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  First Word 
   News and Events of FPC 

  

                        Year Two, Already?! 
 
“It is not so much whether we can see our future, as it is 

whether we are prepared for it. Our future will find us, one 

way or another.”   That could be the beginning of a good com-
mencement speech, (although I’ve never given one); that is how 
I started our newsletter article last month. This morning I am 

amazed and harboring a bit of disbelief about how true those 
words are. The beginning of “Year Two” as your Transitional 
Pastor is less than a week away, and teeming with promise and 

hope!  One year ago, I could not have guessed where we are 
today. I was busy enough getting to know our building (doors, 
light switches, arming/disarming the alarm, who else is still in 

the building?); the wonderful people who inhabit it throughout 
the week and on Sundays (staff, volunteers, elders, deacons, 
tenants, voters, visitors, and the worshipers who “gather” every 

Sunday – truly “A home away from home”); and the rich his-
tory of beautiful music, inspiring worship, missions, being a 
good neighbor in downtown Goshen, reaching out with love to 
our human family around the world, keeping our administrative 

wheels turning, (and our policies, procedures, and job descrip-
tions - also rich but with age and dust). That was year one! A 
foundational focus, and uncovering and freshening up a great 

tradition to build on! 

This is year two - preparing and building ourselves and our 
church to meet our future!  Simply put, year two is more fun! 

Granted, it is still about discovery, but has a distinctly future focus. Archaeology is interesting, build-

ing new is exciting! Especially when we are building ourselves and our church at the same time! So, 
we start with a new weekly Bible Study of the Gospel of John beginning on Monday, June 6th at 5:00 
pm. [From John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.” to John 10:10b “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” to John 20:19 “…
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came  

          (continued on page two) 

Table of Contents 
 

Pastor’s Column      1-2 
     Year Two, Already?! 
First Word News                   2-11 
     CL&M Committee 
     Session Notes 
     Christian Education—Summer  
     Schedule and VBS 
     Palacios Scholarship 2022 
     Photos—High School Graduates 
     Photos—The Parables of Jesus 
     WOW—Women of Worship 
     Congregational Care Committee 
     Office Hours 
     Church Picnic—August 28 
     PCUSA —Special Giving Opportunities 
     Photos—Mother’s Day 
     Seeking Substitute Front Desk 
              Volunteers 
    Griefshare—Begins June 7 
     Per Capita 
     Rose Sunday—June 12th 
     June Birthdays/Anniversaries 
     Please keep in your prayers 
     Giving to the Church 
  

   

 
 
 



 

2      FIRST WORD  JUNE 2022 

(continued from page one) 
 

and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’]”   I hope as many as can will join us. We have about 
a dozen planning to attend at this point. If interested, just gather with us in the church library on June 6th @ 
5:00 pm! 
 
Also, in year two, the Visioning Team process is now developing (and changing a bit as it takes shape). In-
stead of having a limited number of people on the team, we have decided to focus on having at least one 
person (or more) from each of the following “constituency” groups: long term members, newer members/
attenders, members attending again after a time away, the Session, Deacons, Foundation board, parent(s) of 
younger children, church staff/volunteers, and at least one person from the community who knows about 
the church and does not attend here.  
 
There will be some research/homework, email communications, some small group/individual discussions 
with me as Transitional Pastor, and a two-hour meeting of the whole team once a month for 6 to 9 months. 
We will start with reviewing responses to the two questions about our future I outlined last month:  1) Of 
the many strengths we have as a congregation, which two or three are most important for us to build on?  
And, 2) What might a thriving two-hundred-year-old (31 years from now in 2053) FPC Goshen church-of-
the-future look like, and what do we do now to get there?  We will also look at the summary of our “Come 
Early/Stay Late Conversations,” review research literature about other church experiments, successes and 
challenges, read articles/books about the future church, and do a lot of brainstorming.  
 
The purpose of our Visioning Teams work will be to provide information for our discussions as a whole 
congregation as we affirm strengths to build on and plan the next steps for our future. If you would like to 
work on the Visioning Team, let me know if you have not already done so.  
 
