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(9) 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was 
a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” (NRSV) 
 

1 2 3 
 
 

Opening the Word 
From the first words, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God,” John’s gospel compels us to keep the big picture in mind as we 
study the life of Jesus. John describes Jesus as the “light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it” (1:4-5). The theme of Jesus as the light 
of the world echoes throughout this gospel.  

But not everyone wants to see this light: “He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him” (1:10-11, NIV).  People respond to the light 
of God revealed in Jesus in different ways, from wonder to puzzlement to outright 
hostility. The religious authorities are especially suspicious of the light revealed in Jesus 
and work to actively discount and undermine him.  
                                                 
1 http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/what-does-it-mean-to-have-a-hardened-heart/; 
2 2 <a href="http://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/business">Business image created by Asierromero - Freepik.com</a> 
3 3 http://www.prevention.com/health/health-concerns/quick-massage-neck-pain-relief 
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 At the start of John 9, Jesus heals a man who has been blind from birth, a miracle or 
sign, as John calls them, that changes the man’s life forever. But the man’s sudden healing 
raises the suspicions of his neighbors. His simple explanation of his healing only 
heightens their suspicion. So they take him before the religious authorities for further 
examination. Sometimes the light shining in the darkness reveals more about us than we 
care to see. Sometimes it reveals our hard hearts and stiff necks that keep us from seeing 
God at work. 
 

Studying God’s Word 
Last week, we saw how Jesus redirected the disciples’ question linking the man’s 

blindness to some hidden sin. Instead of objectifying the man as a sinner, Jesus sees him 
as a child of God desperately in need of the light of the world. In man’s healing, the light 
of the world will be revealed in a powerful way.  

With no introduction, Jesus makes mud from spit and dirt, anoints the man’s eyes, 
and tells him to wash in the pool of Siloam. That’s all it takes for Jesus to re-create this 
man’s eyes so that he “came back able to see” (v.7). One brief encounter with Jesus and 
the blind beggar is transformed. The light shines in the darkness.  

But the neighbors who knew the man as the blind beggar are full of questions. 
Suspicious, they wonder if it is really the same man. They question the nature of his 
healing. But no one listens closely to him. No one celebrates his healing. Their suspicions 
blind them from seeing the light as the man has seen the light.   
 So they take him before the Pharisees, the religious authorities John also refers to as 
“the Jews.” The neighbors want an expert opinion on this healing. The Pharisees were 
THE experts on religious law, having given their lives to studying the law of Moses (the 
Torah). Their job was to protect and defend the faith of their fathers. Yet for all their focus 
on the faith, these devoted religious men had “never done anything” to help the blind man 
all these years.4  
 The second verse of our passage reveals the primary issue with the man’s healing. 
Jesus has broken not one but two of the 39 Sabbath rules contained in the Mishnah, a 
collection of oral law that guided the people of God. These 39 rules clarified what counted 
as “work” and would violate the fourth commandment to keep the Sabbath holy (Ex. 20:8-
10). In mixing dirt and spit to make mud, Jesus broke the rule about “kneading.” And he 
healed the blind man when it was not a life-saving emergency. Two strikes.    
 Violating Sabbath law was seen as threatening to the heart of the faith. Anything 
that threatened the heart of the faith was a matter for the Pharisees to judge. So the light 
revealed in the wondrous healing of the blind man becomes clouded in a mass of rules and 
regulations.  

The authorities begin their interrogation by asking the man “how he received his 
sight.”  As the only witness to his own healing, the man explains, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed and now I see” (v 15). It’s that simple and that profound.  

The authorities are divided. Some stick with the rules, others focus on the sign: 

                                                 
4 William E. Hull. Commentary. The Broadman Bible Commentary. Vol. 9. Luke-John. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1970. 299. 
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“‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How 
can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’” (v 16). Their division reflects John’s 
earlier declaration, “though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 
him” (1:10). Not even the experts know what to do with Jesus! 

