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Day Eleven
Monday, March 6

For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life?

This question was asked 2,000 years ago and it is 
just as relevant today as it was then. At that time, 
the focus was most likely on status and riches. 

These are definitely the most obvious and common, and I would imagine that they have been around 
as long as the human race. We are constantly comparing ourselves to others. How many biblical 
stories center around jealousy and envy? Too many! This verse reminds me that living our lives to 
accumulate wealth and prestige, or even just trying to outdo the Joneses, pulls me away from God.

With all the advances in the world, this struggle to value the stuff of Earth over heavenly treasures 
has increased and expanded even more. The number of distractions bombarding us today is mind-
boggling. It takes a lot of effort to ignore them. In the U.S., we are especially spoiled compared to 
many other countries in the world. Some people in other countries do not even have the option 
of gaining the “whole world.” I cannot help but realize how many of our “luxuries” just make this 
fight even more difficult for us as Christians. Instead, I know that I am called to a different set of 
expectations and behaviors. But it can be a struggle to rise above this human tendency.

What will you do today, during Lent, and beyond to ensure that you are not overcome with the desire 
to gain the whole world, and, as a result, lose your life with God? One thing I have taken up is reading 
the Lenten devotional. This helps ground me and reinforces my call as a Christian. And committing 
to joining the monthly Bible study breakfast with other men of the church gives me another chance to 
recenter and turn our focus toward God.

Prayer:
God, help us to focus on you. Help us to overcome the human desire for greatness and 
wealth. Be with us as we study and interpret what you have to say to us today, in this moment. 
May our hearts be open to the change that you bring. Amen.



Day Twelve
Tuesday, March 7

In preparing for this devotional, I opened my bible 
to the book of Isaiah. I have always enjoyed how 
the prophet foretold what would be later revealed as 
truth in the New Testament. I opened it to chapter 
49, titled “the Servant of the Lord.” God is calling out 
Israel, reminding them that they were the chosen 
ones and of who they were created to be – God’s 
servants in spreading his word. In verse 6, God additionally challenges them with “I will also make 
you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

Like the Israelites, God calls each of us to be our best and use the gifts we have been given for his 
service and glory. I try to be true to this call through leading worship and sharing the gifts God has 
given me through my music. Throughout childhood and even as a young adult, I did not understand 
why I was given the ability to create music in my head and for it to transfer to my fingers at the piano.  
But when I listened to God’s persistent nudging to serve him with my music, it began to make greater 
sense. When I used my God-given talent for his glory and service, the music literally flowed.  

What talent and gift has God given you for this challenge? We are all called to be our very best in 
God’s service, just like the people of Israel. Your gift may not be musical at all, but you certainly have 
gifts that can be used for building the kingdom “that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the 
earth.”  

During this Lenten season, it’s a great time to focus on how you can serve God in a new way. I am 
excited to see what God reveals to each of you and I look forward to serving with you this week.

By Don Shelley



Day Thirteen
Wednesday, , March 8

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my lambs.” 
John 21: 15-17

Jesus went on to ask Peter two more times if he loved him, but it is the first time that causes me to 
pause. I have read some different thoughts about this particular exchange. One explanation is that 
Jesus was referring to the other disciples, effectively saying “Peter, do you love me more than the 
other disciples love me?” A second explanation is that Jesus was referring to the things that made up 
Peter’s previous vocation of fishing: the boats and the nets. In this case Jesus was saying “ Peter, do 
you love me more than your old life?”

We don’t have the benefit of being present for this exchange, to watch the body language and see the 
non-verbal cues.  Did Jesus ask this question while glancing at the other disciples? Did he ask it while 
gazing out over the water, taking in the boats and nets?

I think it is okay that we don’t know. If you were sitting at breakfast with Jesus and he asked you, 
“_________, do you love me more than these?” What would be your “these?”

Would he be referring to your possessions, money, hobbies, your job? Or maybe your “these” is 
something deeper: your worry, your control, your fears, your excuses? 

It’s easy to put other things before our love for God. Lent offers us a specific time to practice putting 
God first as we prepare for Easter. The good news is that no matter how many times we set God to 
the side, he is always waiting for us!



