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9:1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
(NRSV)  
 

Opening the Word 
The Gospel of John begins with a cosmic, wide-angle view of who Jesus is: “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” For those 
of us who love the movies, just imagine an opening scene with a full screen shot of the 
Milky Way. Slowly, as we read John’s first chapter, the shot draws in closer and closer to 
Earth, then to the Middle East, and then to tiny little Israel. John invites us to keep this 
kind of cosmic, big picture image in mind as we study the Word as found in his gospel. 
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1 Photos from: http://www.dailygood.org/story/256/20-amazing-pictures-from-outer-space-james-adams/;  http://www.bible-

history.com/geography/israel_the_center_of_the_world.html 
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Throughout this book, John keeps challenging us to think big, deep, and wide as we 
ponder all Jesus taught and did in his time on earth with us. Early on, John warns us that 
not everyone who encounters Jesus will see him for who he truly is: “He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him” (1:10-11, NIV).   
 John’s gospel is full of people who struggle to comprehend what Jesus is doing and 
who he is. A group of people will see Jesus perform a sign (John’s word for 
miracles/healings) or hear him teach and be divided on what they have just seen or heard. 
Some folks are downright hostile—especially the religious establishment, whom John 
refers to as “the Jews.” 
 In John 9, Jesus heals a man who has been blind from birth, an amazing miracle and 
wondrous sign. But the reactions of others to this sign reveal that physical blindness and 
spiritual blindness exist. Some who have perfectly healthy eyesight cannot see the Truth 
that is right before their eyes.    
 
Studying God’s Word 

After almost getting stoned to death for teaching, among other things, “Before 
Abraham was, I am” (see the end of ch. 8), Jesus encounters a man blind from birth (9:1). 
In ancient Israel, deep suspicion accompanied illness, birth defects, and disabilities, which 
were often mistakenly interpreted as punishment for sin. With little or no societal or 
religious support for people with disabilities (or their families), begging was the only 
source of income for many people with physical infirmities. Without his sight, this man 
would have few ways to make a living or participate fully in society. There was no safety 
net in ancient Jerusalem beyond family. 

When the disciples see the man, they begin analyzing the causal connection 
between this man and sin: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” (v.2). Jesus immediately redirects away from this faulty logic, answering, “Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him.” (v.3). Jesus rejects the objectification of the man as a sinner (or son of sinners) 
punished by being struck blind in the womb. With much clearer vision, Jesus sees instead 
a child of God in need of the “light of the world” (8:12). By helping this man see the light, 
physically and spiritually, that light will also be revealed to all who see the miracle before 
them.  

The time to do this kind of work is right now, Jesus declares, saying, “We must 
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 
work. As long as I am in the world I am the light of the world” (vv. 4-5). Every “work” 
Jesus—and by saying “we,” he also includes the disciples--does reveals the One who sent 
him. There is work to be done, light to be revealed, before the darkness of Jesus’ hour of 
suffering comes.2  

 
                                                 
2 Gail O’Day. Reflections. The Gospel of John. New Interpreters Bible Commentary. Vol. 9. Luke-John. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1996. 664. 
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So without a word to the blind man, Jesus spits on the ground, makes mud out of 
the spit and dirt, and spreads the mud on the man’s eyes. Just as God created humanity out 
of dirt in Genesis, now God the Son re-creates this man’s eyes with dirt (and spit!). Only 
then does Jesus speak to the man, instructing him to “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(v.7), a spring-fed pool that also provided water for rituals in worship.  

The man obeys “and came back able to see,” John calmly tells us (v.7). One brief 
encounter with Jesus and suddenly the man’s whole life changes: after a lifetime of 
blindness, and all the marginalization such a disability would entail in that culture, this 
man can see. It is a miracle! 

But his neighbors and those who knew him as a beggar aren’t sure what’s going on. 
Some don’t know if it’s the right person, wondering “Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?” (v.8). Some folks think it is him, but others say “No, but it is someone like 
him.” Notably, they seem to be talking about the man among themselves, rather than 
talking directly to him, judging from a distance.  

