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  First Word 
   News and Events of FPC 

         
Happy Thanksgiving! Merry Christmas!  

Happy New Year! 
 
Happy. Merry. Happy. New. Often used and very appropriate words 
for our season of celebrations. They are words that fit all the seasons 
of our lives, as we pause and reflect on another year.  We are made 
for joy and rejoicing. No matter the immediate challenges facing us, 
a few basic realities keep us focused on this season: 
 
 God created and is continually creating the earth in an unfathom-
able universe, offering us life within this amazing world. What could 
give us reason to be happier? 
 
 God came to be with us, to live with us, and share Divine Glory 
everywhere in our lives. Who could have even imagined that but our 
loving Creator? 
 
 God leading each one of us to a hope-filled and secure future  
under the care of Jesus Christ our King - in this wonderful world and 
in the Kingdom of Heaven:  beyond imagination but coming to us. 
 
Good reasons to feel Happy. Merry. Happy. And New. Thomas   
Traherne, a 17th century Anglican priest, theologian, and poet       
declared: “Your enjoyment of the world is never right till every 
morning you awake in heaven… You never enjoy the world aright 
till you are clothed with the heavens and crowned with the stars…, 
till you can sing and rejoice and delight in God.” 
 
Is not that what we are doing? Is not that what we are celebrating? Is 
not that what we are becoming and realizing as we celebrate?   
  
 “God-With-Us.” 
 “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                                                                                  
 “Joy to the World”                                                                                                                            
 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                                                                                                                     
 “O Holy Night”       

                             
    (continued on page two) 
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(continued from page one) 
  

I am joyful. I can’t help but be when I stop and take life in. Despite its challenges and struggles, we are alive 
and God is with us.  Night is followed by day. Light is always shining. It is ours to see. Christ is with us in 
all the seasons of our lives. As we lean on each other and take in the Divine Presence around us, may we 
each know how we are blessed and find our way through this world happily, merrily, and with hope for the 
newness of each and every day - including everyone in our community, growing and evolving our faith,   
engaging each other and our community, and meeting our needs as we go, and cleaning up after ourselves.                      
 
Especially as we celebrate this Christmas and New Year, I am grateful for the opportunity to be your Pastor, 
again walking together the steps to the manger and beyond on our continuing journey of discovering God-
with-us in happy, merry and (re)new(ed) ways. I hope we all enjoy our refreshed building, work together to 
plan a great New Year of adventures, and be prepared to find God-with-us in new and surprising ways and 
places. 
 

“I thank God every time I think of you, and I pray with joy every time I pray for you, because of  
your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the One who  
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” Phil. 1:3-5 

 
In this season of celebration; be happy, merry, and new. God is with you!                           
Pastor Ken 
 

 

* * SESSION NOTES * * 

 

Your Session met in person for a called meeting on Tuesday morning, November 21, 2023, the regular 
monthly meeting, and during the meeting the Elders: 
     Received an inspiration from our Moderator Rev. Ken Weaver. 
     Accepted the Financial Report for October from Assistant Treasurer Karen Wellington. 
     Received reports from all committees. 

-Buildings and Grounds – The Saturday, November 4, Work Day, was very successful.  
-Christian Education - Pastor’s Bible Study – “How the Bible Informs Earthly Life: The End, the  
Middle, and the Beginning”- will meet on Monday, December 11, 4:30 p.m., then again in January 
on the 2nd and 4th Mondays.  
-Congregational Life and Ministry – The Hospitality Table is available on Sundays.  
-Finance – continues to meet monthly with our Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer.  The 2024  
Stewardship Campaign is proceeding. 
-Marketing and Outreach – Several new items have been posted on our website. 
-Mission Committee –On Sunday, November 12, after church, many families gathered to pack 75 
shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child. All enjoyed a great luncheon of soup 
and sandwiches. 
-Personnel Committee – Staff reviews have taken place.   
-Worship – Plans are completed for the Christmas season.  
-A reminder the Covid pandemic is over, Covid is not. 
-Session voted to renew Pastor Ken’s Transitional contract for the last six months, December 1, 
2023 – June 1, 2024.  
 

