Joyous Ikuu Group, Kenya
Partnered with First Rowlett UMC and FUMC Perryton, July 2017 – July 2020
On the following page is the list of names recorded by our ZOE program facilitator/social worker during group
formation. The names in bold are heads of household, followed by their siblings and dependents. Although ZOE
records full names, only the first or the baptized name is used in publications in order to preserve the privacy of
children in the program.
Ages of the children impacted by ZOE’s empowerment program range between infant and college age; however,
the youth who is the head of household must be old enough to manage a small business and so is usually between
the ages of 14 and 21. Some of the children live with an elderly grandparent or caregiver who is disabled or
otherwise unable to care for the children. It is often the case that such arrangements include shelter only and the
caregiver is unable to provide food, education, health care or other support which children need. Child rights is
especially important in such situations so that the children are not abused.
Please note, children joining the ZOE program are living in extreme poverty situations. Often they have no
parents or birth documentation and have suffered multiple traumas in their young lives. Occasionally the children
give conflicting information on their names and ages. Additional orphans are frequently adopted by the group,
and a small percentage of children may leave the group due to family reunification or other reasons. ZOE strives
to keep the list as up-to-date as possible.
The children are encouraged and strengthened by the knowledge that their partner is not only supporting them
with resources, but also with prayer and in the belief that they are capable of great things. Thank you for
making this journey of transformation with them.

Dream chart development meeting of the Joyous Ikuu Group.

Joyous Ikuu Group
27 households and a total of 108 children

Caroline (f) 20
Risper (f) 16
Eric (m) 14
Evans (m) 4
Bessy (f) 19
Dennis (m) 16
Erosy (f) 14
Queenjoy (f) 3
Melvin (m) infant
Joel (m) 18
Godffrey (m) 18
Linet (f) 5

Anita (f) 16
Sarah (f) 16
Jackson (m) 18
Peris (f) 9
Elicas (m) 11
Kephas (m) 6
Pamela (f) 19
Pricilla (f) 14
Brenda (f) 11
Evans (m) 9
Tyson (m) 7
Pitkson (m) 7

Ann (f) 19
Raphael (m) 13
Vincent (m) 6

Rhoda (f) 19
Karen (f) 10
Yvonne (f) 14
Linet (f) 14

Judy (f) 20
Esther (f) 13
Johnston (m) 17
Peace (f) 3

Christine (f) 19
Tonny (m) 10
Phineas (m) 11
Dicken (m) 14

Ann (f) 18
Deric (m) 11
Inovator (m) 14

Peris (f) 15
Mark (m) 11
Stanley (m) 4

Purity (f) 18
Kelvin (m) 11
Edwin (m) 4
Dinah (f) 8
Peter (m) 17

Eunice (f) 20
Philomena (f) 16
Brandford (m) 5
Saida (f) 3
Paul (m) 1

Evaline (f) 20
Bonface (m) 17
Douglas (m) 11
Royfriend (m) 4

Martha (f) 18
Samuel (m) 14
Chris Allan (m) 10

Agness (f) 20
John (m) 10
Elias (m) 7
Ritah (f) 4
Doris (f) 19
Lennah (f) 20
Phinias (m) 18
Emmanuel (m) 16
Jefither (f) 13
Emily (f) 11
Edith (f) 19
Justa (f) 17
Lucy (f) 17

Veronica (f) 18
John (m) 15
Brenda (f) 12
Chris (m) 9
Ayub (m) 20
Hadijah (f) 14
Cool (f) 18
Justa (f) 21
Erosy (f) 18
Risper (f) 14
Wisemill (f) 7
Emmaculate (f) 4
Frankline (m) 12
Bornpas (m) 4

Dolphina (f) 18
Deric (m) 21
Rammy (m) 17
Jesse (m) 13
Mercy (f) 17
Pricilla (f) 13
Idah (f) 12
Immanuel (m) 7
Douglas (m) 4
Sharon (f) 20
Linet (f) 17
Balon (m) 15
Mark (m) 3
Amos (m) 19
Bonface (m) 11
Nicholas (m) 7

Pierra (f) 15
Rotich (f) 10
Witney (f) 3

Focus on: Faith
Often the isolation that the children feel prior to joining ZOE extends to their thoughts about God. Because they
are abused and discriminated against by their community - and often this includes Christians in their village - they
believe God has also abandoned or even cursed them. At other times they believe that maybe God does not exist,
or if God does exist that they are somehow beyond God’s love. In the very first meeting the staff often address
the Lord’s prayer with the children, and talk about what it means, as an orphan, to call God “Father.” They learn
that they are not truly orphans because they have their heavenly Father who loves them.
ZOE shares the gospel with these children, but this sharing goes beyond words to deeds. The children both hear
and see the very best of the Christian message, and often respond to this in inspirational ways. At each meeting
they begin with Scripture readings, prayer, and devotions given by a group member, but while this is available to
the children they are never coerced into the Christian faith. ZOE’s program is religiously non-restrictive, but offers
a compelling view of the love Christians show to others.
One of the most powerful parts of the empowerment program is the way these children put their faith into action
in their own community. They forgive those who have harmed them; feed others who are even poorer than
themselves; adopt other children and share their resources and knowledge with them; pray and care for one
another; and pay fair wages when they hire others. These children return good for evil and can be examples to all
of what it means to live our faith.
Focus on: First Connections
Isolated from both a peer group and the greater community, the children entering the empowerment program
usually lack moral support, access to community resources, and a network of people to help them progress and
face challenges. ZOE creates connections.
Peer group. Even though there may be hundreds of orphans and vulnerable children living in a community or
village, they often self-segregate because of the conditions of their poverty, disease, and/or the stigma of
HIV/AIDS. When each new member tells their story during the first group meeting, they are greatly encouraged
to find that there are others who share their same struggles. Then ZOE introduces the children to young people
who already graduated from or have made significant progress through ZOE’s empowerment program and the
new ZOE participants are inspired and energized to begin the work of transformation.
Program facilitator and mentor. Each group is assigned a program facilitator. These ZOE staff members usually
speak the mother tongue of the region, hold a diploma in social work or related fields and have experience
working with children. Additionally, the working group members select a person from the local community to
serve as a mentor and advocate for the children within the community. Mentors receive training from ZOE and
then attend weekly meetings, make home visits, and help ZOE resolve challenges the group may face in the
community.
And a powerful connection is you! All ZOE groups know the opportunities they receive are from God, through the
love and concern coming from their partners far away. They are amazed that you would care for them without
ever having met them. This powerful connection is further strengthened when a partner visits the children to
witness what they have achieved. In many ways you stand in place of their parents, and to hear that you are
proud of what they have accomplished is transformative for these children. Thank you for being a part of building
God’s Kingdom in this way.

