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Use Week of:

Jesus Was Arrested
Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was betrayed and arrested.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper?
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and
to proclaim Him until He returns.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

KIDS
WORSHIP
• Review (4 min.)

4

• Countdown

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Christ connection

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Additional idea

Leader BIBLE STUDY
The Pharisees and other Jews in Jerusalem did not like Jesus.
He didn’t play by their rules (Matt. 12:1-14), He claimed
to be God (John 8:58-59; 10:22-33), and He extended
salvation beyond the Jewish people (Luke 4:29). So they
plotted several times how they might kill Him.
The events leading up to His death did not surprise Jesus.
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Each step was part of God’s established plan. (See Is. 53:10;
Acts 2:23.) But knowing God’s plan didn’t lessen Jesus’
suffering as He was betrayed by His friends, arrested, falsely
accused, and beaten. As you teach kids about the arrest of
Jesus, help them understand the gravity of the events.
First, Jesus wanted to do God’s plan. Jesus came to earth
to rescue people from sin. He was committed to doing
the Father’s will. (Matt. 26:39,42) When Judas showed up
with a crowd, Jesus didn’t run. He didn’t even allow Peter
to stand in His defense. (Matt. 26:52) Jesus willingly gave
Himself up for us because He loves us. (Eph. 5:2)

he
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Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

Second, Jesus was betrayed and arrested even though He did
nothing wrong. The Jews tried to find a legitimate reason to
kill Jesus, but they couldn’t find one. (Matt. 26:59-60) Jesus
did what we failed to do; He perfectly obeyed the law. His
arrest was not just. The trial was not fair. But this had to
happen. Only a sinless, perfect sacrifice could take away sin.
(Heb. 9:11-14)

4

Finally, Jesus is who He says He is. After Jesus’ arrest, the
high priest asked Jesus if He was the Son of God. Jesus
affirmed that He is. (Matt. 26:64) The high priest accused
Him of blasphemy (speaking against God), but Jesus always
told the truth.
Jesus felt the pain of betrayal and the agony of His
imminent suffering and death. He came to do His Father’s
plan no matter what in order to bring salvation to the
world.

Jesus the Anointed One
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Jesus Was Arrested
Matthew 26:36–27:2

• Pause for
emphasis: Play up
the tension of the
scene by pausing
at appropriate
points—after Jesus
prayed, before Judas
arrived, and before
Peter’s response
to the servant’s
question.
• Use dramatic
dialogue: Change
your tone for each
person’s dialogue.
Speak Jesus’ words
firmly but with
compassion and
His enemies’ words
harshly.

Jesus came with His disciples to a place called
Gethsemane (geth SEM uh nih). He said to them, “Sit
here while I go over there and pray.” Jesus became
very sad and troubled. Jesus went a little farther. He fell
facedown and prayed, “Father! If it is possible, spare Me
from this. But I want to do Your plan.”
Jesus came back and found the disciples asleep. He
asked Peter, “Couldn’t you stay awake with Me for one
hour?” Jesus went away and prayed. Then He found His
disciples sleeping again. He said, “Are you still asleep? Get
up, for it is almost time. Someone is going to betray
Me.”
Suddenly Judas arrived. A large crowd carrying swords
and clubs was with him. Judas kissed Jesus so the crowd
would know who Jesus was. The men grabbed Jesus and
arrested Him. Peter pulled out his sword and tried to
fight the men, but Jesus told Peter to put away his sword.
Jesus said, “Isn’t this what God planned all along?” Jesus’
followers ran away, but Peter stayed nearby to watch.
The men who arrested Jesus led Him to the house of
Caiaphas the high priest. The religious leaders were trying
to find a reason to kill Jesus, but they could not. The high
priest asked, “Do You have anything to say? Are You the
Messiah, the Son of God?”
Jesus replied, “Yes, that’s right.”
The high priest said, “Ah ha! He has spoken against
God.” Caiaphas and the religious leaders did not want
to believe that Jesus is God’s Son. They said Jesus was
lying, but Jesus was telling the truth! The crowd said, “He
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deserves to die!” They spit in Jesus’ face and hit Him.
A servant saw Peter and asked, “Aren’t you one of Jesus’
disciples?” “No, I’m not!” Peter said. Twice more as Peter
watched what was happening to Jesus, someone asked him
if he was a follower of Jesus. Peter said no.
The next morning, the religious leaders decided how
they would kill Jesus. Then they took Him to Pilate, the
governor.
Christ Connection: Jesus knew that His death was God’s
plan to save people from sin. Jesus’ friends turned against Him
and He was arrested and put on trial, but Jesus followed His
Father’s plan in order to bring salvation to the world.

