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OPINION

D
o you remember
a time when we
gave each other
the bene�t of the
doubt?

When we didn’t jump to con-
clusions without making sure 
we had all the facts?

Do you remember knowing 
people well enough to know 
when something seemed out of 
character for them? 

And then reaching out to them 
to talk and work through what-
ever seemed off?

Do you remember assuming 
the best in people, even when 
they misspoke or mishandled a 
situation?

The moments we didn’t prac-
tice this show of grace were 
rare. They were the exception, 
not the rule.

I’m not sure how we got here, 
but we seem to have shifted 
from “exception” to “rule” 
when it comes to giving others 
the bene� t of the doubt.

Still, I believe we can � nd our 
way back with these � ve steps:

1. Practice and practice
again.

It’s an age-old concept and 
one we all know. To excel in 
any area requires practice. 

Start today and watch your 
muscle memory eventually take 
over.

2. Look beyond the sound
bites.

Headlines are written to grab 
your attention, but they can’t 
provide the full story. 

Social media posts and TV 
sound bites capture punchy 
comments, quotable moments 
and one layer of someone’s 
opinion, description or explana-
tion.

To fully understand requires 
reading, listening and/or re-
searching. It requires time and 
attention.

3. Get to know the person
you seem to dislike.

Taking the time to hear some-
one’s heart and how he or she 
came to a certain conclusion, 
why he is passionate about a 
certain cause or where she is 
struggling to make a decision 
changes everything.

It doesn’t mean we will agree 
nor that we have to accept the 
� ndings. It doesn’t mean we
will become best friends and
meet for coffee every Thursday.

But it does mean we are work-
ing to fully understand what is 
taking place. 

It also means we respect the 
other person’s right to his or her 
own opinion and reasonings.

4. Find the good in every
situation.

Romans 8:28 gets us every 
time, doesn’t it?

And while I’m not trying to 
over spiritualize the basic con-
cept of offering the gift of the 
bene� t of the doubt, I do want 
to emphasize the importance of 
looking for the good and how 
� nding the good provides hope
and peace.

Sometimes the good is bigger 
than our individual situations, 
and may even mean we need to 
sacri� ce something signi� cant 
in our own lives.

5. Model and mentor.

Once we are back in shape
ourselves, we can help build a 
world of “bene� t of the doubt” 
providers.

Showcase your moves and en-
courage others to give it a try. 

Say out loud, “I am confused 
by the decision too, but I’m go-
ing to give the group the bene� t 
of the doubt and trust that the 
members did their homework.”

Or maybe, “That seems re-
ally out of character for her. I’m 

going to call her and � nd out 
what’s really going on. Some-
thing must be wrong — or may-
be we don’t have all the facts.”

And also, “I can’t support his 
stance, and I’m sure I can’t con-
vince him to change his mind, 
but I’m still going to reach out 
to see if I can learn more about 
his reasoning.”

You’ll know what to say ac-
cording to the situation and who  
is involved.

The main thing is the visible 
action of doing the work to as-
sume the best in others as our 
� rst response.

We should demonstrate an in-
tentional effort to better under-
stand others because the Bible 
tells us every human being is 
made in God’s image.

First Peter 3:8 says it well: 
“Live in harmony with one an-
other; be sympathetic, love as 
brothers, be compassionate and 
humble.”

James 4:11, 1 Thessalonians 
5:11 and John 13:34–35 are 
also helpful reminders.

Being a child of God extends 
beyond our personal relation-
ship with Him. 

The fact is, we will never 
reach the end of the line of 
people we are called to love and 
value.

Do you assume the best or worst in people as a fi rst response?

RASHIONAL
THOUGHTS

jrash@thebaptistpaper.org                @RashionalThts

By Jennifer 
Davis Rash

President and 
Editor-in-Chief

mailto:jrash@thebaptistpaper.org
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Letter to the editor
Thank you for your work with 

The Baptist Paper.
One thing that stands out to me 

about TBP is the clear, intentional 
desire to avoid the extremes, la-
bels and catchphrases. 

It may just be me, but we need 
to lose words such as liberal, con-
servative, etc., from the Baptist 
lexicon. 

Let’s be Christian �rst, Baptist 
secondly. There is enough divi-
sion in Baptist life (most because 
of our own doing). It’s refreshing 
to see a publication that isn’t fod-
der for anyone’s arsenal. Keep up 
the great work. It is important and 
needed.

Bobby McKay
Brookhaven, Miss.

By Junior Davis
Special to The Baptist Record

Reflections on missions trip to Ukraine: Is this really happening?

voiceyourOPINION

SHARE YOUR COMMENTS, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, BLOG EXCERPTS, SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

SHARE ONLINE 
OR EMAIL NEWS@
THEBAPTISTPAPER.ORG

T
he Ukraine relief mis-
sions trip to Poland was 
unlike any I have expe-
rienced in some 65 years 
on this earth.

Seeing and listening to so many 
stories of hurt was a bit overwhelm-
ing. There were times I had to ask 
myself, “Is this really happening?”

Story after story involved refugee 
wives and children leaving their 
husbands behind in Ukraine to �ght 
for their country. These �eeing fam-
ilies just wanted their story heard.

The stories of separation from 
husbands and parents who could 
not make the journey to Poland 
with their families always involved 
tears from both the Ukrainians and, 
yes, from me.

Before the conversations �nished, 
members of the Mississippi Baptist 
missions team almost always had 
an opportunity to share the gospel 
during the March 27–April 4 trip.

I don’t know if it was to my sur-

prise or simply my ignorance that 
so many Ukrainian refugees knew 
Jesus, had a strong faith and pos-
sessed a solid understanding of the 
Bible.

I realized they took comfort in 
knowing another person from the 
other side of the world empathized 
and cared enough to listen and pray 
for them. 

There were pockets of joy in the 
middle of war.

One example occurred when we 
had the unexpected privilege to care 
for children from Ukraine as their 
mothers �lled out paperwork with 
the Polish government and searched 
for jobs. We saw one mom smil-
ing while she watched her daughter 
laugh for the �rst time in weeks.

That one moment was worth all 
our travel and preparation.

Many men, myself included, 
have the idea we can �x any situa-
tion or problem. But the situation 
that caused these women and chil-

dren to travel for days in extreme 
cold while bombs fell all around 
them was completely out of our 
control. To see some laughter in an 
un�xable situation was a moment 
of joy.

Life-changing experience
Then there was Sunday worship. 

We attended a Polish service with 
more than 200 in attendance and 
a Russian/Ukrainian service with 
more than 300 in attendance. Both 
services included baptisms and the 
Lord’s Supper. Wow, what an expe-
rience! Refugees from the war-torn 
country of Ukraine continue to 
come together to worship and en-
courage each other.

As I looked across these congre-
gations worshipping in a language I 
could not understand, my thoughts 
went to Mike and Linda Ray and 
their daughters, Rebekah and Han-
nah. This family served as mission-
aries in Dnipro, Ukraine, with the 
International Mission Board from 
1995 to 2014.

Currently, Mike is Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board’s mis-
sions mobilization director in Jack-
son. Linda serves in children’s min-
istry and seeks to develop missions 
awareness with women in their 
local churches. Rebekah is the min-
istry assistant for the Mississippi 
Baptist Christian Action Commis-
sion in Jackson. Hannah is a physi-
cian in the Mississippi Delta.

During these trying days for the 
Ukrainian people, God is undoubt-

edly still using the Ray’s ministry 
in Ukraine. Thank you to the Ray 
family for their investment in 
Ukraine.

The ending of this story is un-
certain. Most of the Ukrainians 
with whom we spoke long for their 
homeland and believe they will 
return soon. The reality is that the 
war’s devastation hasn’t left much 
to go back to for the foreseeable 
future.

If you have the opportunity to 
minister to the hurting people of 
Ukraine who face such uncertain 
futures, you will probably be like 
us: unable to speak Polish, Russian 
or Ukrainian, but enabled to speak 
the language of love through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Mississippi teams will participate 
in a rotation every four weeks with 
Louisiana, Ohio and Kentucky state 
Baptist conventions in support of 
the Gdansk refugee site. 

The Mississippi Baptist Disaster 
Relief ministry is supported by 
gifts to the Mississippi Cooperative 
Program and the Margaret Lackey 
State Missions Offering.

For more information, email 
hyates@mbcb.org or call 601-292-
3335.

mailto:hyates@mbcb.org
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The 2021 SBC Annual
Meeting was the largest 

crowd we have hosted at an 
SBC annual meeting in a gen-
eration. This June’s meeting 
in Anaheim is shaping up to 
draw close to 10,000.

This started in 2018 when 
more than 9,600 messengers 
came to Dallas. After adding 
in guests, exhibitors, creden-
tialed press and others, the of-
�cial attendance was 16,032.

In 2019, 8,183 messengers
and 13,502 total attendees 
made their way to Birming-
ham. And 2021 blew past 
those totals with 15,726 mes-
sengers and 21,474 total at-
tendees making Nashville their 
home for the week.

That leaves us with a major 
problem for 2023.

When Charlotte, North Car-
olina, was selected in 2016 as 
the host city for the 2023 SBC 
Annual Meeting, the plans al-
lowed for a maximum of 8,000 
messengers and guests in the 
Charlotte Convention Center.

Simply put, Charlotte does 
not have adequate space to 
host the SBC Annual Meet-
ing in 2023. Our meeting has 
grown beyond the city’s capa-
bility and usable space. 

We began researching op-
tions and earnestly praying for 
an alternative to Charlotte. 

In the end, only one city was 
able to meet our four major 
needs for 2023: geographic 
proximity to Southern Bap-
tists, hotel availability, avail-
able dates and available space.

That city is New Orleans, 
Louisiana.

SBC Executive Commit-
tee Chairman Rolland Slade 
has called a special April 28 
meeting of the EC in order for 
members to vote to relocate 
the 2023 Annual Meeting. This 
is in accordance with SBC 
Constitution Article 11.3.

Jonathan Howe
Vice president for 
communications
SBC Executive Committee

2023 SBC 
meeting update

TwitterverseFROM THE

@danielowennyc
“Is prayer your steering wheel 

or your spare tire?” —Corrie Ten 
Boom

@williemclaurin
“Once you have seen Jesus you 

can never be the same” Thanks for 
this reminder, Bro. Oswald.

@LysaTerKeurst
Don’t despise the mundane, 

sweet friend. Embrace it. Unwrap 
it like a gift. And be one of the rare 
few who looks deeper than just the 
surface. See something more in the 
everyday. It’s there.

 @mhenslee
Pastor, your identity is not in 

what your deacons think of you, 
in what your biggest fans think of 

you, in your attendance or baptism 
numbers, in what’s in your bank ac-
count, in what your critics think of 
you, in anything else good, bad or 
ugly. Your identity is in Christ.

@DianeLangberg
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a man who 

stood for Christ and against not just 
Hitler but also the Christendom 
of his day, penned this benedic-
tion from prison: “May God in His 
mercy lead us through these times; 
but above all, may He lead us to 
Himself.”

@BillyGraham
“To take up your cross means to 

associate yourself with Christ and 
to share His rejection. It means you 
take a stand for Christ even though 
people make fun of you.”

@johnnymhunt
“Unguarded strength is actually a 

double weakness.” @OswaldCham-
bers

@bellevuepastor
Stay in the lane God has for you. 

Don’t look left, right or behind. Just 
look ahead and keep moving for-
ward in God’s good will for you.

@ToddUnzicker
So let’s “love one another” today 

by … 
1. Assuming the best in one an-

other. 
2. Giving one another the bene�t

of the doubt.
3. When wronged or differ, ex-

tend grace the same way Jesus 
showed us on Calvary’s cross.

“THE SEPARATION WE HAVE BECAUSE OF OUR SKIN COLOR 
IS AN ATTACK OF THE ENEMY.”

P A S T O R  F R E D  L U T E R  J R .

“There are millions of people 
who have never heard” the gospel 
of Christ, said longtime missions 
supporter Lois Lin. “They need 
someone to go and tell them. How 
are they going to go if we do not 
support them by our offerings?”

“These are people who are ex-
cited about what God is doing in 
their lives and sharing their testi-
monies,” said Ronnie Tabor, pastor 
of Crossroads Church in Cen-
tralia, Illinois. “Because people 
were seeing the changed lives of 
their moms, their brothers and oth-
ers, they were asking questions. 
And it was easy to invite people to 
church.”

“I would go into writing sessions 
with people. And if they were like, 
‘Oh, man, that would be good for 
radio,’ ... I wouldn’t want to write 
with them again. Because I know 
that you can have a song that does 
well on radio, but it doesn’t con-

nect with the heart. ... I’m look-
ing to write a song that connects 
in people’s hearts. And if it does 
well on radio [then] that’s because 
it’s connected that way,” Christian 
singer, songwriter Jeremy Camp
said.

“Hosting an exchange student 
is like taking an international mis-
sions trip without ever leaving your 
home,” said Lana Flynn, who 
along with her husband, Charles, 
have hosted international exchange 
students in their home. “It’s a 24/7 
missions trip where you live out 
your faith every day. They are 
watching every move you make. 
You’re either real or you’re not, and 
they know it.”

“People don’t necessarily want 
us to be in their home for an hour, 
but two or three minutes on the 
front porch can be meaningful,” 
noted Ken Braddy, director of 
Sunday School & Network Partner-

ships for Lifeway Christian Re-
sources, who conducted a webinar 
titled, “Following up with �rst-time 
guests.” “We’ve found millennials 
especially are reluctant to give us 
their physical addresses, but they 
will share their Twitter handle. It’s 
a new day.”

“The Raleigh Baptist Association 
has hundreds of people and groups 
that are involved with Afghan refu-
gees. ... It is a beautiful portrait of 
grace to see God using His people 
to show His love to those who feel 
such hurt and abandonment from 
their previous lives,” said Patrick 
Fuller, executive director of Ra-
leigh Baptist Association.

