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Reign of Christ 
This text may seem out of sequence. Here we are 
on the last Sunday of the Christian year, and we are 
reading Holy Week texts? And where does “Reign 
of Christ” Sunday come from? Has someone done 
away with the traditional designation of Christ the 
King Sunday?


“What does it mean to speak of the Christ who 
reigns, or Christ the king?” What is clear from the gospel accounts is that Jesus came to redefine 
what it means to be king. The one who reigns over us is the one who was tried as a criminal, who 
was punished by oppressive authorities and crucified – killed in the most heinous act of execution 
devised by the powers of this world. That is the one to whom we pledge our allegiance. That is 
the one whom we gather to worship and follow. The one who reigns over us, Christ our king.


So how do we worship this king? With our words and praises, of course. Let our worship be full of 
songs of praise to Christ the king. Let our prayers abound with our commitment to the one who 
reigns over us, and our pledge to be Christ followers into eternity.


But what are the pointers to allegiance to Christ once you leave the sanctuary after worshiping 
this day? What are the marks of those who are citizens of the kingdom of heaven and not just the 
nations of this world? How will we live differently? How will we live out our citizenship? 


We are called to love God and neighbor in tangible ways each and every day. We can live as 
followers of Christ only when we do it together. Consider joining one of the small groups for 
advent and explore a time of journeying together.  Start serving on Wednesday night at dinner or 
maybe with the Empty Closet.


To whom do I go, with whom shall I grow as I seek to be one who doesn’t scoff at the criminal 
dying on a cross but sees the king who will reign over my life always?


Connect with this week’s key scriptures. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23:33-43;+Colossians+1:11-20&version=AMP;MSG
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Holiday Drive for Metropolitan Ministries Big Success 
Temple Terrace UMC generously donated 385 pounds of food which will provide meals for many 
families, In addition, $920.00 was collected in cash, checks and gifts cards for the purchase of 
turkeys or hams. 


Some of you gave money, and some food; some gave both. Some of you contributed extra time to 
sit at the table to collect the food and money, and some of you helped people carry their food to the 
wagon or into the lobby. 


Thanks to all of you for helping make someone else’s holiday better. 


In everything, give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 1 Thessalonians 
5:18 

Christmas Party Provides Opportunity to Bless 
Once again this year residents look forward to their big Christmas party The Angel tree will be in the 
church lobby November 27th and December 4th. Take a tag (or two) with a resident's name and the 
gift wanted. All gifts with the tag must be returned to the church by Sunday, December 11. 

Palm Terrace is a HUD operated assisted living community 
for people 65 and older. Each resident has $54/month to 
buy all toiletries, clothes, snacks, and any other items. 
Some have family or friends who help, but other do not. 


A celebration will be held the week of December 19 with 
food, singing hymns and the sharing of your donated gift 
items. Date for the 2 PM party to come. All are invited to 
join in the fun.
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Spiritual 
Formation 
Academy 

R o g e r O w e n s a n d 
Roberta Bondi return to 
Florida for the Five Day  
Academy for Spiritual 
Formation: “Then and 
Now, All Will Be Well,”  

You are invited to be 
part of this community 
of explorers. 

https://florida-reg.brtapp.com/20235DayAcademy202375
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Groups Forming 
Two short term small groups will be offered for Advent. One on 
Sundays immediately following worship AND another following 
dinner on Wednesdays at 7 PM. 


Small groups will reflect on the content of the sermon, scripture 
reading and personal experiences to discuss each weekly theme. 

Not only will you enter into the promise of Christmas, but also discover how these promises can 
impact your life. Make new friends and deepen relationships this advent season. Use the Church 
Center App to sign up. Or you can email to register. 

Membership Renewal & 
Financial Campaign 
We have worked diligently through pastoral change, a 
pandemic, financial recovery, and a lightning strike to 
prepare our church family for what God has in store. The 
campus is in top shape and the hearts of the people are 
open and connected to our community. We are Ready to 
Launch!


Look at how the campus is alive with people! See how in 
the midst of economic uncertainty the church has 
enough to continue to minister to its members and the 
community. Individual hearts are showing up to serve 
neighbors with a weekly meal, by tutoring, volunteering 
with the Empty Closet, providing resources for those in 

need, praying, studying, learning, growing and worshipping.


God is on the move in and through TTUMC. How will you continue to be part of this dynamic and 
alive church? Let us all be in prayerful discernment in renewing our membership vows to support 
TTUMC with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.


Please complete the online renewal form as we gather the information we need to plan responsibly for 
2023 and how we will continue to provide connection, opportunity and hope.


