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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2008 MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2010 MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2016 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 

“WHO THEN, IF NOT YOU . . . ?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Acts 9:10-18 

 
Have you ever stopped to think that the times you 

have disobeyed God may have resulted in the 

postponement of a plan He had for someone? 

This awareness of our responsibility to be on 

tap for God is one which every Christian should 

develop keenly. We are Christ‘s hands now, His 

words, His compassion, His perception. When we 

allow ourselves to become numb to inspiration, 

only God knows what damage we have done to His 

Kingdom plans. 

Each day before you get up, ask God to give you 

a special awareness during that day, so that not a 

single act or word He may need from you will be 

neglected or lacking. 

If every Christian simply did what God 

brought to him each day, what an amazing life this 

would be, how quickly the love of God would be 

felt and how  prominent the  radiance of our Lord 

in even mundane things. 

God‘s will for your life is a daily, never- 

flagging thing. Not a day in your life will pass that 

you cannot do something for Him. If you never 

aspire to anything else, be one of those sensitive 

persons who, like wind-chimes, make God‘s music 

with the slightest touch from Him. How hungry the 

world is for this kind of living. 

 
Prayer: I know, Lord, that You can speak through me 

if I remain committed to You, that You can move 

through me to Your world. Make me more alive to 

Your will daily. May I be one whose every moment is 

completely in Thy hands and under Thy guidance.  

AMEN

“A PERMANENT NICHE—” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Mark 1:16-20 

 
Probably one of the most important needs of 

the human heart is to find its specific place in 

life — a place which no one else can fill quite as 

well. Many psychologists feel it is this urge that 

lies at the root of a great deal of delinquency these 

days; this desire to be uniquely, especially 

needed. In earlier days, the young people were 

an essential part of the economy — either on the 

farm, in the home or in the family business. Most 

of them now are reduced to ―chores,‖ or making 

their own spending money — which is helpful 

but not always essential to the family‘s very 

survival. 

The same is true of the roles of mother and 

father. There are a variety of substitutes being 

offered . . . not as good, of course, but avail- able. 

Yet when a person gives his life to Christ, 

immediately the need to be needed in a specific 

way is filled. From that moment on, he is ―on 

call‖ for God — and what he does to earn a liv- 

ing merely becomes the framework for his real 

vocation: serving God. 

Nor is it a dull 8-5 routine. We find God 

needing us at the most unexpected moments. It is 

this air of expectancy that lends so much color 

and vitality to Christian living! No two days are 

alike — and we know that no matter where we 

are, we are where we are needed — by  God —  at 

that moment. 

Prayer: Lord, may I greet each new day as a new 

opportunity to be used by Thee. Lift me from 

the drag of ordinary days into Thy challenge for 

me.                                                              AMEN 

________________________________________ 

 
For information regarding these devotions, contact 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 

 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 

 
 

“THE FINE ART OF LOGIC . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Acts 8:26-39 

 
Logic can be one of the most effective 

enemies against the will of God in our lives. If 

you had been Philip, how quickly and 

unhesitatingly would you have obeyed God in 

this in- stance? Most of us, probably, would 

have felt ridiculous, running out across a desert 

to an un- known rendezvous. Yet through this 

single act of obedience, Ethiopia received the 

Gospel. 

There will be many times when you will be 

led to do something so incongruous, so totally 

illogical that if you stopped to think about it 

seriously, you simply would never embark on it 

at all. 

Scripture says, ―His ways are not our ways,‖ 

and many times you cannot know what God has 

in mind for you until you have obeyed His 

summons. Only then are His reasons clear to 

you. 

Is there something now which keeps pulling 

at you, something that won‘t let you go–an 

urgency? Stop analyzing it and resisting for a 

day. Commit yourself to it wholly and see if 

peace comes. It may be something you feel you 

cannot do well enough, or a road that seems to 

lead nowhere. But if this thing is from God, you 

will have peace. Put out your hand to Him and let 

Him lead. Trust Him . . . 

Prayer: Lord, I thank Thee that thy Spirit is able to 
communicate with me.  I thank Thee for prayer, for 
Thy power and the privilege of serving.        AMEN
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“THE AUTHOR OF OUR DESIRES . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 37:4-7a 

 

When one first reads this verse, it is natural to 

interpret it to mean that God will give us what we 

desire. 

Yet think of it this way: that it is God who gives 

us our deepest desires in the first place. 

If this is true — if our deepest, most sincere 

desires (those which motivate us most) are initiated 

by God Himself, think how much more we can 

count on His leading us to the realization of those 

dreams. 

Is there something for which you have been 

longing? If it is good and true, if it does not harm 

another and if it edifies both you and your 

commitment to Christ, perhaps God put it there in 

your heart. Count on Him then, to aid you in 

obtaining it. 