“Churches take care of single 
moms and addicts, and they share 
the gospel,” said Andy Addis, lead 
teaching and vision pastor of the 
CrossPoint network of churches 
in Kansas. “Nobody does what lo-
cal churches do.” 
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A
nna Leigh Breedlove 
spent the fall engaged 
in what she calls “one 
of the best and most 
challenging experi-

ences of my life.” The physician 
assistant student spent eight weeks 
in Nalerigu, Ghana, working at the 
Baptist Medical Centre through the 
International Mission Board’s Glob-
al Health Rotation program.

When she began the rotation in 
October 2021, she was a �nal year 
PA student. She has since graduated 
from the program.

While there Breedlove was re-
sponsible for checking on patients 
during rounds, helping determine 
the care they needed and assisting 
the attending physician, Heidi Haun, 
in the operating room. She also 
helped the operating room staff with 
other procedures. As different teams 
came to volunteer, Breedlove had 
the opportunity to work alongside 
them, too.

Rewarding work
In her blog about her time in Na-

lerigu, Breedlove shared examples 
of how the work was rewarding, 
ranging from being involved in 
the healing process of a struggling 
mother to learning to pull teeth 
alongside a dental team. She also 
shared how she felt the burden of 
being an “(almost) health care pro-
vider” and how the decisions she 
made directly in�uenced the out-
comes of patients.

One thing that continually stuck 
out to Breedlove was the need for 
medical care, speci�cally in areas 
like Ghana where it is not easily 
accessible.

“This trip opened my eyes to 
what long-term missions work looks 
like,” Breedlove said. “While only 
there for two months, I had the op-

portunity to see what it was like to 
live in a different culture, practice 
medicine and serve in a community 
that truly needed it. I was able to 
see the church in action in Nalerigu, 
meet other believers from around the 
world and help Dr. Haun as much as 
I could.”

Breedlove will soon 
begin a job in her 
hometown of Tusca-
loosa, Alabama, in 
trauma surgery. Al-
though she will begin 
her medical career 
stateside, she noted, 
“I believe that this trip continued to 
con�rm God’s calling on my life and 
plan to continue to be involved with 
missions in the future.”

Wherever God leads
As she hones her medical skills, 

she also looks forward to support-
ing missionaries who are currently 
on the �eld and preparing herself 

By Myriah Snyder
International Mission Board

IMB medical volunteer embraces real-life missions experience

Eye-opening

for wherever God leads her in the 
future.

The IMB’s Global Health Rota-
tion program is an opportunity for 
Southern Baptist medical, dental and 
PA students and residents to serve 
internationally in a missions set-

ting for four or more 
weeks.

In addition to be-
ing a member of a 
Southern Baptist 
church, students must 
be in their third year 
of medical or dental 
school or in their �-

nal year of PA school to apply to 
the program. Candidates must be 
recommended by the dean of the 
medical, dental or PA school based 
on character, morals and academic 
ability.

Residents who are interested in 
the program must also be members 
of a Southern Baptist church, have 
completed two years of residency 

and be recommended by the chief of 
service.

All applicants need to have an in-
terest in medical ministries of some 
sort. While no salary is provided, 
airfare and visa costs are provided. 
In addition, on a case-by-case basis, 
lodging may be provided by the 
�eld.

Mobilizing professionals
The Global Health Rotation is just 

one of the ways the IMB is promot-
ing health care missions.

Health care professionals, health 
care students, church leaders or indi-
viduals involved in mobilizing health 
care professionals can �nd out more 
about the IMB’s growing involve-
ment in medical missions by attend-
ing MedAdvance 2022. Breedlove 
will be one of the speakers present-
ing.

The conference will provide op-
portunities for networking with other 
health care professionals, meeting 
health care missionaries and learning 
how to pair health care training with 
a love for international missions.

MedAdvance 2022 will be held 
June 23–25 at Mount Vernon Bap-
tist Church in Glen Allen, Virginia. 
Registration is open now. Visit imb.
org/event/medadvance-2022 to learn 
more.

To �nd out more about the 
Global Health Rotation program, 
email healthcare@imb.org. To learn 
more about medical missions, vis-
it imb.org/healthcare.

For more information on other 
missions pathways the IMB offers, 
visit imb.org/go and chat live with 
an IMB employee about what path-
way might be right for you.

EDITOR’S NOTE — This article 
was originally published by the 
International Mission Board.

IMB photo

Medical volunteer Anna Leigh Breedlove greets a toddler in the surgical ward of the 
Baptist Medical Centre of Nalerigu, Ghana. Breedlove is a physician assistant student 

from Alabama who came to work alongside an IMB medical missionary for two months.

TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT MEDICAL 
MISSIONS, VISIT IMB.
ORG/HEALTHCARE.

mailto:healthcare@imb.org
https://www.imb.org/healthcare/
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NEWS

headline news
Church planting organization moves 
from Alabama to Kentucky

FRANKFORT, Kentucky — A Kentucky Bap-
tist church that began a missions organization in 
Romania 28 years ago has seen its efforts bloom 
into a massive church planting movement. Since 
the Romanian-American Mission was begun by 
Buck Run Baptist Church, more than 400 church-
es have been planted, beginning in Romania and 
spreading throughout the European Union, report-
ed Kentucky Today.

In 2007, Romania entered the European Union, 
and that led RAM to expand its focus to vari-
ous western European countries that had become 
home to several missions of displaced Romanians. 
RAM expanded its work to spread the gospel and 
plant churches in the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Italy and Spain.

The work of RAM was recently celebrated with 
an event at Buck Run Baptist. RAM will be mov-
ing its headquarters from Decatur, Alabama, to 
Buck Run. (Kentucky Today)

IMB, Send Relief help with relief 
efforts for Ukrainian refugees

RICHMOND, Virginia — Paul Chitwood, 
International Mission Board’s president, asked 
Southern Baptists for prayer and �nancial support 
for relief efforts for Ukrainian refugees. South-
ern Baptists have given more than $5.5 million 
to date, and Disaster Relief teams from different 
state conventions have mobilized, reported IMB. 
Send Relief is send-
ing food and other 
supplies.

Chitwood went to 
Romania where he 
spoke with refugees 
and worked with 
national partners. 
He also visited 
churches that have 
been ministering to 
Ukrainian refugees. At the Poland-Ukraine border, 
Baptists set up a welcome tent offering coffee, 
tea and a place to recharge cell phones. They are 
directing refugees to places to stay and connecting 
them to local churches. (IMB)

Attacks by Fulani herdsmen, Islamic 
extremists rising in Nigeria

ABUJA, Nigeria — At least 39 people were 
killed in March in two Nigerian states and 61 oth-

ers were abducted by Muslim Fulani herdsmen 
and Islamic extremists.

According to Morning Star News, more than 
100 suspected 
Fulani herdsmen 
and extremists 
killed 32 civilians 
and two military 
members March 
20 in the predomi-
nantly Christian 
town of Kagoro. 
During the raid, 
about 200 houses 
and 32 shops were set ablaze. In Adamawa state, 
25-year-old Sheriff Yongo was killed while he 
was returning home from an annual Lutheran 
Church of Christ Nigeria convention.

Last year, Nigeria led the world in the number 
of people killed or kidnapped because of their 
Christian faith. Nigeria is No. 7 on Open Doors’ 
2022 World Watch List of places most dif�cult to 
be a Christian. (TBP)

Islamic court annuls marriage 
of converted Christian couple

KHARTOUM, Sudan — A Sudanese husband 
and wife who converted to Christianity face 100 
lashes for “adultery” because an Islamic court re-
portedly annulled their marriage.

A Sharia court annulled Hamouda and Nada’s 
marriage after Hamouda became a Christian in 
2018, explained the legal advocacy group Alli-
ance Defending Freedom International. In 2021, 
Nada became a Christian and returned to Ham-
ouda with her children. As Christians, the couple 
did not consider the Sharia court’s annulment to 
be legitimate. Nada’s brother informed a Suda-
nese criminal prosecutor, alleging adultery.

Sudan decriminalized apostasy in 2020. Sudan 
is No. 13 on Open Doors’ 2022 World Watch List 
of places most dif�cult to be a Christian. (TBP)

Missouri conference builds 6,000+ 
Bibles for delivery in the Philippines

KANSAS CITY, Missouri — Scripture is build-
ing heart connections and relationships between 
Kansas City and the Philippines. The �rst of two 
Bible building conferences was held at Country 
Meadows Baptist Church in Kansas City.

Mount Pisgah Baptist Church in Oliver Springs, 
Tennessee, printed the Bibles. The loose manu-
scripts then traveled to Kansas City for comple-

tion. People at the conferences put together 
6,000 to 8,000 Bibles in the Ilonggo, Tagolog 
or Cebuano languages. In addition, they include 
other information at the back of the Bibles, in-
cluding baptism, salvation and discipleship, said 
Bill Barker, member of First Baptist Church Blue 
Springs, Missouri. (Missouri’s The Pathway)

Couple create safe space for young 
mothers in Youngstown, Ohio

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — About four years 
ago, Gary and Lynette Frosts became aware that 
the Mahoning Valley in Youngstown, Ohio, had 
one of the highest infant mortality rates in the 
state and nation due to a lack of care and poverty 
dynamics. In response, they created the minis-
try Eagle’s Nest Life Equipping Center to help 
women learn parenting skills, reported the State 
Convention of Baptists in Ohio.

The Frosts believe protecting and assisting 
vulnerable women 
and their children 
doesn’t start at con-
ception and end on 
the birth date. The 
ministry provides 
residential care and 
round-the-clock 
support for young 
mothers and their 
infant children. 

More than 20 women and their children have 
bene�ted from this ministry. (State Convention of 
Baptists in Ohio)

Gospel Hope shines light, shares 
gospel near diverse Georgia community

ATLANTA — Ryan McCammack learned 
about Atlanta’s gospel need at a Tennessee camp 
where many of the participating churches were 
from the inner city of Atlanta. However, he never 
expected to leave the church he led in Chicago, 
reported North Carolina Biblical Recorder.

As McCammack began exploring church plant-
ing in Atlanta, The Summit Church in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, was looking to plant a church 
in the city. In 2017, with the Summit team, Mc-
Cammack planted Gospel Hope Church near 
Clarkston, Georgia. Gospel Hope displays the 
reconciling hope of the gospel in their diverse 
community. In the fall, the church will plant a 
new church to engage the Spanish-speaking com-
munity. (North Carolina’s Biblical Recorder)

International & national

IMB photo

Photo courtesy of Morning Star News

Photo courtesy of the State Convention 
of Baptists in Ohio
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By Meredith Flynn
The Baptist Paper

Sharing stories

J
ack Day’s love for storytell-
ing is rooted in Sunday af-
ternoon visits with family on 
his grandparents’ front porch. 
Their weekly gatherings al-

ways involved telling stories, said 
Day, who didn’t see television until 
he was 12. Later, he worked his way 
through college and seminary as a 
barber, where he learned storytelling 
barbers had the most customers.

“Stories have their own DNA that 
�ts a person’s needs,” Day said, 
noting they have a way of speaking 
speci�cally to the listener and deliv-
ering deep truth.

As missionaries to Brazil, Day 
and his wife, Doris, pioneered Bible 
storytelling in South America as an 
effective method for evangelism, 
church planting and teaching the 
Bible. Resources they developed are 
still published in Brazil and avail-
able in English and Spanish at 
biblestorytelling.org. 

Storytelling is an important tool 
for ministry, Day said, but it is un-
derutilized in the U.S. He’s passion-
ate about helping Christians learn 
to share the gospel through stories, 
especially as the culture shifts away 
from abstract reasoning toward sto-
rytelling as a means of communica-
tion.

“I’m afraid some people are not 
rejecting Jesus as much as the way 
He’s presented,” Day asserted. “I be-
lieve part of the reason the church is 
declining is we are still using point-
driven, abstract [methods] to deliver 
biblical truths when the people have 
lost interest in abstract learning.

“But people love to listen to sto-
ries.”

Storytelling in Brazil
As young International Mission 

Board missionaries, the Days went 
to Brazil as evangelism workers. 
Their focus became training Chris-
tian men and women to teach the 

At the same time, they trained 
Christians to share stories in impov-
erished areas and nearby villages.

Day’s favorite approach was to 
tell a story and ask questions. If he 
tried to tell them a certain spiritual 
truth, he explained, they might have 
argued with him. But in answer-

ing questions, they 
discovered the truth 
themselves. 

Day asserted a 
storyteller provides 
a starting point for 
deeper discussion.

While in Brazil, 
Doris trained chil-
dren’s leaders in 
Bible storytelling. 
The country allowed 

schools to have a religious hour 
during the day, and several regions 
adapted her materials for curricu-
lum. The Days published books in 
Portuguese on Bible storytelling that 
still are available in Brazil. They re-
tired in 2003 after 33 years in South 
America, the last three of which 

were spent traveling across the con-
tinent training missionaries and na-
tionals in Bible storytelling. 

One story, many parts
Day’s current ministry includes 

training people to craft Bible stories 
for their churches and communi-
ties. He helps storytellers analyze a 
Scripture passage and prepare to tell 
the story in their own words.

David Gay took one of the classes 
several years ago and has employed 
storytelling in his preaching at Beu-
lah Baptist Church in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, a growing, community-
focused church.

“The Bible is one big story,” Gay 
said, and a Bible storyteller helps 
listeners connect the dots. 

When he started preaching, it 
bothered him if the congregation 
was quiet. But his wife assured him 
they were listening.

“They were right in the boat, in a 
storm on the raging sea,” he said.

