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New Sermon Series Launches 
Is it possible to have fun with scripture? Some would say not, it’s true. The argument would be to 
have fun is to diminish the seriousness of the text, of the gospel.


But let’s be clear, we’re not making fun; we’re having fun. There is a difference. We are looking at 
the humor in these encounters that Jesus has with a variety of folk in the gospel of Luke. We are 
entering the story, placing ourselves in dialogue with Jesus. What a thrill it is to be face to face 
with Jesus. What a joy to be in his presence, hearing his word, receiving his instruction.


Like those in these stories, we are often off track, often misunderstanding, often too much letting 
our own desires get in the way of hearing the word he has for us. It is . . . funny. In the end, we are 
laughing at ourselves. We are embracing with humility and with joy the overwhelming grace of 
God that continues to surprise us with hospitality and opportunity.


Every encounter with Jesus brings transformation. At the very least, we see ourselves in a new 
light, in all our humanness. And we can either weep or laugh. When we weep, we might pull into 
ourselves and run away from the source of pain and shame. But if we can laugh, then we might 
be able to stay and find healing and a new way of being alive in the world.


We can find a way to new life and new hope if we’re willing to be honest with ourselves and with 
him. To be face to face with Jesus.
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Annual Charge Conference 
Thursday, October 27 at 6:30 PM  
Seminole Heights United Methodist Church 

6111 N Central Ave 
Tampa, FL 33604


All members of elected committees and Church Council are 
encouraged to attend. Anyone is welcome at a Charge 
Conference, but only elected leaders have vote. 

Football Players Joining Worship 
and Lunch 
We will welcome players from our partner Florida Christian 
Community College to worship and lunch. Some of the 
players work on Sundays, but others plan to join in the 
morning’s fun. We celebrate their regular season 
championship!


Consider bringing an extra large side or dessert for this 
event if you can. These young men can eat!


There will be a celebration of Pastor Appreciation Month, an overview of the church's ministries and 
what we are looking forward to in 2023, and a presentation on the current events surrounding the 
United Methodist Church including General Conference in 2023. 


No need to sign up, but a huge encouragement to show up!

Hurricane Ian Response 
The Florida Conference is continuing its response to the most 
recent storm. Click here for more information on how you can 
assist.

https://www.flumc.org/hurricane-ian
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United Women of Faith 
Pecan Sales 
Temple Terrace United Women in Faith are 
once again offering fresh, delicious, fancy, 
mammoth shelled Pecan halves for the same 
low price of only $10 a pound! 


Enjoy the best Pecans around while supporting 
the mission work of United Women in Faith. 


Order by Oct. 21st 
Choose one simple option to place your order: 

• Email “TTpecans@gmail.com" 

• Call the church office at  813-988-4141 X2

• mail your order with your check made payable to TTUMW to: 

	 Temple Terrace United Methodist Church Attn: Pecans

	 5030 E. Busch Blvd., Tampa FL 33617 


Provide your name, phone number and number of pounds you are ordering. 


Pick up will be at the church on Saturday, Nov. 12th from 9am– noon, or Sunday, Nov. 13th after 
Worship from 11:45 am to noon. 

The Right Direction 
Dinner with New Friends continues to grow. This week we 
topped 60 in attendance between guests and servers. But 
there is still room for more!


Won’t you join this fun and essential ministry as we gather 
for dinner church.


You are invited to come at 6 PM to serve, receive, and so 
much more.

mailto:TTpecans@gmail.com
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Join us for this fun, healthy, family-friendly event!

FREE
EVENT!

FREE ONSITE SCREENINGS EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
•  Blood Pressure
•  Cholesterol
•  Blood Glucose

•  STDs & HIV
•  Eyes & Ears
•  Bone Density

•  Colon/Breast/Prostate 
Cancer

•  Alzheimer’s
•  STDs & HIV

•  Maternal & Pediatric 
Health

•  Dental Care
•  Fitness Instruction

AND 
MANY

MORE!

For more info, contact: Francis Joseph at 813-505-6683
Caribbean American National Development Organization  |  www.facebook.com/CANDO

SATURDAY, NOV. 12TH FROM 10AM - 2PM
UNIVERSITY AREA COMMUNITY PARK  |  14013 N 22ND STREET, TAMPA FL 33613

PRESENTED BY:

SPONSORED BY:

Mind, body and soul.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

u

PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS

FOR ATTENDEES!