Jesus the Anointed One
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Kids Worship LEADER
Jesus Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was betrayed and arrested.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper?
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death and
to proclaim Him until He returns.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

• leader attire
• suitcase

d

Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to
end as worship time begins.

Introduce the session (2 min.)
[Amir is standing on an empty stage with a suitcase. He looks
around as though he will miss this place. He takes a deep
breath and turns to leave. Mario enters.]
MARIO • Well, today is the day, isn’t it?
AMIR • Yeah, we head out today. This might be the last time
I ever see the inside of this house. I can hardly believe
it! I’ve lived here since I was born! It certainly is hard
to leave.
MARIO • [choking back tears] Yeah, it seems like it would be.
[under his breath] You weren’t going to cry, Mario.
Keep it together!
AMIR • Wow, you are taking it harder than I am. It will be
OK, buddy. I’m sure we’ll have some chances to see
each other again.
MARIO • Yeah, right! You said it yourself, you are moving
across the country! There’s no way we’ll ever see each
other again. Maybe if you were moving across town,
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but I did the math. It would take almost 16 hours to
drive from your new city back here. You will have a
new school, new friends, and then … you will forget
all about me! [Begin to sob.]
AMIR • Mario, I had no idea you felt this sad about my
family moving.
MARIO • Why, because you aren’t sad at all?
AMIR • That’s not true. I’m definitely sad. And part of me
is afraid I might not see you again, but … Well, I am
trusting God. I trust that this is what He wants my
parents to do. I need to honor their decision. That
doesn’t mean I am not sad. Come here, buddy. You
want a big bear hug?
MARIO • [nodding somewhat pathetically] Yeah. But what if
we really don’t see each other again?
AMIR • Well, for starters, we can always email, phone, or
video chat. It’s not like we don’t have some ways to
stay connected with technology.
MARIO • I guess so.
AMIR • Plus, we aren’t leaving for a few more hours so …
MARIO • [interrupting] We have time for one last Bible
story?!
AMIR • You took the words right out of my mouth! In fact,
I have a story that fits our situation pretty well.
MARIO • You do?
AMIR • You’ll have to wait and see.

Big picture question (1 min.)
• I know what comes next! The big picture question!
• That’s right. Let’s see if any of the others can
remember it. [Take responses.] Great job! That’s

MARIO
AMIR

Jesus the Anointed One

• Big Picture Question
Poster
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exactly right. Why do believers share the Lord’s
Supper? Believers share the Lord’s Supper to
remember Jesus’ life and death and to proclaim
Him until He returns.
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• Giant Timeline

Giant timeline (1 min.)
• But I thought we learned about the Lord’s Supper
last week. Jesus and the disciples ate the first Lord’s
Supper at Passover.
AMIR • We did, but all the stories we have heard connect to
the Lord’s Supper because all of them were ways Jesus
was preparing to obey God’s plan to die on the cross
for sin and rise again on the third day.
MARIO • Really?
AMIR • Yep. The first week we learned that Jesus said Mary
anointed Him for burial. Jesus was prophesying His
own death. He knew that He would die and knew
that Mary’s anointing Him was an act of worship
pointing to His purpose.
Then e learned that Jesus drove out the
people who were misusing the temple. Part of
His righteous anger came from knowing that the
temple was the place people made sacrifices to od
for their sin. Jesus came to be the ultimate, perfect
sacrifice for sin. esus knew what He had come to do,
and He prepared to go complete His mission. The
Lord’s Supper is a way believers remember that He
completed His mission and made the way for us to
be forgiven.
MARIO • I see. That makes much more sense when you
explain it that way! So what is our story this week?
AMIR • This week our story is called “Jesus Was Arrested.”
Kind of like the way you and I feel like we are being
dragged apart, Jesus was dragged away from His
MARIO
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friends in chains.

