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 Vision: Week Five: 
 Completed Sight 

John 9:34-41 
April 2, 2017 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
 

 
 

9) 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 
is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into 
this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 
become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. (NRSV) 

 

Opening the Word 
 

Eureka! A-ha! I get it! Every once in awhile, we have a moment when things fall 
into place. Suddenly everything makes sense. Our questions resolve into trust. Our feet 
stand on solid ground. Holy ground.   

 

 
 

 In these final verses of chapter nine, the healed man has another life-changing, holy 
ground, a-ha encounter with Jesus. Throughout the chapter, we have seen the man’s faith 
in Jesus growing. First, he tells his neighbors that Jesus healed him. Then he tells the 
Pharisees that Jesus is a prophet. Finally, in his second interrogation, the man declares that 
Jesus must be from God or else he would never have been able to heal him—something 
no one else could do. As the chapter moves along, the man’s spiritual sight begins to catch 
up with his physical sight.  
 The religious authorities are so threatened by the healed man’s declaration about 
Jesus that they kick him out of their presence. The implication is that he has been rejected 
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from the synagogue as well for his burgeoning faith in Jesus. Cast out, but clear-sighted, 
the healed man finally comes face-to-face with his Healer.  
 
Studying God’s Word 
 When the authorities kick him out, the healed man is all alone, thrust into a 
completely new life story. His identity as “the blind beggar,” is no more. His neighbors are 
suspicious of him, his parents afraid to celebrate with him, the authorities furious with 
him. He may not even be allowed back in worship: “He was not welcomed at work, home, 
or church (synagogue)--all because of a man he had never seen and knew not where to 
find.”1 
 But Jesus knows where to find him. When Jesus hears that the healed man has been 
“driven out” by the authorities, he goes looking for him (v.35). Just as Jesus initiated 
healing the man physically in vss. 6-7, he now initiates reconnection, when everything the 
man has known is lost. Jesus reaches out to complete the man’s healing, physically and 
spiritually.  
 Jesus cuts right to the chase, asking, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” (v.35). In 
ancient Judaism, “Son of Man” meant the one “whose coming will mark the beginning of 
God’s final judgment.” John’s use of the term makes it clear that Jesus’ coming has 
already begun that judgment: the “future judge is already present.”2  The Light of the 
world shining in the darkness is the beginning of that judgment. Those who turn away 
from the light or refuse to see it judge themselves, as we will see.  
 The man answers, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe I him” (v.36). 
Remember, the man gained his sight after he washed the mud away in the pool of Siloam. 
By then, Jesus had gone on.  
 Jesus responds, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he” (v.37).  
This answer confirms what the man sensed: his Healer is from God, the One whom the 
people have anticipated for so long. In one short sentence, Jesus clarifies what the man has 
been slowly realizing all through the chapter. 
 Immediately, the man confesses his faith in Jesus: “Lord, I believe.” The man 
worships Jesus, John tells us, using the same Greek word used to describe the worship of 
God elsewhere in this Gospel (4:20-24). The man recognizes the presence of God in Jesus, 
giving “glory to God” in a way that “ironically fulfills the authorities’ demand” during his 
second interrogation (v. 24).3 Only the formerly blind man, rejected and thrown out, 
understands what it means to give glory to God. Only the formerly blind man sees the 
Light of the world.  
 Jesus then explains more about his purpose on earth as the “Son of Man.” He says, 
“I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see and those who 
do see may become blind” (v.39). Those who move toward the light and those who turn 
away from it judge themselves. Those who want to see will be able to do so, thanks to the 

                                                 
1 William E. Hull. “Commentary.” Broadman Bible Commentary. Luke-John Vol. 9. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1970.  
2 O’Day 660. 
3 8 9  O’Day 661. 
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Light of the world. All that is needed is an awareness of our own blindness.  
But those who are absolutely certain they already see everything are blind to the 

Light. They blind themselves by closing their eyes against what is right before them, 
turning away from the Light sent from God.  Simply by being the Light of the world, 
Jesus “initiates the judgment that characterizes the Son of Man.”4  
 But this is not the way that the religious authorities have thought about judgment at 
all. They understand themselves to be the judges, the only ones with the authority to speak 
for God. As they keep insisting, they already “know” (v.24, 29) and already see. 

So it’s not surprising that the Pharisees near enough to hear Jesus ask, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” Or as the NIV translates, “What? Are we blind, too?” (v.40). The 
question’s phrasing in Greek indicates that the Pharisees’ expect Jesus to answer no, that 
they aren’t blind. They can’t imagine that Jesus would include them in the judgment he 
has just described—they’re the ones who know and see everything, after all.5  
 And that’s exactly what makes them blind! Jesus responds to them, “If you were 
blind you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” (v.41) 
With this answer, Jesus neatly rejects the idea that physical blindness is somehow related 
to sin and at the same time, exposes the authorities’ own sin: spiritual blindness.  

The authorities have spent much of this chapter trying to judge Jesus and the blind 
man as sinners for breaking Sabbath rules. But the sin in this chapter isn’t about breaking 
rules—it is about rejecting Jesus, the Light of the world sent by God. The Pharisees’ 
insistence that they and they alone are the ones who see makes them blind to what God is 
doing in Jesus. Over and over, they have refused to see what is right before them. Their 
spiritual blindness is their own doing. No matter if we close our eyes or open them with 
joy, the Light shines in the darkness. 
 
Making Connections 
 

 A Slow Awakening Sometimes we see what God is doing with particular lightning-
quick insight. Other times, we need more time to process and ponder what God is 
doing. Revelation can happen all at once or it may unfold over time.  
  In John 9, the physical healing happens quickly. A touch of mud, a few 
instructions, a wash in the pool of Siloam and this blind man can suddenly see! His 
entire life turns on a dime!  
 But the spiritual sight takes a bit of time as he takes in what—and who--has 
happened to him. The fact that his awareness of who Jesus is evolves over time is 
completely normal. He is open to what God is doing through Jesus; he just can’t 
quite see it yet. That’s true for us, too. God knows it takes time for us humans to see 
more clearly. The problem comes when we refuse to see at all, when we close our 
eyes and turn away.   
 

When have I experienced a lightning-quick insight from God? When have I 
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experienced a slowly developing understanding of what God is doing?   
What’s the difference between having trouble seeing what God is doing and refusing 
to see what God is doing?  

 

 Logic of the Light When the light shines, it changes everything. But we can turn 
away from the light, run away from the light, or close our eyes to it. Doing so 
doesn’t affect the light—it affects us. “The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).  

John tells us that the way we respond to the light judges us. If we are open to 
the light of Christ, we are not spiritually blind. If we are not open to the light of 
Christ then we are spiritually blind, no matter how much we think we know or see.  

The Message puts it this way, “I came into the world to bring everything into 
the clear light of day, making all the distinctions clear, so that those who have never 
seen will see, and those who have made a great pretense of seeing will be exposed 
as blind” (v.39). The simple humility of realizing we do not understand or know or 
see everything is key to seeing the light of Christ. Our vision depends on our 
awareness of our need for God and our dependence upon Jesus’ light for seeing 
anything and everything.  

 

When have I encountered “those who have made a great pretense of seeing?” How 
do I struggle with spiritual blindness? What about my congregation? 
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