
Use Week of:

1
The Holy Spirit Came

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

• Countdown

• Introduce the session (2 min.)

• Giant timeline (1 min.)

• Big picture question (1 min.)

• Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

• Christ connection

• Group demonstration (5 min.)

• Review (4 min.)

• Key passage (5 min.)

• Group game (5–10 min.)

• Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

• Missions (6 min.)

• Announcements (2 min.)

• Prayer (2 min.)

• Additional idea 

UNIT 28
Session 1

KIDS 
WORSHIP 

Leader BIBLE STUDY

When Jesus ascended to heaven, He instructed the disciples 
to go to Jerusalem and wait. Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit would come upon them. So the disciples went back to 
Jerusalem, where they waited and prayed.

The time came for the Jewish festival called Pentecost, 
or the Feast of Weeks. As with the Passover festival, Jews 
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
from all over the Roman Empire would be at the temple in 
Jerusalem.

During this festival, the Holy Spirit came to believers in 
Jerusalem. They heard a sound like a violent, rushing wind. 
When the Holy Spirit filled the disciples, they were able to 
speak in foreign languages. They went out into the city and 
began to preach, and the Jews from all over the world were 
amazed. These disciples were from Galilee, but they were 
speaking in languages the visitors could understand.

The disciples told people about God’s plan. The Holy Spirit 
helped Peter teach: Jesus is the Messiah; Jesus was killed, but 
He is alive! (Acts 2:22-36) The Holy Spirit convicted the 
crowd and they asked, “Brothers, what must we do?” Peter 
told them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus. 
(Acts 2:37-38) That day, three thousand people received 
salvation!

God kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. With the 
Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could share the gospel 
with the entire world. 

God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. As you teach kids, emphasize that the Holy 
Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He changes us 
to be more like Jesus.
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The Holy Spirit Came
Acts 2:1-4,22-42

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples were 
gathered together in Jerusalem. All of a sudden, a sound 
came from heaven. It was like a strong rushing wind, and 
it filled the whole house where Jesus’ disciples were staying. 
Then tongues appeared like flames of fire, and they 
rested on each of the disciples. The disciples were filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit gave them the 
ability to speak in different languages!

Peter spoke to a crowd that had gathered. “God 
pointed out to you Jesus the Nazarene,” he said. “You 
saw the miracles, wonders, and signs God did through 
Jesus. Even though God planned for Jesus to die, you 
used lawless people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him. 
But death did not keep hold of Jesus; God raised Jesus 
from the dead.”

Then Peter said, “You have seen the truth: Jesus is alive! 
He went up to heaven to be with God the Father. Do not 
doubt this.” Peter continued, “When you killed Jesus, you 
killed the Messiah!”

The Holy Spirit convinced the people that Peter was 
telling the truth. “What must we do to be saved?” they 
asked.

Peter told the people to repent, to turn away from their 
sins and to turn to God. “God will forgive your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Be baptized in 
the name of Jesus,” he said.

Everyone who believed Peter’s message was baptized. 
That day, about 3,000 people joined Jesus’ followers. 
They learned what Jesus’ disciples taught, and they met 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use dramatic 
dialogue: When 
Peter speaks, stand 
up and speak 
loudly. Move your 
hands as you speak, 
addressing the kids 
as Peter might have 
addressed the crowd.

• Control the 
environment: 
Gather kids closely 
to give the feel of a 
crowd as you tell the 
story.

The BIBLE STORY
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with other believers every day. They broke bread together 
and prayed.

Christ Connection: God kept His promise to send the Holy 
Spirit. With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could begin 
their work to share the gospel with the entire world. God gives 
the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
The Holy Spirit gives us power to do God’s work, and He 
changes us to be more like Jesus.
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Kids Worship LEADER

SUGGESTED THEME DECORATING IDEAS: Decorate your 
stage to look like the set of an amateur illusionist’s show. 
Use curtains, bedsheets, or a tablecloth as a backdrop. Set 
up a high top table with a tablecloth. Place props such as a 
top hat and white-tipped wand. Hang a handwritten sign 
that says The Amazing Abe. You may also show the theme 
background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. Because this is the beginning 
of a new quarter, show “The Big Story” video for kids to 
understand where these stories fit in the chronology of the 
Bible.

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Abe jumps up on stage and welcomes the kids with a flashy 
voice and personality.]
ABE • Welcome, one and all, to the best stage show you’ll 

ever see. I am Amazing Abe! Prepare to be amazed by 
my brain-bending illusions!

