
December 4, 2022 The Promise of 
Christmas – “Love: God So 
Loved the World”
Scripture:
I will recount the gracious deeds of 
the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of 
the Lord, because of all that the 
Lord has done for us, and the great 
favor to the house of Israel that he 
has shown them according to his 
mercy, according to the abundance 

of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely”; and 
he became their savior in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved 
them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of 
old. – Isaiah 63:7-9

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. – John 3:16-17

MONDAY 12.5.22 - Isaiah 63:7-9, “In love and mercy God redeemed them”
Isaiah 63 used the Hebrew word hesed to express God’s steadfast, covenant love, and the Hebrew 
ahav (also used in Song of Songs 8:6 of human love) to show God’s deeply-felt affection for God’s 
people. Human feelings come and go, so in human love the more central the emotional, feeling 
aspect, the more changeable it tends to be. But God’s love is strongly felt (ahav) yet also utterly 
dependable—it “endures forever” (cf. Psalm 136).
• This Isaiah passage looked back on Israel’s history—some parts of which could be summarized by 

Judges 21:25: “Each person did what they thought to be right.” Yet it looked different through God’s 
eyes of love: “God said, ‘Truly, they are my people, children who won’t do what is wrong.’” The 
prophet knew a God who is always willing to give God’s children the benefit of the doubt. What 
reasons do you have for being grateful God’s love looks beyond your failures?

• The first phrase of verse 9 also revealed the feeling side of God’s love: “During all their distress, 
God also was distressed.” Grief, disappointment or struggle all tend to make us feel isolated, cut off, 
as though we alone are going through this hard time. How can it comfort and encourage you to 
remember that when you are distressed, God is also distressed for you and with you?

Prayer: Lord God, sometimes I imagine you as good, yes, but in a cold, detached kind of way. Thank 
you for the prophet’s message that you feel love for me, and all of us, profoundly and caringly. Amen.

TUESDAY 12.6.22 - John 3:16-17, God’s saving love
This is perhaps the most well known text in the entire Bible. We do not often think of it, however, as a 
passage that talked about the meaning of Advent and Christmas. Yet that’s precisely what it did: it 
said that in Jesus, God expressed in a personal, redeeming way the depth of God’s love for the whole 
world. God’s love did not mean wishing the world well from afar. Instead, God’s love led him to 
become one of us in the person of Jesus.
• It never occurred to Canaanites, Greeks or Romans to write about how much their gods like Baal, 

Zeus or Mars loved them. They usually thought their “gods” demanded sacrifices as a kind of bribe 
to get the god to send rain or protect them from harm. But God gave himself, in Christ, as a 
sacrifice to save us, because God loves us. To which kind of God would you rather give your 
allegiance and service?



• John 3:16 was not the end of a passage. It went right on to the following verse: “God didn’t send his 
Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” Have you 
ever imagined God angrily “watching you like a hawk,” just waiting to catch you doing something 
wrong? How can verse 17 reshape any unloving mental images you might carry about how God 
looks at you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I’m often aware of an inner sense that I’ve blown it, that I deserve condemnation. 
But you came to save, not to condemn—thank you for your wonderful love. Amen.

WEDNESDAY 12.7.22 - John 15:9-13, Jesus: “Remain in my love”
Jesus spoke these yearning words to his disciples the night before he was crucified. He wanted them 
to understand that the cross was not an accident, a sad bungle that got him into trouble with the 
authorities. Giving himself on the cross expressed his deep love for them. Mark 14:26 said Jesus and 
the disciples ended their Passover supper by singing together. If they followed the usual practice, 
they sang Psalm 118, in which the first four verses, like Psalm 136, repeated that God’s love endures 
forever.
• Jesus said, in verse 11, that he’d told the disciples about God’s love for them “so that my joy will be 

in you and your joy will be complete.” (Imagine talking about joy on the night before your 
crucifixion!) Can you remember a time when human love (either from a lover or from a grandparent, 
parent, sibling, child or friend) filled you with joy? How might God’s even greater love function to 
make your joy “complete”?

• Jesus laid out what one writer called “a triad of love” for the disciples. The Father loves me, Jesus 
said. In the same way, I have loved you. Now, as I have loved you, love one another. We often fall 
short of this ideal—but this kind of love is also willing to do the hard work of binding up wounds and 
pursuing reconciliation. How does it bring you comfort and strength to know Jesus’ love for you is 
rooted in God’s eternal love? How can we live out this kind of committed, steady love toward one 
another?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we sing a song that exclaims, in tones of wonder, “Oh, how he loves me so.” And 
it’s not just a song—you really do love me, with a love capable of rocking my world. What a wonder 
that is! Amen.

