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Unit 27
Session 5
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Use Week of:

Jesus Ascended to Heaven
Acts 1:4-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus ascended to heaven in a cloud.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

KIDS
WORSHIP
• Review (4 min.)
• Countdown

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Christ connection

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Additional idea

5

Leader BIBLE STUDY
After Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus showed His
followers that He is alive. He taught them about Himself
and about God’s kingdom. (Luke 24:25-27,44-48) Jesus
told them that He would soon return to the Father.
(John 20:17)
Jesus directed the Eleven to go to a mountain. When they
arrived, Jesus appeared. Some of them wondered if Jesus was
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finally going to overthrow the Roman government and set
up His kingdom on earth.
Jesus said, “It is not for you to know times or periods that
the Father has set by His own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will
be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:7-8).
Jesus told them to remain in Jerusalem until they received
the Father’s promise—the Holy Spirit. Those who repented
of their sins and trusted in Jesus’ death and resurrection
would be baptized by the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:5) The Holy
Spirit would give them power to live holy lives and take the
gospel to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

he
“h
Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

After Jesus told the disciples these things, Jesus was taken
up into the sky—right in front of their eyes! (Acts 1:9)
Suddenly two men stood on the mountain next to the
disciples. “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
into heaven?” they asked. They said Jesus would return the
same way. (Acts 1:11)

5

Jesus is alive in heaven, waiting to return for His people.
Jesus told the disciples He was going to prepare a place
for them, and when we die, we will be with the Lord.
(John 14:1-3) In the meantime, Jesus has not left us alone.
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be with us and help us do
God’s work. One day, Jesus will return to make all things
new and to rule as Lord over all.

Jesus the Risen King
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Jesus Ascended to Heaven
Acts 1:4-14

• Change posture:
Move your body as
you tell the story.
Begin sitting. During
dialogue, turn one
direction when the
disciples speak and
another direction as
Jesus speaks. Stand
as you tell about
Jesus’ ascension.
• Use lighting
effects: Begin
telling the story with
the lights dimmed
and a spotlight
on the Bible story
picture. Raise the
lights completely
as you conclude the
story.

After Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the
dead, He spent time with His disciples over 40 days.
Now, Jesus gave His disciples important instructions.
He told them not to leave the city of Jerusalem. Jesus
said the disciples should wait there until God kept His
promise to give them the Holy Spirit.
Jesus reminded the disciples of John the Baptist. John
had baptized people with water when they turned away
from their sin and turned to God. Jesus said that in a
few days, the disciples would be baptized too. Not with
water, but with the Holy Spirit.
“Lord, are You giving the kingdom back to Israel now?”
the disciples asked. God was with His people—the Jews—
but they looked weak. The Romans ruled over them. The
Jewish people wanted to have power over other nations.
Jesus did not say yes, but He did not say no. “The Father
knows when the time is right,” He said. Then Jesus said,
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come on you. You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
As Jesus’ witnesses, the disciples would tell people what
they knew to be true. They would tell people the good news
about Jesus in the city of Jerusalem, in the surrounding area
of Judea and the nearby area of Samaria, and all over the
world. The Holy Spirit would be with them to help them.
After Jesus said these things, He went up into heaven.
The disciples watched Jesus until a cloud hid Him from
their sight. All of a sudden, two men appeared. The
men were wearing white clothes. These men asked the
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disciples, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you
into heaven, will come again. He will return in the same
way that you have seen Him going into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem, as Jesus had instructed
them, to pray and wait.
Christ Connection: Jesus left earth and returned to heaven,
but He did not leave us alone. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be
with us and help us do God’s work. One day, Jesus will return
to make all things new and to rule as Lord over all.

Jesus the Risen King
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Kids Worship LEADER
Jesus Ascended to Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 1:4-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus ascended to heaven in a cloud.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

• leader attire

d

Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to
end as worship time begins.