HOWIE • Excuse me. Amazing Abe? I love your enthusiasm, 
but … why are you here?

• • room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video
• “The Big Story” 

video

• leader attire

Leader insight: The 
two characters for this 
unit are an aspiring 
illusionist named 
Abe R. Cadabra and a 
man named Howie 
Dewitt. Abe is a brand 
new illusionist and 
is looking for his big 
break. He is all about 
himself and wanting 
to build a name for 
himself. Howie is a 
“regular” large group 
leader and is surprised 
to see Abe in the large 
group room. He is also 
surprised to see the 
homemade stage area. 
If you prefer, you could 
use the real name of 
the actor or actress 
playing the part of 
Howie.

SESSION TITLE: The Holy Spirit Came
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 2:1-4,22-42
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

10 Kids Worship Guide
Unit 28 • Session 1

© 2017 LifeWay



ABE • Why am I here? Well, to amaze you of course! For 
example, pick a card, any card. [Abe fans out a card 
deck to Howie.]

HOWIE • Um, OK, I’ll play along. How about … this one?
ABE • And what is your card, sir?
HOWIE • You want me to tell you my card? It’s a three of 

hearts.
ABE • That’s exactly what I thought it was! I read your mind! 

And that’s why they call me … Amazing Abe! [Take a 
dramatic bow.]

HOWIE • Well, that certainly was something, Amazing Abe.
ABE • You can just call me Abe. Short for Abraham R. 

Cadabra.
HOWIE • Your name is Abe R. Cadabra?
ABE • Yeah, why? [Beat.]
HOWIE • I see. You are taking that name very seriously. 

Either way, we don’t normally have performers come 
in. This is a church. These kids are here to hear a 
story from the Bible about Jesus.

ABE • A church, huh? I was given this location as a place 
that I could get a regular gig as an illusionist. There 
must have been some mistake, I suppose. You and 
these kids must have been so surprised to see a 
world-class illusionist like me here today. Trust me 
when I say, that won’t be the last surprise!

HOWIE • You do make quite an impression, Abe. But not 
as much of an impression as the Person in our story 
today made on Jesus’ followers.

ABE • Really? Who could be more impressive than the 
Amazing Abe?

Big picture question (1 min.)

HOWIE • The Person is the Holy Spirit, actually. 
ABE • The Holy Spirit? Who is that?

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

SUGGESTED THEME DECORATING IDEAS: Decorate your 
stage to look like the set of an amateur illusionist’s show. 
Use curtains, bedsheets, or a tablecloth as a backdrop. Set 
up a high top table with a tablecloth. Place props such as a 
top hat and white-tipped wand. Hang a handwritten sign 
that says The Amazing Abe. You may also show the theme 
background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as worship time begins. Because this is the beginning 
of a new quarter, show “The Big Story” video for kids to 
understand where these stories fit in the chronology of the 
Bible.

Introduce the session (2 min.)

[Abe jumps up on stage and welcomes the kids with a flashy 
voice and personality.]
ABE • Welcome, one and all, to the best stage show you’ll 

ever see. I am Amazing Abe! Prepare to be amazed by 
my brain-bending illusions!

HOWIE • Excuse me. Amazing Abe? I love your enthusiasm, 
but … why are you here?

• • room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video
• “The Big Story” 

video

• leader attire

Leader insight: The 
two characters for this 
unit are an aspiring 
illusionist named 
Abe R. Cadabra and a 
man named Howie 
Dewitt. Abe is a brand 
new illusionist and 
is looking for his big 
break. He is all about 
himself and wanting 
to build a name for 
himself. Howie is a 
“regular” large group 
leader and is surprised 
to see Abe in the large 
group room. He is also 
surprised to see the 
homemade stage area. 
If you prefer, you could 
use the real name of 
the actor or actress 
playing the part of 
Howie.
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HOWIE • The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity. 
That means He is God. There is God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit was sent to believers after Jesus ascended to 
heaven.

ABE • What does the Holy Spirit do?
HOWIE • I’m glad you asked, Abe. That’s actually our big 

picture question for this unit. Pay attention to the 
story today, and maybe you can help me answer that 
question yourself.

Giant timeline (1 min.)

HOWIE • But first, we need to bring you up to speed on 
where we are in the big story of the Bible. Take a 
look at this giant timeline.

