thanksgivin
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
MAIN POINT: We are thankful because Jesus died on the cross and rose again 

to save us from our sins.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
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GRETA • I don’t think it’s a secret. I’ve just been learning 
a lot the last few weeks. We’ve talked about God 
so much, and learning about Jesus’ mission for us 
has really helped me to see things through a new 
perspective.

MAGGIE • Really? Tell me more because I would love to 
avoid bawling my eyes out in math.

GRETA • Well, I know you and I wanted to be treasurer and 
class president, but I think that we need to remember 
that God is in control. We don’t have to give up our 
dreams of helping the school and community just 
because we aren’t on student council.

MAGGIE • I guess you are right, but I still think it would 
have been easier had we won the election.

GRETA • Maybe, but Jesus never said everything would 
be easy. That doesn’t mean there’s nothing to be 
thankful for. We may not have won the class election, 
but we can still take part in Jesus’ mission and obey 
Him. He died on the cross for our sin and rose again 
to give us new life. That’s reason enough for me to be 
thankful!

MAGGIE • You know what, you are right! And I think I have 
a Bible story to share to prove how right you are!

Big picture question (1 min.)

GRETA • Really? Awesome! Will it help us understand our 
big picture question?

MAGGIE • You bet it will! [to kids] How many of you 
remember our big picture question and answer? 
[Take responses.] 

GRETA • Yep! What is our mission as believers? Our 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster
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mission as believers is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Spirit..

Giant timeline (1 min.)

MAGGIE • We’ve been learning about the time after Jesus 
rose from the dead. He met with His disciples and 
other people over the course of 40 days. He showed 
them that He is alive and gave them a mission to 
make disciples of all people around the world.

GRETA • That’s right. When we trust in Him, we can 
remain thankful even when we face circumstances 
that feel disappointing.

MAGGIE • This week we will revisit the words of a prophet 
named Isaiah to see what he wrote about the 
coming Messiah. Our story is called “A Song of 
Thanksgiving.”

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Isaiah 12. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips provided with the Bible story script to help you 
tell the story, or watch the Bible story video “A Song of 
Thanksgiving.”
MAGGIE • Even though Isaiah lived hundreds of years before 

Jesus came, God revealed to him parts of His plan. 
GRETA • I get it! Isaiah knew that God could be trusted. 

God told Isaiah about the coming Messiah who 
would save people. Isaiah looked ahead to that time 
when God would rescue His people and gave thanks 
to God. Isaiah predicted that all God’s people would 
praise Him for His works.

MAGGIE • Precisely. As a result of their thankfulness 
towards God, God’s people would tell others of the 
wonderful things He had done for them. That was 
what Isaiah prophesied.

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “A Song of 

Thanksgiving” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
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GRETA • That sounds a lot like when Jesus’ followers obey 
Him and live on mission.

MAGGIE • That’s a huge part of it. We are thankful because 
Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save us 
from our sins. That thankfulness goes beyond our 
temporary circumstances and helps us to live on 
mission for Him. When our hearts are filled with 
love for Jesus and thankfulness for what He did for 
us, we can’t help but tell others about Him, just as 
He commanded. What is our mission as believers? 
Our mission as believers is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Spirit..

Christ connection
GRETA • It’s just like Isaiah wrote—God was angry, but 

He did not stay angry. We are all sinners, and we all 
deserve death. However, instead of simply punishing 
us all as we deserve, God sent Jesus to live a perfect 
life we could never live and die the death we ought 
to have died. When Jesus rose again on the third day, 
He made the way for those who believe in Him to 
have eternal life with God.

MAGGIE • Understanding what Jesus has done for us—
knowing the gift that God has given us—makes 
it easy to be thankful. No matter what difficult 
situations we may face in life, nothing can take away 
the eternal life we have with God. If we believe in 
Him, we are saved and securely in God’s hands. 
What better reason to give thanks?!

GRETA • Our thankful hearts overflow from us and pour 
into the lives of others as we praise God and tell of 
the wonderful things He has done for us. We know 
the greatest news in the history of the world, and we 
have a mission to tell others that good news.

Tip: Consider using 
your Bible and 
the gospel poster 
provided to explain 
to kids how to 
become a Christian. 
Anytime you invite 
kids to respond in a 
large group setting, 
make sure you have 
counselors available 
to speak with kids 
individually to 
answer questions.
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Group demonstration (5 min.)

MAGGIE • What you said earlier, about out thankful hearts 
overflowing, it made me think of a cool experiment.

GRETA • Really? Let’s see it!
Place about three tablespoons of baking soda into an empty 
20-ounce bottle. Pour about three tablespoons of white 
vinegar into the bottle and quickly stretch the end of the 
balloon over the opening of the bottle. The gas released by 
the vinegar and baking soda reaction will fill the balloon 
with carbon dioxide, inflating it.
MAGGIE • When we mix baking soda and vinegar, a 

chemical reaction occurs that releases carbon dioxide 
gas. That’s the same gas we breathe out! It expands 
to fill the container it’s in, which in our case was the 
bottle and balloon. The balloon stretched to fit more 
of the gas. 

In a way, the balloon is like our hearts and the 
carbon dioxide is like our thankfulness toward Jesus 
for saving us. The mo e we understand about Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, the more thankful we feel 
toward Him. As our thankfulness increases, our 
hearts grow too! 