THURSDAY 12.8.22 - 1 John 4:7-16, God’s Advent love: “God sent his only Son into the world”
In this passage John repeated that “God IS love.” All of us love someone or something at times (some 
of us more than others!). But John’s thought reached beyond that to say that the very essence of 
God’s being is love. “And how do you know that?” someone might have asked John. Advent pointed 
to the answer. We know God is love, John said, BECAUSE God sent his only Son into the world on a 
saving mission.
• Two big themes intertwine in this passage. The first, indispensable one is God’s love for us. Our 

spiritual journey, John said, never starts with our curiosity, philosophical thought or spiritual 
instincts. “It is not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son.” In what ways, if any, 
can you sense that God was seeking you in love before you ever started seeking and responding to 
God?

• John’s second theme was that we have the privilege of reflecting and sharing God’s love with one 
another. “No one has ever seen God,” he wrote. “If we love each other, God remains in us.” In what 
ways have other people been “God with skin on” in your life? Is there someone you know who God 
might be hoping to touch through your loving listening and caring?

Prayer: O God, this Advent season is full of tinsel, lights and gift-wrap. That first Christmas there was 
none of that—just your love, made flesh in a little baby, bringing us light and the gift of life. Amen.



FRIDAY 12.9.22 - Romans 5:1-8, How God showed his love for us
For many Christians, the salvation God’s grace offers us produces times of awesome joy and peace. 
But human emotions are volatile and erratic. At times of pain or doubt, even the strongest, most 
confident Christ-follower may struggle to feel that “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts.” 
That’s why Paul based our ultimate security not in how we feel at any given moment, but in an event. 
Jesus valued and loved us so much that he died for us.
• The Christian faith affects our feelings, but it is not mainly about how we feel. Our faith is rooted in a 

specific history—the history of Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. So Paul said the vital proof 
of God’s love for us the fact that Jesus died for us. How solid is your grasp of the “Christ-event,” of 
the witnesses to the reality of Jesus’ history? What resources might you use to deepen your 
knowledge and understanding of that central history?

• Paul twice used a verb that meant “to rejoice, be very happy.” In verse 2, the Common English Bible 
renders it “we boast in the hope of God’s glory.” In verse 3, we read, “We even take pride in our 
problems,” which may be a bit tougher to grasp. When have you experienced the progression of 
trouble, endurance, character and hope bringing you a powerful sense of God’s love being “poured 
out” in your heart?

Prayer: Lord God, thank you that you weren’t content to love our little planet from a distance. Thank 
you for coming in Jesus, and for putting your saving love into sacrificial action on our behalf. Amen.

SATURDAY 12.10.22 - Ephesians 3:14-19, “The love of Christ” = “the fullness of God”
Paul’s letters included prayers he prayed for the Christian converts in the little house churches he 
raised up in Asia and Europe. In this passage sent to Christians at Ephesus, he asked lyrically that 
the Holy Spirit, dwelling in their hearts, would give all believers “the power to grasp love’s width and 
length, height and depth.” He used those geometric, almost architectural terms to express his belief 
that God’s love is enormous, bigger ultimately than any love we can imagine. Yet he believed that it 
was spiritually vital that we do all we can to grasp and experience that awesome love.
• Paradoxes bother most of us, but Paul’s faith embraced the paradoxes of God’s world rather than 

ducking them. In Ephesians, he prayed that all believers would be able to “know the love of Christ 
that is beyond knowledge.” How have you been able to “know” God’s love even though it reaches 
beyond the bounds of logic and intellectual expression? How can your heart know things that 
stretch your mind to its limits?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you love because you ARE love. I am loved, at all times and in all ways, because 
you ARE love. What a wonderful promise—what an awe-inspiring gift. Amen.

Family Activity: Love is one of the many fruits of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23. This Advent 
season, discover verses on love in Scripture and find Bible stories about God’s love. Share God’s 
love with one another and your community with your word and actions.

Remember—growing love doesn’t have to be practiced in big, fancy ways. Find small, yet meaningful 
ways to share God’s love with others. When we are open to God growing us through the Holy Spirit, 
everyday acts will help produce love! Pray daily, asking God to grow love in your heart and lives.