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Maggie and Greta enter wearing school uniform-style clothing:
khaki skirts or pants and polo shirts with nice shoes. They are
chatting together about the recent school election.]
MAGGIE • Well, all we have left to do is wait. The votes are
in, and it will take time to count them.
GRETA • Oh, goodness. I am a little nervous to learn who
won, but I’m very happy at the same time.
MAGGIE • Happy?
GRETA • Yep, happy. Campaigning was very stressful! I’m
glad to be done with that part of the election process.
MAGGIE • Yeah, I suppose I know what you mean. I don’t
mind it as much, but it is nice to get some time to
relax.
GRETA • Well, if we won, we won’t get to relax for long.
We’ll have to get to work on fulfilling our promises
from the campaign!
MAGGIE • True. That’s such an exciting thought. Is it bad
that I really enjoy thinking about what could happen
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if we win?
• I don’t think so, as long as you remember that it’s
not a sure thing. Don’t let yourself put your hope in
winning. Our hope is in Jesus, not a school election.
MAGGIE • Such a great point. I need to remember not to sit
around daydreaming but actually get work done! We
have a mission, so I need to be living it out each day.
GRETA • Exactly! You know, I actually have a Bible story to
share this week.
MAGGIE • You do?
GRETA • Yep. What you just said made me think of it.
And it fits in nicely with the other stories we’ve been
learning.
GRETA

Big picture question (1 min.)
• So we don’t need a new big picture question?
GRETA • Nope! We can keep the same one! [to kids] Do
any of you remember it? [Take responses.] Great
memories! That’s right.
MAGGIE • What is our mission as believers? Our mission
as believers is to make disciples of all nations by
the power of the Spirit.. Make sure to listen closely
to our story this week to see how it helps us see the
truth of this question and answer.
GRETA • Before we tell the story, I think it’s good to make
sure we know where we are in relation to where we
have been in the past.
MAGGIE

Giant timeline (1 min.)
• Well, we’ve been talking about the different
things Jesus did after He rose from the dead. He

MAGGIE

Jesus the Risen King

• Big Picture Question
Poster

• Giant Timeline
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came as God’s promised Rescuer, lived a perfect life,
died for sins, and rose again. Then He appeared to
His disciples on different occasions over the next 40
days.
GRETA • Four weeks ago, we learned that Jesus appeared to
His disciples.
MAGGIE • The week after that we learned that Jesus
showed His hands and side to Thomas to prove
that He is alive. Two weeks ago, we learned what
happened when Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a
mission.
GRETA • Last week, we learned about the mission Jesus
gave His followers. We learned that Jesus gave the
disciples the Great Commission. This week is the
story of how Jesus returned to be with God. Besides
stories that tell about the future, this is the last story
that has Jesus physically present in it. Our story this
week is called “Jesus Ascended to Heaven.”

g” is
a)

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus Ascended
to Heaven” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster

Open your Bible to Acts 1:4-14. Use the Bible storytelling
tips provided with the Bible story script to help you tell the
story, or watch the Bible story video “Jesus Ascended to
Heaven.”
MAGGIE • Wow, that story makes me feel a little sad. I don’t
like thinking about Jesus leaving His disciples.
GRETA • I understand why you feel that way. Although
Jesus left His disciples to be in heaven with God the
Father, He sent a Helper—the Holy Spirit—to be
with them and give them the power they needed to
fulfill the Great Commission.
You see, we often imagine that life would be easier
if Jesus were still here, but that is wrong! When we
think that, we are imagining that God’s plan could
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be better if He did things our way instead of His way.
Tha ’s foolish thinking.
The t uth is that Jesus ascended to heaven in a
cloud because it was part of God’s perfect plan. As
disciples of Jesus, we are better equipped for our
mission with the Holy Spirit living in us than we
would be with Jesus living near us. If that were not
true, God would have planned for Jesus to stay!
MAGGIE • I guess I never thought of that. It makes sense
though. Jesus is fully God and fully man, but when
He became flesh, He had only one body. By living
within all believers, the Holy Spirit multiplies the
number of people who have God’s power!
GRETA • Exactly. Like we talked about last week, Jesus
wants us to make disciples who make disciples. We
are called to multiply and fill the earth with people
who love Jesus and glorify God.
MAGGIE • Wait … multiply and fill the earth? Why does
that sound so familiar?
GRETA • Well, that was God’s original plan for Adam and
Eve! He told them to be fruitful and multiply. The
mission Jesus gave us is similar. It all ties back in
to our big picture question: What is our mission
as believers? Our mission as believers is to make
disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit..

