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A team travels to Nicaragua in August to work primarily with the 

children in an orphanage.  Once the team is there, you can read each 

day’s entry of their journal below! 

 

Friday, August 3 

 

The team arrived safely in Nicaragua on Friday evening.  Check 

back for their daily reports and pray for them as they serve as the 

hands and feet of Christ. 

 

Saturday, August 4 

 

 “We mean well, our motives are good, but we have neglected to 

conduct careful due diligence to determine emotional, economic, and 

cultural outcomes on the receiving end of our charity. Why do we 

miss this crucial aspect in evaluating our charitable work? Because, 

as compassionate people, we have been evaluating our charity by 

the rewards we receive through service, rather than the benefits re-



Page 2 

 

ceived by the served. We have failed to adequately calculate the ef-

fects of our service on the lives of those reduced to objects of our 

pity and patronage.”  

(Lupton, Robert D. Toxic Charity. Harper One Publishing. 2011. p.4) 

 

This morning we were charged to think about our service and moti-

vation to serve. We were to think not about the way we felt, but in-

stead to look at the needs of others. Through our experience, we felt 

Christ throughout the day. One of the team members wrote her re-

flections on what it took place in 

her heart today.  

 

Where do I even begin to de-

scribe how God worked in our 

hearts today?  Well, in a few words 

… Jesus Christ was leading us eve-

ry single step of the way.  As a first 

time traveler to Nicaragua, I came with an open heart and mind.  For 

me, I don’t think it was so much of, “I’m going on this mission trip to 

become more humble or to feel better about myself,”...it was more of, 

“OK, God, I want to be your hands and feet, so send me where you 

want me to go.”   There-

fore I didn’t really have 

many expectations, 

good or bad; I simply 

came ready to serve the 

Lord.   I just knew that I 

was going to be Christ 

with whatever situation 

that may come about.  
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This morning was a lot of preparation for what we had planned 

today.  From wrapping Bibles to making lunches, we did it as a team.  

We then packed everything into our 2 vans and set out for the Remar 

orphanage.  I specifically remember driving through the area right 

before we arrived and seeing, with my own two eyes, the poverty that 

actually exists here in Nicaragua.  

It was an overwhelming feeling 

of sadness and almost guilt that 

we live with so much more than 

what they have.  Yet, even in the 

midst of this poverty, you could 

see the willingness they have to 

always put forth 110% effort into 

everything they do. “We’re here,” 

says Bob, as we pull into the 

rusty yellow gates of Remar orphanage. If you know that butterfly 

feeling you get in the pit of your stomach when you get super excit-

ed, you will know exactly how I felt.  As we pulled up, we can see 80 

smiling, eager orphans all excitedly walking towards our van.  It was 

all I could do, and I’m sure everyone, to hold back from jumping out 

of the still moving van to squeeze each of them in our arms.  Ex-

cept…they got to us first.  Their warm embrace captured my heart 

over and over again, as they continually hugged every single person 

on our team.  I can honestly say that I have never felt more love and 

appreciation from a stranger before that moment.  I truly felt the love 

of Christ through the simple presence of these orphans.  I know that 

I didn’t go into the mission field today expecting anything in return; 

but I can say this: Looking into those brown, beautiful, loveable Nica-

raguan eyes is a moment that I will forever remember.  

 

Before coming here, I knew that I would see poverty. Yet, I nev-

er imagined the word “poverty” to have so much hope.  I never knew 
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that, even when these people don’t have but enough to get them 

through today, they love like Christ loves us.  In the midst of despair, 

unfortunate circumstances, and for some orphans, the valley of the 

shadow of death, Remar was full of love.  They truly cared about one 

another to a depth where they would do absolutely anything for one 

another; those acts of kindness spoke the world to me.  Those smil-

ing, bubbly faces lit up no matter 

what was going on around them; and 

beyond that they were thankful be-

yond what words can even describe.  

They may be poor, but they are rich 

with love.  They compassionately love 

like Christ loves each of us.   What if 

every day, each of us simply reaches 

out a loving hand and loves like the 

Nicaraguans love us? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 5 

 “When the need is real and the situation critical, we will gladly sacri-

fice our time, resources, and even personal safety to rescue some-

one from trouble. This desire to help echoes the imprint Creator on 

our lives.” 

(Lupton, Robert D. Toxic Charity. Harper One Publishing. 2011. p.47) 
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God is Creator. It is not hard to see God’s craftsmanship all around 

us. His creative hands crafted this magnificent world that we per-

ceive through our hands, eyes, nose, mouths and ears. God’s crea-

tive hands formed this incredible earth that we get to enjoy. The 

stars, the moon, the oceans, the mountains, the birds, the flowers, all 

show how amazing God is and who He is as Creator. 

