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Stephen’s Address

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
MAIN POINT: Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would hear 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

UNIT 28
Session 3

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen to serve as leaders 
in the early church at Jerusalem. (See Acts 6:1-7.) God 
blessed Stephen and gave him power to do wonders and 
miracles like some of the apostles.

Some of the Jews accused Stephen of blasphemy and 
dragged him to the Sanhedrin, a group of Jewish leaders 
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

who acted as a legal council. Stephen addressed the group. 
He drew from the Jewish history, which the leaders in the 
Sanhedrin would have known well. But Stephen taught 
from the Old Testament things the Jewish leaders had likely 
never realized. 

As Stephen preached, he showed how the Old Testament 
pointed to a coming Savior and how that Savior was Jesus. 
Stephen pointed out that the Jews’ ancestors had rejected 
God’s prophets. And they were just like their fathers; they 
rejected the Messiah, the Lord Jesus. Not only did they 
reject Jesus, they killed Him!

The Jewish leaders rushed at Stephen. Stephen looked into 
heaven. He saw God’s glory, and Jesus was standing at God’s 
right hand. The Jews forced Stephen out of the city, and 
they stoned him.

Remind kids of Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:22: “You will 
be hated by everyone because of My name. But the one who 
endures to the end will be delivered.” Following Jesus will 
include difficulty and suffering. Jesus gives words of both 
warning and comfort: “Don’t be afraid” (Matt. 10:26).

Stephen was killed because he was a Christian. Jesus told 
His followers that they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, 
or even killed—for loving Him. (Mark 13:9-13; John 16:2) 
Jesus also said that those who suffer for Him would be 
blessed. (Matthew 5:11) Stephen was not afraid to die 
because he saw Jesus waiting for him in heaven. We can face 
suffering in this life because we know great joy is waiting for 
us in heaven.
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Stephen’s Address
Acts 6:8–7:60

One of Jesus’ followers was named Stephen. God 
blessed Stephen and gave him power to do great wonders 
and signs among the people in Jerusalem. One day, some 
Jews came and began to argue with Stephen. The Holy 
Spirit helped Stephen speak with wisdom, so no matter 
how hard the Jews tried, they could not win the argument.

The Jews decided to lie about Stephen. They said that 
Stephen had spoken against God. The people dragged 
Stephen to the Sanhedrin (san HEE drihn), which was the 
Jewish court. There, they told more lies about Stephen. 
“We heard him say that Jesus will destroy the temple and 
change the laws that Moses gave us,” they said.

“Is this true?” the high priest asked Stephen.
Stephen began to preach about Jesus. He started 

by reminding them about Abraham. God had made 
promises to Abraham and his son Isaac. He reminded them 
about Joseph and Moses. God kept Joseph safe when his 
brothers tried to hurt him, and God used Joseph to help 
all His people during a famine. When God’s people lived 
in Egypt, God called Moses to rescue His people from 
Pharaoh. Moses led God’s people away from Egypt, but 
they turned against Moses and against God.

God did not give up on His people, though. He was 
working out a plan. God worked through Joshua and 
David and Solomon. The religious leaders knew these 
stories from the Old Testament.

Stephen told them these stories to explain that Jesus 
was the Messiah God had promised! But just like their 
ancestors rejected and killed the prophets in the Old 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Vary your tone: 
Speak softly and 
seriously when 
telling the story. 
When Stephen 
speaks, use a bold 
and confident tone.

• Utilize eye 
contact: Hold kids’ 
attention by scanning 
the room as you tell 
the story. Make eye 
contact with various 
individuals and use 
animated facial 
expressions.

The BIBLE STORY
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Testament, these Jewish leaders had rejected Jesus and 
murdered Him!

Stephen’s words made the Jewish leaders so angry! 
Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he looked 
up into heaven. Stephen saw Jesus standing there.

“Look!” he said. “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

The Jewish leaders screamed at the top of their lungs. 
They covered their ears and rushed at Stephen. They threw 
Stephen out of the city and began to throw stones at 
him. As they were stoning him, Stephen called out, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” Then Stephen knelt 
down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them!” After saying this, Stephen 
died.

