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Unit 27 • Session 4

Jesus Gave the Great Commission

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave the disciples the Great Commission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

Unit 27
Session 4

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He appeared to His 
disciples over a 40-day period. At one point, He appeared to 
more than 500 people. During that time, Jesus taught about 
the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3) Some disciples wondered if 
Jesus was going to restore the kingdom of Israel. (Acts 1:6)

Jesus had a different plan for the disciples. He directed 
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the Eleven to go to a mountain, where He appeared to 
them again. They worshiped Him, but some still doubted. 
(Matt. 28:17) On the mountain, Jesus gave His disciples 
the Great Commission. First, Jesus stated that all authority 
had been given to Him. Before the resurrection, Jesus 
had authority as God the Son. Through the resurrection, 
however, the Father gave Jesus far more than even Satan 
had promised. (Matt. 4:8-9) Through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, God subjected everything to His beloved Son. 
(See Heb. 2:5-9.)

Because of Jesus’ authority, He commanded His disciples 
to go into the world and preach the gospel, the good 
news about Him. The Great Commission is not just for 
missionaries far from home. All believers are called to 
share the gospel with others, teach them to obey God’s 
commands, and baptize them in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus finished His commission with a 
profound promise: “And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

Talk to the kids you teach about the importance of living 
out the Great Commission. Because Jesus has authority over 
all places and all people at all times, we can take the good 
news about Jesus to all places and all people at all times. 
God has given us a mission and gives us power through the 
Holy Spirit to obey this calling.
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Jesus Gave the Great Commission
Matthew 28:16-20

After Jesus had been raised from the dead, He met 
with His disciples over the next 40 days. During that time, 
Jesus told them even more about God’s kingdom. Then 
Jesus’ eleven disciples went to a mountain in Galilee. 
Jesus had told them to go there. When the disciples saw 
Jesus, some of them worshiped Him. But some of the 
disciples still doubted.

Then Jesus went up to them and said, “All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Jesus is 
God the Son; He always had authority. But after Jesus died 
on the cross and rose from the dead, God gave Him all 
authority in heaven and on earth. Jesus is the King over all 
creation, and He rules over God’s kingdom.

Jesus gave the disciples—and everyone who follows 
Him—a job to do. He said, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel. Make disciples of people from every 
nation.” A disciple is a follower. Jesus wants His followers 
to tell people all over the world how to be rescued from sin 
and death by trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Then 
those people who believe would become disciples of Jesus 
too.

Jesus also said, “Baptize them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” New 
disciples are cleansed from sin by Jesus’ blood. When 
believers are baptized, they show the world that they have 
turned away from sin and trusted in Jesus as their Savior. 

Jesus continued, “Teach them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.” Disciples who love Jesus will want 
to obey Him. Then Jesus said, “Remember this: I am 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Elevate Jesus’ 
words: Each time 
you read words Jesus 
said, stand on a 
platform or low chair 
to emphasize Jesus’ 
commands to the 
disciples. 

• Make eye 
contact: Engage 
kids by making eye 
contact with boys 
and girls as you tell 
the story.

The BIBLE STORY

152 Kids Worship Guide
Unit 27 • Session 4

005786046_v9_KidsWorshipGuide.indb   152 3/10/17   7:33 AM

© 2017 LifeWay



always with you, until the very end of the age.”

Christ Connection: The good news about what Jesus has 
done to rescue us from our sins is too great to keep to ourselves. 
Before Jesus went back to heaven, He gave the disciples a job to 
do. Jesus wants His followers to teach people everywhere about 
Jesus so they will trust in Him as their Lord and Savior.
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Kids Worship LEADER

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Maggie and Greta enter wearing school uniform-style clothing: 
khaki skirts or pants and polo shirts with nice shoes. They are 
chatting together about the upcoming school election.]
MAGGIE • OK, so remember the talking points we 

discussed. 
GRETA • Right. We want to increase accessibility for 

students with disabilities, decrease the wait times for 
cafeteria lines, and facilitate communication between 
students and teachers to make school a more effective 
learning environment.

