:WEEK ONE, ELIJAH’S PRAYER

James 5:17 (AMP) – 'Elijah was a man with a nature like ours [with the same physical, mental, and spiritual limitations and
shortcomings], and he prayed intensely for it not to rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.'

KEY PASSAGES - 1 KINGS 18:41-46, JAMES 5:17

During a season of famine and drought, Elijah had faith that God was going to move once again on the land,
that He would send the rain on a thirsty land when there wasn’t even a cloud in the sky!
In v42 we read Elijah took to his knees...will we move to our knees for our nation? Will we look beyond a cloudless sky and look to Jesus?

GROUP DISCUSSION

At the outset of this new year are we hopeful, uncertain, weary - maybe share concerns, aspirations, encouragements, disappointments...
How can we draw from this story? Do we sometimes feel that there seems to be nothing happening? How faith and prayer can bring change?
7 times Elijah said to his servant to ‘go back’, why? If we’re struggling to see ahead, are there areas we need to go back and look again?

...keep going back…to God's word, His promises, to that horizon of hope…and look again through the eyes of faith, trust in the greatness of God, speak out the praises of God

Remember Elijah was an ordinary man but he prayed and trusted an extraordinary God - we can too!

PRAYER POINTERS

For our nation ...for ‘rain’ to come on dry areas...for breakthrough...for each other, the challenges and hopes for the year ahead

:WEEK TWO, PAUL’S PRAYER

1 Timothy 2:1-2 - ‘I urge you, ﬁrst of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give
thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority...’

KEY PASSAGE - 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-4

Throughout his letters to the church, Paul prayed many prayers, for believers, the church, unity, strengthening, revelation...
prayers of thankfulness, faith, intercession...and encouragement for us to ‘pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests’ including for our leaders and government

GROUP DISCUSSION

Do we ﬁnd it easier to pray for or complain about the government and those in leadership?
What were Paul’s instructions for us, in this passage, as we pray?
What could it look like if we pray for those in authority from a place of thankfulness?

PRAYER POINTERS

For government/politicians, those in leadership positions in schools, churches, hospitals, emergency services, etc - for clarity and wisdom, salvation

:WEEK THREE, DAVID’S PRAYER

Psalm 25:4-5 - ‘Show me the right path, O Lord; point out the road for me to follow. Lead me by Your truth and teach me,
for You are the God who saves me.’

KEY PASSAGE - PSALM 25:1-6, PROVERBS 16:9

Throughout the Psalms, David expresses his challenges, his joys and concerns, even the times where he chose to do things his
way rather than God’s - in this passage we see his prayerful desire to know God’s leading and guiding in his life, to commit
himself afresh by giving his life and trust to God

GROUP DISCUSSION

Where is your go to for direction or advice in life?
From your own life, what have you learnt about trusting God for the future?
What stands out the most to you from David’s prayer in this passage?
Do you feel you know where God is leading you at this time?

PRAYER POINTERS

For our church family, other life groups, ministries, leaders, our community - for direction as we trust God in the year ahead