Christ Connection: Stephen was killed because he was a 
Christian. Jesus was crucified, and He told His followers that 
they would be persecuted—hated, hurt, or even killed—for 
loving Him. Jesus also said that those who suffer for Him 
would be blessed. (Matthew 5:11) We can face suffering in this 
life because Jesus suffered first. He died and then rose again, 
and He is waiting for us in heaven.
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Kids Worship LEADER

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. 

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Howie and the kids and other leaders enter to see an empty 
stage. Abe is nowhere to be seen. A new sign that reads 
Adequate Abe is hanging on the stage.]
HOWIE • Abe! Hey, Abe, where are you?! I’m so excited to 

share an illusion I’ve been working on with you!
ABE • [Enter slowly from the back. Abe clearly is not excited to 

be there.] Hey, Howie. Hey, kids.
HOWIE • Abe, what’s wrong? You aren’t your cheery self.
ABE • Sorry, Howie. I’m just down a bit. I thought I would 

be more successful as an illusionist by now. I’ve been 
working hard, but I’m not the big star I thought I 
would be. It seemed so simple: perform illusions, be 
a star, earn big bucks, get my own show on reality 
TV … But it just hasn’t worked out that way yet. So 
I changed my name again!

HOWIE • I see that. “The Adequate Abe.” Not quite as 
impressive as Amazing or Astounding. 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• new sign

SESSION TITLE: Stephen’s Address
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 6:8–7:60
MAIN POINT: Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would hear 

about Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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ABE • Well, it’s either that or Aardvark Abe.
HOWIE • [slightly confused] I am positive those aren’t your 

only options. But never mind that, I want to cheer 
you up. Here, check this out! [Perform a simple 
“removable thumb” illusion so that it appears you have 
taken your thumb off your hand.] I just learned it from 
my grandp—

ABE • [Interrupt with a scream.] AH! Your thumb! Why 
would you do that to yourself?!

HOWIE • Abe, calm down! I just position my hands like this 
[Perform illusion again.] and—

ABE • [Scream again.] Howie! Stop doing that! Don’t hurt 
yourself. I promise to be happy. I’ll change my name 
to whatever you want!

HOWIE • Abe, this was just an illusion. Look! See, all my 
fingers and thumbs are still attached. [Display both 
hands and wiggle your fingers and thumbs.]

ABE • Oh, what a relief! No amount of fame could be worth 
that kind of agony.

HOWIE • No, you’re right. Fame is not worth hurting 
yourself. We are made in God’s image and He loves 
us, so no one should hurt themselves for any reason. 
But in today’s Bible story, a man allowed others 
to hurt him. But he wasn’t trying to make himself 
famous. He wanted to make Jesus’ name great.

Big picture question (1 min.)

ABE • Cool! I can’t wait to see how Jesus is a part of today’s 
story. Is the Holy Spirit also in today’s story? After 
all, our big picture question this unit is all about 
Him. Remember? All unit long we’re asking, What 
does the Holy Spirit do? 

HOWIE • He’s definitely part of today’s story, Abe. The Holy 
Spirit is the One who helps the man in our story 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster
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make Jesus look great. That’s what the Holy Spirit 
does! What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy 
Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Giant timeline (1 min.)

ABE • Sounds exciting, Howie! Where are we on the 
timeline again?

HOWIE • Great question, Abe! Let’s see. We’re learning about 
the time after Jesus ascended into heaven and gave 
the apostles a mission to share the good news about 
Himself with the whole world. A few weeks ago, we 
learned that the Holy Spirit came to the apostles 
on the Day of Pentecost.

ABE • That’s right. Last week we learned that in Jesus’ 
name, Peter healed a man who could not walk.

HOWIE • Right on! Today’s Bible story shows how the Holy 
Spirit helped a man named Stephen.

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Acts 6:8–7:60. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or watch the Bible story video “Stephen’s Address.”
ABE • What a story, Howie. If I were Stephen, I think I 

would be scared to speak so boldly about Jesus being 
the Messiah God had promised.

HOWIE • I might have been nervous too, Abe. But Stephen 
was not afraid to die so that others would hear 
about Jesus. 

ABE • Why do you think Stephen was willing to die so that 
others could know Jesus?

