
April 28, 2020 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Epistle alert. The following contains a plea from the heart of your pastor. 
 
Like you, I am growing weary of the major adjustments in life due to the COVID-19 crisis. 
When a person grows weary, they are very vulnerable. Patience grows thinner while our list of 
questions and doubts grows thicker. What really caused this? Have our officials responded 
correctly? What will be the ultimate consequences of these actions? How long will it last? 
 
These are questions that not a single one of us are in a position to answer with any certainty. I 
appreciate the words of Kevin DeYoung in this regard. He recently wrote: 
 
Most likely, we are still at the front end of the coronavirus crisis. If the disease disappeared over 
the summer, never to return again, we would still be dealing with COVID’s emotional and 
economic fallout. Doctors and economists and journalists and historians and epidemiologists 
will be writing about the virus for decades. At some point, it may become “obvious” that closing 
schools saved lives or that it was pointless. At some point, it may become obvious which 
countries and which leaders made the best decisions. At some point, it may be obvious all the 
ways we made a massive problem less deadly or made a serious crisis worse. But at the 
moment—in the fog of a pathogenic war—it only takes five minutes on Twitter to realize that the 
best way forward is not patently obvious. (find the article at www.thegospelcoalition.org) 
 
These are wise words we need to take to heart. You probably have opinions about these things, 
as do I. But none of us has certainty. We are more vulnerable at this point because we are weary. 
There is a real temptation for you to begin dismissing or even despising your fellow believer who 
may have a differing opinion about these questions. The more personally you have felt this crisis, 
the more vulnerable you may be to this temptation.  
 
I plead with you not to allow these opinions to create division between you and another believer, 
especially within our CABC fellowship. Your personal opinion (or mine) about the politics of 
this crisis is not a hill for you to die on. Neither is it a hill on which you should sacrifice 
fellowship with another church member. If differences of opinion on holy days and holy diets 
should not separate Christians (Romans 14), then surely differences of opinion related to 
COVID-19 should not. We are sailing in uncharted waters here. Have some patience with one 
another. Here is a prescription. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, apply generously. I want our church 
family to be not just physically healthy and intact on the other side of this crisis, but spiritually 
and relationally healthy and intact as well.  
 
Our pastors and elders are monitoring this situation week to week. We are already discussing 
scenarios for when and how to begin gathered worship again. Like you, we miss the fellowship 
of our family. We long to be personally present and engaged in life together. The primary factors 
in our discussions have been these: 

• Biblical teaching regarding the importance of gathering  
• Biblical teaching regarding respect for governing officials 



• Potential health risks to our congregation 
 
When we do gather again, it will almost certainly look different for a while. There will be some 
precautions in place in terms of numbers, social distance, and so forth. As risk subsides, we will 
move intentionally toward our “normal” way of gathering and ministry. We ask for your patience 
and understanding as we make these decisions and implement these plans.  
 
It may be that some of our CABC families will experience financial needs as this situation 
continues. Some may have already felt this acutely. We are prepared to help. Our Benevolence 
Team has already drafted plans to enable us to respond to material needs in our church family. 
But we cannot act if we are not aware. If you have a need, please contact us.  
 
Now, let me express the deep gratitude of our staff. The pastoral staff, ministry staff, and support 
staff at CABC are extremely appreciative of the support you continue to give during this crisis. 
Because of your financial faithfulness, we have been able to keep up with our financial 
obligations, maintain our staff, and continue doing ministry. We have received emails, FB 
comments, letters, cards, and other expressions of your appreciation during this time. These 
words of encouragement have strengthened us. Thank you. 
 
Yours in His Grace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Kelly 
 
 