They ask another question:  “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened,” (v 17). The man testifies, “He is a prophet.” Earlier, when the neighbors asked 
who healed him, the man answered, “the man called Jesus” (v 11). Now the man describes 
him as “a prophet,” in line with the Old Testament prophets through whom God spoke to 
the people. This answer, we will see next week, alarms the authorities because if this Jesus 
is a prophet, he may well be more powerful than they are. And if more people see him this 
way, the Pharisees’ own power and authority could be disrupted.  

At the same time, the healed man’s answer shows how much his own understanding 
of Jesus is growing.  His spiritual eyes are gradually opening to the light of the world. 
Miraculously seeing the faces of his neighbors and the Pharisees, the healed man is 
beginning to trust the power of the sign: the very “revelation of the works of God in 
Jesus.”5  
 

Making Connections 
The healed man has been judged by the disciples for his blindness (v.2) and then 

questioned by his neighbors (vv.8-12) and the authorities (vv.16-17) for his new-found 
sight. Ignored and judged as a blind beggar, he is now suspected and doubted as a 
walking, talking, seeing miracle.  

His neighbors take him to the Pharisees because they don’t know what to make of 
his healing. But the fact that they view themselves as his judges, questioning and 
suspecting rather than celebrating, says so much. The fact that they then take him to the 
“principal’s office” of the Pharisees says even more. They are treating him as if he has 
done something wrong, as if he is a problem to be dealt with rather than their wondrously 
healed brother in the faith. 

Is it any wonder that the neighbors take that approach--because the religious 
authorities, the very scholars who are tasked with knowing the details of the faith inside 
out, can’t see the wonder of the miracle for the questions about it either. They are the God-
squad, the faith experts, who uphold and protect the revelation of God through the law. 
But they are blind to the revelation of God in this healing and in the Healer. Their long 
tradition, their identity as experts, and their love of the law as they interpret it, makes it 
hard for them to see the light shining in the darkness.  
  

  Stiff necks are part of our story. In the wilderness, at Mt. Sinai, while God 
is giving the Ten Commandments to Moses, the waiting Hebrews create a 
golden calf to worship. The people became anxious as they waited on Moses 
and decided to take matters into their own hands, creating an idol to thank for 
their freedom from Pharaoh. God’s anger burns hot: “I have seen these 

                                                 
5 Ibid.  
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people how stiff-necked they are” (Ex. 32:9). Moses pleads for the people, 
reminding God of the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the crisis 
is averted. But this is certainly not the first or the last time our God has had to 
deal with our stiff necks.  

How does stiff-necked stubbornness show up in my life? When am I 
more stiff-necked than willing to bow my head in prayer and 
surrender? 
 

 When do I miss the wonder of God in the world and in my own life? Most 
of the time, we aren’t deliberately being hard-hearted or stiff-necked. The 
Pharisees weren’t trying to be the bad guys. Somewhere along the way, their 
vision of honoring God’s law got clouded with the minutiae of the laws and 
rules themselves. Some of them still had a glimpse of that vision when they 
ask, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” (v.16).  

Sometimes, we get distracted and lose our way, too. Our vision for the 
big picture--Love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and love 
our neighbor as ourselves—gets clouded by the minutiae of our own lives. 
Stress, schedules, struggles, and sin crowd our line of sight, hardening our 
hearts and stiffening our necks. It’s hard to look around in wonder at all God 
is doing when our necks are too stiff to turn.   

Where is the minutiae of life keeping me from seeing God’s wonder at 
work? How can I ask God help me get refocused on what it important? 

 

Prayer and Reflection: Soften our hearts, we pray, O God, as we bend our necks in 
prayer. Open our eyes to the wonder of your at work all around us, shining light into the 
darkness. Amen.  
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6,7 https://www.pinterest.com/explore/spiritism/; http://quotesgram.com/john-jay-founding-father-quotes/ 


