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That’s a phrase we hear often. Speaking the truth in love. Maybe it’s
just me but whenever I hear someone say that, they almost never (in
my estimation) are truly speaking out of love. Or if it is love, it is an
abstract sort of love. “Because I love humankind, I’m saying this…”;
“Because I love my country, I’m saying this…”.
I’m not suggesting we can’t speak abstractly. But on the other hand, let’s
not kid ourselves about the difference between that sort of abstract love
and God’s love. We are of course very imperfect in the ways we embody
God’s love. But that doesn’t mean we can’t have some self awareness
about what we are doing, or not doing.
If I make a pronouncement that I think is speaking the truth in love, I
need to be careful. I may be treating those to whom I am speaking as
stereotypes or caricatures and not as real people. Anytime I start s
peaking about or to “the gays”, “the Democrats”, “the Muslims”, “the
Christians”, or any other group, it is impossible not to speak to stereotypes. At least for me that is the case. Additionally if I feel the need to
speak the truth in love to someone whom I have just met I am treating
that person as a stereotype and not as an actual person. And I have to ask
myself, am I really speaking out of love?
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It is, I suppose, love of a sort. It is a love that says, I know better than
you and because I “love” you, I want to be sure your behavior/thoughts/
actions are correct. It’s a top down sort of love. There is judgment in
that statement, whether intended or not. It is a love that often doesn’t do a very good job is listening, truly
listening to others.
It is better to speak out of a humble, self giving love, you know, more like Jesus. When Jesus speaks to the
rich young ruler (Mark 10:17-31), he speaks tough words, but he speaks them out of love and he speaks them
to an individual. Jesus does speak hard words to groups of people, but they are groups he is in ongoing dialog
with.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

I’m not sure that any one of us can truly speak the truth in love unless we are in an actual relationship with
the other person. My sense is that speaking the truth in love cannot be spoken by one person to a group.
Speaking the truth in love can happen within a group but not to a group. I can speak the truth in love to my
church because I know it. If I try to speak the truth in love to your church, I’d better be careful and do some
serious thinking about my motives; I may not be as loving as I think I am. I may just want to tell people
what to do and how to behave, thinking that I have the corner on truth.
Truth for Christians is not a set of behaviors. It is not a set of rules. It is not judgmental. Truth for Christians is a person — Jesus. Before we begin to “speak the truth in love”, perhaps we ought to ask ourselves,
is it true, true like Jesus?
Grace and Peace,
Alan

Reopening Our Church Building
The Session recently made two unanimous decisions:
First, the Session has voted that we will not gather for in
person worship until at least August 2nd. We will only
consider opening when Elkhart County has a declining
number of new coronavirus cases for 2 weeks.
Second, the Session has adopted a set of guidelines for
when we can reopen. These guidelines wer e cr eated
after studying many different sets of recommendations
provided by our Presbytery and other church leaders and medical experts around the country. We feel these
are the appropriate steps for reopening our congregation for in person worship. The guidelines are being
sent out in a letter mailed June 30. We would love to hear from members of the congregation concerning
your impressions of these guidelines.

Online Worship
As you know, we have had to move to online worship during the Coronavirus pandemic. Our services are
posted on our church website at www.discoverfirstchurch.org/worship/online-worship
The services are posted in advance and can be watched at any time. The most current service is
always at the top of the page. If you have suggestions for our online worship, please contact the pastor.
We are learning as we go.
If you don’t have internet access Alan is happy to make DVD s of the services for your use. Just
call the church office and leave a message.
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Insurance Claims Update
As you know, the church suffered serious damage from two weather related incidents last year in January
and July. The most damaging was the hail storm that occurred in July. Our insurance through
Brotherhood Mutual approved loss claims of $311,686.03 for interior damage to Westminster walls and
ceiling, replacement of all flat roof surfaces, all shingle roof surfaces, slate tile replacements on the
church steeple, and damage to all five HVAC units on the roof. This work was completed before the end
of June. Insurance will cover all costs except for a $750 deductible.
OUR GIVING: May 31, 2020
Operating Income Year-to-Date