If you are not yet a member, why don’t you explore that this November? Connect with Pastor John on 
how you too can be an official part of this wonderful fellowship and take your place as we make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of world by providing connection, opportunity and 
hope. Or you can complete the online form. Membership Renewal and Celebration will be on 
December 4.

http://ttumc.org/give/investment-form
mailto:pastorjohn@ttumc.org
http://ttumc.org/membership-form
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Make a Difference this 
Holiday Season  
Twinkle in the Terrace is an incredible 
event, and our largest event of the year. 
This is our chance to love hard on 
foster families and children throughout 

Tampa Bay, and to provide a very special evening filled with fun surprises, meaningful gifts, and 
lifetime memories. This event has doubled in size each year and we are expecting this year to be our 
biggest yet! Would you please join us in making this a very Merry Christmas for our community's most 
vulnerable children, and the wonderful families caring for these children?


   Event Highlights: 
• Foster parents fill personalized stockings for each of their children in care

• Foster families are treated to holiday cookie boxes, food boxes, turkey or ham, and swag bags

• Families can take photos with Santa, and participate in Christmas games, activities, and crafts

• Swag bags filled with a Target gift card, Publix gift card, and various items from businesses in our 

community

• Bounce houses & Food Trucks

• New this year - Ice slide


Last year over 200 children received a personalized stocking 
Last year over 90 foster families were loved on at this event 

Last year over 75 children in care received a complete Christmas 

Stuff a stocking for a Child in Foster Care! Sponsor one stocking or 
many! Sponsor three of more stockings and receive a t-shirt. At 
Twinkle in the Terrace each child in foster care receives a 
personalized stocking. The significance of personalizing a stocking is 
a worthy and intentional detail. A personalized stocking supports 
normalcy and identity for children who too often enter into foster care 
with few to no personal possessions. Their names show they are 
thought of and cared for. 


Join the fun and be part of the crew! Sign-up to volunteer. From set-
up to tear down, many hands are needed to put on this meaningful 
event. Volunteer for registration, set-up of the stocking shop and 
bakery room, bounce house duty, tear down crew, and much more. If 
you are looking for a way to serve with your time this holiday season, 
volunteer! 

Stocking Sponsor

Volunteer

https://click.everyaction.com/k/54610831/379059886/-290603272?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNy8xLzEwMjUyNyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIxYTk0MjgxNC03ODY0LWVkMTEtYWRlNi0xNGNiNjUzNDJjZDIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInBhc3RvcmpvaG5AdHR1bWMub3JnIg0KfQ==&hmac=anU1ZLwR8jiNDjMzWcTYuuJJggTwR2mqZa6TnH7GJDw=&emci=feecbdba-f05a-ed11-819c-002248258d2f&emdi=1a942814-7864-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&ceid=32567
https://click.everyaction.com/k/54610833/379059888/-266720393?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNy8xLzEwMjUyNyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIxYTk0MjgxNC03ODY0LWVkMTEtYWRlNi0xNGNiNjUzNDJjZDIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInBhc3RvcmpvaG5AdHR1bWMub3JnIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=anU1ZLwR8jiNDjMzWcTYuuJJggTwR2mqZa6TnH7GJDw=&emci=feecbdba-f05a-ed11-819c-002248258d2f&emdi=1a942814-7864-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&ceid=32567
https://click.everyaction.com/k/54610834/379059889/-648259266?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNy8xLzEwMjUyNyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIxYTk0MjgxNC03ODY0LWVkMTEtYWRlNi0xNGNiNjUzNDJjZDIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInBhc3RvcmpvaG5AdHR1bWMub3JnIg0KfQ==&hmac=anU1ZLwR8jiNDjMzWcTYuuJJggTwR2mqZa6TnH7GJDw=&emci=feecbdba-f05a-ed11-819c-002248258d2f&emdi=1a942814-7864-ed11-ade6-14cb65342cd2&ceid=32567
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Like & Follow TTUMC on Facebook 
Facebook can be invaluable tool for us to remain connected with one another. Create an account if you 
don't already have one and "like" and "follow" Temple Terrace United Methodist Church to catch all the 
action.  


This is the primary tool beyond the weekly email & newsletter updates to stay informed.

Training Starting 
As TTUMC grows we are creating a Grief and Care Team to conduct 
hospital visits, convene grief support groups, provide support to those 
at home in recovery or otherwise unable to make it to worship. 


We will have a three week Advent journey of training and discernment. 
Wednesdays at 7 PM following dinner, beginning November 30th, The 

program will launch in January. All those who have a heart for this type of work are encouraged to 
attend.  Or perhaps you love the idea, but your gifts are more organizational. You are needed too! 

Find out more by participating in this three-week journey. Sign up in the Church Center App “Care 
Team”

No Dinner Next Wednesday 
With the Thanksgiving Holiday next week, there will be no Wednesday 
night dinner. Dinner returns November 30th with two new small 
groups immediately following. Read the rest of the newsletter to find 
out more.

https://ttumc.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c844b14d61c6eafec6d2b1b8d&id=bac99c22ec&e=fa225d6279
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