Pastor Ken closed our meeting in prayer. 

Next Session meeting will be on Tuesday, December 19. 
 

Marie Palacios, Clerk of Session 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 - FOOD PANTRY DAY:  Plan to bring your pack-
aged goods or to make a financial contribution to the Food Pantry.  A special 
gifting will be purchased for the food pantry bags to celebrate the birth of 
Christ, including a treat for each family.  Suggestions for the Pantry:  spaghetti 
sauce and spaghetti noodles; canned meat (beef, tuna, or chicken); cereal; 
soup; canned vegetables; toilet paper. 

 You can use the red wagon in Hardie Hall to drop off your packaged   
  goods.  Let’s fill that ‘little red wagon to overflowing’. 
 
 
FOUNDATION CHRISTMAS GIVING 2023 
Every year at Christmas time, the Foundation distributes checks to those who sign up. The goal of 
this program is for a church member to share the gift of giving to others by fulfilling a need or want 
of a local family, neighbor, or any person in our community. We ask that these funds be directly 
given for the benefit of a family or individual and not to an organized charity. 
 The Foundation will provide a check and you can use the funds to help fulfill the personal 
mission of giving at Christmas. We are planning to have those checks available to members the 
first week of December. The amount of the checks will depend on the number of members that 
sign up to participate but is typically around $300. 
 Depending on your comfort level, some members have watched for people who appear to 
need a hand at the grocery store and have paid for their groceries. In other cases, members have 
been a secret Santa to a neighbor or someone they know to have a need. The Foundation does not 
ask for a report on your giving; instead, we trust our members will follow their hearts to provide 
the mission of giving - But we would love it if you are comfortable sharing your experience with the 
Foundation.  (The sign-up sheet is on a table outside of the office.) 

 

 
 

 

 

First Word covers both December 2023 and January 2024, with a possible update mid-January. 
Birthdays and anniversaries are included for December and January, as well as highlights of events 
in January.  The January calendar will be distributed the latter part of December or early January at 
FPC and via Flocknote.     

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY – “How the Bible Informs Earthly Life:  The End, the Middle, and the Begin-
ning”   began Monday, October 23, 4:30 pm.  It will meet on the  2nd and 4th Mondays.  (Next session is 
Monday, November 27, then December 11.) 

THANK  YOU to those that served First Presbyterian Church last year:   

Elders, Class of 2023  Susan Hepler Long, Cathie Cripe Pepple, Marcia Yost 
Deacons, Class of 2023 Jackie Kramer, Shirley Snyder /Jenny Jenkins, Gretchen Wise 
Foundation, Cass of 2023 Judi Sorg, Linda Sorg 
Nominating Committee Ashley Ganger/Allison Yacks, Jeanne Potter, Virgil Snyder, Jr.,  
     Karen Wellington, Cathy Wray, Krys Yacks 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION—Sunday, October 22—Election of Officers 

Elders, Class of 2026   Susan Hepler Long and Marcia Yost 
Deacons, Class of 2026  Jackie Kramer, Shirley Snyder 
Foundation, Class of 2024  Jim Wray 
Foundation, Class of 2026  Jan Caton, Cathie Cripe Pepple 
Nominating Committee (2024)   Ken Mirer, Donna Palacios, Linda Sorg, John Ulmer  
 
Ordination and Installation of 2026 Officers will take place on Sunday, December 24. 
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP:  The next 10-week series begins on Tuesday, January 
9. 2024, 7:00-8:30 pm in the Library, and will continue on Tuesdays.     
 “Understanding Your Grief” is based on Dr. Wolfelt’s Ten Touchstones - basic principles to learn and    
actions to take to help you engage with your grief and create momentum toward healing. If you are grieving a death 
recently or longer ago, this bestseller book and support group will help guide you as you journey through the      
wilderness of your unique grief.   
 No need to pre-register and there is no cost.  Sessions are open to the public.  Attendance at every session is 
not required.  You can join at any time.  If this is of interest to you, please join us as you can.   The church’s phone 
is 574/533-7845. 
 The Group’s Leadership Team:  