And much more will be happening in Year Two, I am sure. The Bible Study and Vision Team both will be 
exciting, fun and teaming with possibilities while keeping our plates and schedules full, no doubt. 
 
I pray all is well for all of you! We are on an adventure!! 
  
God’s blessings to all! 
Pastor Ken 

 

 

 
 
The Congregational Life and Ministry Committee sponsored a tour of DeFries Gardens 
River Preserve County Park on Wednesday, May 11, 2022.   Church members and 
guests were delighted with the tour led by Jon Cutrell and Theresa Klein of the Elkhart County 
Park Department.   The 13 acre parcel was donated to the Elkhart County Park Department by 
Beth DeFries.   Mr. Cutrell and Mrs. DeFries designed the calendar gardens as well as the four 
pavilions representing the four seasons on the property.  Many of the materials used for the 
buildings were repurposed from other locations in the Goshen area.  Mrs. DeFries is deceased, 
but Mr. Cutrell shared many stories on how they worked together to design the beautiful Garden. 
It was a project that was obviously a labor of love for nature and the environment.     
 If you have never visited the park, we encourage you to do so.  It was a lovely experience 
shared by all who attended.   
 
Committee members: Karen Wellington, Jean Potter, Jan Caton and Laurie Lord 
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* * SESSION NOTES * * 

 
Your Session met in person for a called meeting on Tuesday morning, April 19, 2022 for our 
regular monthly meeting, and during the meeting the Elders: 

Received a wonderful inspiration from our Moderator Rev. Ken Weaver about baptism and 
the golden rule. 

Received the Financial Report for April from Treasurer Wayne Kramer. 
Finance and Buildings & Grounds Committees will begin researching bids for painting of the 

outside of the Sanctuary building and steeple.  A bid was received from Christman Paint-
ing from Mishawaka.  We have requested a bid from Phoenix International from Ohio 
who did the steeple work in 2005. 

Received the May report from the Deacons. 
The Lighthouse Baptist Church will have its first service on Sunday, May 22. 
Received the updated Post Pandemic Protocols from May 11, 2022. 
Received reports from all committees. 
-Buildings and Grounds – list of on-going projects was prioritized. 
-Christian Education – plans for Sunday, May 1, Children’s program.   

Vacation Bible Study (VBS) will be held June 2 – July 14 every other week. 
-Congregational Life and Ministry – The tour of DeFries Garden in New Paris on  

Wednesday, May 11, was very interesting.  Looking forward to worshiping with the  
LaGrange church in Goshen on Sunday, June 26. 
-Marketing and Outreach – next meeting will be June 6. 
-Mission – Marcia Yost will Chair this committee. 
-Worship – plans for May and June. 

Received a Transition update from Pastor Ken.  During the months of May and June we are 
working on Dreaming our Future and Articulating Our Vision.  Begin selecting a Visioning 
Team. 

Work will begin on a policy for Sunday morning security and procedures. 
Pastor Ken closed our meeting in prayer. 

   Next Session meeting will be Tuesday, June 21, 2022 in-person meeting. 
 

Marie Palacios, Clerk of Session 
 

Christian Education 
“With change, comes change.”   Susan Hepler Long (CE Director) 
The greatest most glorious change is!  We now have a Children’s/Youth program! We have 

kids in the church.  
 

 Summer Schedule and VBS are a bit different format this year. A calendar is avail-
able for the entire summer, if you would like one. Contact shyoder52@aol.com or the 
church office. 

VBS Summer Schedule begins June 2 with VBS. (5:30 to 7:30).  This is the first 
meeting of four, meeting alternating weeks through July 24. 
 VBS Dates: @ 5:30 pm— June 2, June 16, June 30 and July 14…. and 

 July 31 VBS Kids will present in the morning service. Kids ages K through  
grade 6… 

 
Preregister ends May 31 (registration form is on our website or stop by the office). As al-
ways, this is our desired schedule; we know changes can cause the rearrangement of 

dates and events.  
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The Palacios Scholarship 

2022 

Each year the Palacios scholarship is provided for students as they finish high 
school or are attending college or technical school.  This scholarship is available  
to students who are regular church participants, who have effectively met         
requirements at their school or are meeting them, and have shown a desire to 
complete school requirements.  

