
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”   Romans 5:1-5 

In reading these verses, many believers find themselves contemplating the complex relationship 

between suffering and faith. On the surface, the idea of "rejoicing in our sufferings" might seem 

counterintuitive, perhaps even insensitive to those experiencing deep pain or despair. However, 

this passage also highlights a profound spiritual truth – that suffering, viewed through the lens of 

faith, can be a pathway to growth and a deeper understanding of God's love.  

Navigating the journey of faith through pain and suffering requires a delicate balance of 

acknowledging the reality of despair, embracing God's promises, and trusting in His unfailing 

love. The upcoming sermon series, "Walking With Jesus Through Pain and Suffering," is an 

attempt to explore this vast topic through the lens of Scripture, encouraging a deeper intimacy 

with Christ amidst life's challenges. It is my prayer that, like Job, who, despite immense loss, 

was still able to declare, "The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of 

the Lord," that we, too, as we journey through this topic together, will learn what it means to 

suffer well as Christians.  I will covet your prayers throughout as I prepare.   

Blessings in Christ,  

Pastor Dan 


