
GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH GROUP GATHERINGS DURING PANDEMIC 
 

Groups may now meet at OEPC in person and by zoom.  Below are guidelines for scheduling, meeting and 

cleaning for church group gatherings.  

 

SCHEDULING & GUIDELINES 

 

Scheduling  

 Check Date - Contact office to check church 

calendar for available date 

 Reserve Rooms - through office  

 AV needs -  contact Darryl Hummel: 

darryl.hummel@gmail.com 

 

Approval 

 Session approval of the single or regularly 

scheduled meeting.   Submit request to Session 

for approval   Even ongoing events need to be 

approved during this period.  

 

Set-up 

 Think through which entrance you will be using 

 Plan for social distancing.  Participants should 

be 6 feet apart 

 Encourage use of masks. 

 

Guidelines  

 Groups size is dependent upon recommendations 

of state and local authorities. For example, we 

currently follow the Green Phase of 

recommendation given by the Commonwealth 

with regard to public spaces (under 200, 50% 

capacity, social distance in area) 

 Masks are expected in the facility (the word 

required is more closely aligned, but often 

misapplied to the circumstance) 

 Social distance is understood as an underlying 

guiding principal communicated by group 

leader 

 It is important to take attendance or diagram 

attendance for records purposes 

 Group leaders may unmask for communication 

if up to 14 feet from the group. For example, 

worship leaders in the sanctuary may unmask in 

worship for clearer communications to the 

group. As they are in the chancel area, they are 

14 feet from the pews.  

 Singing should be limited 

 An hour or shorter time meeting strongly 

encouraged for mask wearers comfort. 

 

CLEANING AND DISINFECTING 

 
Group leaders will be responsible for 

cleaning/disinfecting the area after use with the 

materials and guidelines provided by the church 

 

Equipment 

 Look for a blue Lowes bucket labeled cleaning 

and disinfecting are located in the Kitchen and 

in classroom (       ).  

 Cleaning and disinfectant bottles, gloves and 

towels are in it.  Wear a face mask and latex 

gloves. Dispose of gloves after finishing.  

 

PreClean 

 Soiled surfaces must be cleaned first by spray 

with bottle labeled 409 cleaner on area and wipe 

clean.  

 It must dry before applying disinfectant. Spray 

bottle is labeled.  

 

Disinfect 

 Spray folded over paper towel with bottle 

labeled NCL Neutral Q and wipe surface so it 

leaves a thin film of liquid to kill viruses and 

bacteria.  

 Look for good coverage of entire area. It should 

stay wet for 10 minutes to be effective. Allow to 

air dry. Dispose paper towels in waste container.  

 Do not spray a mist because it’s harmful to 

lungs and difficult to control where it goes.  

 Wipe off surfaces that people will eat from with 

water and paper towel.  

 

When 

 This will be done at the end of each class or use 

of a room. 

 Bathrooms and high touch areas like door 

knobs, light switches, railings, faucets, etc. 

should be done between use and after every 4 

hours of use.  

 

When Finished  

 Put blue bucket back to location where found. 

 Wash hands with soap and water for 20 

seconds.  
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