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Unit 27
Session 3
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Use Week of:

Jesus Forgives and Restores
John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

3

KIDS
WORSHIP
• Review (4 min.)
• Countdown

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Christ connection

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Additional idea

Leader BIBLE STUDY
After Jesus’ resurrection and His appearance to the disciples,
seven of the disciples returned to Galilee, near the sea where
Jesus had called four of His disciples to be fishers of men.
(See Luke 5:1-11.) The disciples went fishing. Perhaps they
felt it reasonable to return to the fishing business since their
stint as disciples was apparently over—or so they thought!
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In Bible times, nighttime was the preferred time for fishing.
Fish caught at night could be sold fresh in the morning at
market. But by daybreak, the disciples had caught nothing.
Jesus stood at the shore, but the disciples did not know it
was Him. He called to them, “Men, you don’t have any fish,
do you?” (John 21:5). Then He urged them to cast their net
on the right side of the boat. They obeyed, and they were
unable to haul in the big catch!
John knew right away who He was. “It is the Lord!” John
exclaimed. Peter immediately tied his outer garment around
him and jumped into the sea, swimming 300 feet to shore.
When the other six disciples arrived in the boat, they found
Jesus sitting beside a charcoal fire with fish and bread.
“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus said. Jesus ate with His
disciples; then He turned to Peter.
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“h
Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

3

John 21:15-19 describes Peter’s restoration. The disciple
who told Jesus that he would die for Him (Luke 22:31-34)
had denied Jesus three times. (Luke 22:54-62) Jesus
asked Peter three times if he loved Jesus. Each time Peter
responded yes, Jesus told Peter to feed His lambs. Jesus
restored Peter to ministry.
Emphasize to the kids you teach that Jesus’ plan for the
disciples did not end with His death and resurrection.
When Jesus first called the disciples to follow Him, Jesus
had promised to make them fishers of men. Instead
of catching fish, they would tell people about Jesus.
(Luke 5:1-11) The disciples had left Jesus when He was
arrested, but Jesus still wanted to use them in God’s plan to
rescue people from their sin. Jesus is a Lord who forgives us
and makes things right again.

Jesus the Risen King
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Jesus Forgives and Restores
John 21:1-19

• Play sound
effects: Play ocean
sounds softly in
the background as
you tell the story
to create a seaside
atmosphere. Use
sounds to enhance
the story, not distract
from it. Consider
turning on a small
fan to give a gentle
breeze.
• Use art: Before the
session, draw and cut
out figures of Jesus,
the disciples, a boat,
and a net with fish.
Attach the figures
to a chalkboard or
dry erase board and
move them around
as you tell the story.

Three days after Jesus died on the cross, He came
back to life. More than once, Jesus appeared to His
disciples and proved that He was alive. One day, Jesus
met His disciples while they were fishing on the Sea of
Galilee.
Peter and the other disciples got into a boat and
spent all night on the water, but they did not catch any
fish. The next morning, as the sun was coming up, Jesus
stood on the shore. He called out to the disciples, but
they did not recognize Him. Jesus said, “Men, have you
caught any fish?”
“No,” they answered.
“Put your net in the water on the right side of the
boat, and you will catch some fish,” Jesus said.
The disciples did what Jesus said. So many fish were
in their net, that they could not pull the net back into
the boat!
One of the disciples said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
Peter tied his clothing around himself and jumped into the
water so he could swim to shore.
The rest of the disciples traveled in the boat back to
the shore. They pulled the net full of fish behind them.
When the disciples got out of the boat, they saw bread
and a charcoal fire with fish on it. “Bring some of the fish
you’ve caught,” Jesus said. So Peter pulled the net ashore. It
was full of large fish—153 of them!
“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus said.
Jesus took the bread and gave it to them. Then He gave
them the fish. This was the third time Jesus appeared to the
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disciples after He was raised from the dead.
Jesus turned to Peter. “Do you love Me more than
these?” He asked.
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said. “You know that I love You.”
“Feed My lambs,” Jesus told him.
Jesus asked Peter again, “Do you love Me?”
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said. “You know that I love You.”
“Take care of My sheep,” Jesus said.
Jesus asked Peter a third time, “Do you love Me?”
Peter was very sad that Jesus asked him a third
time. Peter loved Jesus very much! “Lord, You know
everything! You know that I love You!”
“Feed My sheep,” Jesus said. Jesus told Peter that
he would bring honor to God. Then Jesus said to him,
“Follow Me!”
Christ Connection: When Jesus first called the disciples
to follow Him, Jesus had promised to make them fishers of
men. Instead of catching fish, they would tell people about
Jesus. (Luke 5:1-11) The disciples had left Jesus when He was
arrested and even denied Him, but Jesus still wanted to use
them in God’s plan. Jesus is the Lord who forgives us and makes
things right again.

