
January 24, 2021 Order, Disorder, Reorder 
“Everybody who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise builder 
who built a house on bedrock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat 
against that house. It didn’t fall because it was firmly set on bedrock. But everybody who 
hears these words of mine and doesn’t put them into practice will be like a fool who built a 
house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against that 
house. It fell and was completely destroyed.” Matthew 7:24-27


Monday 01.25.21. Matthew 4:17 Good News Afoot 
Try reading today’s scripture out loud with energy and enthusiasm. If you are up for it, try 
saying the scripture out loud to yourself in a mirror. Can you be animated, like this is the best 
news you have heard in a long time? 


So often we choose to see the invitation to repent as a scary thing. Something like, “Repent, 
or else!” The Greek word that is translated “repent” means to “change one’s thinking.” 
Scripture tells us that Jesus came to give us life to the full. He came to rescue, heal, bless, 
teach and redeem us. His presence doesn’t have to be scary, nor does his invitation to 
change our thinking.

• How is God challenging you to change your thinking? Is this hard or easy for you?

• What would it be like to receive the invitation to repent as an exciting thing that can free 

you into a more full life? 

• What steps can you take today to assist the Spirit in changing your thinking?


Prayer: God of Good News, thank you for caring for me and wanting good things in my life. 
Reveal to me the ways my thinking is hurtful. Help me to hear your voice as an invitation to 
good things. Amen. 

Tuesday 01.26.21.  Luke 12:22-34 Don’t Worry 
Sounds easy enough, “Don’t worry.” Anyone with responsibilities understands the difficulty 
this two word command. Jesus points to creation and how God has an order and purpose to 
what appears to be a random field and the flitting about of birds. He tells us that God cares 
for creation and even more cares for us as children. The more time we spend with God and 
watch for indications of his care for us, the more we can trust that God will continue to 
provide. 

• Think of a time in the past (in your life or someone else’s story) where God has 

demonstrated care and presence. What does this teach you about the Creator’s 
character?


• How can what God has done in the past see you through your current circumstance of 
disorder?




Prayer: Faithful and merciful God, thank you for providing for me. Thank you for loving me 
and desiring to be in relationship. Send your healing and care directly to my place of 
disorder. Give me the courage to cooperate with you as you grow me more and more into 
the likeness of Jesus. Amen. 

Wednesday 01.27.21.  Luke 8:4-15 Parable of the Soils  
Sometimes this parable is called “Parable of the Sower”, but it really is all about the soils. It 
is helpful that we get to hear Jesus’ explanation of what his story means. It is clear what kind 
of soil produces good fruit. So what are we to do with the times when we feel like our heart 
is bad soil? Thank goodness God transforms. God tills, fertilizes, waters, creates depth and 
creates the conditions in us where we can produce good fruit. God wants us to represent 
Jesus in our world so that others may hear the Good News and change their thinking.


• What areas in your heart or life do you feel are good soil? How can you see God’s 
presence in its cultivation?


• What areas in your heart or life do you feel are less than good soil?

• What might you do to cooperate with God’s reconditioning of that soil?


Prayer: Lord, you are the expert farmer, able to take the most barren of land and produce an 
amazing crop. Your power and goodness are beyond comprehension. Thank you for creating 
good soil in me. Thank you for working in the brokenness of my inner life so that I can 
produce good fruit for you. Amen.


Thursday 01.28.21 Matthew 6:19-21 Where is Your Heart 
What do you care about? A good way to reveal that is to look at two things, your bank 
account and your calendar. Jesus talked a lot about money. It is a big part of our lives and 
reveals much about our priorities. When I consider the value of time, the gift that every single 
person alive has the same amount, I am reminded of the song “Cats in the Cradle”. Google it 
if you don’t know it. The gift of time and attention is often overlooked, but it certainly teaches 
us about what we value. 


• Let’s dream. If time and money were not an issue, what would you do? 

• Where does most of your money go? On what things do you spend your “disposable” 

income? 

• Where do you spend most of your time outside of work? What does that say about the 

things you value?

• Look again at the first question for today. Does your answer fulfill the two great commands 

of love God and love others? Hmmm.


Prayer: Holy Spirit, you are part of our every breath. You know our sighs, motivations and 
fears. Wake me to the honest location of my heart. Help me to reorder how I use the gifts of 
time and money to align with the purpose of life, loving God and loving others. Show me the 
wisdom and joy found in selfless service and generosity. Amen. 



Friday 01.29.21  Philippians 4:11-13 I Can Endure 
Life for Paul was no picnic. He knew many hardships including blindness, imprisonment, 
beatings, ship wrecked, lashings, hunger and so on. In today’s reading he reveals the secret 
to his endurance, “I can endure all these things through the power of the one who gives me 
strength.” His strength comes from the power of Jesus, which we experience in the person 
of the Holy Spirit. While sometimes our hardships are self inflicted, other times they come 
through no fault of ours. This is life and the price of freedom. We are impacted by the natural 
world and the choices of others. If we cannot escape our current circumstances, it is 
certainly good news that the power to endure comes from Jesus.


• Where are you feeling stretched beyond your ability to endure?

• What practices might you employ to intimately connect with the power of Jesus through 

the Holy Spirit?


Prayer: Saving God, thank you for being my strength. Teach me to rely on and deploy that 
strength so I can continue, despite any and all hardships, to serve with joy. Amen. 

Saturday 01.30.21 1 Timothy 6:6-12,17 Good Advice 
The advise given in today’s reading is probably familiar to you. “Godliness is a great source 
of profit WHEN IT IS COMBINED with being happy with what you already have” 6:6. But 
what describes not being content here? “Trapped, stupid, harmful, ruin, destruction, evil, 
impaled, pain…” these are strong words that emphasize the danger surrounding selfish 
pursuits. RUN AWAY! 

The author tells us to pursue instead, “righteousness, holy living, faithfulness, love, 
endurance, and gentleness.” This is the “good fight of faith.”


What current pursuits of yours might you need to run away from?

What does at least one of the list of things to pursue look like to you?

How might you make strides today to either run away from harmful things or run toward 
good things?


Prayer:  Holy God, a relationship with you is worth pursuing. Help me to be wise in what I 
value, the direction of my life and the motivations of my heart. Create in me a clean heart and 
rent a right spirit in me. Give me courage to fully engage with the good fight of faith and give 
testimony to your greatness. Amen.