In the Old Testament story of 
Joseph, which Gay told on a recent 
Sunday, Joseph went “from pit to 
prison to palace,” and God intended 
it all for good.

Jack Day is committed to tell 
these stories and train others. 

After the Days retired they created 
biblestorytelling.org and published 
several books in English. He also 
worked as a performing storyteller 
and taught the art of storytelling 
through programs at Auburn Univer-
sity and the University of Alabama. 

After Doris died four years ago, 
Day wrote another book, “Prayer: 
Not My Will But Your Will.” He 
lives full-time in a recreational ve-
hicle and volunteers, trains people in 
Bible storytelling and performs as a 
storyteller. 

“Some people will come to hear 
me tell stories who would not come 
to hear me as a preacher,” he said.

gospel in villages that had no evan-
gelical church.

Day said many in his group of 
volunteer teachers had limited edu-
cation but were willing to travel on 
a bus all Saturday night and spend 
Sunday teaching the Bible.

“I couldn’t teach them to study the 
Bible and preach the 
way I learned in sem-
inary,” he said. “They 
couldn’t understand 
Apostle Paul’s writ-
ings, but they could 
tell a Bible story and 
explain life lessons 
found in the story and 
apply them to their 
listeners’ lives.” 

When the Days 
moved to a major Brazilian city, 
they found no one was trying to 
reach the upper class with the gos-
pel. That group was highly educated 
but biblically illiterate, and stories 
were a way to reach them. The Days 
planted six churches to reach upper-
class areas.

Missions pioneer dedicated to spreading gospel through storytelling

Photo courtesy of Jack DayJACK DAY

FOR INFORMATION ON 
BIBLE STORYTELLING 
AND TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
CONTACT DAY AT 
JACKDAY@POBOX.COM.

mailto:JACKDAY@POBOX.COM
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NEWS

Headline news
Arkansas

The Arkansas Baptist State Convention Mis-
sions Team recently hosted Arkansas Department 
of Corrections chaplains at Camp Paron for a 
three-day retreat. Several topics were discussed, 
including preparation for receiving inmate �eld 
ministers in 2023, reported Arkansas Baptist 
News.

The convention partnered with the Arkansas 
Department of Corrections and Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary to become the 16th 
state in the nation to start a prison seminary, a 
Christian ministries bachelor’s degree program 
that produces inmate graduates trained to assist 
in the moral rehabilitation of their fellow in-
mates.

Florida
Nearly 21 million Americans struggle with ad-

dictive behaviors. Through its men’s recovery 
program, Project Hope, and its sister program 
for women, Saving Grace, Mosaic Church in 
Crestview made a commitment to encourage its 
neighbors toward a reliance on God instead of a 
dependence on drugs and alcohol reported Flori-
da Baptist Witness.

Every Sunday morning, the church welcomes 
recovery participants to worship with them. 

Kentucky
Kentucky churches in the Oldham-Trimble 

Baptist Association meet housing needs through 
Good News 
Homes, a nonpro�t 
ministry. In the 
near future, even 
more transitional 
housing will be 
made available when the ministry’s six-unit 
apartment complex is ready, reported Kentucky 
Today. 

These homes are offered to families who have 
lost jobs or homes or have expensive medical 
bills. Good News Homes staff help these fami-
lies continue their education, develop budgeting 
skills, provide transportation and connect them 
with a local church. Together Good News Homes 
and Rapid Rehousing, a ministry that helps pay 
rent for homeless people, help about 50 families 
obtain housing annually. 

Louisiana
In one day, members of First Baptist Church 

Kenner raised much of the $450,000 deductible 
needed to repair its worship center damaged by 

Hurricane Ida, reported Louisiana Baptist Mes-
sage. The hurricane caused signi�cant damage to 
the roof, blew out the windows and destroyed the 
worship center’s interior Aug. 29.

Members raised $367,361 that, when com-
bined with another $80,000 given from the New 
Orleans Baptist 
Association and 
Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, pro-
vided enough to be-
gin renovations. In-
terim pastor Reggie 
Ogea, who also is 
a professor at New 
Orleans Baptist 
Theological Semi-
nary, said he was amazed 71 families stepped out 
in faith and committed to help the church rebuild. 
Currently, services are being held in the fellow-
ship hall as the church continues to rebuild and 
search for a permanent pastor. 

Mississippi
The “Fresh Fire/Firm Foundation’’ preaching 

conference April 24–26 was hosted by 38th Av-
enue Baptist Church in Hattiesburg. 

Speakers were Don Boone, interim pastor of 
First Baptist Church Gautier, Mississippi; Kenny 
Digby, executive director of the Christian Action 
Commission of the Mississippi Baptist Conven-
tion; Lee Brand, �rst vice president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention; Dean Register, pastor of 
Crosspoint Community Church in Hattiesburg; 
and Jeff LaBorg, pastor of Fairview Baptist 
Church in Corryton, Tennessee. (TBP)

Missouri
Before Rick Sharp became Mount Nebo Baptist 

Church’s pastor in October, the eight remaining 
members considered closing the Missouri church, 
reported Missouri’s The Pathway.

Now, there are more than 60 adult members and 
12 to 20 children. The church added a new chil-
dren’s ministry, four new Sunday School classes 
and a second deacon.

Sharp and his wife, Tracie, have encouraged the 
church to become involved with the community, 
inviting their neighbors to church. “God is doing 
what only God can do,” Sharp said. “It takes an 
army, not just the commander to win spiritual 
battles.”  

New Mexico
Since 2014, East Mesa Baptist Church in Las 

Cruses has opened its doors every Thursday to 
area residents in need of food or other assistance. 
When the pandemic hit, instead of 8 to 12 fami-
lies seeking food each week, 40 to 60 families 
became the norm, reported Baptist New Mexico.

During the pandemic, the food pantry became 
an outdoor drive-in. Plans are underway to build 
a separate building to house the food pantry min-
istry now that it has grown. Families can go twice 
a month. In addition to providing food, the minis-
try also distributes tracts, Bibles and news about 
other ministry services.  

East Mesa Pastor James Pratt applauded church 
members volunteering when there is a need. The 
church collects a benevolence offering once a 
month among church members. (Baptist New 
Mexico) 

Pennsylvania/Texas
A missions team with Tent Makers, consisting 

of adults and teenagers from Texas, helped Penn-
sylvania’s Harvest House Community Fellowship 
in March. The team prayed over 900 homes in 
Towanda and Ulster. They were able to engage in 
gospel conversations, as well as meet real needs 
for hurting people and people in crisis. (Baptist 
Resource Network of Pennsylvania/South Jersey)

Tennessee
When First Baptist Church Wartburg named 

Matt Ward as pastor, members knew what they 
were getting — a major in the United States 
Army who has been a chaplain in the Tennessee 
National Guard since 2011, reported the Tennes-
see Baptist and Re�ector. 

While Ward was deployed in Kuwait for 11 
months, the church supported him and his family. 
They allowed the family to stay in the parsonage 
while taking care of everything from yard work to 
maintenance.

Ward nominated 
the church to re-
ceive the Depart-
ment of Defense 
Pro Patria Award. 
This award is 
given through the 
Employer Support 
of the Guard and 
Reserve. ESGR 
recognizes organizations that support members 
of the Guard and Reserve. FBC became the �rst 
church in Tennessee to receive the award and will 
represent the state on a national level in the small 
organizations category for the “Freedom Award.” 

from the states

Photo courtesy of the Baptist & Re�ector

Screenshot
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In the � rst three months 
of 2022, 75 decisions 
for Christ have been 
reported by Migrant 

Ministries of the California 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. Those decisions were 
the result of the service 
of 150 volun-
teers from 15 
churches.

“God’s � elds 
are fertile with 
the gospel as 
the Hispanic 
population con-
tinues to grow 
nationwide,” 
CSBC reported. “These sta-
tistics mean even more con-
sidering the Central Valley 
is the agricultural epicenter 
of California.”

In the � rst several months 

projects are completed,” 
said Oscar Sanchez, direc-
tor of Migrant Ministries.

Sanchez is partnering 
with Ross Shepard, CSBC 
church planting team 

of 2022, Migrant Ministries 
carried out 25 projects for 
migrant communities and 
distributed 236 bags of gro-
ceries. 

While fostering relation-
ships with local churches 
and pastors, the ministry 

has received 
approval to 
work with 12 
of the 25 state-
owned migrant 
centers.

“More His-
panic churches 
are also dem-
onstrating a 

desire to participate in [Mi-
grant Ministries] projects. 
This will provide support 
for all the projects, espe-
cially with the follow-up 
and discipleship after the 

leader, in starting new His-
panic congregations from 
the state-owned centers. 
Sanchez is excited that this 
upcoming summer 12 ex-
perienced coordinators will 

California Baptist Migrant Ministries celebrates 
decisions for Christ, growing evangelistic projects

help organize and be a re-
source for the development 
of these churches.

“We are expecting to see 
a great harvest of souls,” 
Sanchez said.

Orchard ministry
With additional evange-

listic projects in the works, 
Sanchez is working with 
churches to lead ministry 
to farm workers and their 
communities. More volun-
teers are needed, and the 
migrant ministry asks for 
individuals and churches to 
saturate these migrant min-
istry projects with prayer.

EDITOR’S NOTE — 
This story was originally 
published by the California 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

Photo courtesy of California Southern Baptist Convention

In the past three months, Migrant Ministries has carried out 25 proj-
ects for migrant communities and distributed 236 bags of groceries.

TO READ MORE 
STORIES LIKE THIS 
ABOUT CALIFORNIA 
BAPTISTS, VISIT 
CSBC.COM.

https://csbc.com/
https://www.baptistchildrensvillage.com/
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F
our years ago, Flem-
ingsburg Baptist 
Church in Kentucky 
invested in a vacant 
building as a means of 

reaching the youth in the com-
munity.

The Refuge, 
as it’s called, has 
become a place 
where relationships 
are developed 
and the gospel is 
shared. 

Bobby Carr, the 
church’s youth 
pastor, realized an 
abandoned build-
ing located beside 
the Dairy Queen 
near the middle school would 
provide a “perfect opportunity” 
for a ministry site.

The proximity of the build-
ing to DQ wasn’t lost on Carr, 
who said the middle school kids 
“were �ocking there every day.”

He went to the church with the 
idea and they agreed, spending 
tens of thousands to purchase the 
building and equip it with ping-
pong tables, televisions, video 
games and, of course, food. The 
plan is to “ultimately share the 
gospel with them,” Carr said. “It 
has worked from day one.”

Reaching the unchurched
Even during the days when 

COVID-19 numbers were surg-
ing, attendance was still good, 
he said. The building is open 
Monday through Thursday from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Carr said students come after 
school, eat something and many 
times return to school for various 
practices. But during those two 
hours Carr and other adults try to 

build relationships and share the 
gospel message.

“This ministry is not intended 
for church kids only,” he said. 
“It’s mainly geared to reaching 
out to kids who are unchurched. 

It gives them a safe 
place, gets them 
off the streets and 
offers positive re-
lationships with 
adults.”

Many of the 
youth who are 
coming have “nev-
er heard of Jesus, 
never heard of the 
Bible or anything 
about it,” he said. 
“The majority of 

them have no clue as to what the 
Bible teaches, who Jesus is or 
the salvation He offers.”

The 38-year-old Carr, who 
has served at the church for six 

years, said the lack of biblical 
knowledge is surprising. How-
ever, many of the youth, after 
hearing the gospel for possibly 
the �rst time, have responded in 
a positive way. The gospel, he 
said, has its own draw.

Hearing the gospel
The church recently had a 

youth lock-in, and when the 
gospel was presented, several 
responded.

“One of our students is a se-
nior and he said, ‘This is my 
last year, can you have [a lock-
in]?’ I said, ‘I’ll do one just 
for you.’ We had 20 kids show 
up; I always do an evangelistic 
devotion, and six 
kids got saved that 
night,” he said. “It 
has been unreal how 
God is working. Ev-
ery single day at the 

Refuge something new is going 
on, a new kid starts a relation-
ship with either me or one of 
the adults. These kids have no 
one to talk to, no one loving on 
them. Kids are crying out for 
people to love them and accept 
them.”

The Fleming County school 
system approves of the Refuge 
and announces meetings there 
on a regular basis. 

A couple of years ago, Carr 
noted, one of the biggest el-
ementary schools in the district 
had 93 sixth grade students and 
only six lived with their parents. 
The rest were living either in 
foster care, with grandparents 

or with a guardian or 
caregiver.

Gaining trust
“They’re essen-

tially raising them-
selves,” he said. “It 
has been a struggle 
to gain the trust of 
the kids. They don’t 
trust adults based 
on how their life is. 

(But) once the relationship is 
built, you would not believe the 
things that can happen.”

Carr said they have had some 
students with gender issues 
come to a Bible study. One of 
them, he said, interrupted and 
asked if he could sit closer so 
he could hear better.

“We have the gospel to share 
with them and there’s nothing 
better for them to hear,” he said.

EDITOR’S NOTE — This ar-
ticle was originally published 
by Kentucky Today, news ser-
vice of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention.

livesImpacting
By Mark Maynard

Kentucky Today

KY church reaching unchurched youth through ‘The Refuge’

Photo courtesy of Kentucky Today

Youth watch television, play video games and ping-pong and hear the gospel 
message at the Refuge in Flemingsburg, Kentucky. The youth center, spon-

sored by Flemingsburg Baptist, has become a popular hang out for local youth.

TO READ MORE 
STORIES LIKE THIS 
ABOUT KENTUCKY 
BAPTISTS, VISIT 
KENTUCKYTODAY.
COM.