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)
Open your Bible to Matthew 26:36–27:2. Use the Bible
storytelling tips provided with the Bible story script to help
you tell the story, or watch the Bible story video “Jesus Was
Arrested.”
MARIO • Oh no! What a sad story!
AMIR • Well, in some ways, yes, it was incredibly sad. Jesus
was betrayed by one of His disciples and unjustly
arrested. The religious leaders accused Him of
blasphemy—saying false and dishonoring things
about God. His other disciples ran away, and Peter
even pretended not to know who Jesus was!
However, this was all part of God’s plan for Jesus.
Jesus knew that the events coming would be hard,
and He even prayed about wanting another way. But
He loved obeying God and chose to follow through
with God’s plan. It was sad, but God planned to use
it to bring people back to Him. Jesus’ arrest led to
His death and resurrection.
MARIO • Wow, I never thought about that. I guess you are
right. Jesus was betrayed and arrested, but God was
still working through the situation.

Christ connection
• That’s correct. Adam and Eve sinned, but God’s
plan all along was to send Jesus to die on the cross
for sinners. His plan was reaching its high point as
Jesus was arrested.
MARIO • Jesus knew that His death was God’s plan to save
people from sin. Jesus’ friends turned against Him,
and He was arrested and put on trial, but Jesus
followed His Father’s plan in order to bring salvation
AMIR

Jesus the Anointed One

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Jesus Was Arrested”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster

Tip: Consider using
your Bible and
the gospel poster
provided to explain
to kids how to
become a Christian.
Anytime you invite
kids to respond in a
large group setting,
make sure you have
counselors available
to speak with kids
individually to
answer questions.
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AMIR

to the world.
• After Jesus’ trial, He was sentenced to death. His
death was the perfect sacrifice needed to pay for the
sin of the world. On the third day, Jesus rose again,
proving that He had defeated sin and death. When
we believe in Jesus, His righteousness becomes ours,
and God forgives us. We are welcomed into God’s
family, and He will never forsake us or leave us.

Group demonstration (5 min.)
Tip: To make this
demonstration
successful, select
older kids you know
are influential and
well liked by their
peers.

• It’s hard to believe the religious leaders were able to
arrest Jesus when He had not done anything wrong.
AMIR • Yeah, it seems a bit strange. I think I may have an
idea to help you understand.
Invite a few volunteers on stage under the guise of needing
some ideas for really funny knock-knock jokes. In secret,
tell the volunteers that you will tell a different knock-knock
joke, and their job is to laugh as though it is the funniest
joke ever, even if they do not understand it. They will keep
laughing until you give them a sign, like a wink, a thumbsup, or some other signal.
Once they have agreed to participate, instruct them to
take their seats. Tell the audience that you want to share the
best joke they just told you. Say a different joke that doesn’t
really make any sense, such as:
“Knock-knock”
“Who’s there?”
“A salesman.”
“A salesman who?”
“A salesman and a cow.”
After delivering the punchline, you and the audience
plants should begin laughing hysterically. If need be, repeat
the punchline between bouts of laughter. After a few
moments, other kids will begin to laugh also, to be included
MARIO
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in the group despite not understanding the joke.
MARIO • [recovering from the fake laughter] Do you all want
to know a secret? That joke wasn’t told to me by any
of the volunteers who came up here. I made it up,
and it wasn’t supposed to be funny. It didn’t even
make sense. I asked the volunteers to pretend it was
the funniest joke ever, and eventually many of you
laughed along with it. Even if you didn’t understand
the fake joke, it was easier (and more fun) to just
laugh along with everyone else than to question it.
AMIR • That was a pretty silly example of what peer pressure
can be like, but often it is more serious. The Bible
tells us that the religious leaders were looking for
false witnesses—people willing to lie about Jesus—to
give them a reason to kill Him.
Remember that the religious leaders were respected
and had a lot of influence ver the people in those
days. It would have been scary to disobey them
because they might have arrested you too. Often it’s
just easier to do what everyone else expects you to
do.
MARIO • Thankfully, when we trust in Jesus, He sends us
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us make wise
choices and obey God. He reminds us who we are in
Jesus and gives us the courage to follow God even if
no one around us does.