HOWIE • His courage came from the Holy Spirit and a desire 
to see Jesus honored. What does the Holy Spirit 
do? The Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus. 
Stephen loved Jesus more than he loved his own life. 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “Stephen’s Address” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
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I bet seeing Jesus in heaven encouraged him and 
helped him follow through with sharing about Jesus. 
Seeing heaven open up and Jesus standing with God 
probably reminded Stephen that nothing could take 
away his salvation. Stephen understood that even 
when the men took his physical life, they could not 
take away his eternal life with God. 

Christ connection
ABE • It’s interesting to think that Jesus died on the cross for 

sinners, like Stephen, and in this story Stephen died 
for Jesus.

HOWIE • I agree. The difference is Jesus died to pay for sins, 
while Stephen died to stand up for his faith in Jesus. 
Jesus was crucified by people who did not believe He 
is God’s Son. Jesus told His followers that they would 
be persecuted—hated, hurt, or even killed—for 
loving Him. Jesus also said that those who suffer for 
Him would be blessed. We can face suffering in this 
life because Jesus suffered first. He died and then rose 
again, and He is waiting for us in heaven. We have 
hope for the future because no matter what happens 
to us in this life, we get to spend eternity with God.

Group demonstration (5 min.)

ABE • OK, I know I had a bit of a meltdown over your 
thumb illusion, but I’ve been working on a neat 
illusion that also looks a little wonky.

HOWIE • I’d love to see it!
ABE • OK, as long as you promise not to flip out, I’ll show 

you how I put a pencil all the way up my nose!
HOWIE • [Beat.] Do I have to?
ABE • Very funny, Howie. It’s an illusion, remember?
Use a long, unsharpened pencil for this illusion. It will work 

Tip: Use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids know 
when and where they 
can ask questions.

• pencil

Note: Abe will need 
to practice this illusion 
before class. Check out 
an online tutorial to 
perform the illusion 
safely. Make sure kids 
know it is an illusion 
and not to try it at 
home.

41The God Who Empowers

© 2017 LifeWay



best if the pencil is a solid color. Hold one end of the pencil 
firmly in your left hand. Hold that hand in front of your 
nose as though lining it up to insert into your nose. Use 
your right hand to make it seem as though you are pushing 
the pencil upward, but in reality allow the shaft of the 
pencil to slide through the fingers on your right hand. Use 
your right forearm to block the pencil from being seen by 
the audience.

After the illusion, explain how it was performed and 
show kids from another angle that you are not in fact 
putting anything up your nose. Remind them that putting 
things in their noses is dangerous.
ABE • I can tell by the look on your face that you are 

impressed.
HOWIE • And maybe a bit grossed out.
ABE • You know, it took me a lot of practice to get this one 

right. At first it looked really fake. But all the hard 
work and difficult practice was worth it to see your 
shocked face when I performed it! 

HOWIE • Huh … I never thought I’d say this about a trick 
involving putting stuff in your nose, but it actually 
makes me think of the Bible story. 

ABE • Wait … Really?
HOWIE • Not the nose part, but the part you said about 

difficult practice paying off in the end. In a way, 
following Jesus is like that. We are saved by faith 
alone, but that doesn’t mean obeying Jesus is easy. 
We have the Holy Spirit to help us, but we, like 
Stephen, will face hard times when people dislike us 
because of Jesus. It can be very hard, but in the end, 
it’s worth it.

ABE • I get it! It’s worth it because we have hope for the 
future, like Stephen did. When we trust Jesus, we 
know that even the worst times in this life won’t last 
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forever. Eventually Jesus will return as He promised, 
and we will have a perfect life with God forever. 

In fact, thinking about the future makes me realize 
that being famous is not a very big goal. It takes a lot 
of hard work, and won’t last forever. You know what? 
I want to use my illusions to make God famous!

Review (4 min.)

HOWIE • That’s great! Let’s take a moment to review the 
story with these kids.

Invite the kids to answer the following questions:
1. How did the Jews get Stephen into trouble? (They 

lied about him, Acts 6:11-14)
2. Who were some of the Old Testament people 

Stephen talked about? (Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, 
Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon; Acts 7:2-47)

3. Who did Stephen see in heaven? (Jesus, Acts 7:55)
4. What did Stephen cry out as he was being stoned? 

(“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” and “Don’t charge 
them with this sin”; Acts 7:59-60)

5. What does this story teach me about God, Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit, or the gospel?

6. What does the story teach me about myself? 
7. Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
8. Are there any promises in this story to remember? 