Jesus the Risen King
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Kids Worship LEADER
Jesus Forgives and Restores
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as believers? Our mission as
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Spirit.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

• leader attire

d

Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to
end as worship time begins.

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Maggie enters, visibly upset. She paces back and forth across
the stage before noticing the audience.]
MAGGIE • Oh hey, everyone. I didn’t notice you at first. I
hope your day is going better than mine. Greta and I
got into a big fight today. Let me tell you all about it.
One of our teachers thought Greta cheated on her
homework because her answers were really similar
to someone else’s. Miss Foster was very upset. Greta
expected me to stick up for her. I totally should have,
but I was afraid I might get in trouble too. You see,
Greta and I worked together on that assignment.
I didn’t copy her answers, but she did help me
understand how to do some of the problems. Tha ’s
how I know she didn’t cheat on it. Tha ’s also how
I knew that my answers were pretty similar to Greta’s.
I was afraid that if I tried to stand up for Greta, I’d
get accused of cheating along with Greta and James,
so I kept my mouth shut instead of standing up for
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her. She was furious with me later. We both said
things we didn’t mean, and soon we decided not to
speak anymore. It definitely got out of cont ol. The
thing is, I know I made a mistake, but I don’t think
she’d even listen long enough for me to apologize.
Either way, I miss my best friend.
[Greta enters, looking concerned. She quietly approaches
Maggie.]
GRETA • Hey, Maggie?
MAGGIE • [shocked to see Greta] Oh hey, Greta.
GRETA • Look, I wanted to say that I am sorry for the mean
things I said to you. I shouldn’t have let my anger
and sadness control my actions. I felt really betrayed
by you when you did not stick up for me, but that
doesn’t give me the right to go off on you. I know
you were scared of getting in trouble too.
MAGGIE • Oh, Greta! [hugging Greta] I totally and
completely forgive you! And I am so sorry that I
didn’t stick up for you. You are my best friend, and I
should have been willing to risk trouble to help you
when you needed it.
GRETA • I forgive you too. I hate it when we fight. It’s no
fun, and it just makes my stomach feel queasy.
MAGGIE • I know what you mean. It means a lot to me that
you came to find me to patch up things. We can’t let
stuff like this get in the way of our friendship.
GRETA • True. Plus, I still need your help if I’m going to be
class president!
MAGGIE • Ha! Isn’t that the truth! But you know, with the
day we’ve had, it might be good to take a break from
campaigning to hear a Bible story.

Jesus the Risen King
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Big picture question (1 min.)
• Big Picture Question
Poster

• Giant Timeline

• I agree. What was our big picture question again?
MAGGIE • Let’s see if any of the kids know! [Coax responses
from the kids.] That’s right! Good job. What is our
mission as believers? Our mission as believers is to
make disciples of all nations by the power of the
Spirit..
GRETA

Giant timeline (1 min.)
• We’ve been talking about the time after Jesus rose
from the dead. Two weeks ago, we talked about when
He appeared to His disciples.
GRETA • Last week we learned what happened when one of
Jesus disciples refused to believe Jesus was alive until
he saw Jesus for himself. We learned that God wants
us to have faith.
MAGGIE • This week, we are going to learn what happened
between Peter and Jesus now that Jesus was alive
again. Remember, Peter had denied Jesus three times!
Peter pretended that he didn’t know Jesus because he
was afraid of being arrested. This story feels a little
familiar to me, don’t you think, Greta?
GRETA • Yep. Thankfully, I think it has a happy ending.
This week’s story is called “Jesus Forgives and
Restores.”
MAGGIE

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus Forgives and
Restores” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster

Open your Bible to John 21:1-19. Use the Bible storytelling
tips provided with the Bible story script to help you tell the
story, or watch the Bible story video “Jesus Forgives and
Restores.”
GRETA • It looks like the disciples went back to their old
job of fishing. I wonder if they thought their time
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as followers of Jesus had ended. Maybe they forgot
that Jesus had promised they would fish for men by
telling people about the gospel.
MAGGIE • It’s possible. You know, I think one part of this
story that strikes me as particularly interesting is that
Peter didn’t seem to understand what Jesus was doing
at first.
GRETA • Yeah, at first it seems that Peter was really confused
by Jesus’ repeated question. He must have wondered
why Jesus kept asking the same question.
MAGGIE • By the third time Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love
Me?” Peter may have started to see the connection
between Jesus’ questions and his own denials a few
days earlier.
GRETA • On three different occasions while Jesus was on
trial with the Jewish religious leaders, Peter told
people that he did not know Jesus. Now, after Jesus’
death and resurrection, Jesus asked three different
times if Peter loved Him. Each time Peter insisted
that he loved Jesus, and Jesus told Peter to take care
of His sheep. Jesus wanted Peter to be a leader of
believers and help them know Jesus.
MAGGIE • Notice that Jesus didn’t respond to Peter’s denials
with anger or a desire to get revenge. Jesus forgave
Peter and gave him a mission, preparing him to do
amazing things in Jesus’ name.

Christ connection
• This is a wonderful picture of Jesus’ desire to see
people who are away from Him brought near and
restored.
MAGGIE • We are all sinners and need Jesus to save us. He
came to earth to live a perfect life and die for our
sins. When He rose again, it proved that His death
GRETA

Jesus the Risen King

Tip: Consider using
your Bible and
the gospel poster
provided to explain
to kids how to
become a Christian.
Anytime you invite
kids to respond in a
large group setting,
make sure you have
counselors available
to speak with kids
individually to
answer questions.
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was enough to save us. Jesus is the way to be restored
to God, forgiven of our sins and made new.
GRETA • When Jesus first called the disciples to follow
Him, Jesus had promised to make them fishers of
men. Instead of catching fish, they would tell people
about Jesus. (Luke 5:1-11) The disciples had left
Jesus when He was arrested and even denied Him,
but Jesus still wanted to use them in God’s plan.
Jesus is the Lord who forgives us and makes things
right again.

g” is
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• scuffed leather shoe
• matching colored
shoe polish
• old T-shirt
• shoe polishing
brush
• newspaper

Group demonstration (5 min.)
• I’m so thankful that God loves us enough to
forgive and restore us when our sin messes things up.
GRETA • Me too. Hey, that makes me think of something
cool I want to show you.
Begin by showing the scuffed shoe to the group. Comment
on the scrapes and marks that blemish the shoe. Use the
shoe polish brush to clean the surface of the shoe, removing
dirt, salt, or other debris.
Next, use the old T-shirt to apply shoe polish to the
shoe. Apply the polish in small amounts all over the shoe
using small circular motions. Once the polish is applied to
the entire shoe, it will need time to dry. Consider having
another shoe prepped beforehand or setting this aside and
telling the kids you will come back to it after the review.
When the polish has dried on the shoe, use the shoe
polishing brush to vigorously brush off the excess polish and
shine the shoe. Use quick, short, even strokes. Finally, you
may use a clean section of the old T-shirt to buff the shoes
and give them a little extra shine.
MAGGIE • Wow! That shoe was looking pretty raggedy and
beat up. I would have thought it was time to replace
it.
MAGGIE
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• Yep, but all it took was a little polish and the right
set of tools, and we were able to restore the shoe back
to its former shine. It looks almost like new and can
continue to be used for years to come!
MAGGIE • I see what you are getting at. In a way, we are like
old shoes. We have years of damage from sin built up
in our lives, but Jesus can forgive our sins and restore
us so we can shine with His light and tell the world
about Him.
GRETA • That’s right! Just as Jesus forgave and restored
Peter, He will forgive and restore us when we believe
in Him.
GRETA

Review (4 min.)
• Are you ready to review the story?
• I sure am! Let’s see if the kids can answer these
questions.
1. What were the disciples finishing up when
Jesus met them at the shore? (a night of fishing,
John 21:3-4)
2. What had the disciples caught? (nothing, John 21:5)
3. What did Jesus tell them to do? (put their net in the
water on the right side of the boat, John 21:6)
4. What did Jesus ask Peter? (“Do you love Me?”
John 21:15)
5. What did Jesus tell Peter to do each time Peter
said he loved Jesus? (take care of Jesus’ flock,
John 21:15-17)
6. What is our mission as believers? Our mission as
believers is to make disciples of all nations by the
power of the Spirit..