Interestingly, now that the man is not a blind beggar, people who saw him daily 
don’t recognize him. He can see now, but those who’ve been able to see their whole lives 
suddenly can’t seem to see him. The poor guy keeps saying “I am the man” over and over, 
trying to get them to see that it really is him. But no one is much listening to him.  

In fact, some of his neighbors question him with “Then how were your eyes 
opened?”  Instead of celebrating his healing, they seem to be suspicious of it. They want 
the details, facts, and explanations before they will decide if this is all on the up and up—
as if they are judges and he a defendant.  

The man gives witness to his own healing with just the facts: “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 
and washed and received my sight.” In two short sentences he described the miracle that 
has completely changed his life. In two short sentences, he tells how he went from 
darkness to light.  

Once again, his neighbors question him, asking “Where is he?” They’ve been 
questioning the healed; now they want to question the healer. But the man does not know 
where his healer is. All he can tell them is the miracle right before their very own eyes: he 
was blind and now he sees.  
  
Making Connections 

When the disciples saw the blind man, they saw someone to judge: “Who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” The man’s neighbors appear to have 
barely seen him at all, or at least not really paid attention to him. When he’s no longer 
blind and begging, they can’t even recognize him, as if all they ever noticed about him 
was his disability, his otherness. In fact, his healing is such a challenge to the way they 
have viewed him that they aren’t just surprised, but suspicious. The passage shows us no 
celebration, no joy, no wonder at the miracle right before their eyes. 
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 “Human, human, what do you see?” A popular children’s picture book by 
Eric Carle asks the question, “Brown bear, brown bear, what do you see?” 
The question repeats for all the different animals in the book, from the “green 
frog” to the “red bird” to the “yellow duck.” Each animal sees the next 
animal looking at it, until the final one sees all the children looking at it.  

In our scripture passage, all the people named see the blind man, but 
each of them sees him from a different point of view. The viewers’ varying 
points of view affect what they actually see when they look at the blind man. 
Describe what each speaker in the scene sees when he/she/they see the blind 
man. How do you identify in your own life with the difference between seeing 
and truly paying attention to someone you see? 

 
 When am I most vulnerable to “spiritual” blindness? As kids, my friends 

and I would sometimes ponder whether we would rather be blind or be 
deaf—which did we think we could adjust to better? We dedicated many a 
philosophical playground discussion to pondering human abilities and 
disabilities. But beyond a grandparent or great-grandparent, none of us 
seemed to know anyone who dealt with serious vision or hearing impairment.  

What we also didn’t know is that there are far worse things than 
dealing with physical impairment. Today, with better understanding of 
disabilities, medical advances, and adaptive resources, many people living 
with disabilities function and flourish in our shared world.  But spiritual 
blindness is harder to treat, primarily because we tend to be so unaware of 
how deeply and how often we suffer from it.  
 In your own life, what tends to distract you from truly seeing the people 
who are around you, from family, to coworkers, to friends, to the people you 
pass everyday? How might God be calling you to move away from self-
absorbed seeing and towards seeing people more the way God sees them?  

 
Prayer and Reflection 

As you pray for eyes to truly see, you may choose to borrow from other believers 
who have voiced this longing for us as followers of Jesus:  

 
 From, Clara H. Scott, the first verse of the familiar hymn, “Open My Eyes”: 

 

Open my eyes, that I may see,  
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready my God, Thy will to see, 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 
Spirit divine! Amen.  
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 Or from Brandon Heath’s “Give Me Your Eyes”  
 
Give me your eyes for just one second 
Give me your eyes so I can see, 
Everything that I keep missing, 
Give your love for humanity. 
Give me your arms for the broken-hearted 
The ones that are far beyond my reach. 
Give me Your heart for the ones forgotten. 
Give me Your eyes so I can see. Amen.  
 


