
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DAN 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,  

born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law,  
so that we might receive adoption as sons.”  

Gal 4:4 

 “When God breaks in He brings salvation, reveals Himself, calls us to life, and 
accomplishes His purposes!” The Advent season is upon us. It’s a season in the life of the 
church that carries mixed feelings, mixed emotions, and mixed expectations. Many 
opportunities of the season are good, but also many can be self-imposed and even 
harmful.  (“Did I get the right gift for my spouse?,”  “Who will I have over for the Christmas 
party?,” or “Why do I feel so blue?”) So, how are you faring? (You may be thinking, 
“Pastor, this is just the First Sunday in Advent…?  “Why do you ask?”  “DO I LOOK 
STRESSED?”)  It’s easy to chuckle about such things, but it’s also very easy to succumb to 
the imposed expectations from our culture, peers, or family.  So how are you going to 
celebrate differently this year?   

 As Christians, our focus is always called away from ourselves, and toward God.  
The season, no, our whole reason for being, is all about God! Why? Because his love is so 
amazing! Think about it! Before the world existed, God’s plan was to break into our world 
and bring salvation through his son. This is the hope we have, this is the hope we share!  
May I encourage you to keep that at the heart of your celebrations this year.   

 God is doing amazing things among us! We are so excited to welcome Graham, 
Abby, and Peter Allen to Oreland (Really we are welcoming them back home!).  Graham 
Allen has accepted the position of Director of Children and Youth Ministry. Many of you 
have known Graham since he was a young boy growing up here at Oreland and now 
God has orchestrated, through His good will and pleasure, to bring Graham back to 
OEPC and head up the children and youth. Both he, and Abby bring a passion and love 
for the Lord that is contagious and we can’t wait to come alongside and labor together 
in the Lord as we reach out to the children and youth of this area! Graham comes with 
much experience with Young life, and of course both he and Abby bring an incredible 
music skill set that complements their passion to see kids come to know and grow in the 
Lord.   

 Before their arrival in mid-January there is much to accomplish! They will be living 
in the 1113 manse. (There is an understanding that it will not be ready before they arrive, 
but we would like to move as quickly as contractors and work crews would allow to get 
them settled.) If you have skill sets, (particularly in painting) and would be willing to help, 
please keep a close eye on all OEPC media outlets as plans materialize! Volunteers will 
gladly be accepted!   



 Certainly, God is moving in our midst. As we grow and consider new ways to reach 
out to families, children, and youth, keep watch for periodic ‘children’s ministry’ updates 
that will occur in our worship time together. This coming spring we are looking to expand 
our week night outreach from simply youth, to one that targets and incorporates children 
and families as well. Discussion is happening as we look to launch a ‘once a month’ family 
night that will include a meal for the whole family followed by a short worship time, and 
then a small program for kids K-4th grade, (while the middle school and high school attend 
youth group ) Parents (to begin with) will be encouraged to stay and fellowship together.    

 Other ministries are growing and expanding! We are excited to see the Senior 
Fellowship Events continue to take shape and grow! The Women’s Ministry team 
planning for the retreat in February is exciting! The Men’s Group continues to meet on 
Friday mornings at 6:30 AM for Bible study. Undergirding it all is our prayer ministry!  
There is lots happening and many different ways for you to get involved! Please check 
out the weekly e-news to see how you can get plugged in!  

 

May you all have a blessed Advent and Christmas celebration this year!   

Pastor Dan  