We have all seen men totally captivated by one 

single desire; we have seen them succeed in spite 

of tremendous obstacles. When we are similarly 

consumed with a deep desire to do an uncommon 

thing which no one else can under- stand, perhaps it 

is God‘s desire working through us. 

Examine those deepest of all your desires. Could 

they be from God? If so, it is just a matter of time 

before He will bring them to fruition. 

 
Prayer: Lord, when I stop to realize the great love 

you have for us, the desires You put in our hearts, the 

hope and vitality and certainty we need to endure, I 

thank Thee, God, for Thy faithfulness to me. Please 

help me be worthy of that love, and to follow Thy will 

in all things. 

 

AMEN 

 
“GOD‟S THERMAL POWER . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 40:29-31 

 

God‘s will is to the Christian what the 

thermal air currents are to the air-borne glider. 

The only effort the glider must make is to find 

the current which will carry him aloft. And the 

only effort the Christian should make, is to find 

God‘s will for his life and let God‘s power 

sustain him and lift him far beyond the limits 

where he could go alone. 

When we are in God‘s will, we find the 

struggle and strain are gone. Life takes on an 

effortless soaring; we do more than we dreamed we 

could do, have more strength to endure. 

But often we who have committed our lives 

to God, forget to take Him at His word — to 

actually rest in Him. As years go by, we notice 

lines of anxiety, the deadened response to life, 

the care and worry and weariness that should not 

be reflected from a Christian‘s face if he has 

learned the secret. 

Sometimes in our zeal to do all we can for 

God, we stand in the way of His doing all He can 

through us. 

What He desires is that we be able to trust Him 

to carry us where He wants us to go, to be our 

strength, to save us from needless and wasted 

struggle. In this way we are revitalized — renewed 

daily, sustained in Him . . . 

 
Prayer: Lord, I want so much to take Thee at 

Thy word. Please help me to trust to Thee those 

things which weigh down my spirit and threaten 

my life with You. Teach me the feeling of 

absolute dependence on You.                   AMEN 

 
“THE ART OF FOLLOWING . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 37: 23, 24 

 

A ski instructor — who had been attempting 

to teach a much-indulged, only daughter of a 

wealthy couple, came back after the third lesson 

with the girl. 

―Doesn't my daughter learn quickly enough?‖ 

the mother exclaimed. 

―She skis well but I cannot teach her any- 

thing new. She does not know how to take 

instruction.‖ 

So many of us are like that.  We always 

want it our way. Seldom do we bother to ask 

God‘s guidance, as long as things seem to be 

going smoothly. It is only when life becomes 

complicated and tangled that we finally do turn 

to Him with the mess. 

How long since you have really prayed about 

an important decision. When did you last wait 

to feel if God gave you His peace in making it? 

Learning to follow God‘s guidance takes 

practice and humility, like everything else we 

learn. 

First, pray that God will illuminate every facet 

for you, pro and con. Then examine the advantages 

and disadvantages, the spiritual first, the 

materialistic second. Turn to Scripture . . . then 

commit yourself to Him. 

God‘s seal for that decision will be the peace 

that passes understanding — and joy and 

excitement. 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, keep me from the pride of the 

“self-made” man. May I learn more each day 

that only what You desire for my life  is  the 

very best . . . Teach me patience in Thy timing 

and trust in Your ability to carry me where You 

would have me go.                                    AMEN 
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“NEVER PUT OFF UNTIL TOMORROW” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 55:6-7; Luke 12:16-21 
 

Christ is not condemning this rich young ruler for 

making provision for his future. He is warning him 

about putting off indefinitely his relationship to God. 

Procrastination — the art of putting off until 

later — is one of the strongest of human traits. We 

are all escapists at heart. But what is it about the 

spiritual that makes us turn away? Why do we try 

to separate ourselves from God? Is it because we 

want to be free of all responsibility to Him — to 

live without a feeling of guilt or anxiety? 

Yet look at those people who do live this way. 

Where do we find the deeply secure man without 

God? These men run from death continually . . . 

striving to prolong physical life, sensing no 

meaning beyond Here-and-Now. This is not peace 

and strength. 

There is nothing in the truly spiritual life that 

can diminish living. The spiritual life is to living 

what the pilot flame is to the stove. We were 

created to have both — and this is what Christ 

wanted for the young ruler—full, abundant life! 

And he turned away. 

The man who puts off until tomorrow may 

never find his tomorrow . . . will continue to live as 

half a man, groping toward the future fearfully and 

without certainty. 

