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9) 24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet 
he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and 
are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. (NRSV) 
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Opening the Word 
 

We see what we want to see. Bending the facts to fit the case. Looking for evidence to 
support our conclusion. 

These familiar statements reflect a very human reality: we have trouble seeing what 
we do not want to see. If something doesn’t fit with our currently held worldview, we may 
gloss over it or ignore it. A study shared on the radio show “Hidden Brain” showed that 
when people believe something to be true, hard evidence to the contrary has no effect on 
their perspective: 

“Certain myths are so pervasive that no matter how many experts disprove them, 
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they only seem to grow in popularity. There's no shortage of peer-reviewed studies 
showing no link between autism and vaccines, for example, but these are no match 
for an emotional appeal to a parent worried for his young child.”  
 http://www.npr.org/2017/03/13/519661419/when-it-comes-to-politics-and-fake-news-facts-arent-enough 

 

Even when mountains of evidence are right before our eyes, if that evidence 
contradicts something we do not want to believe, we tend to refuse to see it. Human nature 
at work! We are finite, sinful, and limited creatures.  

Proof of our struggle to see what’s right in front of us abounds in John ch. 9. In the 
past several weeks, we have seen how our self-absorption can make it hard to truly see 
realities outside our own experience, as we saw with the healed man’s neighbors. 
Hardness of heart can lead us to major on the minors, like the Pharisees missing the 
miracle in favor of the minutiae of Sabbath rules. Fear heightens this tendency, as we saw 
last week in the Pharisees’ interrogation of the healed man’s parents.   

In this week’s passage, the Pharisees call the healed man back for a second, much 
more formal interrogation. This time he’s under oath and the stakes are higher. The 
religious authorities use their position, power, and centuries of established authority in an 
attempt to manipulate the healed man. But the man’s truth is simple and hard to refute: “I 
was blind, now I see” (v.25).  
 
Studying God’s Word 
 From the Pharisees’ first words, it is clear that things are more intense this go- 
round. By saying “Give glory to God!” the authorities are demanding that the man testify 
under oath. The phrase would have been familiar to 1st century Jews as a command to tell 
the truth as a faithful follower of God, according to Joshua 7:19.2 By telling the truth, the 
person under oath “gives glory to God.” Ironically, the man is already giving glory to God 
by telling the truth of his miracle healing. The Pharisees just don’t want to hear or see that.  

 
 The authorities couple the demand for a testimony under oath with the declaration, 
“we know this man is a sinner.” This is a rather unsubtle way of announcing that they 
aren’t really prepared to listen to what he has to say. They already know that his healer is a 
sinner.  It’s kind of hard to testify to the truth when the people asking you to speak make it 
clear what they already think—what they are already absolutely certain that they know.  
 But even in the face of that rigid certainty, the man is not intimidated. He sticks to 
what he knows: “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I 
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was blind, now I see.”  Unlike the authorities, he is open to the new thing God is doing in 
Jesus. He has experienced the light of Jesus in an undeniable, powerful way.  
 Looking for holes in the story, the Pharisees change tactics, inquiring, “What did he 
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” (v.26). But the man won’t chase that rabbit. He 
has already told them what happened and they were not satisfied. How will telling them 
again change anything? Tongue in cheek, he asks why they want to hear the story again: 
“Do you also want to be his disciples?” (v.27).  
 The Pharisees bristle at being on the receiving end of pointed questions. John tells 
us they begin to “revile” him, a Greek word implying “serious insult” and “persecution 
and abuse.”3 They go into attack mode: “you are disciples of Moses. We know that God 
spoke through Moses, but as for this man, we do not even know where he comes from” 
(v.29 italics added). Again, they rely only on what they already know and not the evidence 
and witness right before their own eyes. Ironically, what we and John’s 1st century 
audience know is that Jesus comes from God, eclipsing Moses and all the prophets 
combined. But the Pharisees’ certitude keeps them from learning anything new.  
 The healed man continues to confront them. Using logic based on their shared faith, 
he reminds these experts that Jesus healed him and could never have done so if he were 
not from God (vv.30-33). Basic Jewish teaching held that God only listens to the faithful, 
not sinners;4 even a blind beggar knows that! “If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing!” he reminds them (v.33). 
 That’s all they really need to know, the man implies. If they were paying attention, 
if they were truly seeing what Jesus was doing right before their eyes, they would see who 
he truly is. The formerly blind beggar is schooling the scholars, revealing their blindness. 
 Not surprisingly, the authorities reject this man and his testimony (that they never 
really wanted to hear in the first place!). Unable to fault his logic, they attack him for 
being born blind (v.34), exposing their association of disability with sin, a belief Jesus has 
already rejected (v.3). Then, as if they can’t stand to even look at the formerly blind man, 
they drive him out of their presence (v.34). But the truth is the truth, whether we want to 
see it or not.  
 

Making Connections 
 

As evidenced by the radio show mentioned above, we humans have an amazing capacity 
to ignore what doesn’t fit our preconceived notions. We close our eyes to what we don’t 
want to see. When threatened, we humans tend to hunker down and retrench, getting stuck 
in a mire of our own creation.  
 The religious authorities do not want to see or hear the truth of the blind man’s 
healing because doing so will mean considering a whole new, earth-shattering possibility: 
that Jesus really is the One. And if Jesus is the One, then he comes under he authority of 
the Father, an authority that precedes and supercedes any earthly authority—including 
theirs. This is a truly life-changing possibility.  
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 But the established religious authorities don’t want to change (we’ve always done it 
this way!)! They like their elite status and unquestioned authority, thank you very much. 
Like many of us humans, they prefer our own artificial certainty (“we know this man is a 
sinner!”) than the uncertainty of change. They would rather screw their eyes tightly shut 
than let in the light of the world.  

  

 Tell the truth, the whole truth and  . . . If you’ve ever had someone not 
believe you no matter what you did or said, you have an idea of what the 
healed man was going through. He knew what he knew, but there was no way 
to convince the authorities of that. They use several tactics to throw him off 
track, but he sticks with what he knows. 

The healed man has no formal education. He can’t read. He has no 
power in that society. He’s spent most of his life as a beggar, living off the 
grudging generosity of others. He doesn’t even have the full support of his 
own parents! The Pharisees (wrongly) assume he will be easy to intimidate.  

But he’s not. That’s because he had one bedrock truth to stand on: 
“though I was blind now I see” (v.25).  No one can take that truth away from 
him or convince him it isn’t real. Jesus healed him. And that is the truth.  
 
When have I felt not believed? When have others doubted the truth I spoke? 
How have I stuck to the truth even when others didn’t want me to do so? 
 

 Seeing the Light. Just like flipping on a light switch transforms a 
room, truly seeing the light of Christ transforms us. Experiencing the love 
and power of Jesus in our lives changes everything. Once we’ve seen the 
light, once we’ve experienced Jesus, darkness is exposed for what it is.  

As believers, we may miss the light sometimes—we may miss what God 
is trying to say to us or teach us. But our eyes have been trained to look for 
the light by years of discipleship. The more time we spend in communion 
with our Lord, the more we recognize the light . . . the more we are changed.  

 

When have I resisted seeing what God was trying to show me? What was 
that like? When do I find myself better able to see the light of Christ? What 
keeps me from seeing that light?  
 

Prayer and Reflection:  
Light of the World, shine into our darkness. Reveal the parts of me that are so certain I 
have all the answers, that I know all I need to know. Transform that certitude and rigidity 
into openness to all You are doing with me, in me, and around me. Open my eyes to your 
light. Amen.  
 
 

 


