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Adult Mission Trip
to Camp Cowen
April 2013
Mission Trip Journal
Members of Fifth Avenue Baptist Church travel
to Camp Cowen to help repair damage caused by
recent storms. Read their daily journal below!
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Day 1

April 14, 2013
We arrived around 3:30 after an uneventful trip to Camp Cowen.
As we drove through the gates of the camp, the first thing we
noticed is all the debris that is down around the camp. As we
drove further into camp, we noticed stacks and stacks of cut logs
on both sides of the road. After unloading, we found David,
who had already been at Cowen for
a day, and he gave us the “nickel
tour” of the campgrounds. There is
a lot of construction going on, and
David is doing a lot of wiring. We
are going to find out on April 15
what it is that God wants this team
to do.
We immediately noticed all the trees lost from a 41-inch wet
snow that fell last October during Hurricane Sandy. As we
looked at the two buildings that were damaged and the other
ancillary damaged items, plus the countless downed trees
around the perimeter of the
camp, we got a sense of the
massive effect on this camp from
the storm. However, it is
encouraging to see that the
rebuilding is being done in a
manner that is durable and
lasting.
There will be
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opportunities for many people to
contribute to the rebuilding and
cleaning up from the storm. We are
extremely excited for the week
ahead.
As usual, we came here with a preconceived notion of an agenda and
God has other plans. This is going
to be an exciting week!
“So much to do and so little time! What a disarray these storms
left this camp in. God must have wanted to gather like minded
souls to put it back together. I feel blessed to be here!” -Kay
“I am so happy!!!!!!!! -David
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Day 2

April 15, 2013
We split up into two teams for our first
work day. One team worked at the Milan
house, tearing down drywall and doing
electrical work. The other team hung drywall on the 10-foot ceiling. The ceiling is
complete, and we are moving on to
putting T-1-11 up on the walls. We are
bonding as a group and enjoying having a
cook for two days. The
cooks are fabulous and much appreciated. We
are also enjoying the company of Tommy, who is
the hired construction foreman. We are getting
excited about the family mission’s team
arrival on Friday. We are praying for them that
the Holy Spirit moves in their lives.
“Yesterday was very therapeutic for Bev and me.
Drywall + Crowbars = Destruction! Much was
accomplished in His name. While walking last
evening, we thought about our day in relative
seclusion. Here we were, standing in the midst
of destruction but feeling enveloped by His
peace and wondering if that is how anyone in Boston felt. I can’t
wait to see what is in store for tomorrow! The sun is shining,
birds are singing, and hopefully God is smiling in anticipation of
seeing His young souls coming back to this place." -Kay
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“Instead of handing me a brick, hand me another
junction box!!!!" -Dave
(Dave is keeping this place safely wired for years
to come and is a true blessing to camp Cowen.)
We continue to rebuild spiritually.

Day 3

April 16, 2013
Everyone had a very busy day. We
have been cleaning cabins for the families that are coming to join us. God
has a lot for us to do in such a short
period of time before the children
come to camp. It is appropriate that
we are studying Nehemiah in the evenings. After just two days
of this work, I have come to the conclusion that he must have
been a younger man! So much to do.
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Love in Christ,
Cowen Mission Team
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Day 4

April 17, 2013
Today was a fun day at camp. We
enjoyed mixing up the teams and
working with different friends. The
cabins are about one-third completed
and looking good. We have also started
preparing for our FAB families who are
coming Friday. Just knowing that more
hands are soon to join ours excites us, for we know from
Nehemiah that if we each take a piece of the wall the camp will
soon be restored to the glory of God.
“The Milam House is coming together. Electric, flooring, and fascia board! We were
thankful for the extra hands that showed up.
Dave hit the gate running with electrical
work. Bret rolled in last night. God blessed
us with a wonderful day.” -Kay
Love in Christ,
Cowen Mission Team
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Day 5

April 18, 2013
Thursday brought new blood.
Bret joined our family of workers
here at Cowen, and Friday
morning takes one of our family
members, Jennifer, back to Huntington. We are working hard at
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our prayer life as well as the tasks here
at Cowen. God has blessed us with just
the right skills to accomplish what He
needs. We thank all those who continue
to pray for this team family. One man
should not hang drywall by himself, nor
should a follower of Christ try to follow
Christ without fellowshipping with other believers. We need each other!
Love in Christ,
Cowen Mission Family