 
Prayer: Lord, knowing You here in this life answers 

all my fears — not only for tomorrow, through 

death and tears, but especially for to- day and its 

threats, its uncertainties, its waste places. God, 

how I thank Thee that Thou hast made it possible 

for me to be with You here . . . now -- as I need You.                                 

AMEN 

“UNFORGIVENESS IS A 

SPINNING WHEEL” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I  Peter 2:15-25 
 

―Suffer not your thoughts to dwell on the 

injuries you have received, or the provoking 

words that have been spoken to you. Not only 

learn the art of neglecting injuries at the time 

you receive them, but let them grow less and 

less every moment till they die out of your mind.‖ 

Watts 

Going over and over things that people have 

done or said that have hurt you, is like spinning 

your tires in loose sand or mud. You simply get 

deeper and deeper in a rut, until at last you are 

bogged down so far, you can go nowhere. 

This ―pit‖ or depression we experience when 

we are hurt is a very real one. We all are familiar 

with it. The secret of getting out of it — or not 

allowing ourselves to become swamped in the first 

place — is something we need to learn. 

Each time something threatens to make you 

withdraw, some hurt, some unkind word or act, 

immediately ―Think Christ:‖ — what would He 

do? How would He react? Why should I let this 

bother me? 

This remembrance of our Lord is like a 

lever that will lift us out each time — will keep us 

from becoming mired in self-pity. Try it. He does 

help. 

 
Prayer: Lord, as You walked away from the 

many hurts and injustices done to You, so make 

me able to say, “Forgive them —” God, I want 

to be productive for You; please help me stay 

out of the muddy places of despair and hurt. 

                                                                             AMEN 
 

 

For information regarding these devotions 

 contact: Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 
 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2020 
 

“THE FRUIT IDENTIFIES THE TREE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

James 3:8-18 
 

Is there anything more disconcerting than 

to take a bite into a green persimmon, take a sip 

of turned milk or taste an omelet made of bad 

eggs? 

There are times in life when we encounter 

the same unpleasant shock in people we meet. 

Outwardly, they seem attractive. Then they 

speak and their words are bitter or sour — or 

just plain rotten. 

Christ says that what comes out of a man is 

usually an indication of what that man is like. Of 

course, very often our words are the leftover 

residue of the uncommitted portions of our 

lives; it does not always mean the entire soul is 

bad. 

But no matter how insignificant, our words 

are a sign of the presence of impurities within 

us that should be removed, for even small 

impurities can spoil our witness to others . . . 

Examine your life today—certain 

conversational habits you have developed, 

attitudes you seem to follow more easily lately . 

. . All these are an indication of the climate of 

your inner self, and often they can tell you as 

much about yourself as they are revealing daily 

to friends. 

 
Prayer: God, forgive me when I pride myself on my 

purity and righteousness. Lord, there is never a 

time when I do not need to recommit some 

imperfection to Thee. Please make me more eager 

to become better for Thee.                           AMEN 
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“LEAVE THEM TO GOD . . .” 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; II Corinthians 11:12-15 

 
Today there are heretics in our midst — men 

who seem to create more havoc by one cleverly 

written column than a hundred men can resolve 

with hours of rebuttal. If ever the Christian 

needed assurance of God‘s power in spite of these 

false prophets, it is now. 

 

We try to refute the twisted theology, the 

shaded interpretations with which the Gospel is 

polluted; we try to neutralize the poison and heat 

generated by their fermenting words . . . and it 

seems the harder we try, the less impact we have. 

 

But Christ told us two thousand years ago that 

these men would crop up as silently and profusely as 

the tares. (Tares were weeds which looked so like 

wheat that even the farmer had difficulty in 

distinguishing them until harvest.) 

 

Now notice what He says: ―Leave the tares. The 

harvesters will cull them out and they will   be 

burned.‖ 

 

It is not for us to eradicate these men in our 

midst; the time is not yet ripe and we are not 

equipped to deal with them. When God eventually 

judges men and nations, He will sort the true believer 

from the heretic. 

 

 

 
Prayer: Lord, it is so hard to live in confidence 

when all around I see so much seed planted by 

Satan. Help me simply to outlive these and bear 

fruit for Thee.                                           AMEN 

 
“RUSSIAN ROULETTE, 

SPIRITUAL STYLE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 3:14-21; John 14:1-15 
 

If anyone asked you to play Russian roulette, 

you would not be foolish enough to agree. Yet how 

many of us do just this with our spiritual lives. 

 

No one likes to think of dying tomorrow or 

even next year. So we live as though it won‘t 

happen . . . 

 

Isn‘t this rather foolish? God has provided us 

with the power and motivation to live now and in 

such a way that we can forget about when we 

may die: it really doesn‘t matter, once we accept 

this special relationship, this amazing gift of 

God‘s. 

