
Dear Church Family, 

Can you believe it, that the New Year is upon us? I’m not sure about you but 2022 has 

already held a lot of challenges for so many!  All we tend to hear is COVID, COVID, 

COVID.  It’s really draining, and at the same time very real. So how do we cope?  How 

are you coping?  May I say as well, not just ‘how are you coping with COVID,’ but with 

life in general?  Where do you turn?  Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians chapter 

4 offers some real encouragement to those in the church who were losing heart.  

Remember Paul here in this passage is speaking as someone who knows 

discouragement, who knows persecution…and yet look at what he has to say...   

“7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to 

God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 

driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 

also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to 

death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal 

flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.  So we do not lose heart. Though our 

outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light 

momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 

unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 

eternal. 

Did you catch some of that?  Vs. 7 and 8 Paul reminds us that even though his body is 

weak, but the power to carry on, to share in the Lord’s work lies with God and not him!  

Therefore even though “he is afflicted in every way, he isn’t crushed, perplexed, but not 

given to despair.” Isn’t that an amazing picture of God’s grace, love, and power moving 

in our lives too? Our hope is ultimately not earthly but heavenly!  I pray that as you 

begin this new year, and even though things are tough, that you will remember that 

God carries us and keeps us!  For that simple, but profound fact we will not be given 

over to despair.  I hope that this passage has encouraged you as much as it’s 

encouraged me.  May God Bless you and OEPC in this New Year! 

Blessings! 

Pastor Dan 