Christ connection
• That is really amazing. God is so good. I love
seeing how all of Scripture fits together to tell us one
story about God’s love for us and desire to glorify His
name.
GRETA • Me too. All along, God had a plan to glorify
Himself around the world. Adam sinned, separating
us from God, and we rebel against God by sinning
MAGGIE

Jesus the Risen King

Tip: Consider using
your Bible and
the gospel poster
provided to explain
to kids how to
become a Christian.
Anytime you invite
kids to respond in a
large group setting,
make sure you have
counselors available
to speak with kids
individually to
answer questions.
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too. We cannot glorify Him the way we were meant
to. That’s why God sent Jesus!
Jesus lived a perfect life and died on the cross to
pay for our sin. He was raised on the third day to
prove that His sacrifice was enough and death was
defeated. Then, after p oving to His disciples that He
was alive, He returned to heaven to be with God and
sent us the Holy Spirit.
The oly Spirit lives in us to help us obey God
and tell others about Jesus. As we work towards the
goal of telling all nations, God’s glory in the world
grows! One day, when people from every tribe and
nation have heard the gospel, Jesus will return to fix
the world and undo all the pain of sin.

g” is
a)

Group demonstration (5 min.)
• Allergy Alert
download
• table tennis ball
• balloon
• feather

Tip: If weather
permits, run this
demo outside.

• I just thought of something fun to help us
understand Jesus’ ascension and return.
GRETA • Yeah? What’s that?
MAGGIE • I’ll show you! But first I need a volunteer.
Select a volunteer to come on stage. Give her a table tennis
ball and request that she throw it so high that it never
comes down. Next let her try with a balloon. Finally, let
her try with a feather. Make note that although some of the
objects seem to take longer to fall, they all end up returning
to earth after being thrown upward.
MAGGIE • You see, no matter how hard you throw
something, you just can’t throw it hard enough to
make sure it never comes down again. It always falls
back to the ground eventually.
GRETA • I see what you mean! That reminds me of Jesus’
promise to return. Jesus ascended to heaven in a
cloud, but He did not leave us alone. Jesus sent the
Holy Spirit to be with us and help us do God’s work.
MAGGIE
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One day, Jesus will return to make all things new and
to rule as Lord over all. Jesus went up, but He sent
the Holy Spirit down to help us.
MAGGIE • Plus, Jesus also promised to return. It won’t be
gravity that pulls Jesus back; it will be His love for us
and the promise He made to come back again.

Review (4 min.)
• I think I’m ready to review the story.
• Good call. Let’s see who can answer these
questions!
1. Where did Jesus tell His disciples to wait? (the city
of Jerusalem, Acts 1:4)
2. What were the disciples waiting for? (the Holy
Spirit, Acts 1:5)
3. Where would the disciples be Jesus’ witnesses?
(Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth; Acts 1:8)
4. Where did Jesus go after He spoke to His disciples?
(He went up into the sky in a cloud, Acts 1:9)
5. How will Jesus return? (the same way He went up,
Acts 1:11)
6. What did the disciples do next? (They returned
to Jerusalem to pray and wait for the Holy Spirit,
Acts 1:12-14)
7. What is our mission as believers? Our mission as
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the
power of the Spirit..