How do they help me trust and love God?
9. How does this story help me to live on mission 

better? 
10. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage (5 min.)

HOWIE • Abe, your desire to make Jesus look great rather 

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song
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than yourself is evidence to me that God is working 
in you. It reminds me of our key passage for this 
unit!

Display Philippians 2:13 and read it as a group. Guide the 
boys to read it, and then the girls. Then take the poster 
away and see who can do a better job remembering the 
passage, the boys or the girls. You may also sing the key 
passage song.

Group game (5–10 min.)

MORE OR LESS?

ABE • Hey, Howie, I’ve got a great game we can play.
HOWIE • Awesome! Teach us how to play.
Designate one side of the room to be More and the other 
side of the room to be Less by hanging signs on opposite 
walls. You will call out different activities, foods, places and 
so forth. After the second item, kids will run to the more 
side of the room if they like the second thing more than the 
first, and the less side if they like it less. Continue calling 
out things, encouraging the kids to shift depending on how 
they feel about each topic verses the topic before.

Suggested things: baseball, reading, soccer, amusement 
parks, breakfast, school, dinner, video games, strawberries, 
oranges, Fridays, Christmas, Saturdays, and so forth. 
HOWIE • That was fun. After each topic, you had to decide 

if you like the new topic more or less. If you like the 
new thing more, you would probably be willing to 
give up some of the old thing to get more of the new 
thing. 

ABE • In our story, Stephen loved obeying Jesus more than 
he loved his own life. Stephen was not afraid to die 
so that others would hear about Jesus. Jesus was 
most important to him.

• paper
• pen
• tape
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Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

HOWIE • Jesus certainly is a great Savior, and He is worthy of 
our praise! Let’s sing to Him together.

Sing “The Story.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “The Story” song (unit theme)
• “I Will Stand” song
• “Mighty Healer” song
• “Stronger” song
• “Mighty Fortress (Our God Is Faithful)” song

Missions (6 min.)

ABE • You know, Howie, Stephen’s desire to share about 
Jesus even though he had to give up his own life 
reminds me of the missions videos we have been 
watching. These men and women are not necessarily 
giving up their lives, but they do give up a lot to 
share the good news of Jesus.

HOWIE • I love those videos too! Let’s watch another one 
together.

Show the “Cattle Call” missions video.

Announcements (2 min.)

ABE • The thought of being able to use my illusions to 
honor Jesus is so exciting to me. I’m going to work 
hard this week and come back next week ready to 
rock my illusions for Jesus!

HOWIE • I love that heart, Abe. Before you go, let’s share 
these important announcements.

Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)

HOWIE • Lord, thank You that You are better than anything 
in this life. Help us to see that and to share that good 

• “The Story” song 
and other songs of 
your choice

• “Cattle Call” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per kid
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news with others, even when it costs us something. 
Thank You for dying for us on the cross, and help us 
remain faithful when we suffer, just as Stephen did. 
Amen.

Additional idea
WE’RE GOING ON A MISSION TRIP

Guide kids to sit in circles of about 10 kids. Lead the kids 
in the following chant while tapping your legs in a steady 
rhythm.

Chant:
“ We’re going on a mission trip [Kids repeat.] 
Gonna share the gospel [Kids repeat.] 
We come up to a car [Kids repeat.] 
We can’t ride under it [Kids repeat.] 
We can’t ride over it [Kids repeat.] 
We have to ride in it! [Kids repeat.]”

Continue describing different parts of a journey, including 
obstacles you face, such as a crowd you must walk through, 
a large ocean you must fly over, or jungle vines you must 
pass under or climb over. Perform simple hand motions for 
the kids to coincide with the actions.
HOWIE • It’s fun to imagine going out into the world to 

share the gospel with people who don’t know Jesus. 
But you know what? We don’t have to pretend! We 
can really go out and tell people about Jesus. We 
don’t need to be afraid of obstacles we might face 
because we have the Holy Spirit with us all the time.
Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would 
hear about Jesus, and we have the same hope for the 
future that Stephen had—Jesus!
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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