 Jenny Holbrook: Administrator         iujenny81@gmail.com 
 Susan Hepler Long:  Christian Education      shyoder52@aol.com 
 Pastor Ken Weaver, LCSW, LCAC:  28-year Hospice Chaplain     weaverk2434@gmail.com 

  

Understanding Your Grief – Ten Essential Touchstones for Finding Hope and Healing Your Heart – by Dr. Alan 
Wolfelt, who is recognized as one of North America’s leading death educators and grief counselors.  His books 
have sold more than a million copies worldwide and have been translated into many languages.  Founder of the 
Center for Loss and Life Transition, he is known for his compassionate messages of hope and healing as well as his 
companioning philosophy of grief care. 

  
 

 

WOMEN OF WORSHIP:  From Daughters to Disciples is the new study.  Our  regular  meeting is the 
third Wednesday of the month.  Our  next meeting is Wednesday, January 17,  9:30 am in the Kitchen 
Conference Room.  Anyone is welcome to join at any time.                                                

Friday, December 1: The Cr imsonaires Chr istmas Concer t —6:30 and repeated at 7:30 pm.  
Light refreshments 
 
Saturday, December 2:  Decorating the church for  Chr istmas, 10:00 am—all ages invited. 
 
Sunday, December 17:  Children’s Program and Chancel Choir Christmas Program during Worship 
 
Christmas Eve:  Candlelight Service at 7:30 pm 
 
Mitten Tree:  For  many years, our  congregation has suppor ted the ministry of the Walnut Hill Day 
Care by collecting  mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and socks for needy children.  This project takes place  
through mid-December, with donated items distributed prior to Christmas. 
 Please share some of your blessings with those in need.  The small wooden Mitten Trees are in Hardie 
Hall.  You may clip your unwrapped gifts of mittens, gloves, socks, etc., to the tree. 
 
Christmas Day Dinner 
We welcome everyone for an in-person meal on Christmas Day (Monday, December 25th).  The meal will be 
served from 1:00-2:00 pm.  Carry-out will be available on that day.  After December 4, you’re invited to call 
the church to order a meal for delivery or drive-through carry-out (574-533-7845).  This year, the menu is 
ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, romaine lettuce salad dressed with cranberries and candied 
walnuts; apple or pumpkin pie.  
 
Multiple volunteer opportunities are available where entire families can participate together; other areas 
where just one, two, or three are needed . . . If you are interested in volunteering, please call Karen Welling-
ton (574-849-0195). 
 

Fully cooked apple or pumpkin pies are needed.  A sign-up sheet will be available on Monday, December 4, 
on a table outside of the office.  

mailto:iujenny81@gmail.com
mailto:shyoder52@aol.com
mailto:weaverk2434@gmail.com
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PACK A SHOE BOX LUNCH—On Sunday, November 12, 75 Christmas Shoe Boxes, from Samaritan’s Purse, 
were packed in Hardie Hall.  The gift-filled shoe boxes, given in Jesus’ Name, will go to transform a child, a 
family, and community.   To everyone who participated, THANK YOU!!  
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In the Office for you to check out, or look at over a cup of coffee in the Library:   

 Camp  Kosciusko (Judith M. Williams, Apr il 27, 2015) - Information about                                               
“Camp Kosci” (Lake Winona) with history, description plus . . . Look for the                                                      
purple cover. 

 Loaves & Fishes—Feeding of the Multitudes—a compilation of recipes                                                   
from Harriet Cregier of meals served at FPC. . . Look for the blue cover. 

 

If you have one or both of the following, thanks for letting the office know who you are. 

 Stories from the Wars—World War II—from Members of the First Presbyterian Church.  First-hand   
accounts from those serving, as well as from spouses at home. 

 The History of First Presbyterian Church of Goshen, IN—1852—_____, compiled by John Henry 
Yoder. Large black binder.         

THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING:  Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes 
to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  God has blessed the Church with in-
credible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities 
as well. This Offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership 
development for communities of color, and providing support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of 
need. 
  The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering 
distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges equipping communities of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial support to 
church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and leadership 
development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 
140 years. 
  By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to 
current and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.    
 Although giving is officially December 3-24, the Christmas Joy offering will be taken at First Presbyteri-
an Church Goshen on Sunday, December 17.   Giving envelopes will be available on December 10 and 17 on 
each pew.  After December 17, envelopes will be available on the table (to your left) as  you enter the Sanctuary, 
or on line at pcusa.org/give/christmasjoy 
 

  Our Mission is . . .  
 
ABUNDANT LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST FOR EVERYONE. 
 
We commit to God and one another by  
• Reaching UP - to worship God 
 Reaching IN - to seek fulfillment and sharing in Jesus Christ 
 Reaching OUT - to share God’s love with all people 
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PER CAPITA is an annual per  member  fee a congregation pays to their  area Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly to support our denomination's work in mission, evangelism, education and administra-
tion. Through your per capital giving, which is over and above your yearly pledge, the Presbytery of Wa-
bash Valley helps congregations with transitions and resources for programming and planning, cares for 
pastoral leaders and their families, helps prepare people for service as pastoral leaders, and provides funds 
for special projects or needs of our congregations. There is a designated amount per member.   In 2023 the 
amount per member is $42.90.  In 2024, the amount per member will be $43.62. There is a line item 
for Per Capita on the church’s offering envelope.  Per capita brochures, which explain where your dollars 
go, are on the table outside of the office. 
  It would be of immense help to this congregation and our operations budget to please pay your  
annual membership fee as soon as possible.  There are some in our congregation for whom paying per capi-
ta is difficult.  If you are able to contribute per capita for those who might not be able to pay, your generosi-
ty would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you to those who have already paid their per capita, and those who 
have also given an extra portion.  The total amount due is paid whether or not each member contributes 
their individual amount.  If you would like offering envelopes for 2024, please contact the church office 
(574/533-7845).    

 
Giving to the Church 
 
In these difficult times we ask you to con-
tinue giving to the church if at all possible.  
We recognize some families might not be 
able to do so.  We understand!    If you are 
able to give, there are three ways to do so:   
 
1)   Use the offering plate on Sunday for 
your gift/giving envelope. 
 
2)   Mail a check to the church at 215 E. 
Lincoln, Goshen IN 46528. 
 
3.   Give online through our website at https://www.discoverfirstchurch.org/donate. You can share a one time gift or 
set up a recurring gift.   

  CHURCH LIBRARY 

Fiction and Biography and Autobiography Lists (2023) 

 Books in the Fiction and Biography areas have been catalogued.  You may review the lists and 
check out books.  Cards are not yet available so just put your name, date, name of book on slips of paper 
available for you.  

 A group of books I want to read are Corrie ten Boom books (B) which detail her life during the  
Nazi occupation.  Others include books by Karon (F): the Mitford Series—which provides a wonderful  
story of small-town life in the rolling hills of Ohio.    

 The books on these lists may be checked out.   

Donna Palacios  
October 2023 

https://www.discoverfirstchurch.org/donate
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12/ 6    Mary Wagner     
12/15 Jean Cox      
12/16   Christine Huber   
12/16   Julia Stauffer    
12/18   Karen Mirer      
12/24   Elizabeth Holbrook   

 12/26   David Plank     
  

 
 
 
 

   

12/5 John and Christine Huber   53 years 
12/29 Susan and Doug Long  11 years 

  

  

 

 
1/18 Ian Hooley     
1/28 Lindsey (Stewart) Rangel   
1/30 Kirby Eysol     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:   Our Armed Forces and their  Families; Israel and Pales-
tine; the people of Ukraine;  Wayne Kramer; Jim Wray; Edward Lee Rodriguez (Bruni Claudio’s grand-
son– needs kidney and pancreas transplants);  Marilyn Sweany (Linda Sorg’s sister);  Dave Webster in 
Atlanta (Georgia Webster’s son); Jeff Mirer (Ken and Karen’s son); Barbara and David Jester; Jasmyne 
Hunley and son Vincent; Tom  Drummond; Dick Craig; Donna Schrock; Brad Gilmore (Jenny Albert’s 
brother)  
 The families of the victims and those injured in the recent shootings 
 The families of those affected by recent flooding and earthquakes  
 Response Teams and those affected by hurricanes 
 
