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Summer 2015
Mission Trip Journal
Our youth traveled to Weirton, West Virginia, on
June 30 to complete a variety of construction
projects in the Weirton community. Read their daily
journal below!
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Day 1

June 30, 2015
The team has arrived safely to our hotel in Bethany, West Virginia.
We are getting settled, burning some teenage energy, having
dinner, then hitting up the grocery store.
Thanks for your continued prayers!

Day 2

July 1, 2015
Our team of 21 arrived to the campus of Bethany College to get
settled into our hotel on Tuesday and began organizing our
supplies. It was lots of fun to split up the group for some
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shopping. One group hit the hardware store for extra remodeling
and repair supplies, while the other group headed to the grocery
store for lunch-making ingredients.

The Bible study guiding us throughout the week is challenging us
to consider what it means to live our lives ‘on mission’ for Christ.
In our first study we considered Paul’s teaching in Romans to
help us consider Biblical themes of forgiveness, freedom, and
what it means to follow Christ.
On Wednesday we made
our way to the Weirton
Christian Center ( WCC) to
begin working on the
repair list they shared with
us. There is an extensive
list of small repairs to the
classrooms, restrooms,
windows, and walls that we will be aiming to complete this week
during the mornings. In the afternoons we will join the programs
the volunteers and staff have scheduled each day. Today we were
a part of their Bible study, a vigorous game of kickball, art time,
and a computer literacy class.
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It is so encouraging to see these
students working together, serving
together, laughing together, playing
together, and studying Scripture
together. We hope to experience a
full day of work, play, and service on
Thursday.
Thank you for your prayers this
week!

Day 3

July 2, 2015
We experienced another full day of work, play, and service at the
Weirton Christian Center.
In the morning each student was bustling around trying to make
further progress on the repair projects we began this week.
Today we saw the completion of several key items in the
preschool area and outside of the center. A few of our future
engineers constructed a new outbuilding to store some
equipment at the center. New window blinds were completed,
walls were painted, repairs were made to several bathroom stall
doors, and several other painting tasks were finished up outside.
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This trip has provided a great balance for each of us to work
hands on in repairing the Christian Center and also invest
relationally with the elementary through high school age kids
attending the center each day this summer. As part of the
rotation of their programming today, we were able share talents
with the kids by leading worship and familiar camp songs. It was
fun for our
students to be
able to teach
some of the
younger kids
with
hand
motions to some
newer songs.
We were also invited to a special dessert treat this afternoon to
say thanks for coming to hang out with the kids this week. Today
was actually the last time we’ll see most of the younger kids,
because they are not able to come with us on the amusement
park outing tomorrow.
As we wrapped up our day, we
hung out with a group of high
school kids and traveled down the
street to ‘graffiti’ a wall at a
donated house. Kim Weaver, the
director, said the house will be
demolished in the near future to
create space for a community
garden.
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The variety of projects and interaction with the students here
have been a tremendous blessing. Our FAB students have been
enjoying their group bonding moments during free time and our
Bible studies.
Thank you for your continued prayers this week!

Day 4

July 3, 2015
Today was a half-work, half-play day. We continued to wrap up
small projects at the Weirton Christian Center before going to
Kennywood amusement park for the rest of our day.

One group of our students decided
there needed to be some more color
in the landscaping so we bought rich
colored flowers and shrubs to dress
things up a bit. With each project
nearing completion we gathered up
the team and about 20 of the folks
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from WCC to spend our afternoon and evening at the
Kennywood amusement park in Pittsburgh. We shared in a great
dinner spread at the park and rode lots of roller coasters right up
until the fireworks display.

Thank you for your prayers as we fellowship in these moments
together!

Day 5

July 4, 2015
Saturday, July 4, was our last full day in the area. We’ll start for
home after worship in the morning.
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This morning we needed to clean up our tools and remaining
supplies, and clean up our debris from the dusting and cleaning
of each project this week. We headed to meet Kim Weaver, the
director of the Weirton Christian Center, to get everything
wrapped up.

Kim was so grateful for the work and
effort displayed by our students all
week. She expressed her appreciation
for investing our lives in those of the
students at the center. She invited us
to come back any time. She is excited
to someday soon raise enough money
for the construction of a newer, safer, and more efficient building
for the center to use in their neighborhood.
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This group deserved some rest and relaxation, so we took them
to Oglebay Park in Wheeling to soak up the sun and enjoy a
beautiful day. Whether it was peddle boating, mini golf,
swimming, or touring the Good Zoo, the team relished in this
time of rest.
Tonight marked our final Bible study. Each session has built up to
a point of personal decision challenging us to lead those around
us in our lives to a relationship with Christ. The sessions worked
through Biblical themes of discipleship, which helped our team
better understand Christ’s teaching in Matthew 28 instructing
each of us to share the gospel and make disciples.
The Bible studies have provided great discussion, allowing
students to share and challenge each other. The vibrancy and
depth of their thoughts has been encouraging to our leaders.
This youth mission trip has
been a great experience in
every way possible. We look
forward to worship at 1st
Baptist Church in Washington,
PA, tomorrow morning before
we start our drive home.
Thank you for trusting this team with bearing the image of our
church family as we encounter the life of mission that God has
prepared for each of us. It is our prayer that He has been working
in your life as evidently this week as we feel the Spirit has in ours.
Amen.