 

God did not just create this world, but He created each and every one 

of us. Today, as you worshipped our Creator at FABC, we too wor-

shipped with our brothers and sisters here in Nicaragua. Our wor-

ship time consisted of dancing and singing praises to God, times of 

prayer, thanksgiving, and a message from the book of Nehemiah on 

building our lives in relationship with God. It was an incredible expe-

rience for all of us to worship with the Remar children. It was an in-

credible opportunity to share these moments with our Lord together.  

 



Page 6 

 

After wor-

ship, we all 

enjoyed the 

creation of 

PIZZA! We 

gathered to-

gether at a 

local Pizza 

Hut where 

the 109 of us 

broke bread 

together! 

What a feast 

and joy it was to have a meal together! We packed the place! 

 

After we finished our meal, we enjoyed the movie Ice Age together. 

Each one of our hearts was warmed by the joy that surrounded the 

children during this time. It filled our hearts with so much joy to 

spend the day with them! 
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Today was a true day of worship. It was a true day of being church 

with one another. It was a day of fellowship and Agape love shared 

with one another. It was a day in which we praised God together, we 

ate together, we played together, and to God be the glory!  

 

Tomorrow will be another day in which we get to spend with the chil-

dren of Remar. We will conduct another clinic, and we are hoping to 

get many of the children seen by a dentist near town. We are also go-

ing to begin construction on their library. We are excited to see 

God’s handwork once again! 

 

We pray that as we look for God tomorrow that you too will see Him 

in your lives. We could not be more grateful and thankful to call you 
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our family as well. Thank you FAB for being here with us through 

your prayers!   

 

 Tuesday, August 7 

 “Trust is also the essence of faith. We Christians believe in a God 
we cannot see. We pledge ourselves to a community charged with 

demonstrating selfless love for one another. The interests of others 
are to be held above our own. Learning to trust one another, to be 

trustworthy in our relationships, is the foundation upon which such 
community flourishes. But even the church never measures up to 
these high ideals. As hard as we try, sometimes we hurt other peo-
ple. Egos often get in the way. But we continue to aspire to healthy 

community life.” 

 (Lupton, Robert D. Toxic Charity. Harper One Publishing. 2011. p.61) 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we have one thing in common. We have 

accepted His grace and love for us as a free gift that we cannot earn. 

Jesus Christ loved us all enough to die for our salvation. God’s love 

was so great that He wanted us to be with Him for eternity. We must 

have faith. However, as James writes, faith is not enough. We must 

have works. We must love each other, fellowship with one another, 

take care of one another, and share with one another. 
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Today, we tried to put our faith and works together by conducting an-

other medical clinic for the school children at REMAR. Dr. Skip and 

Dr. Chris have seen many patients and are making a huge difference 

in these children’s lives. Cyndy, Teresa, and Linda are also cleaning 

teeth, and this afternoon 7 children went to see a dentist to get cavi-

ties filled. Tomorrow we will send another 15 children to the dentist. 
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This morning we also had the opportunity to paint a dormitory and 

prepare a room by busting out concrete for the library. It seemed like 

we were constantly taking breaks so that we could spend precious 

moments with the children of REMAR.  

 

One of our team members wrote this about a moment she experi-

enced today… 

“In the midst of the dental clinic I noticed a boy that looked remarka-

bly like Edwin. Linda took his name and labeled his toothbrush, and it 

made me think of what a difference we were all making. Around ten years 

ago Edwin was that little boy and many of the people here helping today 

were there in the process of making Remar what it is now and Edwin who 

he is. He has not only learned our language and become an interpreter for 

us, but has also become an inspiring Christian. I know that not too long 

ago our Church was teaching him things about God, but now he’s teach-

ing us. I have never experienced or seen someone with more faith, humili-

ty, and trust in God. I hope that one day ten years from now, I’m the one 

handing out the toothbrush looking at a little boy or girl that I, in some 

way or another, helped raise.” 
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We have had a great week filled with God moments! Tomorrow we 

will travel to Leon to visit with the children there. We will also be do-

ing a medical clinic, passing out beans and rice at a local public 

school, and installing a water tank! Please continue to pray for us as 

we continue to pray for you all at home.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Wednesday, August 8, 2012 

“Made in the image of God, we are created with intrinsic worth. And 
anything that erodes a rightful sense of pride and self-respect dimin-
ishes that image. At best we are fragile, easily wounded by criticism 
or insult. But those who have been devalued by society are unusual-

ly sensitive to the signals they receive from the dominant culture. 
Those in service work have the responsibility to listen to what those 
in need are saying- and as the Oath of Compassionate Service states
- also to what is not being said. Herein lie essential clues that help us 

provide effective care. “ 

 (Lupton, Robert D. Toxic Charity. Harper One Publishing. 2011. p.61) 
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We are all fragile people. Every one of God’s people is created in 

God’s image. Each one of God’s children was designed to be beauti-

ful in His sight. However, like the author of Toxic Charity says, we are 

all fragile. We all have parts of our lives that we wish did not exist. 

We have regrets. We have moments that we wish did not occur. At 

one point or another, our feelings have been hurt. We have felt pain 

and sadness. 