 
OUR PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY are with Jenny Holbrook and family, upon the death of her  sister , Susan 
Moore, on Thursday, November 16, in Griffith, IN.   (1205 Camden Court, Goshen 46526) 
 

December Birthdays 

January 2024 Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 
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On Sunday, November 5, ALL SAINTS’ DAY was celebrated dur ing Worship where individuals were 
invited to light a candle in remembrance of departed saints.   

 
 (November 5, 2022 – November 2, 2023) 

 
Celebrating both those who have mentored us in the faith  

as well as those whose memories continue to be a part of our lives. 
 

 Robert E. “Bob” Schlobohm 
Gillian and Kenny (sister and nephew of Rev. Dr. David Smook) 

Martha Pease Hepler 
Carol L. Kendrick 

Sharon Ann Gongwer 
 Mark S. Hay 

Joan “Helen” Myers 
David C. “Dave” Wallace, Jr. 
Cameron Nicole “Cami” Cripe 

Jean Elizabeth Wallace 
David Ashley Pepple 

Jacqueline Elaine Elliott 
Thelma Eileen Roll 

Miriam E. Wellington 
Myron James Roll 

Sharon K. Nusbaum 
Nancy Jane Petry 

Barbara Joe Herring Grostick 

 
 

SPACE RENTAL FORMS are available for  you to fill out if you would like 
to use the building for an event.  Please plan to fill out one of these forms and 
return it to Jeannie so the date requested can be checked (to avoid two groups 
expecting to use the same space at the same time).  Once the date and requested 
space is confirmed, the head of staff will sign off on the request.  There could be 
additional items to review; e.g., door monitors, disarming of the building, early 
entrance for set-up, returnable deposit. The forms are in the church office, Jean-
nie’s mailbox, outside of her office.  Pastor Ken 

 

PRESENT and PAST live streams from Sunday mornings: 
https://www.youtube.com/@firstpresbyterianchurch-go8630/streams  
(“live” button) 
 
 
CORRECTED MEMBER ADDRESS:  Mrs. Shirley Snyder, 1415-4 Pembroke Circle, Goshen, 46526 
 
THANK YOU, Mary Lou Hetler, for  the potted winter  floral ar rangements that grace the church ’s glass doors 
and welcome those from the church parking lot. 
 
FELLOWSHIP TABLE on SUNDAYS – There is a sign-up sheet to schedule volunteers January through March 
2024.  If you are interested or have questions, please see Karen Wellington. 
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Church Website:   www.discoverfirstchurch.org 
Facebook:  First Presbyterian Church Goshen IN 

               www.youtube.com/@firstpresbyterianchurch-goshen  
          Church email:  First Presbyterian (fpcgoshen46528@gmail.com) 
 
 

Transitional Pastor:  weaverk2434@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  wkramer46528@comcast.net 
Secretary:   jhickman46528@comcast.net 

Christian Education Director:  shyoder52@aol.com 
Phone:  (574) 533-7845; fax (574) 533-4864 

 
    Office Hours: 
  Monday and Thursday 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
  Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 am-12:00 noon 
  Closed Friday 

   

  

 
 

        Church Staff: 
Transitional Pastor:  Rev. Ken Weaver 
Treasurer:    Wayne Kramer 
Volunteer Assistant Treasurer: Karen Wellington 
Secretary:    Jeannie Hickman 
Director of Music:    Marcia Yost 
Organist:   Marilyn Mason   
Volunteer Christian Education Director: Susan Hepler Long  
Organist Emeritus:  Dennis Huff 
Custodian:    Betty Barber  
Nursery Attendant:    Kiersten Friesner 
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