GRETA • Wow, cool idea. There’s just one problem.
MAGGIE • What’s that?
GRETA • Well, if you let that carbon dioxide out of the 

balloon, the balloon will shrink back down as it 
deflates. When we share our thankfulness with the 
world, our hearts stay full. We can give away our 
thankfulness without losing any of it!

MAGGIE • Great point! We worship God and live on 
mission as a result of our thankfulness toward Jesus, 
but that just increases the thankfulness we feel more 
and more!

• Allergy Alert 
download

• baking soda
• white vinegar
• empty 20-ounce 

bottle
• balloon
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Review (4 min.)

MAGGIE • You ready for a few review questions?
GRETA • I am. [to kids] What about all of you? To make it a 

bit more challenging, let’s review the whole unit!
1. Who wasn’t with Jesus’ disciples the first time He 

appeared to them? (Thomas, John 20:24)
2. What did Jesus ask Peter three times? (“Do you love 

Me?” John 21:15-17) 
3. What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Spirit..

4. Where did Jesus go after appearing to various 
people over the 40 days after He rose again? (Jesus 
ascended to heaven in a cloud, Acts 1:9)

5. Why are believers thankful? (We are thankful 
because Jesus died on the cross and rose again to 
save us from our sins, Isaiah 12)

Key passage (5 min.)

MAGGIE • Great job with those review questions. Who has 
memorized our key passage?

GRETA • I bet a lot of you have! Does anyone want to come 
say it for us?

Take volunteers to say the key passage from memory. Thank 
all volunteers for their effort. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
and encourage the kids to read along in their Bibles. Display 
the key passage poster for kids to read. Then sing the key 
passage song.
MAGGIE • Just as Paul passed on the news of Jesus, we are 

called to pass that news on too.
GRETA • Paul called Jesus’ death and resurrection “most 

important.” When we know Jesus, we see the 
importance of the gospel and live on mission to share 

• Key Passage Poster
• “On the Third Day” 

song
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the gospel with everyone we meet. We teach people 
who believe in Jesus to go out and do the same—
make disciples who make disciples.

Group game (5–10 min.)

THANKFUL HEARTS TAG

MAGGIE • All this talk of thankfulness makes me want to 
jump and shout for joy.

GRETA • Why don’t we turn that energy toward a fun game?
MAGGIE • Great idea. I know just the game!
Choose one kid to be It. He must chase the other kids in an 
attempt to tag someone else. When he does, he must state 
one thing he is thankful for. The kid tagged becomes It and 
must tag a new kid and state something she is thankful for.

Encourage the kids not to repeat things they are thankful 
for. Remind them that there are many things to be thankful 
for that they may not think of right away.
GRETA • That was so much fun. It’s a great way to help 

us understand thankfulness. Thankfulness is most 
evident when we talk about it. We know which 
movies we like the most because they are the ones we 
talk about. In a similar way, when we are thankful for 
what Jesus has done for us, we tell others about Him!

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

MAGGIE • Let’s sing praises to God, just like Isaiah 
prophesied we would.

GRETA • I love it! We get to be a part of God’s plan coming 
true on earth!

Sing “The Glory.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “The lory” song (unit theme)
• “Jesus Is Alive” song
• “God on High” song

• “The Glory” song 
and other songs of 
your choice
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• “Follow” song
• “Lord of All (Highest Heights)” song

Missions (6 min.)

MAGGIE • You know, we’ve been talking so much about the 
mission Jesus gave us, I think it’s important to talk 
about where that mission might take us!

GRETA • Great idea. Where do missionaries go? Let’s watch 
this video to find out.

Show the missions video “All the Many Places.”
MAGGIE • What a great reminder! Missionaries can 

go anywhere and live anywhere because people 
everywhere need to hear the truth about Jesus. Even 
if God doesn’t call you to live at the ends of the 
earth, you can tell people about Jesus in your own 
town this very week!

GRETA • And if God does someday call you to travel far 
away to spread the gospel, we know that He will go 
with you and prepare the way for His message to be 
heard.

Announcements (2 min.)

MAGGIE • I am glad you helped me see the importance of 
focusing on God even though we lost the election.

GRETA • Yeah! Thank you for sharing that awesome story 
with us. I love learning truth from God’s Word. 
Before we go, let’s share some announcements with 
the kids.

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)

MAGGIE • Would you end our time with a prayer?
GRETA • It would be my honor.

God, thank You for sending Jesus to rescue us. 

• “All the Many 
Places” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per kid
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ThankYou for turning Your anger about sin away 
from us. We know that You are good and You love 
us. Help us live for You and carry the gospel to the 
ends of the earth so more people can know You and 
worship You with shouts of praise. Amen.

Additional idea
ABC THANKFULNESS CIRCLE

Guide the kids to sit in a circle. Instruct the kids to take 
turns saying one thing they are thankful for. The first kid 
must think of something that starts with the letter A, the 
second kid B, the third kid C, and so forth.
GRETA • It’s good to take time to remember all the ways 

God has shown His love to us.
MAGGIE • We have so much to be thankful for. Jesus has 

saved us from sin, and God’s grace is available to 
everyone who believes!
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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