$81,813.32
81,943.69

Operating Expenses Year-to-Date
Difference:
Income needed for May Operating Budget
Money Given for May Operating Budget
Difference:
Annual Per Capita Owed by Membership
Per Capita Collected from Membership Y-T-D

Difference:

(130.37)
$17,908.00
14,946.82
(2,961.18)
$4,578.00
1,156.00

(3,422.00)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wayne Kramer, Treasurer / wkramer46528@comcast.net

Giving to the Church
In these difficult times we ask you to
continue giving to the church if at all
possible. We recognize some families might not be able to do so. We
understand! If you are able to give
there are two ways to do so:
1) Mail a check to the church at 215 E. Lincoln, Goshen IN 46528
2. Give online through our website at https://www.discoverfirstchurch.org/donate. You can share a one
time gift or set up a recurring gift.
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A 16th Century Story That's Instructive
For Our 21st Century Pandemic
In 1527, the Black Death plague raged throughout Germany. In Wittenberg, Pastor Martin Luther gave
comfort to the sick. Many wondered what Christians should do. “Is it acceptable,” they asked Pastor
Luther, “for a person of faith to flee this deadly plague?”
In a time long before the term “distancing” would become part of daily vocabulary, here is what Luther
wrote in response:
I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order
not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death
as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have
done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the
death of others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go
freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.
Be safe. Be calm. Be patient. Be gracious. Be well.
Pandemic by Lynn Ungar
What if you thought of it
as the Jews consider the Sabbath —
The most sacred of times?
Cease from travel.
Cease from buying and selling.
Give up, just for now,
on trying to make the world
different than it is.
Sing. Pray. Touch only those
to whom you commit your life.
Center down.
And when your body has become still,
reach out with your heart.
Know that we are connected
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful.
(You could hardly deny it now.)
Know that our lives are in one another’s hands
(Surely, that has come clear.)
Do not reach out your hands.
Reach out your heart.
Reach out your words.
Reach out all the tendrils
of compassion that move, invisibly,
where we cannot touch.
Promise this world your love —
for better or for worse,
in sickness and in health,
so long as we all shall live.
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2020 High School Graduate: Mia Wellington
Mia Wellington, daughter of Jim and Karen Wellington
and great granddaughter of Miriam Wellington, is
graduating from Northwood High School on July 17,
2020. Mia is an excellent student earning an academic
scholarship to Huntington University this fall. She also
participated in cross country and track and this display
of athleticism earned her an additional athletic scholarship for Huntington. Mia has participated, along with
her younger sister Wynn, in many hippology (study of
horses) competitions. The girls and their team have
won multiple statewide competition as well as national
competitions. Along with her talents as a horseback
rider, Mia has also been a sailing instructor for Junior
Sailing Camp on Fidler Pond. She worked for her
father at Wellington & Weddell Eye Care. She enjoys
adventure, croquet, card games, dancing, and camping
with her family. Mia is a hard worker and doesn’t
complain. She is kind and has a beautiful heart. Mia
also has a younger brother, Pi. Mia plans to study
nursing with an interest in women’s health. (116 West
Washington, Goshen 46526)

Congratulations: Josie Caton and Doug McCabe, who were married on Saturday, July 4,
in Big Sky, Montana. More information will be in the August First Word.

Per Capita is an annual per member fee a congregation pays to their area P resbytery, Synod and General Assembly to support our denomination's work in mission, evangelism, education and administration. There is a designated amount per member. In 2020,
the amount is $42.00. There is a line item for P er Capita on the church ’s offering
envelope.
It would be of immense help to this congregation and our operations budget to please
pay your annual membership fee as soon as possible. There are some in our congregation
for whom paying per capita is difficult; if you are able to contribute per capita for those who
might not be able to pay, your generosity would be greatly appreciated. Thank you to those
who have already paid their per capita, and those who have also given an extra portion.
The total amount due is paid whether or not each member contributes their individual
amount.
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July Birthdays
7/ 1 Grier Gentry
7/ 3 Joe Dervin
7/ 3 Chris Hole
7/ 7 Brunnie Cortes
7/10 Carissa Gentry
7/11 Virgil Snyder, Jr.
7/10 Carole Ulmer
7/14 Charlotte Hurley
7/15 Mike Kastro
7/16 Tom Drummond
7/16 David Pepple
7/17 Alexander David Ganger
7/18 Natalie Miller
7/19 Walter Gerald Yacks
7/21 Robert Holbrook
7/21 Amy Holbrook
7/22 Tom Kintigh
7/22 Wynn Wellington
7/27 Natalie Cortes
7/28 Karen Wellington
7/30 Terri Deahl
7/30 Miriam Wellington (turns 102)
(1300 Greencroft Drive, Apt. 241; Goshen 46526)