Review (4 min.)
• I don’t know about you, but I’m ready to review
the story.
AMIR • I think that’s a good idea; we don’t want to forget
the details of Jesus’ arrest.
1. Where did Jesus and His disciples go to pray? (the
garden of Gethsemane, Matt. 26:36)
MARIO

Jesus the Anointed One
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2. What did Jesus pray about? (Jesus asked God to spare
Him from the difficulties to come, but He would obey
no matter what; Matt. 26:39)
3. Who betrayed Jesus? (Judas betrayed Jesus with a
kiss, Matt. 26:47-49)
4. What did the religious leaders accuse Jesus of?
(blasphemy—saying false, dishonoring things about
God; Matt. 26:65)
5. What did Peter do three times? (denied that he knew
Jesus, Matt. 26:69-74)
6. Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper?
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember
Jesus’ life and death and to proclaim Him until
He returns.
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• Key Passage Poster
• “On Me” song

Key passage (5 min.)
• You all did wonderfully! Way to remember.
• How many of you can remember our key passage?
Take some volunteers to come say Luke 4:18 from memory.
Then say the key passage as a group, displaying the key
passage poster for kids to read along. Sing “On Me.”

MARIO
AMIR

Group game (5–10 min.)
SCATTERBALL

• ball

• You know, I bet Jesus felt really sad when all His
disciples ran away and said they didn’t know Him.
AMIR • I’m sure you are right. God made us to live in
community, so it often feels bad to be alone,
especially in the midst of difficult times.
MARIO • It gives me an idea for a game though, and the
game isn’t sad.
AMIR • Let’s hear it!
Gather the kids together. Select one kid to be It and give her
the ball. She will throw the ball into the group of kids. The
MARIO
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kid who catches the ball can use it to tag other kids out. If
no one catches the ball, whoever is closest to the ball when
it hits the ground is out. Pass the ball back to It, and she
will toss it again. Play until only one kid is left in the game.
If time allows, choose another kid to be It and play again.
MARIO • In that game, staying close to the ball allowed you
to try to catch it. However, it could also be risky and
lead to your being out of the game!
AMIR • In a similar way, Jesus’ disciples wanted to stay
near Him at first, but when being His friends got
dangerous, they scattered! Thankfully, after Jesus
rose again and returned to heaven, He sent the Holy
Spirit. He helps us to have courage and stand up for
our faith in Jesus. The Holy Spirit helps us obey and
be strong and courageous.

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)
• I’m so thankful that Jesus was willing to obey
God’s plan. He is so good to us!
AMIR • I agree completely. Jesus loves us and gave up His
life to save us. Let’s worship Him.
Sing “It Had to Be.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions:
• “It Had to Be” song (unit theme)
• “The avior We Need” song
• “He Is King” song
• “We’re Going Up to Jerusalem” song
• “Make Glorious His Praise” song
MARIO

Missions (6 min.)
• Hey, do we have another mission video?
AMIR • Sure do! Check it out.
Show the missions video “Bumpy Roads.”
MARIO • That’s awesome! Let’s pray for the White family
MARIO

Jesus the Anointed One

• “It Had to Be” song
and other songs of
your choice

• “Bumpy Roads”
missions video
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as they teach people about Jesus and help them grow
more food for their families. Remember that we can
help by praying and taking the gospel with us to the
places we go every day.
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Announcements (2 min.)
• Well Mario, I think it’s about time for us to leave. I
can hear the moving truck starting outside.
MARIO • Oh, man. I wish you didn’t have to move, but I’m
going to trust God about this hard situation as Jesus
trusted God about His plan. What do you say we
share announcements one last time?
Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.
AMIR

Prayer (2 min.)
AMIR

• Lord, thank You for this opportunity to meet
together. Help us to trust You no matter what scary
situations we face. Give us faith to trust in Jesus and
have life forever with You. Amen.

Additional idea
PASS THE CUP

• plastic cup
• water
• music
• towels for cleanup

Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Give a cup filled most of
the way up with water to a kid. When music plays, he will
pass the cup to the right. When the music stops, whoever
is holding the cup is out. However, anyone who causes the
cup to spill is also out.
MARIO • Great game!
AMIR • Jesus prayed that the cup would pass from Him,
meaning that God’s plan would go on without Him.
He also prayed that God’s will would happen instead
of His own. Jesus felt troubled about being arrested
and killed, but He trusted God’s plan and obeyed.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Jesus the Anointed One
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