“[THE REFUGE] 
GIVES [KIDS] A 
SAFE PLACE … 
GETS THEM OFF 
THE STREETS.”

https://www.kentuckytoday.com/
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P
astor Sabin Boruga 
deletes the photos as 
quickly as they pop into 
his WhatsApp group 
text. The images of hor-

ri�c scenes discovered in Ukrainian 
towns devastated by the Russian 
invasion �lter into the text stream 
alongside hope-�lled, encouraging 
pictures of Romanian Baptists serv-
ing refugees along the border.

“My heart can’t handle the pho-
tos of the bodies so I delete them ... 
and while I’m not one to cry easily, 
watching fathers having to leave 
their families at the border with the 
kids grasping to hold on to them 
gets me,” said Boruga, a Baptist 
church planter in Sighisoara, Ro-
mania.

Working nonstop
Boruga shared his story with 

The Baptist Paper and TAB Me-
dia Group on April 9 while in the 
Huntsville, Alabama, area visiting 
churches and ministry donors on 
his way to Texas.

“Romanian Baptist churches 
were the �rst to take in refugees,” 
he mentioned, noting pastors have 
been working nonstop since the 
war began in late February. Some 
are at the border providing food, 
clothing and other resources. Oth-
ers are managing the makeshift 
dormitories set up within the 
church buildings.

Adapting ministries
Church leaders moved quickly 

to adapt ministries to care for the 
overwhelming immediate needs of 
the more than half a million Ukrai-
nians �owing through Romania, 
Boruga explained.

“It is exhausting ... but God is 
using us and we don’t want to com-
plain. ... God is using Romanians 
for such a time as this. We are to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus, but 
we also have to use our mouths 
to share the gospel and make dis-
ciples,” he shared. 

“God can use this time for many 
people to know Jesus Christ. ... 

By Jennifer Davis Rash
The Baptist Paper

Romanian Baptist pastor reports on relief, discipleship efforts

‘This is our time’

And Ukrainians are coming to 
Christ and being baptized.

“God brought missions to our 
doorsteps. ... This is our time ... and 
He gives hope in the dark times. ... 
God is going to give us the wisdom 
for how to do it. We want to be 
found faithful.”

Boruga serves as vice president 
of education for Sibiu Baptist As-
sociation, the Romanian association 
partnering with Alabama’s Madison 
Baptist Association.

Ron Lynch, who serves as church 
ministries director for Madison As-
sociation, works with associational 
missions partnerships and has 
known Boruga since a team from 

the association �rst visited Roma-
nia nearly a decade ago.

“We have taken teams to do 
various projects and retreats for the 
pastors and churches of this central 
Romania area for the past eight to 
nine years,” Lynch said, noting the 
next team headed to Romania in 
late April will assist with the minis-
try to Ukrainian refugees.

Ways to pray
When asked how Baptists can 

pray, Boruga shared these requests:
4For wisdom
4To reach the people for Christ
4For opportunities to share the  
    gospel with the refugees
4To be a light in the darkness
4For the health of the pastors 
    and volunteers. 

EDITOR’S NOTE — To read this 
story in its entirety, visit tbponline.
org/Sabin-Boruga.

Photo courtesy of Sabin Boruga

Romanian Baptist and Brethren church volunteers deliver food and supplies to 
a drop-off site in Ukraine. The supplies are purchased with funds donated by 

U.S. churches and are taken to the site each time a van is �lled up. 

Ron Lynch (right) of Madison Baptist 
Association in Huntsville, Alabama, 
hosts Pastor Sabin Boruga of 
Sighisoara, Romania, while he is 
in the state in early April visiting 
churches and ministry leaders. Photo by Jennifer Davis Rash/The Baptist Paper
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Despite the constant threat 
of danger and destruction 
from Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, a small yet 

resilient Christian radio station in 
Odessa continues to bring God’s 
word and hope.

New Life Radio, formed in 1996 
by Daniel Johnson, president of 
Christian Radio for Russia, was an 
effort to address the need of do-
mestic Christian radio services in 
the country.

“Russia was a land dominated 
by state-sponsored atheism by the 
Soviets,” Johnson said. “For 70 
years everything was done by man 
to destroy the Church, even though 
God retained His remnant. By 1991 
it was clear God had determined 
the end of this godless nation, and 
He opened a door for us, like in ev-
ery generation since the time of the 
Apostles, to carry out the order of 
Acts 1:8.”

‘Gave us the vision’
“So He gave us the vision, and 

despite how dif� cult it was to pull 
it off, the Lord gave us success.”

However, the journey has been 
long and sometimes arduous, John-
son noted.

“After three years of dealing with 
the Russian government to obtain 
an FM frequency and building a 
station, � nally in November 1996, 
New Life Radio went on the air,” 
he said.

But soon after, Johnson realized 
the rest of Russia 
did not have local 
Christian radio and, 
knowing how dif� cult 
it was to get a chan-
nel from the Russian 
government, he devel-
oped a strategy to get 
Christian program-
ming into every com-
munity and remote 
area of the former Soviet Union.

“The key was in pioneering the 
use of direct-to-home satellite ra-
dio,” he noted.

In 1999, Johnson moved to Mos-
cow and near Red Square set up 
a radio studio that had � ber optic 
access to a new satellite providing 
� rst-time coast-to-coast coverage 

of the Russian landmass. By 2000 
New Life Radio Moscow went on 
the air right next to the Kremlin 
and delivered digital Christian ra-
dio 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week nationwide, using small satel-
lite antennae.

“For communities that would 
never be able to get an FM channel, 
this satellite signal would provide 

a resource for local 
evangelism and dis-
cipleship,” Johnson 
said.

But everything 
changed when Vladi-
mir Putin came into 
of� ce as president, 
sources noted. It 
became dif� cult for 
Christian media de-

velopment. In 2006, however, New 
Life Radio was able to initiate the 
� rst domestic Christian internet 
radio service to reach a global Rus-
sian-speaking audience, including 
Eastern Europe, the Central Asian 
republics and Israel, where more 
than 2 million Russian-speakers 
live.

NLR hit another roadblock in 
2019 as the Russian government 
set up restrictive laws on press, re-
ligion and telecommunications, in-
cluding the internet, Johnson said.

Leaving Moscow
“In order to save the network for 

Russia, we had to leave Moscow,” 
he recalled. “So NLR moved its op-
eration to Odessa, Ukraine, keeping 
the same media channels, but shift-
ing our work to Odessa with a new 
radio team.”

Eventually, they lost all FM sta-
tions in Russia. “But God gave us 
satellite and internet radio and now 
we cover more area than we could 
ever imagine,” Johnson said.

“Now our current hurdle is a war 
initiated by Russia that is threaten-
ing the city of Odessa where we 
broadcast from,” Johnson said.

“We have been forced to set up a 
remote studio in Iasi, Romania.”

New Life Radio has been subsi-
dized for 26 years by Christian Ra-
dio for Russia, which works with 
a small group of individual Chris-
tians across America.

By Hamilton Richardson
The Baptist Paper

Despite war, radio brings hope to Christians in Ukraine
Photo courtesy of Daniel Johnson

Ukraine’s New Life Radio staff with founder 
Daniel Johnson (right) have had to set up 
another location in Romania. Because of 
satellite and internet transmissions, the 
station can reach more people than ever.

FOR UPDATES ON 
THE NEW LIFE 
RADIO TEAM IN 
UKRAINE, VISIT 
CRFR.ORG.

http://crfr.org/
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D
anny Lovett said 
he’s had a heart for  
young pastors and 
the lost for a long 
time. But the way 

those passions have � eshed out 
in the past 10 years has caught 
him by surprise.

First, after years of training 
young pastors and helping church 
planting teams at Tennessee Tem-
ple University and Liberty Uni-
versity, he ended up as a church 
planter himself.

When his friend David Wil-
son � rst asked him about plant-
ing a church in Shelby County, 
Alabama, he said he checked to 
make sure Wilson remembered 
his age.

“I was 58 years old, not like 
a young man being a church 

Church at Chelsea Westover, said he 
knows what it’s like to be the recipi-
ent of Lovett’s encouragement. As 
he served alongside Lovett for more 
than half of his time at the church, 
Lovett poured into him as the church 
prepared him to become the next 
pastor.

“God allowed me to work with 
him and be mentored by him, and 
that has been such a blessing,” 
Wright said.

Not only that — Lovett left the 
church settled in a new multipurpose 
building on 90 acres of paid-for land 
in Shelby County, which it already is 
using for sports outreach and evan-
gelistic events for the community.

In May, they’re starting connect 
groups, something Wright said is 
needed.

“We have had 40 people join the 

church since the end of last year,” 
he explained. “We have visitors 
every week and people saved every 
week, so we’ve got a job to do in 
discipling. I’m excited about that.”

‘Beautiful’ transition
Lovett — who was named pas-

tor emeritus in late March — is 
excited about it, too, along with 
the ministry he’ll be doing on the 
pickleball court.

He said the church’s transition to 
Wright’s pastorate has been “beau-
tiful.”

Through all his different kinds 
of ministry, Lovett said the point 
has always been to get the hope of 
the gospel to as many people as 
possible.

“I’m always amazed at the 
opportunities,” he said.

planter — it was the old man being 
a church planter,” Lovett remem-
bered.

But God gave him and Wilson 
a vision, and 10 years 
later the Church at Chelsea 
Westover is thriving.

However, a little over 
halfway through Lovett’s 
time there, God started 
planting seeds for what 
would become a new minis-
try in his next season of life 
— a love for pickleball.

“It’s the fastest-growing 
racquet sport, and Susan 
[his wife] and I have traveled all 
over the country playing,” Lovett 
said.

Pickleball — a cross between 
table tennis, tennis and badminton 
— is played with a � berglass or 

wooden paddle, a net and a Wif� e 
ball. For Lovett, it offers a lot of 
evangelistic opportunities.

“When I introduce myself as 
Pastor Danny and we get to 
know each other and play 
together, I get to share the 
gospel,” he explained. 

He and Susan also set up 
a tent and hand out water 
and talk to people at pick-
leball tournaments. In May, 
Lovett will play in the Na-
tional Senior Games in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida.

As people play pickleball 
with him and get to know him, 
Lovett said they often ask, “Are 
you a real pastor?” And they open 
up with prayer requests and ques-
tions.

“I like to say I’m a missionary to 

pickleball or a pickleball chaplain,” 
Lovett said.

And in this next season, as he and 
his wife travel in their RV, playing 
pickleball and sharing the gospel, 
their home base will be another part 
of their new ministry — a retreat 
cabin for pastors in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. 

The cabin will hold four families. 
Lovett said it is meant to minister to 
pastors and their wives and is under 
the umbrella of the Jesus is Awe-
some Ministry he organized before 
his time at the Church at Chelsea 
Westover.

Encouraging others
“I want to work with pastors and 

encourage them any way I can,” 
Lovett said.

Rick Wright, now pastor of the 

By Grace Thornton
The Baptist Paper

Church planter to focus on pastoral encouragement, pickleball in new ministry season
PICKLEBALL

A love for Pickleball community 
relational, competitive

Keeping score, other tips

It’s a racquet sport you play 
with a paddle — and it doesn’t 

really have anything to do with 
pickles, except maybe the pickle 
juice hardcore players drink for 
cramps during games. 

While the game of pickleball 
has been around since 1965, 
it’s only recently 
gained the atten-
tion needed to at-
tract all age groups 
and ability levels.

Young ten-
nis players are 
some of the most 
shocked to dis-
cover how much 
they love the 
game, sometimes 
to the dismay of 
their parents and 
coaches who have 
invested thousands 
of hours and dol-
lars into training 
and equipment.

“Tennis players and those who 
play any racquet sport can typi-
cally translate those skills to the 
pickleball court even though the 
game is played very differently,” 
said Jason Rash, pickleball coor-
dinator for the national Life Time 
Fitness chain’s Alabama location.

“Athletes in general are having 
fun learning to play pickleball,” 

Games can be played with 
singles or doubles. Singles can 
be played full court or restricted 
to one quadrant in what is called 
skinny singles.

Games are typically played to 
11 points, and a win has to be by 2 
points. (Tournament play varies.)

One point is scored when you 
are serving and the opposing team 
fails to return the ball or hits it out 
of bounds. When the serving team 
fails to return the ball or hits it out 

of bounds, then the serve goes to 
the opposing team (after second 
server for doubles).

At the beginning of each serve, 
the server should say the score 
(and server count if playing dou-
bles) loud enough for all players 
to hear. For instance: 0-0-1 for 
the � rst server when no one has 
scored, and 0-0-2 for no scores 
and the second server. 

For a full list of the rules and 
the history, visit usapickleball.org.

he added. “But it’s also a game 
for people of all skill levels.”

Rash, who has been playing 
pickleball competitively for about 
three years, spends several hours 
a day teaching others how to play 
the sport he loves.

“Learning the soft, slower touch 
of the dink rather 
than aggressively 
banging the ball 
is key to develop-
ing your game for 
those who want to 
play a higher skill 
level,” he said.

For those ready 
to learn the game, 
Rash suggests 
starting with one 
or two of the ba-
sics and building 
from there.

“Learning how 
to properly hold 
your paddle and 
make contact with 

the ball can make a big difference 
going forward,” he said. “Start 
with good habits and remember to 
have fun.

“The pickleball community is 
known for its caring environment, 
which provides a natural oppor-
tunity for church groups to use 
the sport as an outreach ministry.” 
(Jennifer Davis Rash)

LOVETT
Photo courtesy of Jennifer Rash

Pickleball clubs are popping up 
across the country, some adding 

a touch of creative branding.

Photo by Jennifer Davis Rash/
The Baptist Paper
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By Johanna Willett
Portraits

outreach
Rooted in

O
n any given day, the 
Hope Center at North 
Phoenix Baptist Church 
in Phoenix, Arizona, 
may host refugees 

learning English, widows receiving 
comfort or medical professionals 
providing health care.