MAGGIE • And don’t forget about the fundraising!
GRETA • Oh, right! We want to get rid of cold winter car 

washes and replace them with the sale of student-
produced arts and crafts.

MAGGIE • Way to go! I think you are ready.
GRETA • I don’t know. I still feel pretty nervous. I do not 

enjoy speaking in front of people. It always makes 
my tummy feel fluttery.

• countdown video

• leader attire

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Gave the Great Commission
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave the disciples the Great Commission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 

believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
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MAGGIE • I understand. One trick I use when I have to give 
class presentations is to find people in the audience 
that I know well. That way I can make eye contact 
so it looks like I’m engaging the people, without 
staring into a stranger’s eyes. Eye contact is one of the 
main things that can make me feel uncomfortable 
in public speaking, but it’s much easier to hold eye 
contact with a friend.

GRETA • That’s good advice. 
MAGGIE • Also, don’t fidget. It may feel like you are 

standing around like a robot, but standing firm is 
way better than fidgeting. It makes you look sturdy 
instead of nervous.

GRETA • OK, I think I’ve got it. 
MAGGIE • Good. Remember, this speech is important for 

casting vision to the school. This is your opportunity 
to help them see the future the way you see it. It’s 
your chance to show them why you would be a 
good choice for class president. But despite that, it’s 
still just one speech. You don’t need to feel nervous 
because this is not the most important thing ever.

GRETA • I know. You are right. This is important, so I need 
to take it seriously, but it’s not the most important, 
so there’s no need to be nervous about it. Ugh, I still 
feel nervous.

MAGGIE • Well, what if I get your mind off the speech with 
a story from the Bible? That has always worked in 
the past.

GRETA • That’s a great idea. I vote we do that!
MAGGIE • OK! I know just the story.
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Big picture question (1 min.)

GRETA • We are going to go over the big picture question 
first, aren’t we?

MAGGIE • You bet. Let’s see who remembers it. [Take 
responses.] Awesome!

GRETA • That’s right! What is our mission as believers? 
Our mission as believers is to make disciples of all 
nations by the power of the Spirit..

Giant timeline (1 min.)

MAGGIE • We’ve been studying that question for a few 
weeks now. Three weeks ago, when you first agreed 
to run for class president, we learned that Jesus 
appeared to His disciples.

GRETA • And then two weeks back, when I was struggling 
with doubt, we talked about how Jesus showed His 
hands and side to Thomas. 

MAGGIE • Last week, after our fight, we learned that Jesus 
forgave Peter and gave him a mission. This week 
our story comes from the Book of Matthew, and it is 
called “Jesus Gave the Great Commission.”

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Matthew 28:16-20. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips provided with the Bible story script to help 
you tell the story, or watch the Bible story video “Jesus Gave 
the Great Commission.”
MAGGIE • What a wonderful Bible story.
GRETA • You do a great job at picking stories that feel just 

right for what’s going on in our lives. I have been 
worried so much about the campaign speech that I’ve 
lost sight of what our mission as believers really is. It’s 
good to want to make our school a better place, but 
that’s not the most important goal I have.

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus Gave the 

Great Commission” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
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MAGGIE • Exactly! Jesus gave the disciples the Great 
Commission. He outlined for His disciples what 
their most important goals should be.

GRETA • I love that the mission He gives flows out of His 
authority. He reminded His followers that He has all 
authority on heaven and earth, and says “therefore, 
go on this mission I have for you.”

MAGGIE • Pretty cool, huh? He basically gives them 
instructions for growing the church! Disciple people, 
baptize them, and teach them to obey, all by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

GRETA • Can you help me understand what it means to 
disciple someone?

MAGGIE • Sure! That’s a great question. A disciple is 
a person who follows, so to disciple someone is 
basically helping them to follow, walking with them 
to show them what following looks like. We disciple 
people by making friends with them and telling them 
about Jesus. We say with our words and show with 
our actions what it looks like to follow Jesus, and we 
encourage them to do the same.