ABE • It certainly is large.
HOWIE • Well, it has to be to tell the whole story of 

Scripture from start to finish! You see, God created 
the world and guided His people with priests, kings, 
and prophets. But they continued to disobey and 
were separated from God by their sin. Then God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life for us, die in 
our place on the cross, and to rise again showing He 
is more powerful than sin and death. Jesus ascended 
to heaven, giving His disciples a mission to share 
His good news with people everywhere. After the 
Great Commission, His followers became known as 
apostles, or those who have been sent out on mission.

ABE • That is an amazing story! And I know amazing, 
because I am the …

HOWIE • [cutting him off] We know, we know, you’re the 
Amazing Abe. Anyway, Abe, our story takes place 
just after Jesus ascended to heaven, with His apostles 
wondering what would happen next. Jesus told them 

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle
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to wait in Jerusalem, and that’s exactly what they 
were doing. What happened next was truly amazing.

Tell the Bible story (10 min.)

Open your Bible to Acts 2. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or watch 
the Bible story video “The Holy Spirit Came.”
ABE • Oh my! That certainly was more impressive than me. 

The sound! The wind! The tongues of fire! The Holy 
Spirit really knows how to make an entrance.

HOWIE • He knows how to do more than that. Did you see 
how the Holy Spirit helped the disciples of Jesus do 
what He told them to do?

ABE • Yes, I do! Jesus told them to share the good news with 
everyone everywhere, but they didn’t speak all the 
different languages they needed to speak. When the 
Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the Day of 
Pentecost, He helped them speak different languages 
so they could accomplish their mission!

HOWIE • That’s right, Abe! Great job. Now do you think you 
can help me answer our big picture question, What 
does the Holy Spirit do?

ABE • Well, the Holy Spirit helped the apostles do what 
Jesus told them to do. I bet He does that for other 
people at other times, too. In fact, I bet He helps all 
Christians do what Jesus tells them to do.

HOWIE • That truly is an amazing answer, Abe. You’re 
exactly right. What does the Holy Spirit do? The 
Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Christ connection
HOWIE • God kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. 

With the Holy Spirit’s help, Jesus’ disciples could 
begin their work to share the gospel with the entire 

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• “The Holy Spirit 

Came” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

Tip: Use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids know 
when and where they 
can ask questions.
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world. God gives the Holy Spirit to those who trust 
in Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit gives us 
power to do God’s work, and He changes us to be 
more like Jesus.

Group demonstration (5 min.)

ABE • Howie, I have the perfect illusion to show these kids 
to help them understand more of how the Holy 
Spirit helps us!

HOWIE • Let’s see it!
Before the session, fill two glasses with water. Mix a few 
teaspoons of salt into one of the glasses until the salt 
dissolves completely. In sight of the kids, place one egg into 
the plain water. If the eggs are fresh, they will sink in plain 
water.
HOWIE • OK, so the egg sank. I’m not sure I understand.
ABE • Well you see, I haven’t spoken the special words over 

this glass yet. It hasn’t got power yet! It’s like the 
disciples without the Holy Spirit.

Use a spoon to remove the egg from the plain water. Abe 
will wave his hands or a white-tipped wand over the second 
glass and speak some special word or phrase, then place the 
egg into the salt water. It will float because the dissolved salt 
has increased the density of the water.
HOWIE • Oh my! How did you do that?
ABE • It’s actually quite easy. In this illusion, the first and 

second glasses look pretty much identical, but there 
is a key difference. Obviously, speaking special words 
and waving a wand doesn’t put power in the water, 
but what I did put in the water is salt! It makes the 
egg float. 

HOWIE • I see. This illusion helped us imagine what it was 
like for the disciples before and after the Holy Spirit 
came to them. At first, they had no power to do what 

• clear cups, 2
• egg
• water
• salt water
• spoon to remove 

egg from glass
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Jesus commanded them. After the Spirit came, the 
disciples probably looked about the same, but they 
had power they didn’t have before—the Holy Spirit.

ABE • Exactly! What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy 
Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Review (4 min.)

HOWIE • Abe, that was a great demonstration. Let’s ask 
the kids some review questions to check what they 
learned!

Invite the kids to answer the following questions:
1. The apostles were gathered in Jerusalem on which 

special day? (Pentecost, Acts 2:1)
2. What did the apostles hear, feel, and see when the 

Holy Spirit arrived? (a sound like a strong wind and 
tongues of fire, Acts 2:2-3)

3. The Holy Spirit gave the apostles a special ability. 
What was it? (to speak in different languages, 
Acts 2:4)

4. How many people believed what the apostle Peter 
was saying and became followers of Jesus that day? 
(about 3,000; Acts 2:41)

5. What does this story teach me about God, Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit, or the gospel?

6. What does the story teach me about myself? 
7. Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
8. Are there any promises in this story to remember? 