The ministry at North Phoenix 
Baptist’s central campus opened in 
September 2020 to provide a range 
of services for people in need — 
currently about 300 per month.

“The Hope Center is really the 
result of a vision of our pastor, Noe 
Garcia,” said Lorri Paetz, Hope Cen-
ter director. “He really has a heart 
for our city and wanted to help meet 
physical needs to open the door to 
share the gospel and meet spiritual 
needs.”

A long time coming, the Hope 
Center is rooted in outreach the 
church has been doing for years 
— backpack drives, Thanksgiv-
ing meals and toys for children at 
Christmastime.

Partnerships
“This has allowed us to be avail-

able to our community year-round,” 
said Paetz of the Hope Center.

Spread out over 15,000 square 
feet on the North Phoenix campus, 
the Hope Center has enabled the 
church to extend the hours of its 
existing food pantry and clothing 
closet, open a barbershop and col-
laborate with other organizations 
and ministries serving the commu-
nity.

“Our thought is we can’t do all 
of this by ourselves,” said Chuck 
Stanley, North Phoenix executive 
pastor of �nance and administra-
tion. “There are people doing this 
who are good at it. Let’s bring them 

and Mercy Homeless Ministries 
packs sandwiches for individuals 
experiencing homelessness. And 

other organizations 
provide care for 
many others, includ-
ing women who were 
formerly incarcerated 
and adults with spe-
cial needs. Ministries 
such as Celebrate 
Recovery, GriefShare 
and DivorceCare also 
help hurting people.

Even more part-
nerships are in the 
works.

“We recognize in a 
city this large, there 
are a number of orga-
nizations doing really 

good, faith-based work,” Paetz said. 
“We did not have the manpower or 
energy to start every ministry. But 

our idea was, let’s just partner and 
work together. We’re all the body 
of Christ. … One is the ear and one 
is the toe and one is the arm, and 
together we can make it work and 
reach the city for Christ.”

Hope found in Jesus
Sister Ministries serves formerly 

incarcerated women with Bible 
study, hygiene packs, clothing op-
tions and more. The partnership 
with North Phoenix and the Hope 
Center frees up the ministry’s re-
sources, while providing women 
with a safe space, additional servic-
es and, hopefully, a church family to 
join.

“Our goal is 
for the women 
to not stay at 
Sister,” said Ju-
liana McFadden, 
Sister Ministries 
founder and 
president. “We 
want to shepherd 
them into the 
body of believ-
ers, the church.”

And at the 
Hope Center, 
that’s ultimately the goal: to intro-
duce people to the hope found in 
Jesus.

“We have seen doors open to 
share the gospel,” Paetz said. “We 
have seen people come to know the 
Lord through the organizations we 
partner with. And we have seen God 
move in the hearts of our people to 
become volunteers and bring food 
and donate.”

EDITOR’S NOTE — This article 
originally appeared in Portraits, a 
publication of Arizona Baptists.

into the Hope Center and let them 
do what they’re good at and part-
ner with them so there is one place 
people can come for 
help.”

The partnerships 
abound as North 
Phoenix has net-
worked with numer-
ous nonpro�ts for 
ministries at the 
Hope Center.

Arizona Baptist 
Children’s Services 
provides foster care 
and adoption ser-
vices. Mission of 
Mercy offers free 
health care. Abound-
ing Service teaches 
ESL and citizenship 
classes for refugees. Grand Canyon 
University and CityServe connect 
households with home goods. Grace 

Hope Center meets physical and spiritual needs in Phoenix

Photo courtesy of Portraits

North Phoenix Baptist Church’s Hope Center offers a number of services to the 
community, all with the goal of introducing people to the hope found in Jesus.

TO READ 
MORE 
STORIES LIKE 
THIS ABOUT 
ARIZONA 
BAPTISTS, 
VISIT AZSBC.
ORG.

“WE WANT TO 
SHEPHERD [THE 
WOMEN] INTO 
THE BODY OF 
BELIEVERS, 

THE CHURCH.”
J U L I A N A  M c F A D D E N

https://azsbc.org/
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T
wo phrases — not count-
ing “my hero” — de-
scribe Bobby Cox, said 
his son Israel Cox and 
grandson Noah Cox, a 

current master of divinity student at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Bobby and Noah are both 
graduates of the seminary.

Israel likes to say his dad “walks 
slowly” at church. Noah sees his 
grandfather as “openhanded.” Both 
are meant as compliments.

As a child, Israel Cox didn’t al-
ways appreciate waiting in the car 
after church as his father “walked 
slowly” through the crowd, talking 
and listening. “He was doing minis-
try,” Israel said. “He was just talking 
to people and building relationships 
and listening. He was just giving 
himself away.”

But as the third-generation repre-
sentative of the Cox family to attend 
NOBTS, Noah appreciates a grand-
father who modeled what it means 
to hold on to possessions lightly.

“When I think of someone who 
knows that everything they have is 
not theirs, but God’s, I think of my 
grandparents,” Noah said. “[My 
grandfather] lives his life very 
‘openhanded.’ ”

While Bobby’s ministry is marked 
by humility and service, his journey 
to seminary had a not-too-typical 
beginning. After retiring from a ca-
reer of teaching high school agricul-
ture and shop, Bobby and his wife, 
Elaine, sold their farm in Colquitt, 
Georgia, and moved to New Orleans 
to begin classes — not long after 
their son Israel had graduated from 
NOBTS.

While Bobby insists his ministry 
is simple, his family knows his ex-
ample is something special.

Both Noah and Israel consider 
him their hero.

 “Some of the most important 
things I learned about ministry I 
learned long before I ever knew I 
was going to be a pastor,” Israel 
said. “I learned from him.”

Retirement can wait
The unexpected call to ministry 

came as Bobby and Elaine led a 
young adult Sunday School class at 
their home church in Colquitt. It was 
one of the many ministries in which 
they served. Bobby was set to retire 
from teaching. Israel was nearing 
graduation at the time.

“So we went,” Bobby said. “If I 
wasn’t the oldest guy on campus, I 
was close to it.”

Israel said his father took his habit 
of “slow walking” to seminary and 
soon was pouring his life into others. 
One student — who knew English 
as a second language — bene�ted 
from Bobby’s many hours of help 
with grammar and language.

By Marilyn Stewart
 New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

‘Openhanded’ lives, ‘slow walking’ marks a family legacy of service

Passing it on

After Bobby and Elaine joined 
Edgewater Baptist Church, near the 
NOBTS campus, Bobby worked 
alongside David Platt in the church’s 
French Quarter ministry, serving the 
homeless community. Platt was dean 
of chapel at the time, and he would 
go on to become president of the 
International Mission Board and a 
New York Times bestselling author. 

‘A wealth of information’
While the classes and time with 

professors made a great impact on 
his life, Bobby made sure to attend 
every chapel service.

“I never missed a day of chapel,” 
Bobby said. “I love good preaching, 
and they had it.”

Bobby still returns from time to 
time to the �ve notebooks he �lled 
with notes from chapel, a resource 
he calls “a wealth of information.”

Graduation meant another step of 
faith as Bobby and Elaine moved 

to Nashville to help with a church 
plant. They stayed for eight years.

‘Very rewarding’
“It was one of the hardest things 

I’ve ever done, but it was also very 
rewarding,” Bobby said. “We tried 
to grow the church by loving on the 
people.”

Passing the faith on to the next 
generation is not always easy. With 
a son and a grandson in ministry, 
Bobby is quick to credit God’s work 
in their lives.

While each credits God’s grace, 
they also recognize the importance 
of living out their faith.

“I think it’s less formal than we 
think it is, and I think it’s simpler 
than we make it,” Israel said. “It’s 
just lived. It’s God’s grace in our 
lives. ... I think it’s just modeled and 
lived.”

For Noah, Christians serving oth-
ers made an impact. Noah watched 
as his father, Israel, planted a church 
in Gulfport, Mississippi. Soon after 
Hurricane Katrina ravaged the area 
in 2005, Noah saw his father and 
hundreds of volunteers work to meet 
needs and help others rebuild.

“I fell in love with the church be-
fore I fell in love with Jesus,” Noah 
said.

Israel leads Crosspoint Church in 
Gulfport as pastor. His parents serve 
as volunteers, with Bobby leading 
the men’s group.

“He serves the community there 
so well,” Noah said of his grandfa-
ther.

Bobby said, “I wish I was the man 
Noah is when I was his age. He’s 
something else.”

EDITOR’S NOTE — This story 
was originally published by New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary.

NOBTS photo

(L to r) Bobby Cox, Israel Cox and Noah Cox are three generations serving in 
ministry. Bobby serves as a volunteer at the Mississippi church where Israel is 

pastor. Noah serves as youth pastor of First Baptist Church Folsom, Louisiana.
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A
s the Sexual Abuse 
Task Force �nalizes 
its report in the com-
ing weeks, the law �rm 
representing the South-

ern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee during the investigation 
will be wrapping up its service in 
the coming months, according to an 
announcement April 14.

The upcoming change in attorneys 
comes amid questions about the 
�rm’s support of organizations and 
efforts in con�ict with traditional 
Christian values.

The EC secured the services of 
the Bradley law �rm, a national 
�rm with a local of�ce in Nashville 
where the EC is based, in a tempo-
rary capacity in late October. Three 
attorneys from the group were hired 
to assist with the legal aspects re-
lated to Guidepost Solutions’ third-
party review following the decision 
of longtime EC attorneys Jim Guen-
ther and Jamie Jordan (from the �rm 
Guenther, Jordan and Price) to ter-
minate their role with the EC earlier 
in October. 

Guenther’s �rm has remained 
available to assist the EC and SBC 
during the transition period. 

EC board members and of�cials 
explained in October that the recom-
mendation for Bradley came from a 
then-EC staff member and the deci-
sion had to be made quickly. 

Urgent matter
In a statement of�cially released 

April 14, EC of�cers said, “The 
urgency of the effort to cooperate 
with the Sexual Abuse Task Force 
investigation was, and is, critical to 
the reputation of the SBC Executive 
Committee and in demonstrating its 
commitment to transparency during 
the investigation and to the conven-
tion at large.

“Bradley came highly recom-
mended with expertise in critical 
areas being faced by the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee,” the statement 
reads. “Since their engagement 
began, they have resolved potential 
litigation, ensured maximum coop-
eration with the Sexual Abuse Task 
Force’s investigation, demonstrated 
an understanding of our statement 
of faith and mission as well as our 
polity, earned the trust of Guidepost 
Solutions and the Committee on Co-
operation, and tirelessly worked to 
protect and preserve the interests of 
the SBC Executive Committee.”

The EC anticipates paying at least 
$4 million in legal fees — which 
includes Bradley, Guenther and 
others — at the conclusion of the 
Guidepost investigation and task 
force report. 

The report will be released public-
ly in mid- to late May and a presen-
tation with recommendations will be 
made to convention messengers at-

tending the June 14–15 SBC Annual 
Meeting in Anaheim.

Concern over the law �rm’s sup-
port of the Nashville Pride festival 
and other LGBTQ-related groups 
surfaced publicly in late February 
through an article written by Don 
Hinkle of The Pathway in Missouri. 

The �rm, which also reportedly 
supports the National Ri�e Associa-
tion and faith-based organizations, 
had removed its online list of chari-
table contributions at press time.

Several groups, including min-
istries and hospitals, were initially 
listed among those it supports in 
what the leaders describe as their 
way of giving back to the various 
communities they serve.

‘Global operation’
Founded in 1870 in Elyton, 

Alabama, before moving to Bir-
mingham in 1871, Bradley is now 
a global operation with 10 of�ces 
located in Alabama, Florida, Mis-

sissippi, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas and the District of Columbia, 
according to the �rm’s website. 

Bradley (of�cially Bradley Arant 
Boult Cummings LLP) has nearly 
600 lawyers on its payroll.

The EC of�cers said in their state-
ment, “Federal law requires Bradley 
(and all other nonreligious employ-
ers) ‘to ensure that its employees 
work in an environment free from 
prejudice, harassment, discrimina-
tion, and that each employee is 
afforded the same opportunity for 
promotion and success.’ This federal 
mandate requires them to consider 
and employ individuals that may not 
typically be hired by Southern Bap-
tist churches or entities.

“As a result, Bradley supports 
multiple diversity and inclusion ef-
forts and internal af�nity groups,” 
the statement reads. “Some of 
these efforts may be out of step 
with Southern Baptist convictions 
expressed in the Baptist Faith and 
Message 2000, but most churches 
and state conventions are faced with 
similar challenges when they engage 
in business with various secular 
companies.”

The EC used Guenther’s �rm for 
more than 55 years in a billable-
hours arrangement, the same struc-
ture used with the Bradley �rm. The 
EC currently does not have in-house 
legal counsel but has had a position 
in the past. 

The search for a new law �rm 
will begin after the annual meeting, 
the April 14 statement noted. “The 
SBC Executive Committee requires 
sophisticated legal counsel to guide 
the SBC in our faithful response to 
the �ndings and recommendations 
from the Sexual Abuse Task Force’s 
investigation, and we are determined 
to secure such counsel.”

Legal guidance
By Jennifer Davis Rash

The Baptist Paper

SBC Executive Committee officers address law firm concerns

Photo by Jennifer Davis Rash/The Baptist Paper

Bradley law �rm representatives had reserved seating (not occupied in photo) on 
the second row for the Feb. 21–22 SBC Executive Committee meeting in Nashville.
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NEWS

Headline news
New Orleans Seminary’s student 
center named in honor of Fred Luter

The board of trustees at New Orleans Seminary 
and Leavell College voted in mid-April to re-
name the Hardin Student Center as the Fred Lu-
ter Jr. Student Cen-
ter. Luter is pastor 
of Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church in 
New Orleans, a 
former Southern 
Baptist Convention 
president and an 
ardent supporter of 
the seminary. 