July Anniversaries
7/7
7/12
7/17
7/17

Eliot and Kellie Tracz
Virgil and Merry Dee Snyder, Jr.
Ray and Terri Deahl
Christopher and Beth Griffin

(8 years)
(52 years)
(27 years)
(10 years)

Please keep in your prayers: Amy Cole; Virgil Snyder, Jr.; Adelaide Yacks (middle daughter of Allison and Krys); Carol Manahan; our Armed Forces and their Families; Janice Schult
in Freeport, IL (Jackie Kramer’s sister); Tom Kintigh; Dave Wallace; Doris Shank; Dennis
Huff; Bob Schlobohm; Ernie Jenkins and son Grant (Jenny Jenkins’ son and grandson in OH);
Martha Hepler; Tomi Griesenauer (Jenny Paetsch’s mother); Don Myers (Helen’s husband);
Brad Gilmore (Jenny Albert’s brother); Julie McCally; Tina Cork (David Pepple’s niece)

Independence Day (colloquially the Fourth of July or July 4th) is a federal
holiday in the United States commemorating the Declaration of Independence of
the United States, on July 4, 1776. The Continental Congress declared that
the thirteen American colonies were no longer subject (and subordinate) to
the monarch of Britain, King George III, and were now united, free, and independent states. The Congress had voted to declare independence two days earlier, on
July 2, but it was not declared until July 4.
Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics,
concerts, baseball games, family reunions, political speeches, and ceremonies, in addition to various
other public and private events celebrating the history, government, and traditions of the United
States.
Independence Day is the national day of the United States.
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Online worship service will be posted at
www.discoverfirstchurch.org/worship/online-worship

8:00 am-10:30 am Feeding the Homeless

26

Online worship service will be posted at
www.discoverfirstchurch.org/worship/online-worship

8:00 am-10:30 am Feeding the Homeless

19

Online worship service will be posted at
www.discoverfirstchurch.org/worship/online-worship

8:00 am-10:30 am Feeding the Homeless

12

Online Communion worship service will be posted at
www.discoverfirstchurch.org/worship/online-worship

8:00 am-10:30 am Feeding the Homeless
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1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

7

8

9

10

Pray for safety for front-line COVID-19 workers and those charged
with protecting our cities.

Tuesday

15

16

17

Newsletter Deadline

22

23

24

28

29

30

25

18

11

4 Independence
Day

Saturday

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
9:00 am – 12:00 noon
Tuesday and Thursday
12:00 noon – 4:00 pm

Temporary Office Hours:

31

As the political season goes into overdrive, pray that we might find ways of
respecting the political views of others.

10:30 am Session
(via ZOOM)

21

Pray for a willingness to confront the division in our country. Pray for
opportunities for the grievances of those of color to be addressed.

14

Pray for national, state and city leaders in this time of difficulty.

27 Pastor’s Day Off

20 Pastor’s Day Off

13 Pastor’s Day Off

Pray for people affected by COVID-19 and those that are infected with the virus or
those facing quarantine; for the medical professionals, caregivers and researchers.

6 Pastor’s Day Off

Monday
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8

FIRST WORD

9:00 am-12:00 noon
12:00 noon-4:00 pm

Alan Griffin
Jeannie Hickman
Marcia Yost
Marilyn Mason
Dennis Huff
Wayne Kramer
Miriam Wellington
Betty Barber
Meleah Wenger
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