
  
THE CHURCH SYNOPSIS KICKSTART QUESTIONS 

EPHESUS REV 2:1-7 

THE LOVELESS CHURCH 
In the church at Ephesus, Jesus finds a lot to praise, but his heart is broken by 
one glaring absence: love. What are some of the reasons John says they have lost their first love? 

In your own spiritual journey, are there areas of devotion in your life 
that have lessened since you first got saved? What are the signs of 
genuine love for Jesus? 

SMYRNA REV 2:8-11 

THE SUFFERING CHURCH 
The church at Smyrna was under persecution for their faith. As Jesus speaks to 
these men and women, he reminds them that he is greater than any suffering—
greater even than death! 

How is it possible the Church at Smyrna was experiencing affliction and 
poverty, yet at the same time was called rich by Jesus? 
Have you ever experienced persecution because of your faith in and 
love for Jesus Christ? 

PERGAMUM REV 2:12-17 

THE COMPROMISING CHURCH 

Jesus calls the city of Pergamum the place “where Satan has his throne”. You 
might think that such a church in such a place would be a persecuted church, 
but that was not the case. Satan’s tactic against the church was much more 
effective than persecution; it was to corrupt it from the inside. 

What do you think it means to “remain true to Jesus’ name?” 
Are there areas of life where there is unhealthy compromise? 

THYATIRA REV 2:18-29 

THE ADULTEROUS CHURCH 
Jesus expresses anger at the church at Thyatira, coming to them with a rod of 
judgment and a sword to cut them apart. He gives them time to repent, but if 
they refuse his grace, he says he will come in swift judgment. 

Why was the “tolerance” mentioned in 2:20 so dangerous to the 
Church? Is there anything I tolerate that is dangerous to my walk with 
Jesus? 

SARDIS REV 3:1-6 

THE DEAD CHURCH 
The church at Sardis had the reputation of being alive—vibrant, Spirit-filled, 
open to God’s work, obedient to God’s Word. But as Jesus looked at this church, 
he saw a deeper reality. The church was not wicked or immoral, but dead, 
unresponsive to Christ. 

What did it mean to have a “reputation of being alive, but you are 
dead,” and how might that look today? 
What do you believe Jesus meant when he said in verse 3, “Remember, 
therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it fast and repent.”? 

PHILADELPHIA REV 3:7-13 

THE FAITHFUL CHURCH 
The city of Philadelphia was a door for the Greek language and culture to 
spread into the surrounding region. In this letter, we see a new door of 
opportunity was wide open in Philadelphia for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Verse 8 says how Jesus has opened a door - What are doors of 
opportunities has God opened for you? 
How does the promise in verse 10 encourage you? 

LAODICEA REV 3:14-22 

THE LUKEWARM CHURCH 
Jesus says that the church in Laodicea is lukewarm, neither cold nor hot. In this 
letter, Jesus expresses his desire for this church to see the reality of their own 
condition and the world around them. 

Is there any part of your relationship with Jesus that could be described 
as “lukewarm?” If so, what? What could be done to remedy it? 
What promise is given in verse 21? How would this encourage the 
Church at Laodicea as well as us today? 

LIFE GROUPS READING PLAN – LETTERS TO THE CHURCH 
Jesus’ letters to the seven churches recorded in the Book of Revelation are: 1. Real places 2. Historical in nature 3. Prophetical for the church today. 

The seven churches they help us consider how Christ’s message also speaks to the church today.  
In each of those letters Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear” – what is it that He wants to speak to us through them? 

 
 