Day Fourteen
Thursday, , March 9

“God isn’t unjust so that he forgets your efforts 
and the love you have shown for his name’s 
sake when you served and continue to serve 
God’s holy people.” Hebrews 6:10

We all go through different seasons in our life and 
our abilities change as we go through the life cycle.  
Something that we did long ago may not be possible because of physical inability. The desire to help 
people is in our heart but, sometimes it is hard or impossible to accomplish. 

I have a very dear friend that has always been one to visit people in the hospital, nursing homes, etc.  
She has made it her job in life to look after people in need. My friend has been stricken with health 
issues herself and cannot do what she has done her entire life. She contacted me the other day and 
told me that she does nothing anymore but make phone calls and take care of herself. She noted that 
she is thankful that she can do that, but truly misses being busy and useful.   

It is not that she doesn’t help people anymore, because she definitely DOES!  Her phone calls are 
always full of love and good cheer. She even sends me sweet motivational text messages that 
brightens my day. Those phone calls and text messages are her ministry and God has equipped her 
with the ability to do this consistently. She has a servant’s heart, and she continues to serve others as 
the Lord wants her to. 

If you make it a point to help others, God will take notice. Helping others is one of the best ways you 
can express your faith, even if it doesn’t always feel that way. 

By Hedy Sawyer



Day Fifteen
Friday, , March 10

One of my biggest struggles when it comes to my 
faith is always feeling the need to be in control. 
My own worries, overthinking, and desires often 
steer me away from God and into the mindset of 
frantically trying to “fix” everything myself. In those 
moments, I feel alone, overwhelmed, and hopeless 
and ask myself, “Where is God in all of this 
uncertainty?” 

It’s not always easy to remember that God is in control, but the story of Elizabeth and Zechariah puts 
it into perspective for me. They were given the promise of parenthood, something they desperately 
wanted, and they demonstrated hopeful, faithful, active waiting. Not depressed, anxious, passive 
waiting. They never let their confidence in God waver, even when what they wanted seemed 
impossible! 

This season of Lent, my biggest goal is to give all of my worries to God and trust in His plan for me. 
To truly KNOW that God has promised good things for me. Jeremiah 29:11 says “‘For I know the 
plans I have for you,’ declares the lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a 
hope and a future.’” 

When I start to question where God is in tough situations, I remind myself that He is right by my side! 
He is holding me close, protecting me, and paving the way for the plans he already has written for 
me. I pray that your heart is filled with peace and comfort knowing that God is ALWAYS in control. 

By Breelyn Zimmer



Day Sixteen
Saturday, March 11

“At once the Spirit sent him out into the 
wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty 
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the 
wild animals, and angels attended him.” 
Mark 1:12-13

Have you ever felt like you were “wandering” through life – aimlessly navigating uncharted territory 
with obstacles on your left and distractions on your right? Has the path behind you ever washed 
away while the path before year appears unpassable? The brevity of Mark’s description of Jesus’s 
temptation allows for room to imagine that Jesus could have felt just this way. 

Matthew and Luke both write that at the end of the 40 days and 40 nights of fasting in the wilderness, 
Jesus is hungry. Certainly, he was physically depleted, but he was probably emotionally and mentally 
exhausted and “hungry” for relief as well. At this very moment is when Satan chose to tempt him, 
not once, but three times. This seems to be Satan’s pattern. When we are down and out, he tempts 
us with promises of grandeur, riches, and an easy path. But Jesus set the great example for all of 
us when he sent the Devil away and focused steadfastly on the Word of God. He did not let worldly 
obstacles, distractions, or values veer him away from the purpose God had for his life.

We know this because Mark gives us Verse 14. “After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The time has come’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news.’”

Lent is a time for Christians to reflect upon this example and to deepen our faith so as to not rush 
forward onto paths unknown, but to “be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him.” (Psalm 37:7) 
Whether you observe this season with focused prayer, practicing acts of kindness, delving into 
God’s Word, abstaining from activities that can cause separation from God or his purpose, or making 
positive changes in your habits, let this be a time that prepares you to receive the miracle of Easter.

By Jackie Robertson


