
 

Dear Church Family, 

What a joy it has been to celebrate the risen Lord with all of you! What a day we shared! Our 

family is so blessed to be a part of a church family that loves the Lord with all that they have 

and are. The talents that were offered up to God as a worship on Easter were glorifying to him 

and edifying to each other.  (Thank you!) We praise God for the visitors that joined us and pray 

that seeds were planted. We of course pray and seek to make Real Life Connections with these 

folks and all who come to OEPC.   

I’m excited to lead us through a study of the book of James over the summer. I pray that in it 

we will find strength and joy in the trails and testing that we go through in our lives. It’s often 

difficult to see the hand of God in our circumstances when we find ourselves in the very pit, but 

it’s my prayer that as we go through this letter that we will know his grace more and more as 

we face these trials and testing with joy!   

As a compendium to the opening chapter of the James I’ve found that Psalm 61 speaks in a 

similar way as it encourages us to walk this road of faith as we face life. Listen to these words 

with your heart as you read them: “Hear my cry, O God, listen to my prayer; from the ends of 

the earth I call to you when my heart is faint. Lead me to the rock that is higher than I, for you 

have been my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy. Let me dwell in your tent forever!  Let 

me take refuge under the shelter of your wings!”   

Isn’t this a beautiful picture of the loving arms of God outstretched to those who call on him?  

I love how the psalmist cries out to the Lord for refuge under his wings. It’s a beautiful, safe, 

warm, picture of God who loves and cares for his flock. My prayer is that you will rest in His 

love for you today! 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Dan  

 

P.S.  Keep watch for all the ways that you might jump in and serve this Summer!  Lots of ways 

to reach out to the community coming!   