How do they help me trust and love God?
9. How does this story help me to live on mission 

better? 
10. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
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Key passage (5 min.)

ABE • One question for you, Howie. How can the Holy 
Spirit help all Christians everywhere and at all times 
follow Jesus?

HOWIE • Great question, Abe. Let’s start by remembering 
that there is one God, and He exists in three different 
Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Since the Holy Spirit is God, He is omnipresent, 
which means He is everywhere at the same time. He 
is also omnipotent, which means He is all-powerful. 
The Holy Spirit can help all Christians everywhere 
follow Jesus because He is God. And our key passage 
teaches that God works in us for His good purpose. 
God the Holy Spirit is how God works in us.

Read Philippians 2:13 and encourage the kids to read along 
in their Bibles. Display the key passage poster for kids to 
read it. You may also sing the key passage song.

Group game (5–10 min.)

THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

HOWIE • Jesus said for His followers to share this news in 
Jerusalem where they lived, Judea, which was a larger 
area, Samaria, which was full of people they didn’t 
normally talk to, and the end of the earth. In other 
words, they were supposed to share the gospel with 
everyone, everywhere! This day of Pentecost was a 
great way to kick off this mission, with many people 
from all over the world hearing the gospel in their 
own language.

ABE •Since the apostles were supposed to share the good 
news with people in four areas, let’s play one of my 
favorite games—“Four Corners.”

Label each corner of the room one of the following names: 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the Ends of the Earth. Also 

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• paper
• markers
• bowl
• “The Story” song 

(optional)
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write the matching words on individual slips of paper and 
place them in a small bowl. Play music and let kids wander 
the room. When the music stops, they must run to one of 
the corners. Howie and Abe will pick a piece of paper and 
read it. Whoever was standing in that corner is “out” and 
must sit in the middle of the room. Then the slip of paper 
goes back in the container, and the music starts again. 
Continue playing until just a few kids are left, and declare 
them the winners.

Sing and offering (3–12 min.)

HOWIE • I love God so much. Let’s sing songs of praise to 
God for all He does to save us and help us obey.

Sing “The Story.” Choose other songs as time allows.
Song suggestions: 

• “The Story” song (unit theme)
• “I Will Stand” song
• “Mighty Healer” song
• “Stronger” song
• “Mighty Fortress (Our God Is Faithful)” song

Missions (6 min.)

ABE • Howie, how is the Holy Spirit helping Christians 
follow Jesus today?

HOWIE • I’m so glad you asked, Abe. Christians are still 
following Jesus’ instruction to share the good news 
all over the world, and the Holy Spirit helps them do 
that. Let’s watch a video of one of these Christians 
doing just that.

Show the missions video “Worth It All.”
HOWIE • Let’s take time this week to pray for the people 

in Uganda. Let’s ask God to give the missionaries 
strength to share the gospel despite danger, and pray 
that the people there will understand the truth and 

• “The Story” song 
and other songs of 
your choice

• “Worth It All” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per kid
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believe in Jesus for salvation.

Announcements (2 min.)

HOWIE • Well, Amazing Abe, I know that this wasn’t the 
gig you were expecting, but I’m glad you came and 
joined us today. 

ABE • Me too!
HOWIE • Before we go, let me share some announcements.
Make any announcements from your kids’ ministry.

Prayer (2 min.)

HOWIE • Jesus, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles so that they could share the good news. 
Thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to help us 
as well. I pray that the Holy Spirit would help us all 
turn from our sins and trust in Jesus, just like Peter 
told the people to do in our story today. Amen.

ABE • Amen! Now I’m off to practice my illusions for next 
week. See you then!

Additional idea
HURRY UP AND WAIT

This game is played like “Red Light, Green Light.” When 
the leader says “hurry up,” the kids can move forward. 
When he or she says “wait,” the kids must stop. The last 
person to stop must go back to the beginning.
ABE • Why did Jesus tell the disciples to go out into the 

whole world and then tell them to wait in Jerusalem?
HOWIE • That’s a great question, Abe. The apostles had to 

wait until the Holy Spirit came to give them the 
power to obey Jesus’ mission at the proper time. 

ABE • So like in our game, the disciples felt the urgency of 
Jesus’ command to share the gospel, but they also felt 
the need for patience until the Holy Spirit came.

18 Kids Worship Guide
Unit 28 • Session 1

© 2017 LifeWay



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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