SERMON

“The Time Is Fulfilled.”

Rev. Eric Porterfield

Mark 1: 9-15

1135 Fifth Ave.
Huntington, WV 25701
Change Service Requested

I passed out at the doctor’s office while standing in line to check out after my annual physical
exam. Although I’m much better about it now, back then I was a nervous wreck whenever I
gave a blood sample. I didn’t give myself enough time to calm down after giving the sample,
and it caught up with me while in line.
What was so profound about the experience was the way one of the nurses cared for me
after I fell. She didn’t know me, and she was instinctively doing what she was trained to do.
She did her work with professionalism. And, to her I was not just a patient, I was a person.
That night, driving home from work, I pondered the care I received and cried tears of
gratitude.
Most of us haven’t seen the faces of the people taking care of us right now, amid this
storm. We don’t know the names of the those clearing away trees, climbing up poles, and
straightening out wires so that we can have power. We don’t see the faces of those driving the
trucks that are clearing our roads. We don’t see the people managing all these efforts behind
the scenes.
Hopefully, we won’t have need to see the faces of those working so hard at the hospitals,
and in law enforcement, and operating the ambulances, but we know they’re hard at work.
The fact that we don’t see their faces and hear their voices might make for less of an
emotional experience like the one I had at the doctor’s office. We may not cry tears of gratitude
as I did then. But it’s one of those times when prayers of thanksgiving are to be offered to God
for those who care for us. And prayers for their protection and safety and strength and
endurance.
We will, by God’s grace, get through these ice storms, through the pandemic storm, and
through all other storms that come our way. We will be stronger as a church, better equipped
to pray and live the prayer, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
And I suspect that the experience will make us even more appreciative for all those who work
hard to keep our community safe and flourishing.
Grace and Peace,
Eric Porterfield

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church

We help each other become more like Jesus. We love one another unconditionally.
We worship God wholeheartedly. We help people meet Jesus. We love our hurting world.

Life at FAB on Sunday, February 21 (weather permitting!)
We’re still in the middle of one of the strangest weather events we’ve seen in a long time. Last week’s ice storm, this
week’s ice storm, and snow predicted for Wednesday and Thursday. Many remain without power. We continue to pray for
those working to restore power and clear the roads, and for those in health care and law enforcement and emergency services.
We pray especially for senior adults who are alone, for the homeless, and all for whom enduring the storm is especially difficult.
Long before the storms were on the horizon, we had planned a busy day for this Sunday, February 21. Weather permitting, we still hope to follow this schedule. If plans change, we will alert you by e-mail and on our Facebook page.
9:30

Fellowship Hall, Bible Study on the Book of Mark. All are welcome, regardless of which Sunday School class you
regularly attend. Participants will wear masks and be spaced safely throughout the room.

9:30

Friendship Class will meet in their regular classroom.
Note: Our recorded Sunday School videos and ZOOM Sunday School class meetings will continue in parallel with the
new offering in the FH. Each class will decide when they would like to begin meeting back in person, masked and
socially distanced. Please contact Alicia when your class would like to begin that process
(aliciap@fifthavenuebaptist.org).

10:45 Worship in the Sanctuary and Online, First Sunday of Lent
4:00

Small group discussion of the “Growing Young” book, Fellowship Hall and online. If interested in attending, please let
Eric know (ericp@fifthavenuebaptist.org).

*Please enter the building for SS via the Fellowship Hall doors or Upper 12th Street doors.

Will you be attending Sunday morning
Bible study on February 21st at 9:30
and bringing your children? If so,
please contact Rachael Gibson so we
can make sure we have enough
volunteers available for childcare/
Sunday morning lessons! You can email
at rachlgibson@hotmail.com or leave a
message with the church office.

Ministry Action
Budget
Due to inclement
weather,
information pertaining
to this week’s MAB
will be included in next
week’s columns.

New FAB Family Baby!!!
Jack and Phyllis Mease Are delighted to
announce that Sarah (Mease) and
Brandon Smith, now of
Charleston, SC, welcomed their son,
Beckham Gray Smith, to the world at
12:12 pm February 15th!
Mother and baby are very well.
We are all overjoyed!!

Sunday Morning Bible Studies
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CALENDAR | Feb. 22-Feb. 29
Sunday, February 22
10:45 Online Worship
http://fifthavenuebaptist.org
Monday, February 23
5:30
REFIT
Tuesday, February 24
7:30
AA Small Group Meeting (FH)
Wednesday, February 25
6:00
Online Bible Study
6:00
Youth Bible Study (FAB Lab)
8:00
AA Meeting (FH)
Thursday, February 26
6:00
Nominating Committee (FH)
7:30
AA Small Group Meeting

Cridlin: FAB gives monthly to help Cridlin supply the food
needs of our community. Due to high numbers in our area,
Cridlin remains closed to the public for now and cannot accept clothing.
ReBuild: We are collecting paper goods to help our friends at
ReBuild love their neighborhood: paper plates, paper towels,
napkins, and toilet paper. Just buzz in and drop off in the
Missions box just inside the Lower 12th Street door between
9a-2p M-F or on Sunday morning.
Recovery Point: Throughout February we are collecting regular sized body wash, shampoo, and deodorant. Please drop
off in the Missions box just inside the Lower 12th Street door
between 9a-2p M-F or on Sunday morning.
Central City Elementary: Our February Friday Morning
Treats date for CCES staff is Feb. 26th. Please let Alicia
know if you can make/supply goodies or deliver to CCES.
Thank you for loving your neighbor.

Jackie Ballard
Russell Blackburn
Rene Calero
Garner Callaway
Jo Collinsworth
Felix Daniels
Carolyn Dickens
Emma Dix
Becka Drum
Judy Finley, mother of
Richard Finley
Becky Godbey
Martha Hagan
Dee Harbour
Keith Harrison
Patricia Jewell, sister of
Marsha Harvey
Janet Johnson, friend of
Barbara Withers
Ann Justice’s sister

Feb 23
Feb 24
Feb 25
Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 28

Neal & Ruth Ann Koch
Barbara Korstanje
Mary Lou Lakin
Martin Linville, nephew of
Tom and Peggy Wilmink
Sandra Cline Ramsey, daughter of
Ruth & Phil Cline
Allen Reasons
Jean Ann Rogers
Phyllis Romine
Bud & Becky Ross
Tara Settle, sister of Lisa Elliott
Rickie Sizemore
Roger Smith
Freda Sommerville
Harold Sturm, brother of Bill Sturm
Deanna Tarter
Judy Tarter
Nancy Tomblin
Bobby Warf, father of Tommy Warf

Angela Wilmink, Caleb Wise, Tucker Jennings
Melinda Sheils
Adrienne Booton, Owen Kays, Lydia Owens
Pam Robinson, Isaac Ratcliff
Hannah Adkins
Garner Callaway, Shannon Gibson, Trey Mandt