The new name is 
part of a $12 million campus renovation project.

President Jamie Dew surprised Luter and 
members of his church with the news on Easter.

“Proverbs 3:27 says this, ‘Do not withhold 
good from those to whom it is due when it is in 
your power to do so,” Dew said during the pre-
sentation. “Pastor Luter, you are clearly a man 
to whom honor is due and it is within our power 
to do so.”

The student center renovations were funded 
by a $2 million anonymous gift, which includes 
naming rights for the building. 

Franklin Avenue Baptist Church called Lu-
ter as pastor in 1986. He has helped the once 
struggling congregation of 65 members grow to 
one of the largest Southern Baptist churches in 
Louisiana. 

In 2012, Luter was elected as the �rst African 
American president of the SBC and served two 
terms in that role.

The newly renovated cafeteria also will re-
ceive a new name. Trustees voted to name the 
cafeteria the Landrum Leavell Dining Hall in 
memory of Landrum P. Leavell II, the semi-
nary’s seventh president, who served for 20 
years. (New Orleans Seminary)

Georgia church names renovated chapel 
after local, global in�uencer Lottie Moon

First Baptist Church Cartersville, Georgia, 
named a chapel after and dedicated it to the 
memory of Lottie Moon, a missionary who 
served among the people of China and opened a 
school for girls in Cartersville in 1871.

The chapel is the centerpiece of a $9.7 million 
building expansion at the church’s campus. 

Gene Lee, an elder, stated, “We named our 
building venture ‘The Legacy Project,’ because 
of our 180-year history as a church and the sig-
ni�cance of learning from previous generations 
and the opportunity to pass that on to those who 

come behind us. One of the key legacies in our 
history is that Lottie Moon was once a part of 
our fellowship.” (Georgia’s The Christian Index)

Resolution submissions open through 
May 30 for SBC Annual Meeting

The 2022 SBC Annual Meeting will convene 
at the Anaheim Convention Center June 14 at 8 
a.m. and adjourn June 15 at 5 p.m., according 
to the of�cial schedule for the meeting released 
on March 22. The theme for this year’s meeting 
is “Jesus, the Center of It All.” The meeting will 
include sessions on church planting, racial rec-
onciliation and abortion.

The program includes time for a presentation 
by the Sexual Abuse Task Force, whose report is 
expected to be released in May. 

Resolutions may be submitted through May 
30. For more information and to download the 
form, visit sbc.net/resources/sbc-resolutions/
submit-a-resolution. Messenger preregistration 
and child-care registration is open at sbcannual-
meeting.net. (The Baptist Paper)

Lifeway Research �nds pastors need time 
for prayer, friendships, Bible reading

In Lifeway Research’s 2022 Greatest Needs of 
Pastors study, most U.S. Protestant pastors say 
they need to personally invest in spiritual needs. 

Lifeway Research interviewed 200 pastors 
who identi�ed 44 issues they face as pastors. A 
thousand pastors were surveyed to determine 
which needs were most prevalent. Seven catego-
ries were formed: ministry dif�culties, spiritual 
needs, mental challenges, personal life, self-
care, people dynamics and areas of skill devel-
opment. 

At least 3 in 5 pastors say each spiritual need 
is an important 
area in which they 
need to person-
ally invest. Prayer, 
friendships and 
Bible reading are 
at the top of the 
list. Other impor-
tant spiritual needs 
Protestant pastors 
identi�ed include 

trusting God, developing relationships with oth-
er pastors, having a consistent Sabbath and con-
fessing and repenting sin. (Lifeway Research)

California Southern Baptist Convention 
partners with IMB, Gateway Seminary

A partnership between California Southern 
Baptist Convention, the International Mission 

Board and Gateway Seminary will enable Gate-
way Seminary students to explore the possibil-
ity of career missions, reported CSBC.

CSBC and IMB will provide up to $100,000 
over the next �ve years to support students 
through short-term missions trips to the Asia 
Paci�c Rim region through the program Beyond 
Teams. The program allows students to examine 
their ministry calling while earning class credit. 
Up to 20 students annually will receive a travel 
stipend up to $1,000 per trip to the Asia Paci�c 
Rim to serve on a Beyond Team.

CSBC and IMB are in the second year of a 
�ve-year partnership to mobilize California 
churches for missions to APAC countries due to 
the 2.2 billion lost people there. (CSBC)

IMB kicks off young adult conference, 
‘movement’ focused on Rev. 7:9

More than 400 students attended the kickoff 
of REV7:9 at New Orleans Seminary on March 

11 in conjunction 
with the Louisiana 
Baptist Conven-
tion’s collegiate 
evangelism confer-
ence.

REV7:9 is a mis-
sions movement 
for 18- to 25-year-
olds organized by 
the International 

Mission Board creating a community commit-
ted to the vision in Revelation 7:9.

“Church planting, refugee ministry, reaching 
lost people in global cities, university ministry 
and more are all possibilities for ways to serve. 
We want to come tell you how to make that a re-
ality,” said Andy Pettigrew, student mobilization 
team leader for the IMB. (IMB)

Church planters from 37 states, 
Puerto Rico attend Send Network event

One hundred sixty-�ve new church planters 
attended Send Network’s orientation March 7–9 
at the North American Mission Board’s main 
of�ce in Alpharetta, Georgia.

Church planters from 37 states and Puerto 
Rico attended. Planters attended a series of 
sessions and workshops, heard messages of en-
couragement and worshipped God together.

“We are here to energize and equip these 
new church planters, and then serve and sup-
port them for the �rst �ve years of their church 
planting journey, in order to see them become 
church planting churches,” said Noah Oldham, 
leader of Send Network’s care team. (NAMB)

from the SBC

NOBTS photo

Unsplash.com

NOBTS photo
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By Rudy Gray
The Courier

B
urnsview Baptist Church 
in Greer, South Carolina, 
set a Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering goal of 
$20,000 for 2021.

On Dec. 21, the church held a 
special service designed to focus 
speci�cally on its offering. Pastor 
Tim Huckaby said, “A short video 
was shown, a dramatization of Lot-
tie Moon’s life was presented and 
a speaker from the North American 
Mission Board came to deliver the 
message. Then we conducted our 
Lottie Moon Christmas march.”

To the surprise and joy of the con-
gregation, $120,000 was given. Be-
fore the end of the year, it had grown 
to $122,000. Burnsview Baptist had 
an average worship attendance of 
325 in 2020, with giving at a little 
more than $1 million dollars.

Exceeding a Lottie Moon goal by 
that much gets the attention of many 
people. International Mission Board 
President Paul Chitwood tweeted, 
“Here’s one for the Lottie Moon 
offering record books. Burnsview 
Baptist Church set a 
goal of $20,000 and 
came in at $120,000. 
Thank you, Pastor Tim 
Huckaby and church 
family.”

Committed to 
community

Burnsview was found-
ed in 1921 and was 
served by bivocational 
pastors until 1948. Dur-
ing the �rst year of the �edging con-
gregation, members wanted a church 
building. They decided to move for-
ward with building plans, but they 
owned no land.

G.W. Burns gave the church one 
acre of his land. On this property, 

they built their �rst building, and 
their benefactor, Burns, served as 
the church’s janitor. In honor of his 
contribution, the young congrega-

tion named the church 
after him.

Since its founding, the 
church has continued a 
steady growth, creating 
the need to build more 
and more facilities. 

Sometimes older 
buildings were razed to 
make room for larger ac-
commodations.

Huckaby has the lon-
gest tenure of any pastor 

in the history of the church. He be-
came the senior pastor in 2002, and 
two morning worship services were 
begun in 2003. In 2005 the current 
sanctuary was built, and a ground-
breaking for the new fellowship hall 
was held in 2017. 

“We want to stay fresh and true 
to the Word. We were once called 
‘God’s little secret,’ but we now 
have a presence,” Huckaby said. 
That presence is seen in the numer-
ous ministries the church has in the 
community around it. 

Huckaby said Burnsview is 
committed to being a community 
church. “We volunteer in soup 
kitchens, do camps, backyard Bible 
clubs, prayer walks and more,” he 
said. “We stay away from being a 
trendy church and focus on remain-
ing a traditional church without 
frills. We are striving to meet the 
needs of the growing community 
around us that was previously farm-
land.”

‘Challenged to give’
During the church’s 100th an-

niversary celebration on Aug. 
22, 2021, a plaque was given to 

James “Tee” Hamby, currently 
the longest-serving member of the 
church. Huckaby observed, “God 
has blessed him with many years 
of life, and he is presently 90 years 
old. He and his wife, Pat, still attend 
each service at Burnsview and are 
involved in the various ministries of 
the church.”

At the August celebration, the 
members were challenged to give “a 
monetary amount in memory or in 
honor of someone they loved. The 
total amount of this special offering 
was $153,000,” said Huckaby.

Today, the church has a pastor, 
two full-time staff members and six 
part-time staff people.

Huckaby added, “Until our Lord 
returns, the Burnsview family has 
resolved to be God’s church on 
9690 Reidville Road in Greer. Our 
prayer is that God will be glori�ed, 
the church will be edi�ed, and souls 
will be won to the Kingdom for 
such a time as this.”

EDITOR’S NOTE — This article 
was originally published by The 
Courier, newsjournal of the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention.

South Carolina church exceeds Lottie Moon goal by more than $100,000

Photo courtesy of The Courier

Burnsview Baptist Church in Greer, South Carolina, originally set a 
goal of $20,000 for its 2021 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 

By the end of the year, members had raised $122,000.

Photo courtesy of The Courier

Pastor Tim Huckaby presents a plaque 
to the longest serving member of 

Burnsview Baptist, James “Tee” Hamby.

TO READ MORE 
STORIES LIKE 
THIS ABOUT 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
BAPTISTS, VISIT 
BAPTISTCOURIER.
COM.

GENEROUS GIFT

https://baptistcourier.com/
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By Sheila Allen
Northwest Baptist Witness

transformation’
‘Agents of

W
ith a fresh 
commitment 
to making dis-
ciples, staff at 
First Baptist 

Church Longview, Washington, 
began the year by launching the 
evangelistic effort “Who’s Your 
One?” “This has been a two-year 
process in how to share Jesus 
with people,” said Pastor Cam-
eron Williams.

“We launched the 2022 empha-
sis in January with four different 
staff members preaching on the 
topic after putting it on the back 
burner due to quarantine require-
ments, which caused us to turn 
inward for a time,” Williams said.

“We brainstormed how to get 
our people to turn outward again. 
All of 2022 is about ‘Who’s Your 
One?’”

Aaronn Nelson, connections 
pastor at FBC Longview, �rst 
saw an idea at a sister church for 
engaging their people in a tac-
tile way. He shared with church 
staff the idea of using table ten-
nis balls in a variety of colors 
members could initial to repre-
sent a succession of evangelistic 
encounters with friends, family 
members and co-workers.

Commit to pray
Newest staff member, Rusty 

Patton, pastor to children and 
young families, created a lighted 
display made with plexiglass that 
allows participants to thought-
fully commit to pray for the one 
person with whom they hope to 
share the gospel.

Participants initial a white ball 
and drop it in the display. Gold 
colored balls are added to sym-

able to engage but not be over-
whelmed.

“The material covered how to 
have positive conversations and 

being aware of oth-
ers which led to full 
gospel conversations 
because they created 
the ‘God space,’” he 
noted. “We had 25 
adult participants, 
and by the end of the 
course the same sur-
vey saw their outward 

focus rise by 10 points, which is 
tremendous growth.”

Involving children
Meanwhile, Patton offered a 

study on “I’m a Christian Now” 
for children to build an evange-
listic passion among the younger 
set. Children are joining their 

parents in praying for their “one” 
and dropping balls in the display.

“We have seen double the de-
posit of balls as we progressed 
through the month and it contin-
ues to grow,” Williams said. “It 
is a beautiful thing to see. We re-
think this on a monthly basis and 
continue to mention it from the 
pulpit weekly.”

Helpful resources
Stations are displayed in the 

lobby with evangelistic material 
available for personal study. Staff 
members are praying for their 
own opportunities to share.

“Our goal is to help people see 
we are agents of transformation,” 
Williams said. “This has been 
a great way to gauge our com-
passion and help them be more 
purposeful. God will then take 
care of the transformation. This 
display board is an expression of 
that compassion, and baptisms 
would be great re�ections as 
well.”

Church members can request 
a staff member to help them per-
sonally in their quest to become 
more evangelistic.

“We have a hard time keep-
ing the resources on hand at the 
‘transformation stations’ set up 
in the lobby,” Williams noted. 
“Training videos are also avail-
able for folks to take home as 
well. The Lord is really leading 
us and we just want to be 
obedient.”

EDITOR’S NOTE — This ar-
ticle was originally published by 
the Northwest Baptist Witness, 
news service of the Northwest 
Baptist Convention.

bolize gospel conversations. Then 
as some come to faith in Christ, 
are baptized and become growing 
disciples �nding a place of minis-
try, different colored 
balls are added to the 
mix.

Working in tandem 
with this public em-
phasis, church leaders 
offered a four-week 
intensive study based 
on the book “God-
space,” by Doug Pol-
lock, a free resource offered by 
the Northwest Baptist Conven-
tion.

“At the beginning of our class, 
we took a survey that allowed 
people to see how outwardly fo-
cused they were,” Nelson said. 
“We ran through that course 
in four weeks so people were 

Church aims to help fellow believers share faith, ‘turn outward’

Photo courtesy of the Northwest Baptist Witness

Lead pastor Cameron Williams (right) discusses the success of the “Who’s Your 
One?” display with pastor of children and young families Rusty Patton (left).
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By Mark MacDonald
The Baptist Paper

Most Baptist 
churches can use 
social media tips 

to better engage with their 
audience. For years, smaller 
ministries were frustrated 
trying to advertise with 
small budgets. Then social 
media arrived and provided 
the opportunity to promote 
and to engage with a lot of 
people regularly. Plus, it’s 
free! 

