
Sunday 01.31.21 
But not only that! We even take pride in our problems, because we know that trouble 
produces endurance, endurance produces character, and character produces hope. Romans 
5:3-4


We are experiencing all kinds of trouble, but we aren’t crushed. We are confused, but we 
aren’t depressed. We are harassed, but we aren’t abandoned. We are knocked down, but we 
aren’t knocked out. 2 Corinthians 4:8-9


We know that God works all things together for good for the ones who love God, for those 
who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28


Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that the things that have happened to me have 
actually advanced the gospel. The whole Praetorian Guard and everyone else knows that I’m 
in prison for Christ. Most of the brothers and sisters have had more confidence through the 
Lord to speak the word boldly and bravely because of my jail time. Philippians 1:12-14


Monday 02.01.21. Colossians 3:12-17 Sing! 
Nothing works in our hearts and minds like music. It is a unique phenomena. The Israelites 
sang songs to remember what God had done for them. They passed these songs down from 
generation to generation. Perhaps you have songs from your youth that you still know every 
word. Many mark their past by the music that they were listening to. Songs can evoke 
feelings and affect our mood. Paul tells the body of Christ to tap into the wisdom in spiritual 
songs, to sing together. I am reminded of the Carpenters lyric “Don’t worry that it’s not good 
enough for anyone else to hear. Just sing. Sing a song.”


• What are your “go to” spiritual songs. Play one of your favorites and even if you are not a 
singer, sing out loud. What happened to your mood? What thoughts came to mind?


• How might you make a routine of engaging in song to help you connect with God?


Prayer: God of joy and song, teach me to sing for and about you in ways that inspire hope. 
Free me from the pride of how my voice sounds so that I may share my heart with you. 
Thank you for the gift of music and they way you have designed us to connect. I lift my heart 
and voice to praise you. Amen. 



Tuesday 02.02.21. Philippians 2:2-4 Think of others 
This is a passage that challenges the current ethic in Western culture. Watch out for others is 
hard to do when you are struggling to find hope in your current circumstances. Having hope 
is essential in our ability to watch out for another. It is vital that we trust God with our lives so 
that we have some attention and energy left to turn toward others. 


• What need(s) in your life are consuming your energy? How can you put those into God’s 
hands to be forced to work for good?


• If you had more capacity to watch out for others, what would you do?

• Is there a way you can start doing some of things in your answer to the previous question? 


Prayer: Jesus, when worry consumes me, be with me. Help me to trust you with my anxiety 
and fear so that I can be free to watch out for others. I release my trouble to you and trust 
you to force it to work for good. I confess my selfishness and ask that you expand my care 
for others. Amen. 

Wednesday 02.03.21.  1 Corinthians 13:1-7, 13; 16:14 Love is the universal spiritual gift 
This is a familiar scripture to most people, even those who are not practicing Christians. It is 
found in greeting cards and recited at weddings. This type of love is not romantic, but 
perfectly giving love. It is similar to the Hebrew concept of Hesed meaning “loving kindness.” 
Hesed is not merely an emotion or feeling but involves action on behalf of someone who is in 
need. Hesed describes a sense of love and loyalty that inspires merciful and compassionate 
behavior toward another person. Read the scripture verse again and every time you read 
“love” replace it with “loving kindness”.


• What affect did reading the scripture in this way have on you?

• How might “loving kindness” be a source of hope for you? Others?

• Think of someone in your life to whom God is prompting you to show loving kindness. 

Make a plan to do it!


Prayer: Perfect Parent, thank you for your loving kindness. I choose to rest in your love and 
believe that you are working for good, even when I don’t understand. Expand my capacity 
for loving kindness and help me to readily share it. Aid my efforts so that hope grows in 
myself and to those I serve. Amen.


Thursday 02.04.21. 1 John 3:16-18 Meeting needs 
Today, Paul puts it plainly to us. But what does this have to do with hope? Hope is 
contagious and so is despair. When we recognize what Jesus has done for us, gratitude 
follows. In following Jesus’ example of sacrificial love we are encouraged to meet the needs 
of those around us from the abundance. Notice the conditional statement “…if someone has 
material possessions”. Paul is not suggesting we give from what we don’t have, rather that 
we share what God has provided to us. Sure, we may have cooperated with God by working 
hard and making the most of opportunities, but the reality is that everything we have is a gift 
from God. Even our ability to work hard and that we have learned the lessons of 
stewardship. When we meet another’s need in response to God’s love and generosity we can 
authentically say that things will be better in the future - God provides.




• Make a list of all the material things God has given you. Take time to tell God “thank you.”

• Who in your circle of concern is in need?

• Where does your abundance and their need intersect?

• What do you plan to do?


Prayer: Lord, you have made the steward of all the things in my possession. Thank you for 
entrusting me with these resources. Help me to wisely use them to the needs of others, 
giving rise to hope. Amen. 

Friday 02.05.21. 1 Peter 4:8-11 Serve from your strength 
Hospitality was a very important social contract in the time of the Bible. It was an 
expectation that people demonstrated welcome without complaint. To welcome a stranger 
was a demonstration of great character and generosity.


Paul is encouraging a group of believers and how they are to treat one another. There are 
many needs within any portion of the church, and in our church family. Notice that Paul 
instructs believers to serve according their giftedness and the strength that God furnishes.


• How has God gifted you?

• How do you see God’s strength demonstrated in your life?

• How can you serve the body of Christ from that strength today?


Prayer: Giver of good gifts, thank you for uniquely creating me. Continue to poor your 
strength into my life so that I may reach out in love and concern for my neighbor. Give me 
opportunities to live into my giftedness and bless another today. I honor you with my life and 
service. Amen. 

Saturday 02.06.21 1 John 4:7-21 Perfect love drives out fear 
Loving requires action and in today’s scripture passage we read how the love of God is 
revealed to us, “…God has sent his only Son into the world so that we can live through him. 
This is love: it is not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son as the sacrifice 
that deals with our sins” (v.9-10). This first-acting love is the example of how we are to 
engage others. When we do so, we are more able to remain in the Spirit and connected to 
our Creator. The more we love others, the more we gain confidence in the truth of God’s love 
and forgiveness. 


• Think of a time when you have acted to benefit another by showing kindness, meeting a 
need, etc. How did that experience help you understand God?


• What fear is God’s love working to remove from your heart?


Prayer:  Loving God, thank you for being the first to love me. Help me to receive your gift of 
love and pass it on to others so they too can know who you are. Cast out my fear and 
ground me in the promises of life. Amen.