MAGGIE
GRETA

Key passage (5 min.)
• Hey, Greta, who has two thumbs and memorized
the entire key passage?
GRETA • Hmmm … I’m not sure. Who?
MAGGIE • [pointing to herself using her thumbs] This girl!
MAGGIE

Jesus the Risen King

• Key Passage Poster
• “On the Third Day”
song
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• That’s great! I wonder who else has it memorized.
Take volunteers to say the key passage from memory. If kids
get stuck, help them along. Thank all volunteers for their
effort. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 and encourage the kids to
read along in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for
kids to read. Then sing the key passage song.
MAGGIE • Memorizing Scripture is a great way to take
God’s Word with you wherever you go.
GRETA • This key passage helps us remember that Jesus
wants us to pass on the good news of His death and
resurrection. Paul even calls it the most important
thing he passed on! Our mission is to spread the
gospel!

g” is
a)

GRETA

• plastic party cups,
50

Group game (5–10 min.)
ASCENDING TOWER

• Whew, all that brain work is making my body a
little restless. Would you want to play a game with
me?
GRETA • I’d love to! What did you have in mind?
Form two teams of kids. Instruct each team to line up at
one end of the room. At the other end of the room, place
25 party cups across from each team. When you say go, the
first player on each team will go to his team’s cups and set
up one cup before returning to his team. Teams may decide
how they want to stack their cups (nested, pyramid, and so
forth).
If kids knock down their team’s cup stack, they may not
rebuild it; caution is more important than speed. The game
ends when both teams have created a tower using all 25 of
their cups. At the end of the game, the team with the tallest
tower using all 25 cups wins.
MAGGIE • Our towers were pretty high by the end of
the game, but they didn’t reach into heaven. Jesus
MAGGIE
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ascended to heaven in a cloud to be with God until
the time comes for Him to return and completely fix
the world. He gave us a mission to do while we wait.
GRETA • Jesus gave us the mission to tell the whole world
about His death and resurrection to pay for sin and
make the way to be with God. He did not leave us
alone though! He sent the Holy Spirit to live in us
and give us the power we need to complete the job
Jesus gave us.

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)
• Let’s praise God for being so good to us!
Sing “The Glory.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions:
• “The lory” song (unit theme)
• “Jesus Is Alive” song
• “God on High” song
• “Follow” song
• “Lord of All (Highest Heights)” song
MAGGIE

• “The Glory” song
and other songs of
your choice

Missions (6 min.)
• Hey, I meant to show you this cool video of
people obeying Jesus and sharing the gospel.
Show the missions video “Away from it All.”
GRETA • Wow! Talk about going to the ends of the earth!
Thanks for sharing that. Let’s all make sure we pray
for missionaries like the Jansen family. Living that
far from cities and towns can feel difficult, but God
wants us to share with the whole world! Let’s pray
that He helps them reach many people there.
MAGGIE

• “Away from it All”
missions video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per kid

Announcements (2 min.)
• Well, it’s about time for the results to be posted.
We better go check them out.

MAGGIE

Jesus the Risen King
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• Good idea. First, let’s share these announcements.
Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

g” is
a)

GRETA

Prayer (2 min.)
• Lord, thank You for Your goodness. Help us
to live on mission for You, sharing the gospel with
everyone we meet. Give us wisdom and courage to
share the good news of salvation through Jesus. Let
us be a part of glorifying You and expanding Your
kingdom to the ends of the earth.

MAGGIE

• balloon or beach
ball
• Allergy Alert
download

Additional idea
BALLOON BOP

Instruct the kids to gather in the middle of the room. Toss
an inflated balloon or beach ball into the group. Encourage
the kids to keep the balloon in the air as long as possible.
Kids may not catch the balloon; they may only bop it back
into the air.
GRETA • Just as our balloon always came back down after
we bopped it, we know that Jesus will return because
He has promised to return. In the meantime, He
has given us the Holy Spirit to help us obey His
command to make disciples who make disciples.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Jesus the Risen King
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