FREE PARKING!

FAIR
HEALTH

CCommunityommunity
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Dear Florida Conference Clergy and Laity: 
  
We are faithfully responding to a lawsuit 
brought by some of our churches who are 
taking us to court in order to depart from the 
denomination.


Based on our motion filed in September, we 
are convinced that the lawsuit should be 
dismissed because it is a violation of the 

separation of church and state. In fact, it is wrong for secular courts to judge the doctrines of the 
church.  At the same time, we affirm that our doctrine as a United Methodist Church has not 
changed. Read more.

Grief and Care Ministry Training Starting 
As TTUMC grows we are creating a Grief and Care Team to conduct hospital visits, convene grief 
support groups, provide support to those at home in recovery or otherwise unable to make it to 
worship. 


We will have a three week Advent journey of training and discernment. Wednesdays at 7 PM 
following dinner, beginning November 30th, The program will launch in January. All those who 
have a heart for this type of work are encouraged to attend.  Or perhaps you love the idea, but 
your gifts are more organizational. You are needed too!


Leading this group will be our new attendee, Gifford Louden. Gifford is an Ordained Bishop and 
The Senior Pastor of Miracle Worship Center, Inc. Fort Lauderdale. He holds a doctorate in 
Theology, an M.B.A. from  Nova Southeastern University and an MPS, from Cornell University. He 
has Thirty-eight years of experience in religion, education, administration, and Grief, Crisis, Death 
and Dying, Anger Management, Loneliness, Conflict Resolution, Adolescence, The Terminally Ill 
and HIV/Aids Counseling. He recently completed his internship with Morton Plant Hospital 
Association, Inc – St. Petersburg, Fl in the American Association of Clinical Pastoral Educators 
CPE – Internship program and is currently pursuing his Master of Divinity in Professional 
Chaplaincy (Healthcare Concentration) with Liberty University, Lynchburg, Va. His goal to transition 
from Pulpit Ministry into Clinical Pastoral Chaplaincy Ministry. He has won several awards and is 
the author of five books. 

Find out more by participating in this three-week journey. Sign up in the Church Center App “Care 
Team”

https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!Fa9MIcQp5LbPFSlvx7ab-KS-JvyhD6bL5WJNvvbq3325-yIVhu7XisOOBmaQijkcg
https://florida-email.brtapp.com/!H9rtyWnnHAUOGfKbrnOHg15Bm1Lg2RQPKbqSSMJTpFkSsv-1+Ms62LGKzdh3GdSrM
https://www.flumc.org/newsdetail/a-pastoral-update-from-bishop-ken-carter-17098243
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Like & Follow TTUMC on Facebook 
Facebook can be invaluable tool for us to remain connected with one another. 
Create an account if you don't already have one and "like" and "follow" 
Temple Terrace United Methodist Church to catch all the action.  


This is the primary tool beyond the weekly email & newsletter updates to stay 
informed.

Advent Study 
Group to Follow 
Worship 
In preparation for the celebration of 
Christmas, we will journey together 
discovering The Promise of Christmas. 


A short term small group will be offered on 
Sundays immediately following worship. If 
you have never been part of a group, this is 
a great time to start. 


More to come in coming newsletters, but mark your calendars now in anticipation of this opportunity. 

Annual Membership Renewal 
It’s that time again where we examine our membership commitment to TTUMC. November is the time 
when we focus on thankfulness and how God continues to provide. There is so much to be thankful 
for, even though not everything is perfect. But when is it ever? The great good news is that Jesus is 
with us through every twist and turn of life. For this we can rejoice!


And God continues to be at work through our local church. Just look at how the campus is alive with 
people! See how in the midst of economic uncertainty the church has enough to continue to minister 
to its members and the community. Look at the individual hearts that are showing up to serve 
neighbors with a weekly meal, by tutoring, or volunteering with the Empty Closet.


God is on the move in and through TTUMC. How will you continue to be part of this dynamic and 
alive church? Let us all be in prayerful discernment in supporting our church by our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and witness.


If you are not yet a member, why don’t you explore that this November? Connect with Pastor John on 
how you too can be an official part of this wonderful fellowship and take your place as we make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of world by providing connection, opportunity and 
hope Membership Renewal and Celebration will be on December 4.

mailto:pastorjohn@ttumc.org
https://ttumc.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c844b14d61c6eafec6d2b1b8d&id=bac99c22ec&e=fa225d6279
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