Today, we got to meet the boys of Leon. Each one has his own story 

that is unique to him. Many have been through very difficult times in 

their life. Many of them have felt not wanted or loved for many years 

now. They have had moments that they wish they could forget. They 

have times when they wish someone would have tamed their tongue 

and actions and moments when they wished they had done the 

same. They are God’s fragile creation and today we got the chance to 

love them. 

Here is one of our team members’ thoughts on the day: 

We headed two hours northwest up the Pacific coast for Leon this 

morning with anxious and exciting thoughts of what God had in 

store for the day’s journey. Let me first give a shout out to “The Man” 

Bob for keeping everyone safe on our trip! He showed great patience 

and the ability to make the right decisions on the road, as chaotic as 

it can be sometimes. 
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Before going to the farm we stopped at a three-room elementary 

school closeby and passed out beans and rice to all the students 

and teachers. They showed such an abundance of appreciation with 

thank-yous and one request that we will never forget: “Don’t forget 

about us.” 

 

After passing out the beans and rice we headed just a few miles up 

the road for the older boys’ home at the farm. Upon arrival we were 

surprised to be greeted by a few of the older boys that we know well 

who no longer live at the orphanage, and they brought smiles to 

many faces and memories from the past.  
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We wasted no time setting up the medical clinic, and Mark tried to 

find out if there was anything we could do to help with the construc-

tion of their new water tower. Our help was not needed for the tower 

– except to go into town and pick up some supplies for its construc-

tion. 

 

So a small group of us went into downtown Leon, which was an ex-

perience like no other, to get pizza for lunch and pick up a few things 

from the hardware store. We brought pizza back to the farm where 

everyone was ready to eat. We had plenty to eat and great fellowship 

with the boys. We wrapped up our time at the farm with a few games 

of soccer that were played with a completely deflated ball. They can 

play that game with anything!  
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The trip back to the hotel was interesting, but smooth and safe, and 

we wrapped up the night with another exceptional dinner and a great 

devotion by Chris and Renee. We are so blessed to have such a 

great team that supports each other and always lends a helping 

hand. Hopefully God has another spectacular day in store for us to-

morrow that we can use to further His kingdom of believers! 

 Thursday, August 9, 2012 

“The Oath of Compassionate Service: Never do for the poor what 
they have (or could have ) the capacity to do for themselves. Limit 

one-way giving to emergency situations. Strive to empower the poor 
through employment, lending, and investing, using grants sparingly 
to reinforce achievements. Subordinate self-interests to the needs of 
those being served. Listen closely to those you seek to help, espe-
cially to what is not being said-unspoken feelings may contain es-
sential clues to effective service. Above all do no harm.” (Lupton, 

Robert D. Toxic Charity. Harper One Publishing. 2011. p.8) 

 

What an incredible week we have had together! We have felt God’s 

presence moving in our lives. We have felt the love of the children. 

We have enjoyed the fellowship of one another. God has been with 

us. We have been there for one another. We have shared in commu-

nity and trust with one another. To God be the glory! 
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Today was our last day in Nicaragua. Tomorrow we will travel home. 

We will leave the people of Nicaragua and will leave each other in our 

daily lives. But we still had one more day. 

 

This morning we loaded up and headed back to REMAR for another 

medical clinic. This morning we saw some of the workers of REMAR 

and also some more schoolchildren. During the medical clinic, some 

of us went out in the town of Vera Cruz to pass out some beans and 

rice. We took some of the children from REMAR with us. It was a 

blessing to watch the children give to others. They smiled the whole 

time as they experienced the blessing of giving.  

 

After the morning we headed to Caterinia to see the beauty of Nicara-

gua. We then headed back to prepare for the Bible distribution and 

the party at REMAR.  
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Tonight was a complete and total celebration for all of us! It was a 

blessing to hear the children sing and dance. We enjoyed eating to-

gether and playing together. Laurie and Katherine did an amazing job 

making sure every child had a Bible. We got to call every child by 

name and present the Bible their Madres and Padres gave to them! 

Thank you FAB for loving these children.  

 

Tonight, one of the former children of REMAR wrote the following 

words. We have had the complete blessing of have Edwin as part of 

the team this year. He is an incredible young man who blessed us by 

his amazing faith in God.  
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“Being part of a mission trip was a desire that I prayed to God about 

constantly. I have received a lot of blessings and thought that saying 

‘thank you’ was not enough. I wanted to say ‘thank you’ with actions 

too, and this week, I was able to give everything I had. I was really 

pleased to help the children at REMAR this week. They were all hap-

py to see us with big smiles and hugs. I did many things that filled 

my heart with joy, and I thank God for letting me be part of the team. 

I hope that I can come back and keep giving the children love and 

hope at REMAR.” 

 

Thank you, Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, for sending us this week. 

We hope that we have represented you well and honored God. We 

look forward to worshipping with you Sunday! 

 