MAGGIE
GRETA

Key passage (5 min.)
MAGGIE

• Well, it’s been a few weeks. How are you doing at
Jesus the Risen King

• Key Passage Poster
• “On the Third Day”
song
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memorizing the key passage?
GRETA • I’m close. I wonder if anyone else knows it?
Take volunteers to say the key passage from memory. If kids
get stuck, help them along. Thank all volunteers for their
effort. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 and encourage the kids to
read along in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for
kids to read. Then sing the key passage song.
MAGGIE • Great job! This key passage is a great way to
know that Jesus’ mission for His disciples continued
on through Paul and other believers. Paul passed on
the news of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and we can
too!

g” is
a)

Group game (5–10 min.)
TANGLED NET

Form groups of 10–15 kids. Instruct each group to stand
in a circle. Kids will put both hands into the middle of the
circle and hold hands with two different kids. This will
cause the kids to be “tangled” like a human net. The goal
of the game is to untangle the group without letting go of
anyone’s hands. As they step over or duck under each other’s
arms, they will be less and less tangled until the kids form
one circle. It is possible that some kids will face inward and
some outward, but no one should have his arms tangled.
GRETA • Jesus called His disciples to fish for men. Just as
you cannot force a fish to be caught in a net, we
cannot force people to believe in Jesus, but we can
trust Him to guide people to believe.

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)
• “The Glory” song
and other songs of
your choice

• It’s exciting to be a part of God’s mission to bring
the whole world to Him.
GRETA • It makes me want to sing!
Sing “The Glory.” Choose other songs as time allows.
MAGGIE
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Song suggestions:
• “The lory” song (unit theme)
• “Jesus Is Alive” song
• “God on High” song
• “Follow” song
• “Lord of All (Highest Heights)” song

Missions (6 min.)
• Guess what time it is!
GRETA • Oh! Is it time for our missions video?
MAGGIE • Yep. This week’s video is about a kid who serves
God in Brazil—by playing soccer!
Show the missions video “Goals, God, and Good Times.”
GRETA • What a great video! I love remembering that God
can use our gifts, talents, and hobbies to glorify Him
and take the gospel to all nations. Let’s take some
time to pray for Hannah White and the work she
is doing to share Jesus with people using her love of
soccer.
MAGGIE

• “Goals, God,
and Good Times”
missions video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per kid

Announcements (2 min.)
• Well, we need to get back to work on the
campaign stuff. We lost some time when we were
angry with each other.
GRETA • Yep. But first, let’s share some announcements.
Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.
MAGGIE

Prayer (2 min.)
• God, You are good, and You love us. Thank You
for sending Jesus to save us from sin. Help us to
live for You and to give glory to Your name. Give
us courage to tell others about the forgiveness and
restoration You offer us. Amen.

MAGGIE

Jesus the Risen King
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Additional idea
• decks of playing
cards, 1 per group

GO FISH

• I was thinking about the part of the Bible story
where Jesus helped His disciples catch fish.
GRETA • Yeah? What about it?
MAGGIE • It made me think of one of my favorite games to
play!
Form groups of five or six kids. Give each group a deck
of playing cards. Kids will sit in circles with their groups.
Instruct the kids on how to play “Go Fish.”
One kid in each group will deal five cards facedown to
each kid, including himself. The remaining cards will be
placed facedown in a stack in the middle. The person to
the left of the dealer will start by asking another player for a
card matching one of the cards in her hand.
If the player has that card, she must give it to the player
who asked for it, and he is allowed to ask again. If she does
not have that card, she responds, “Go fish.” The asking
player must draw the top card from the deck. His turn ends,
even if he draws what he asked for.
Once a player has four of the same value card, she sets
those faceup in front of her to “bank” them. The game ends
when all sets of four have been matched. The player with
the most sets wins.
MAGGIE • It’s pretty funny to imagine the disciples’ faces
when they spent all night fishing and found nothing,
only to have Jesus say “Hey, try the other side of the
boat.” It’s almost as if He was reminding them that
fishing for fish is easy compared to fishing for men.
GRETA • Jesus gave them an important mission of spreading
the gospel to the whole world. We have the same
mission today!
MAGGIE
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Jesus the Risen King
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