
 

 

 

 
A Message from our Senior Pastor 

 

Dear First Rowlett Family- 
 
The past few days have been emotional as I have watched the turmoil in our country that 
has resulted from the senseless killing of George Floyd. I have been saddened by the pain 
and brokenness that this event has brought to the surface. We like to think of racism as 
something that is a part of the past, but these events shine a light on the importance of 
recognizing the ways this continues today. 
  
A few weeks ago, I reviewed our baptismal vows with our confirmation class, and we 
talked about what it means to “accept the freedom and power God gives [us] to resist 
evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.” We talked 
about the fact that this has two dimensions. As we apply this to our current crisis, we 
know that as Christians we denounce the evil, injustice, and oppression that is present in 
the disease of racism. But there is another equally important part of this vow, where we 
“accept the freedom and power [that] God gives [us].” This means we are to take an 
active part. It isn’t enough to profess a belief in Biblical principles that are counter to the 
discrimination and prejudice that exist. But for me as a white Christian, I also must 
wrestle with what it means to use this freedom and power to make a change. I must 
listen and try to more fully understand the problem and the far-reaching impacts. I must 
do the difficult work to understand the ways that I am a part of the system. And I must 
pray for guidance on where I am called to use my voice. There are no easy and quick 
answers. 
  
Yet there are seeds of hope. Statements by our local police departments and community 
leaders express a commitment to listening and being a part of the change that needs to 
happen. Pastors from across our community have come together in prayer. Members of 
our congregation have shared the ways God is leading them to be a part of a new 
conversation. I am grateful for the reminders that God is at work in our midst. 
  
Because our worship service for this past Sunday was pre-recorded, I am disappointed 
that we did not address this topic during that service. Since that time the situation has 
only escalated. I look forward to the opportunity to join together in worship this week 
through prayer, music, scripture, and message as we listen for God’s guidance. Until that 
time, I ask you to join me in my constant prayer, that we might set aside the things we 
think we know and make a space to embrace the Truth that God seeks to reveal. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pam 

 

   
 