 
This applies to a 4-year University program (especially the 4 major universities) 
Ball State, Indiana State, Indiana University, or Purdue University. 
 
Or A regional campus such as IUSB or IUPUI Fort Wayne, etc. 

Or Two- or four-year technical or trade school. 

You must be on a career path. 

Timetable for application: 
By June 1, 2022 write a letter to Donna and Marie Palacios detailing your      

desire to apply for the scholarship. 
Receive the application form and return it to Donna and Marie Palacios by        

July 1, 2022. 
Possibly meet with members of the scholarship committee by July 10, 2022. 
Final selection will be made no later than July 20, 2022. 
 

Thank you, 
Donna and Marie Palacios 

  

 
Junior Church/Family Worship will alternate beginning Sunday, June 5 through 

August 28. The Worship Committee and Christian Education Committee consid-
ered trying something different for the Summer months at FPC. This is how it 
looks:  

 Junior Church Sundays the children/youth begin in the sanctuary. After Les-
sons for Littles the youth go with Mrs. Long to the lower level for their Bible les-

sons. First, Third and Fifth Sundays. 
 Family Worship Sundays the children/youth will stay in the service for the 
entire time. These Sundays are the 2nd and 4th Sundays. Pastor Ken is here those 

weeks and Holy Communion occurs on the 2nd Sunday.  
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High School Graduates 
 Maeve Bergan, daughter of George and Kimberly (Sorg) Bergan and grand-

daughter of John and Linda Sorg is a graduate of Edgewood High School, El-
lettsville, IN, graduating with honors on Saturday, June 4, 2022.  Maeve will be at-
tending IUPUI (Indianapolis) in the Honors College to study Nursing.  Maeve has 
received the IUPUI Chancellor’s Scholarship, the Jesse & Beulah Cox Scholarship 
and The Dollars for Scholars Scholarship.  In high school, Maeve participated in 
Cross Country, Soccer and Show Choir. 

 
 Landon Sorg, son of Darin and Rachael Sorg and grandson of John and Linda 

Sorg is a graduate of Nor thr idge High School graduating with honors on Sun-
day, May 29, 2022.  In the fall Landon will be attending Indiana University, Bloom-
ington, as a direct admit to The Kelly School of Business.  He is also a recipient of 
an IU scholarship. In high school he played basketball and is presently on the golf 
team. As a member of the 4-H Swine Club, Landon has cared for his pigs prior to 
the Elkhart County Fair and looking forward to this year’s fair to show his pigs 
again. 
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The Parables of Jesus:  Ever Present, Ever New . . . Youth Sunday, May 1.   
Photo bottom right:  Scarlett and Magnus Eberly 



 

7      FIRST WORD  JUNE 2022 

 

WOW: Women of Worship will continue to meet through the summer months. We are 
studying and discussing Ruth and moving onto Bathsheba. Our source is Francine River’s 

book, The Lineage of Grace…. The 3rd Thursday of each month, June 16, @ 9:30 am in 
Hardie Hall. If nursery care is ever needed, please contact the office or Susan Hepler Long: 

shyoder52@aol.com 

 

Christian Education Committee: anyone is welcome to join. We would love to have you 
share God’s plan for our church to grow in our knowledge of the Trinity. 
   
 
The Congregational Care Committee has worked together  to see to the needs for  our  church  
congregation at the present time and will continue to assess moving forward.  The committee is made  
up of two elders (Marcia Yost and Karen Wellington) and two deacons (Gretchen Wise and Jenny  
Jenkins), and Lucy Rupe as a pastoral consultant. 
  
An after hours “on-call” cell phone has been set up to facilitate emergency congregational care.  The  
number is 574-238-2912.  Please call this number  if you have an immediate need that cannot wait  
for the office to be open. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Office hours for Christian Education Director, Susan Hepler  Long (shyoder52@aol.com) 

Monday 9:00 am – 12:00 noon 
Tuesday 5:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Thursday 9:00 am – 12:00 noon 
Sunday 9:30 am – 12:00 noon 

 
The PCUSA General Assembly offers several special giving opportunities: 
 
April 18 to June 5:   Pentecost Offering for Children at Risk and Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
 
September 4 through October 2:  Peace and Global Witness Offering which supports peace here and abroad. 
 
