
Minutes of Meeting of Church Council of Fifth Avenue Baptist Church 
Held of October 7, 2015 at 7:15 pm 

 
Members of Church Council present:  David Campbell, Bill Sheils, Kay Hensley, Len 
Rogers, Kelli Crabtree, Phil Cline, Susan Dillard, Jennifer Bradbury, Bill McIlvain, 
Rachael Gibson, Dale Allman, David Bunch, Gus Drum, Gwen Craddock, Don Tarter, 
Beth Wilmink, Jess Miller, Gerry Smith and Adam Yeager. 
 
The following members of the ministerial staff participated as non-voting members of 
Council:    Rev. Hubert Harvey, Rev. Jana Stoner and Ann Niday. 
 
David Campbell, Church Moderator, determined that a quorum of members of Church 
Council was present and called the meeting to order.  The Agenda was accepted as 
presented and Rev. Hubert Harvey opened with prayer. 
 
The minutes of the September 9, 2015 Council meeting were presented for approval.  
Upon motion and second, the minutes were approved as submitted.  It was noted that 
there had not been any Executive Committee meetings since the last regular Council 
meeting, so there was no report from the Executive Committee to present to Council.  
 
There was no unfinished business and the meeting proceeded to a presentation by Dr. 
Don Tarter concerning the MAB budget.   
 
Don Tarter reported that commission chairs had reviewed budgets for 2015 and plans 
for 2016 to develop budget proposals for the 2016 Ministry Action Budget.  Mr. Tarter 
provided an overview of the MAB booklet which reflected an overall increase of $65,918 
from 2015 to a total of $1,568,312.  This represents an overall 4.4% increase for 2016 
over the approved budget for 2015. 
 
Mr. Tarter noted that as of September 27, MAB giving was $54,366 behind last year and 
the giving was running $6,526 per week behind budget.  He noted that FAB has 
traditionally (over the past 15 years) spent less than 100% of the budget.  He provided a 
worksheet with a number of the calculations to support the means of determining the 
2016 MAB needs and probable giving.  He reported that the MAB Steering Committee 
recommended the proposed budget of $1,568,312 to Church Council for adoption. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Phil Cline and second by Len Rogers, there was considerable 
discussion of the MAB proposal.  Mr. Cline asked a number of questions and noted that 
the traditional approach to giving and pledging of the budget may need to be revised 
and revisited in light of current trends, the shortfall in the current budget and the interim 
period of transition.  He also noted that a significant portion of giving is to designated 
gifts and funds that falls outside of the regular MAB giving.  Jana Stoner, Kelli Crabtree, 
Susan Dillard and Kay Hensley offered observations and suggestions on ways to 
encourage support of MAB as part of the overall discipleship ministry of the church.  At 
the conclusion of the discussion, members of Council voted to approve the MAB 
proposal as presented and recommend its adoption by the congregation. 



 
The next item of business was an update on a service of recognition and appreciation 
for Dr. Reasons to celebrate his designation as “Pastor Emeritus” of FAB.  This service 
will be held on October 11 during morning worship.  A service recognizing Founders 
Day and Minister Appreciation will be held on October 18, with a Reformation Sunday 
service on October 25 and Youth Sunday will be November 1.  It was noted that the 
vote by the congregation on the MAB budget will occur at the end of the service on 
Sunday, November 1.   The next meeting of Council is scheduled for November 4th. 
 
There being no other business to be conducted, there was a motion to adjourn.  The 
meeting was closed with prayer. 
 
 
 