But it can be a struggle to 
use social media properly. 
As you’ll see from these 
tips, “free” still requires a 
lot of work. 

Let’s tackle social media 
so anyone can master it for 
a small church. 

1. You can’t do it all. The 
more you try to do every-
thing, the less likely you’ll 
be successful at any of it. So 
start small. 

Start small by creating a 
sustainable rhythm — three 
times per week is a good 
start. 

Create a not-yet-pub-
lished library of “evergreen” 
content (entertaining or 
motivational graphics/posts 
that can be used almost any 
time) in a shared Google or 
iCloud folder.

A shared calendar will or-

Perhaps start with Face-
book (or Instagram) and get 
really good at it before ex-
panding. A word of advice: 
Capture your church name 
on all possible channels 
now as placeholders for the 
future.

2. Do whatever it takes 
to get followers. Get your 
congregation and leader-
ship to follow your page. If 
you struggle with the con-
gregation following, you’re 
probably offering the wrong 
content. Adjust. 

Talk to members with a 
larger social media presence 
and ask for content advice. 
Perhaps they’ll join your 
volunteer team. 

The best social media tip? 
Provide regular content that 
engages your audience’s 
needs, concerns and goals. 

3. Create a calendar and 
a rhythm. Building content 
is the biggest challenge. 

ganize everything that needs 
posting. Keep posts simple, 
brief and consistent in style. 

4. Get a social media 
scheduler app. These apps 
allow setup and scheduling 
so you don’t have to be con-
nected and posting all the 
time. Choose posting times 
when your audience is most 
attentive (for example, 9 
p.m. after the children are 

5 social media tips for Baptist churches
in bed). Some apps suggest 
times based on followers.  

5. Be consistent with en-
gaging content. The �nal 
social media tip? Continue. 
Watch what engages and 
build on your successes. Be 
consistent with posting and 
engage with people who 
comment.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Mark 
MacDonald is a communi-
cation pastor, speaker, con-
sultant, bestselling author, 
church branding strategist 
for BeKnownforSomething.
com and executive director 
of the Center for Church 
Communication, empower-
ing 10,000-plus churches to 
become known for something 
relevant (a communication 
thread) throughout their min-
istries, websites and social 
media. His book, “Be Known 
for Something,” is available 
at BeKnownBook.com.

Unsplash.com

https://www.jubileeconferences.com/spring/index.html
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S
exual abuse in the church 
is “dif�cult to talk 
about, but we have to 
be prepared,” a leading 
advocate for prevention 

training told participants during 
a recent “Sexual Abuse Risk in 
Churches/Changes in the Land-
scape” webinar. 

The webinar was sponsored by 
the Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions.

Gregory Love, co-founder of 
MinistrySafe and Abuse Prevention 
Systems, said he’s worked with 
child sexual abuse cases for 28 
years as an attorney and Christian 
layperson, and it’s still an uncom-
fortable subject within the church.

But “the sheep pen belongs to 
the Lord, and we must protect 
the sheep entrusted to us,” Love 
shared.

He noted the abuse landscape, 
including insurance mandates, has 
changed during the COVID-19 era.

“Many organizations now have 
to respond to questions they’d not 
seen before on [insurance] applica-
tions or renewals,” he said. 

“Insurance companies are calling 
us to take action. They want us to 
make changes for the better be-
cause our children are worth it.”

‘More isolated’
Another difference is that many 

children now live in a more iso-
lated world, and abusers may have 

more opportunity to foster relation-
ships, he said. The isolation also 
has brought about more danger 
from increased use of electronic 
communication and social media.

Statistics
Love said 60 million abuse sur-

vivors live in America. One of four 
females will be abused before age 
18, along with one of six males.

“Sixty-six percent of those who 
are abused won’t talk about this 
until they’re adults, if ever, because 
predators have convinced them, 
‘Nobody will believe you,’” Love 
said. 

“And often this is true. Some 

Prevention

research shows that victims have 
to talk about their abuse up to six 
times before they’re believed and 
helped.”

While the term “stranger dan-
ger” has been taught to boys and 
girls in recent years and is helpful, 
most cases of abuse are carried out 
by those who are 
known and trusted 
by the victim, he 
noted.

“The ‘abduction 
offender’ engages 
in 4% of abuse cas-
es; while the ‘pref-
erential offender’ is 
involved in 94% of 
cases,” Love said. 

“Both the Jerry 
Sandusky and Law-
rence Nassar abuse cases involved 
two people who had the respect 
and trust of the community. 

“The vast majority of abused are 
victimized by one they know and 
trust — someone who ‘looks like 
you and me.’”

Love acknowledged background 
checks are important and churches 
must use them, but less than 10% 
of abusers will encounter the crim-
inal justice system.

“We must continue to perform 
checks [but it] just cannot be all 
we do,” he declared.

Recognize behavior
Since there is no visual pro�le of 

an abuser — we can’t “see” them 
— Love said the key is to recog-
nize behavior.

“The preferential abuser grooms 
children, and us,” he said. 

“The preferential abuser disarms 
us because he or she is educated, 
attractive, articulate and some-
times spiritual.”

Males and females are “wired” 
differently, Love noted, so with 
boys, the predator may try alcohol 
or pornography, and with girls it 
may be emotional appeals to build 
trust through texting or other me-
dia.

MinistrySafe and Abuse Preven-
tion Systems — as well as other 

groups — ensure 
everybody in the 
“sheep pen” has 
training and can 
recognize aberrant 
behavior, Love 
said.

“That way, every-
body working with 
children and youth 
have eyes, ears and 
a mouth,” he ex-
plained. 

“They recognize the behavior, 
and they speak up when something 
looks improper.”

Proper procedure involves train-
ing, screening, background checks, 
policies and procedures, and moni-
toring and oversight, Love said.

By Michael J. Brooks
The Baptist Paper

Church leaders must learn predator behavior to keep kids safe

Unsplash.com

APRIL IS NATIONAL 
CHILD ABUSE 
PREVENTION MONTH. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT WAYS TO HELP, 
VISIT MINISTRYSAFE.
COM.

“WE MUST CONTINUE TO PERFORM CHECKS 
[BUT IT] JUST CANNOT BE ALL WE DO.”

G R E G O R Y  L O V E

https://ministrysafe.com/
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Explore the Bible
L E S S O N S

F O R  M A Y  8

ENDURING
2 Thessalonians 1:3–12  

Paul continues his long-distance 
pastoral work with practical advice to 
the young church at Thessalonica. It 
appears some dif�culties have arisen 
in the congregation, matters which he 
needs to address. Wisely, Paul begins 
with gratitude.  

Thankful (3–4)
Giving thanks for God’s faithful 

people is always the right thing to do. 
In his �rst letter to the Thessalonians, 
Paul had praised their work of faith, 
labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope. Now, in his second letter, he is 
encouraged to see their faith is great-
ly enlarged, and their love grows. 
They are persevering and enduring 
in the midst of their persecutions and 
af�ictions. They are growing stronger 
while remaining steady.

Avenged (5–10)
Such a glowing “report card” from 

Paul is a “plain indication,” he says, 
that God is preparing them to be wor-
thy of the Kingdom for which they 
daily suffer. In verse 11, he prays 
God will indeed consider them wor-
thy of their calling. Since Paul men-
tions worthiness twice, it deserves 
our consideration. “Lord, I am not 
worthy” said the centurion to our 
Lord in Matthew 8:8. He was right. 
In fact, Luke 17:7–10 reminds God’s 
faithful that when we have done ev-
erything Jesus commanded us — ev-
erything! — we are to say (mostly to 
ourselves, I believe), “We are unwor-
thy servants; we have only done what 
was our duty” (v. 10). On the other 
hand, the Lord sees things differ-
ently. Hebrews 11 gives the roll call 
of the Old Testament faithful, many 
of whom paid the ultimate price, and 
then adds, “Of whom the world was 
not worthy” (v. 38). It is no stretch to 
say our goal should always be to be 
found worthy.

There is a divine reckoning in store 

for some people, Paul says. These are 
those who “af�ict you,” who make 
life dif�cult, who persecute the faith-
ful. When will this happen? “When 
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heav-
en with His mighty angels in �am-
ing �re.” That’s an awesome scene, 
as He is “dealing out retribution” to 
two groups: those who do not know 
God and those who do not obey the 
gospel. Our Lord Jesus said those 
hating believers do not know the Fa-
ther (John 15:21), and they hate Jesus 
without cause (15:25).

While warning such people, we 
should show them the love of the 
Lord Jesus. In Luke 6:27–28, Jesus 
told us, “Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you.” To Jesus, love was 
not so much an emotion as an action. 
Love is something we do. Notice He 
did not promise this would convert 
them or change their behavior. How-
ever, when we demonstrate God’s 
love to those who persecute us, 
Christ is honored, Satan is rebuked, 
critics of the church are often si-
lenced and people are drawn to Jesus.

Worthy (11–12)
What does it mean to be counted 

“worthy of your calling”? Our calling 
from the living God as His ambas-
sadors (2 Cor. 5:20) and His spokes-
people (1 Tim. 4:13) is surely the 
greatest honor of our lives. No one is 
worthy. The usual response — Who 
am I? — makes complete sense. But 
as Moses found out when he asked 
that question, the answer is, “You’re 
nobody, but you are serving the Great 
I Am” (Ex. 3). And that makes all the 
difference.

Now, let us go and try to live up to 
the calling. 

EDITOR’S NOTE — See accom-
panying mini-posters for the lessons 
online at tbponline.org/ss-lessons. 
Permission is granted to reproduce 
for a class or church.

F O R  M A Y  1

LIVING
1 Thessalonians 5:12–24  

We appreciate the balance of 
Holy Scriptures. Immediately 
following an uplifting passage 
on the return of Christ, the con-
versation shifts to matters of 
relationships and attitudes within 
the congregation at Thessalonica. 
I love this. Our heads are lifted 
high, and we live in eager antici-
pation of the glorious return of 
our victorious Lord Jesus, but in 
the meantime we must take care 
of business here.

Respecting (12–13)
Scripture is consistent. God’s 

people should show proper ap-
preciation to those who labor 
among them, instruct them 
and have charge over them in 
the Lord. No group is left out. 
Sometimes when I write a note 
to a veteran servant of Christ, 
I’ll say, “Hebrews 6:10 has your 
name all over it.” That wonder-
ful verse says, “For God is not 
unjust so as to forget your work 
and the love which you have 
shown toward His name, in hav-
ing ministered and in still min-
istering to the saints.” When we 
bless His people, God takes it 
personally. Likewise, it matters 
to Him when they are persecuted 
(see also Matt. 21:40 and 22:7). 
Near Damascus, Jesus informed 
Saul of Tarsus that in persecuting 
Christians, he was attacking the 
Lord Himself (Acts 9:4–5).

First Timothy 5:17 says, “el-
ders who rule well are to be con-
sidered worthy of double honor.” 
Hebrews 13:17 instructs God’s 
people, “Obey your leaders and 
submit to them.” Scripture is 
consistent on this theme. We 
should strive to prioritize respect 
for those He has put in leader-
ship within His congregations.

Accountable (14–22)
Having addressed the people’s 

responsibility to their workers, 
instructors and leaders, Paul 
now turns to the other end of 
the spectrum. We must take care 
of those who struggle or stray. 
We are to admonish the unruly, 
encourage the fainthearted, help 
the weak and be patient with ev-
eryone. Always seeking what is 
best for one another is the rule. 
“Is this best?” is a great question 
that works well in every situa-
tion. 

The Lord’s people were not to 
quench the Spirit (think of dous-
ing a �re), but to obey Him. Nor 
were they to despise prophetic 
utterances. 

Bear in mind there was no 
written New Testament yet to 
which the Holy Spirit could di-
rect them. 

Even though they were in-
structed to welcome prophetic 
utterances, not everything some-
one claimed to be from God met 
the high standards. So, they were 
instructed to examine everything 
and keep only that which was 
good, turning away from any-
thing questionable.

Sanctified (23–24) 
The question arises whether 

Paul is dividing humans into 
three parts — body, soul and 
spirit. Some authorities say yes, 
some say no. The words “soul” 
and “spirit” are often used inter-
changeably throughout Scrip-
ture. 

As the Lord is sanctifying us 
day by day, He will complete the 
process at the appearing of our 
Savior from Heaven. The One 
who has called us is faithful, and 
He is the One who will bring 
about full sancti�cation. We are 
well cared for by Him.

Even so, come Lord Jesus. 

Explore the Bible
L E S S O N S By Joe McKeever

McKeever is a pastor, writer and cartoonist from Ridgeland, Mississippi.
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Bible Studies for Life
L E S S O N S

F O R  M A Y  8

WATCH FOR CHRIST’S RETURN
Matthew 24:23–31

Why do books like “The Da-
Vinci Code,” TV shows like 
“The X-Files” or movies like 
“National Treasure” garner atten-
tion? The idea of hidden infor-
mation “out there” that will make 
us rich, explain the universe or 
take us to a new level of exis-
tence is powerful.

Guard against deception by 
false messiahs. (23–25)

Jesus warned His disciples 
the same drive for secret, hid-
den knowledge will fool people 
into following false messiahs. 
Every few years someone makes 
predictions about the end of the 
world, the return of Jesus or the 
rise of the antichrist based on ob-
scure information.

It has been noted the best way 
to detect counterfeit currency 
is to study genuine currency so 
you know it by sight and feel. 
Likewise the best way to guard 
against messianic pretenders 
is to study Scripture and know 
Jesus as Lord. It also is helpful 
to know the kinds of mistakes 
counterfeiters make. Jesus gave 
His followers clues to discerning 
false messiahs.

