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Hi there! I’m Josh Grimes, the lead pastor at the Common
Place Church in Lock Haven, PA. A couple of weeks ago
we asked the college students at our church to provide
us with the names and addresses of parents,
grandparents, or people in their life that they thought
would like to hear news from this little church
community that they belong to while attending Lock
Haven University. And that’s how this newsletter ended
up in your hands! We hope you enjoy what you read!
Sam Waldron (our College Pastor) and I are so grateful
for the opportunity to love and invest in a college
student that you know and care about. We are humbled
to have 4 years to invest in their lives before sending
them out into the world. You can see below and on the
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next page, some exciting things
we’ve been able to do this year.

Pastor Sam, Kayla, and new Baby Penny
work hard to invest in the lives of Lock
Haven University Students at the
Common Place Church!

Students bring a lot of life and
energy to our church. In fact, we
often have over 50 students
worshipping with us on Sunday!

Ministry to College Students is financially challenging because they haven’t
reached their income earning years yet. We would love to ask you to contribute
to the work we do with your students at commonplacechurch.com or you can
reach us at 209 Bellefonte Ave. Lock Haven, PA 17745
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1) Setting up a booth at the LHU club fair. 2) Handing out ice cream at Freshmen orientation. Met lots of new students! 3) Adventure Friday week 2. We had a
bonfire and discussed the theme of community. 4) Common Place Church hayride and bonfire night. 5) Students leading at our Sunday night worship service!
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A Semester of Experiments and Adventures!
Hi! I’m Sam Waldron, the College Pastor at the Common Place Church. There is a quote by
the late great Dallas Willard that has been stirring my heart and mind since I first read it. It
goes like this,

“Our will is transformed by experience, not information.”
Taking this idea—along with the wisdom from a number of articles, lectures, and conversations
had over the summer—I began to re-evaluate the way we do college
ministry. One of the fruits of that journey was “Adventure Fridays”.
This semester, as a supplement to our Bible studies and Discipleship,
we wanted to give students a
weekly, mini-retreat that would
lead them into an encounter with the Lord. So far our adventures have
taken us to Hyner View, Highland Cemetery, and the beautiful valleys
of Mill Hall. When we arrive at the planned location, I pass out a premade devotional based on Scripture and the theme of the night that
guides them in their prayers and discussions. The response has been
great! Students have discovered how good it is to take time to
experience the Lord’s presence and create space for Him to speak to
them through nature, community, and prayer.

Experimenting with New Methods to Take Students Deeper in Their Faith
Our big dream for students is that they would desire to know God, learn how to follow Jesus, and
become excited to invite others on the journey with them. We decided to try a new approach we call
Discipleship Triads. This simple model is designed to offer an easy entry point for any student to grow
deeper I their relationship with Christ together with a small accountability group.
I am blown away by what we have seen! So far this semester we
have about 20 people actively involved in Discipleship triads and
the number grows week by week.
Our big dream for LHU is that there would be at least one
Discipleship Triad in every club, resident hall, athletic team, and

But, God is already on the move!
Check out this cool story of answered prayer:

Alexis shares her story at
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Kayla, meeting with Hannah & Lydia in
their Tuesday night Discipleship Triad.

At the beginning of the school year, I made a projected ministry plan for each month of the semester.
For the month of October I wrote down—in faith—that we would have launched an athlete’s
Discipleship Triad. At the end of September, I had not made any headway in accomplishing that goal.
Then in the first week of the month, Alexis (a track athlete) approached me and said that after listening
to Sunday’s sermon on Discipleship, she wanted to help lead a Triad with some of her track girls. I
almost fell to the ground! Now, Alexis leads the first athlete’s triad! This just one example of the
amazing ways God is going ahead of our efforts and building His kingdom at LHU.

If you received this special newsletter update, I hope you understand how important you are to what God is
accomplishing on LHU’s campus. Thank you for investing in us and in His Kingdom.
With your partnership we will continue to do what God has called us to do with grateful and humble hearts.

We would love for you to pray faithfully for our ministry!
Pastor Sam Waldron, Pastor Josh Grimes (and the whole Common Place Church Family)