Christ connection
GRETA • So wait … do we disciple people before or after we 

tell them about Jesus?
MAGGIE • We share the gospel and walk alongside anyone 

who wants to know more about Jesus. Once a person 
believes the gospel, we disciple her to help her grow 
in her faith. But we need the gospel for the whole 
process, not just to get someone to believe, but to 
help them continue growing in the Lord. When we 
share the gospel with unbelievers, that’s evangelism. 
When we share the gospel with believers, it’s 
discipleship!

Tip: Consider using 
your Bible and 
the gospel poster 
provided to explain 
to kids how to 
become a Christian. 
Anytime you invite 
kids to respond in a 
large group setting, 
make sure you have 
counselors available 
to speak with kids 
individually to 
answer questions.
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GRETA • I see what you are saying. The gospel isn’t just 
something we need to start believing in Jesus, it’s also 
the message that helps us continue believing in Jesus 
as we live new lives that glorify Him.

MAGGIE • Exactly. That’s what makes it so powerful. The 
knowledge that Jesus loves us and died for us is the 
reason we repent of sin and the reason we tell others 
the good news. It’s too good to keep to ourselves! 
Thankfully, Jesus never wanted us to keep it secret.

Group demonstration (5 min.)

GRETA • I love the way Jesus set things up for His disciples. 
He told them what needed to be done, how to do it, 
and even where to start!

MAGGIE • That’s right. He said “all nations,” but those 
words can also mean “all people groups.” Basically, 
Jesus wanted everyone to hear!

GRETA • That’s a big task, but when each believer tells the 
gospel to other people who then believe, the number 
of people who have heard the gospel grows fast!

Invite a volunteer on stage. Give him a dry erase marker. 
Ask him to draw a small circle on the bottom of the 
dry erase board. Then instruct him to draw three lines 
branching out from that circle. At the end of each of those 
lines, he will draw another circle, and out of each of those 
circles he will draw three lines. He should repeat this 
process as many times as he can before the diagram is too 
large and messy to continue.
MAGGIE • That diagram grew so fast we started running out 

of space after only a few rounds of drawing. Imagine 
trying to make the same diagram with five or six lines 
coming from every circle. 

GRETA • In a way, that’s how the gospel spreads! Each 
person tells more people, and those who believe tell 

• dry erase board
• dry erase markers

Tip: If your group 
is larger, consider 
letting the first kid 
bring two other 
kids on stage, who 
will each bring two 
others. Soon the 
stage will be full!
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more people. If we are faithful to obey God, we can 
spread the gospel everywhere faster than you would 
think. Isn’t God’s mission for us cool?

Review (4 min.)

MAGGIE • It sure is! Let’s take some time to review the story.
GRETA • Deal.

1. Where did the disciples meet? (on a mountain in 
Galilee, Matt. 28:16)

2. How much authority does Jesus have since His 
resurrection? (all authority in heaven and on earth, 
Matt. 28:18)

3. Where would the disciples take the gospel? (all 
nations, Matt. 28:19)

4. What were the disciples instructed to teach people? 
(to obey everything Jesus commanded, Matt. 20:20)

5. What else were the disciples instructed to do? 
(baptize people in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit; Matt. 28:19)

6. How long will Jesus be with us? (always, 
Matt. 20:20) 

7. What is our mission as believers? Our mission as 
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Spirit..

Key passage (5 min.)

MAGGIE • Great job with the review. I have exciting news: 
I’ve almost memorized the whole key passage!

GRETA • Me too! Do you want to hear me say it?
MAGGIE • You’ll be doing enough speaking later on. Why 

don’t we give the other kids a chance to say it from 
memory? [to kids] Has anyone else memorized it?

Take volunteers to say the key passage from memory. If kids 
get stuck, help them along. Thank all volunteers for their 

• Key Passage Poster
• “On the Third Day” 

song
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effort. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 and encourage the kids to 
read along in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for 
kids to read. Then sing the key passage song.