November 17 through December 18:  Christmas Joy Offering supports Retired Ministers and Others and as-
sists students in Presbyterian related colleges and universities.   
 
Another Program offered is the YAV program in which Youth volunteer for one or more years of service at a 
National or International location.  Youth 18 through 30 are trained to go to sites living with families in US 
locations or abroad.   
 
Other Giving Opportunities may be found in the Presbyterian Giving Catalog. 
 
Materials are available on the table outside the office. 
 

Office hours  
Monday and Thursday  
 9:00 am—4:00 pm 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
 9:00 am—12:00 noon 
Closed Friday 

Mark Your Calendar . . .  

Church Picnic at Fidler’s 
Pond—Sunday, August 28.  

Details to be announced.   

mailto:shyoder52@aol.com
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L-to-R   Josh and  
Lucas Ganger  

  L-to-R   The Wellingtons—Pi, Karen, Miriam, Wynn and Mia 
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L-to-R   The 
Yacks—Adelaide, 
Eloise, Allison, and 
Walter 

L-to-R  Tiffany and 
Nora Neff 
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Griefshare—Meets on Tuesdays, 7:00 pm, in Hardie Hall.  New session begins June 7  
Griefshare is a Christ centered grief support recovery group. It's meant for anyone who has lost a spouse,  
parent, child or other loved one. The thirteen-week program is focused on helping individuals learn how to 
understand grief and move forward again. Griefshare groups meet weekly to help participants face challenges 
and rebuild their lives.  Each Griefshare session has three distinct elements: 
                       
                   (1) A video seminar with experts on grief and recovery. The videos, which last between 30 and  
   40 minutes, can be viewed as a group or individually. 
        (2) Support Group Discussion which is based on the video. 
                   (3) Workbook Based Personal Study and Reflection. 
 
Participants can join the group at any time.  If a session is missed, it can be made up during the next 13 week 
cycle.  The Griefshare series lasts approximately two hours per session.  I will be facilitating the groups with 
assistance from Pastor Ken and Susan Hepler Long. 
 
If you know anyone who would benefit from these groups, please let them know. It doesn't matter if your loss 
was recent or several years ago, all are welcome. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you 
for your help in this new ministry.  Jenny Holbrook, 202-1110 
 
 
Per Capita is an annual per  member  fee a congregation pays to their  area Presbytery, Synod and Gen-
eral Assembly to support our denomination's work in mission, evangelism, education and administration. 
There is a designated amount per member.   In 2022, the amount per member is the same as last year—
$42.03.  There is a line item for Per Capita on the church’s offering envelope.   
  It would be of immense help to this congregation and our operations budget to please pay your annual 
membership fee as soon as possible.  There are some in our congregation for whom paying per capita is diffi-
cult.  If you are able to contribute per capita for those who might not be able to pay, your generosity would be 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you to those who have already paid their per capita, and those who have also giv-
en an extra portion.  The total amount due is paid whether or not each member contributes their individual 
amount.  If you would like offering envelopes for 2022, please contact the church office (533-7845).    
 

 

 

Rose Sunday on June 12  If  you have a family member or know of someone 
who is graduating from high school, college or university, please let the office 
know so the church family can celebrate with you on June 12.  A photo would be 
great, too! 