He cautioned they would come 
from remote or hidden places. 
Those in the wilderness or clois-
tered in unknown inner rooms 
would not be accessible to the 
common people. 

Creation itself will announce 
the return of Christ. (26–29)
Again, the imagery is �gura-

tive. Yes, there may be lightning, 
but lightning could be a symbol 
for how quickly it happens or 
that it will cover the entire arc of 
the sky.

The image of vultures is an il-
lustration of death and decay. It 

likely refers to a sign that most 
�rst-century Jews would under-
stand: When vultures gather, you 
know something has died. In the 
same way, when these signs ap-
pear you will know Jesus has re-
turned. Alternatively, it could be 
a double entendre alluding to the 
eagle image on Roman legions’ 
standards.

The stars falling from the heav-
ens does not mean they will rain 
down upon the earth. More like-
ly, Jesus is using understandable 
terminology to describe an event 
that will be beyond imagination. 

The return of Christ will be 
unmistakable and obvious. 

(30–31)
Unlike false messiahs who 

have obscure origins or con-
cealed operations, the return of 
the true Messiah will be clear to 
all.

During His earthly ministry 
Jesus often asked people not to 
share information about Him 
(Matt. 17:8–10; Mark 3:11–13, 
7:35–37; Luke 8:55–56, 9:20–
22). When He returns, everyone 
will know. 

But much of the imagery is 
�gurative. Will there be actual 
trumpets blasting majestic notes, 
or will there be sounds for which 
we don’t have accurate descrip-
tions? Will everyone in all parts 
of the globe be able to see Jesus 
descend from the sky?

We simply don’t know, but 
everyone will know without a 
doubt that He is returning. Jesus 
will announce His return in dra-
matic ways.

As we live in the age between 
Jesus’ �rst and second comings, 
all we need to know is He will 
return. It will be obvious to all. 
He will come in all His power 
and might to bring this “in be-
tween” age to a close.

F O R  M A Y  1

KNOW WHAT’S COMING
Matthew 24:15–22

Jesus continues the discourse 
from the beginning of the chapter 
where He answers the disciples’ 
questions about the destruction 
of the temple and end times. As 
with many end-times discussions, 
there are multiple interpretations: 
Is Jesus referring to the destruc-
tion of the temple, His second 
coming or both?

While we can see parallels to 
prophecies of the second coming, 
these verses apply to the destruc-
tion of the temple when future 
Roman Emperor Titus destroyed 
Jerusalem and the temple, ef-
fectively ending the Jewish na-
tion. The Romans renamed the 
province “Palestine,” Greek for 
“Philistine,” to eliminate Jewish 
references.

The desecration of the 
temple signals the coming 

end. (15–16)
The “abomination of desola-

tion” refers to Daniel 12:11, 
another passage associated with 
end times. Most Jewish readers 
of Jesus’ day would interpret 
it as a prediction of Antiochus 
Epiphanes who, in 167 BC, des-
ecrated the temple by sacri�cing 
a pig on the altar, con�scated the 
gold dedicated to the temple and 
burned all available copies of the 
Law to eliminate Jewish worship 
practices. 

Both Matthew and Mark (Mark 
13:14) insert a cautionary note: 
“let the reader understand.” They 
were implying the passages might 
not be referring to Antiochus 
alone.

There is another abomination 
yet to come that will signal the 
start of a grim time for the Jewish 
people.

Some Christians interpret these 
verses to apply to end times, 
which is problematic. The temple 
was torn down in AD 70; nearly 
2,000 years later it has not been 
rebuilt. Clearly Jesus did not 
mean His return would follow 
closely after the temple’s destruc-
tion. 

The distress that follows 
will come suddenly. (17–20)

Jesus augments the urgency of 
the situation. People used their 
�at rooftops as an extended living 
space. If someone on a housetop 
saw an army approaching, he 
should take the quickest escape 
by running from housetop to 
housetop. The Jewish historian 
Josephus says this is how many 
�ed in AD 70.

The time of distress will 
be so severe that God will 

mercifully cut it short. 
(21–22)

Jesus continues to emphasize 
the severity of the coming disas-
ter. 

By calling it the worst distress 
that has ever happened or ever 
will happen, He presents the de-
struction of the temple as an ar-
chetype for the end times. He will 
address the end in coming verses. 

Here, Jesus simply presents 
both events as arduous — adding 
a note of encouragement: Even 
during the greatest crisis in all 
creation, God will be aware of 
the plight of His followers. He 
will still be in control. He will 
not allow His people to suffer 
needlessly. When the proper time 
arrives, God will step in and put 
an end to pain and grief.

He sustained the Jewish people 
through the destruction of the 
temple, and He will sustain and 
redeem those who belong to 
Christ when the end times come.

By Daryl Watts
Watts is a church consultant and pastoral coach in Fresno, California.
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We The Kingdom is 
primarily made up 
of relatives — a dad, 
uncle, daughter and 

son. And then there’s Andrew 
Bergthold.

“I’m the one member who’s not 
related to the family, but we’ve 
known each other for almost 10 
years,” Bergthold noted. “We’ve 
lived a lot of life together.”

Bergthold, a singer and song-
writer, started several bands as a 
teen, but the one he named We The 
Kingdom never took off. Some 12 
years before the current version, 
he moved to Nashville to work in 
production and songwriting. While 
there he met the family that would 
one day become his own.

Brothers Ed and Scott Cash start-
ed We The Kingdom along with 
Ed’s daughter Franni, son Martin 
and Bergthold. The band was slated 
to head out on tour with Casting 
Crowns April 22.

Tough experiences
“Ed and Scott were full-time 

in songwriting and production 
at that time too. None of us had 
even thought about starting a band 
but all of us has tried to do solo 
projects in the past,” Bergthold re-
called. “We were playing for wor-
ship at a Young Life camp outside 

of Atlanta, Georgia. We had just 
walked through some really hard 
experiences with the Church, just 
feeling a little bit let down by the 
people.

“I think the Church is de�nitely 
created by the Lord, but anything 
that man touches is fallible and 
will fall,” he added. 
“We went through 
our own pretty tough 
experience and had 
to spend a bit of time 
discerning what’s 
just the constructs of 
man and what is the 
truth of God.”

Part of their time 
together at the camp led to writing 
the song, “Dancing on the Waves.”

“[While] looking at the stars,” 
Bergthold remembered, “we real-
ized that the Lord had speci�cally 
designed and created each one of 
us for this journey, to make a dif-
ference, to use the gifts and abili-
ties He had given us. At the time 
we were writing it for the students 
because we wanted them to know 

how much they were loved by God. 
At the most honest we can be ... we 
needed to hear that too.”

Realizing the power of the song 
they wrote together, they decided to 
form a band. Bergthold had a name 
ready. We The Kingdom already 
had social media and a website, 

“So it’s really cool to 
see the Lord use our 
history to create our 
future,” Bergthold 
said

Along with Cast-
ing Crowns, We 
The Kingdom was 
slated to perform 
with Hillsong Wor-

ship for their upcoming USA 2022 
Tour. On March 22, Brian Houston, 
founder of Australia’s Hillsong 
Church, resigned after accusations 
of inappropriate behavior. Hillsong 
Worship withdrew from the tour 
April 6.

‘When man falls’
Bergthold also went through 

a dif�cult season when he was 

wounded by church leadership. He 
said doesn’t know anything person-
ally about what went into Hillsong 
Worship’s decision, but said his 
heart goes out to those who have 
questions.

“A lot of what we believe is in-
terpreted through man — you go to 
church or you learn from your par-
ents — then you have to interpret 
that for yourself,” Bergthold said. 
“Inevitably man is �awed and fal-
lible. When man falls, you have to 
separate what was just their words 
and what is actually the word of 
God.”

‘Chase after the word’
“I just encourage people that 

have been affected by this to chase 
after the word of God more than 
ever before. That’s what I had to do 
when I walked through something 
similar, and we did as a band years 
and years ago. I sat down with my 
Bible day after day and said, ‘OK, 
Lord, what is Your word. What are 
You saying here?’”

In spite of the change in lineup, 
We The Kingdom is excited about 
the tour. They have been working 
on a new record and look forward 
to sharing the songs with others.

“Speaking of processing through 
life and pain and hurt and all of 
that, we want to touch on the gam-
ut of emotions and bring healing 
into those,” Bergthold explained. 
“The songs and the way we design 
our set is designed to lead people 
through an experience that hope-
fully brings them closer to the 
Lord.”

To watch a “Story Behind the 
Song” video about the group’s 
“Dancing on the Waves” song go 
to tbponline.org/dancing-on-the-
waves. To learn more about We the 
Kingdom visit tbponline.org/
we-the-kingdom. 

Photo by Tracy Riggs/The Baptist Paper
WE THE KINGDOM

EDITOR’S NOTE
Reviews of films, books, music 
or other media that appear in 
The Baptist Paper are intended 
to help readers evaluate current 
media for themselves, their 
children and grandchildren 
in order to decide whether to 
watch, read or listen. Reviews 
are not an endorsement by the 
writer or TAB Media Group.

By Tracy Riggs
The Baptist Paper

MEDIA REVIEWS
We The Kingdom ready for tour following unexpected change

TO CHECK OUT WE THE 
KINGDOM’S MUSIC, 
VIDEOS AND TOUR 
INFORMATION VISIT 
WETHEKINGDOM.COM.

http://www.wethekingdom.com/#/
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ACROSS
  1. Separate those who 

___ the water ... like 
a dog. (Judg. 7:5)

  4. ___ fast that which is 
good. (1 Thess. 5:21)

  8. Kaf�r warrior.
12. Independent 
  business owner. 

(abbr.)
13. Away from the wind.
14. Woman’s name.
15. So can no ___ both 

yield salt water and 
fresh. (James 3:12)

17. A family name.
18. But is under ___s 

and governors. 
(Gal. 4:2)

19. ___, I have 
somewhat to say 
unto thee. 
(Luke 7:40)

21. In the morning the 
___ lay round about 
the host. (Ex. 16:13)

23. Then the ___ of the 
house shall be 
brought unto the 
judges. (Ex. 22:8)

26. And ___ begat Kish. 
(1 Chron. 8:33)

29. Cast into the ___ of 
lions. (Dan. 6:7)

31. O ___, where is thy 
sting? (1 Cor. 15:55)

32. Hereafter ye shall 
see heaven ___. 
(John 1:51)

34. Noise. 
36. A certain Pharisee 

besought Him to ___ 
with Him. 
(Luke 11:37)

37. The ___ threw him 
to the ground. 
(Luke 9:42)

39. Mazel.
41. No. (Scottish)
42. Thou shalt not ___ a 

kid in his mother’s 
milk. (Ex. 23:19)

44. Securities and 
Exchange 
Commission. (abbr.)

46. Shopping meccas.
48. They were counted 

worthy to suffer ___ 
for His name. 
(Acts 5:41)

52. Virginia senator.
54. I beseech thee for my 
  son ___. (Philemon 10)
56. By faith ___ offered 
  unto God a more 
  excellent sacri�ce. 
  (Heb. 11:4)
57. Glacial snow �eld.
58. Oven.
59. Thy feet are sunk in the 
  ___. (Jer. 38:22)
60. ___ not the sayings of 
  the prophecy of this 
  book. (Rev. 22:10)
61. We shall ___ Him as He 
  is. (1 John 3:2)

DOWN
  1. Wherefore ___ up the 
  hands which hang 
  down. (Heb. 12:12)
  2. Father. (Arabic)
  3. Sulk.
  4. Hostility.
  5. Woman’s name.
  6. Hawaiian gifts of 
  greeting.
  7. Jeans fabric. 
  8. Carnal ordinances, 
  ___ on them. 
  (Heb. 9:10)
  9. Say unto this ___, 
  ‘Remove hence.’ 
  (Matt. 17:20)
10. Persona non grata. 
  (abbr.)
11. Biblical name ending.
16. And Cain went ... and 

  dwelt in the land of 
  ___. (Gen. 4:16)
20. I am not ___, most 
  noble Festus. 
  (Acts 26:25)
22. Marry.
24. Sicilian volcano.
25. Korean president.
26. Dozes.
27. Fencing sword.
28. ___ now thy Creator. 
  (Eccles. 12:1)
30. Insect.
33. Having a reputation.
35. Nitrous Oxide 
  Systems. (abbr.)
38. National Hockey 
  League. (abbr.)
40. I am like a broken 
  ___. (Ps. 31:12)
43. Belonging to the 
  father of Bashemath. 
  (Gen. 26:34)
45. Greek letter.
47. Dagger.
49. The words of ___, 
  who was among the 
  herdmen. (Amos 1:1)
50. I ___ on the work of 
  Thy hands. 
  (Ps. 143:5)
51. This. (Spanish)
52. Abraham went and 
  took the ___, and 
  offered him up. 
  (Gen. 22:13)
53. Japanese sash.
55. Form of “Eve.”

By Janet W. Adkins         Copyright 1994          ©Barbour Publishing Inc.

CHRISTIAN crossword
ALTAR

BLESSED

BOUGHS

CHASTENED

CORDS

DEEDS

DEFENSE

DISCIPLINE

ENDURES

EXALTS

EXTOL

FESTAL

FOREVER

FREE

GATES

GLAD

GOOD

HARD PRESSED

HELPER

LIGHT

LIVE

LORD

LOVE

MARVELOUS

MORTALS

NAME

PRINCES

RECOUNT

REFUGE

REJOICE

SACRIFICE

SALVATION

SHINE

SONG

STRENGTH

SUCCESS

THANKS

TRUST

WORD search

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
His love endures forever.”

P S .  1 1 8 : 1
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