Group game (5–10 min.)

COMMISSION TAG

MAGGIE • Let’s play a game!
Select one kid to be It. It must chase other kids to tag them. 
When It tags a kid, she becomes It and must chase the kids. 
A kid cannot immediately re-tag the kid who tagged her. 

Play for a minute or two in this way; then stop the game 
and alter the rules so that each kid who tags a kid remains 
It along with the tagged kid. Consider using a stopwatch to 
see how fast multiple kids can tag the whole group.
GRETA • That was awesome! Just as each kid who got 

tagged in our second round of play could go out 
and tag more people, Jesus wants each believer to go 
out and tell more people about Him. Jesus gave the 
disciples the Great Commission. When we teach 
new believers to share the gospel, there’s no limit to 
how quickly we can tell the whole world about Jesus!

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

MAGGIE • It’s so wonderful to be a part of Jesus’ mission to 
save people all over the world.

GRETA • Yep. And I was just thinking, one way we can show 
and tell people about Jesus is by singing His praises! 
Let’s praise God together!

Sing “The Glory.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “The lory” song (unit theme)
• “Jesus Is Alive” song
• “God on High” song
• “Follow” song

• stopwatch 
(optional)

• “The Glory” song 
and other songs of 
your choice
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• “Lord of All (Highest Heights)” song

Missions (6 min.)

MAGGIE • Last week we saw what some missionaries were 
doing to obey Jesus’ mission in Brazil.

GRETA • They were using soccer and a special soccer ball to 
tell people that they need a Savior and that Jesus died 
for their sins to be forgiven. 

MAGGIE • We have another video from Brazil, where one 
young woman tells about her experience sharing 
Jesus with kids in their school. Let’s check it out!

Show the missions video “An Amazing Thing.”
GRETA • So cool! It is amazing to be a part of what God is 

doing all over the world. But remember, you don’t 
have to be good at soccer or travel to Brazil to tell 
people about Jesus. Wherever you are and whatever 
you like to do, you can do it to glorify God and use 
it to tell people about Jesus. Let’s pray that God helps 
us have courage to share the good news with our 
friends and obey the mission Jesus gave us.

Announcements (2 min.)

MAGGIE • Well, we are getting close to the assembly. Are 
you feeling better about giving your big speech to the 
school?

GRETA • You know what? I really am feeling better! I want 
to do a good job and cast vision for the school. 
But the more important mission is not winning a 
school election, it’s sharing the gospel with people. 
I’m gonna review some of the talking points again. 
Would you tell our friends about what they can 
expect over the next few weeks?

MAGGIE • I’d be happy to!
Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

• “An Amazing Thing” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per kid
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Prayer (2 min.)

MAGGIE • Let’s end our time together with a prayer.
GRETA • Sounds good.

Lord, Your love is amazing and everlasting. Thank
You for sending Jesus to save us from sin. ThankYou 
that we can be a part of Your amazing mission to tell 
the whole world about You. Help us honor You with 
our lives and give You the glory You deserve. Amen

Additional idea 
FISH AND NETS

Select three kids to be a “net.” They will spread out near the 
middle of the room. Each kid must keep one foot planted at 
all times but may pivot on his planted foot.

The other kids will gather at one end of the room. When 
you say go, they must run across the room avoiding the 
“net” kids. Any kids tagged become “nets” and must abide 
by the pivoting rule, but they may choose where they plant 
their foot.
MAGGIE • As the game went on, it became harder and 

harder to cross without getting tagged. Eventually, 
the whole room had “nets” spread out around it. In a 
way, we are like the nets in the game when we share 
the gospel. We can’t always travel anywhere in the 
world to share the gospel, but we can share the gospel 
with the people we encounter “within our reach.” 
That’s what it means to be a “fisher of men!” Jesus 
gave the disciples the Great Commission, and we 
are a part of that mission.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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