 

 FPC is grateful to currently have all volunteer receptionist shifts filled. The service of the current 
volunteers make it possible for the staff to effectively attend to their responsibilities without constant inter-
ruption.  
 We are seeking individuals to serve as substitute receptionists when regular volunteers are ill or 
traveling. The morning shift is 9:00 am-12:00 noon (Monday through Thursday). The afternoon shift is 
12:30-4:00 pm (Monday and Thursday).  
 The primary duties are to greet visitors, answer the phone, distribute food pantry bags, assist with 
on-going projects, and proofread.  Subs serve on an as needed basis as their schedule allows. If interested, 
please contact Jeannie Hickman (jhickman46528@comcast.net).    
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6/7 Lorelei Apel  1422 Greencroft Drive, Goshen 46528    

6/12 John Sorg  817 South 7th Street, Goshen 46526   

6/14 Dennis Huff  1710 Rainbow Bend Boulevard, Elkhart 46514    

6/18 Roman Rangel  2521 Riverview Place, Elkhart 46516    

6/19 Marie Work  1725 Juniper Place, #315, Goshen 46526   

6/22 Chris Stout  70911 Tecumseh Drive, Nappanee 46550    

6/24 Jim Wellington  116 West Washington, Goshen 46526    

6/26 Josie (Caton) McCabe 2575 Curly Bear Road, Unit 133,  

    STE 161294, Big Sky, MT 59716     

6/26 Mia Wellington  1126 West Washington, Goshen 46526     

6/28 Mary Lou Hetler 1401 Winsted Drive, Goshen 46526    

   
 
  
         

  

6/13 Herb and Lorelei Apel  1422 Greencroft Drive, Goshen    58 years 

6/15 Tom and Chris Stout   70911 Tecumseh Drive, Nappanee 46550   38 years 

6/20 Jay and Marilyn Morris   725 Juniper Place, Apt. 302, Goshen  46526    68 years 

6/23 Larry and Christine Winkler   416 East Medusa Street, Syracuse 4656  60 years 

6/29 Ian and Colleen Hooley 1109 Cambridge Drive, Goshen 46528     3 years 

Please keep in your prayers:    Our Armed Forces and their Families; the people of Ukraine; 

Donna Schrock; Jesse Kehr; Marcia Yost;  Jean Wallace; Jan Caton; Vickie Cortes (Bruni Clau-

dio’s granddaughter);  Marilyn Hay; Joe Muir (Betsy Kastro’s brother); Lorelei Apel; David 

Pepple; Dick Craig; Helen and Don Myers; Dave Wallace; Doris Shank; Dennis Huff; Bob Schlo-

bohm; Ernie Jenkins and son Grant (Jenny Jenkins’ son and grandson in OH); Martha Hepler; 

Brad Gilmore (Jenny Albert’s brother); Julie McCally; Tina Cork (David Pepple’s niece) 

  The Goshen families of the victims and those injured in the Saturday, May 21,  

 shooting. 

  
 

June Birthdays 

June Anniversaries 

   

Giving to the Church 
 
In these difficult times we ask you to 
continue giving to the church if at all 
possible.  We recognize some families 
might not be able to do so.  We under-
stand!    If you are able to give there are 
two ways to do so:   
 
1)  Mail a check to the church at 215 E. 
Lincoln, Goshen IN 46528 
 
2. Give online through our website at https://www.discoverfirstchurch.org/donate. You can share a one 
time gift or set up a recurring gift.   
 

https://www.discoverfirstchurch.org/donate
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Church Website:   www.discoverfirstchurch.org 
Facebook:  First Presbyterian Church Goshen IN 

       Church email:  First Presbyterian (fpcgoshen46528@gmail.com) 
 
 

Transitional Pastor:  weaverk2434@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  wkramer46528@comcast.net 
Secretary:   jhickman46528@comcast.net 

Christian Education Director:  shyoder52@aol.com 
Phone:  (574) 533-7845; fax (574) 533-4864 

 
    Office Hours: 
  Monday and Thursday 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
  Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 am-12:00 noon 
  Closed Friday 

   

  

 
 

        Church Staff: 
Transitional Pastor:  Rev. Ken Weaver 
Treasurer:    Wayne Kramer 
Secretary:    Jeannie Hickman 
Director of Music:    Marcia Yost 
Organist:   Marilyn Mason   
Christian Education Director: Susan Hepler Long  
Organist Emeritus:  Dennis Huff 
Usher Emeritus:  Miriam Wellington 
Deacon Emeritus:  Jean Wallace 
Custodian:    Betty Barber  
Nursery Attendant:    Scarlet Eberly or Brenna Yoder 
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