 

Think of it. God has offered us assurance 

and life without fear — today.  No need to wait.  

It is available, and the men and women who 

accept it are the ones who go through life with 

absolutely no fear about ―when death may 

come.‖ It doesn‘t matter. They‘re prepared and 

do not waste time worrying or wondering. This   

is real freedom! 

 
 

 

 

Prayer: Lord, I want to be a person who can live 

life confidently and in real strength. I know I can 

only do this by being sure of my relation-ship 

with Thee. Lord, please be a constant presence 

with me always. I pray the life I lead with Thee 

here will make physical death not the end, but 

the beginning.                                          AMEN 

 
“HOW TO KILL THE 

MONOTONY OF LIFE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 55:6-13 

A man was released after thirty years of 

exile in the same house. When he returned to 

his country, he seemed as healthy and alert as 

when he had left long before. Someone asked 

him how he had kept his sanity during all those 

years of seeing the same scenery, the same 

people, the same rooms. 

He replied, ―Each day I greeted the morning 

from a different window, and I turned my 

thoughts toward a different delight. And God 

was there.‖ 

What a wonderful appreciation he had of 

the hidden variances available to us if we will 

only look! 

Thousands of people are daily going about 

their work, their eyes down never looking up 

and around at the subtle changes God gives to 

those who look. A change of sky, a small 

infinitesimal shift of color in the trees, a new 

face, new sounds . . .  memory that suddenly 

comes to the surface like a bubble bursting. 

But most of all, through it all God. Always 

there. Always. Wherever we go. 

Yet we deny this most precious of all realities 

when we refuse to look up for the beauties and the 

lovely surprises with which He blesses each day. 

 
Prayer: Lord, let my life be a reflection of Thy 

faithfulness to me. May it reflect my love, the 

hope I have — not in a nebulous future but in 

the knowledge that You hold my life in Your 

hands. Thank Thee, Lord.  

                                                             AMEN 



© 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2010 MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016 

“FOR LACK OF LUBRICATION . . .” 

SCRIPTURE; 

I Corinthians 13:4-6 (substituting 

“courtesy” for ―love‖) 

 

Many families today are grinding along in 

earsplitting disharmony, for want of a single, 

ordinary, everyday factor: COURTESY. 

 

Have you ever stopped to think how many 

unpleasant incidents . . . how many arguments, spats, 

tensions, ―bad days‖—could be avoided by just a 

simple application of courtesy? 

 

There are factors in any home situation which 

cause temporary anger or dislike, just as there are 

such situations among strangers we meet. But do 

we condone discourtesy toward a guest our 

children may not like? Do you as children grab 

toys from your friends? Do you teenagers make 

flippant replies to a guest in your home? As 

parents—do you grumble and carp in the same 

way in the presence of company? 

 
The Christian life must always be a refined type 

of living where we employ the best of every- thing, 

including a conscious effort to be courteous toward 

those we love and whom we are most apt to offend. 

It is learning to bite back a mean retort, ask 

permission to borrow, put oneself last and be alert 

to ways of adding to the peace and harmony of our 

homes. For our homes do belong to each of us . . . 

and we are equally responsible. 

 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, make me aware of a specific 

way in which I can make my home a better place to 

live. Give me love for each member of my family—

and an understanding and sympathy like Yours, I 

pray.                                                AMEN 

“THE HOME IS A HARVEST . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 
 

A kindergarten class was asked to be 

responsible for beautifying a corner of the new 

school yard. Each student was given one row to 

plant. When the big day came for the town to see 

the new grounds, several of the rows in the area 

were bare. 

One small boy came crying to his teacher. 

―Nothing came up in my row and I don‘t have 

anything to show to my Dad.‖ The teacher said, 

―Did you plant the seeds I gave you?‖ He was 

quiet a moment; then shook his head. ―No, I 

didn‘t think they would grow. They were so little 

. . .‖ 

So often, we get nothing out of our family 

life because we give so little into it. What we 

have to offer seems so unimportant that we do 

not bother with it. 

There are many people who cannot enjoy 

their homes. Sometimes it is because conditions 

are unpleasant . . . but many times it is  because 

we just don't make enough effort to  do  what  

we can to make home a nicer or more interesting 

place to be. 

When people come into your home, do they 

go away remembering you as an important part  

of it—or are you a silent, non-giving member, 

sullen and disinterested, leaving that bare place 

where your laughter or thoughtfulness could have 

filled the emptiness? 

Consider your home an opportunity to practice 

the art of gracious living and the development of 

Christian qualities. 

Prayer: (Let each member of the family give a 

―sentence prayer‖).                                       AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2020 

 
“I‟M EMBARRASSED TO PRAY!” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Revelations 3:20; Matthew 18:18-20 
 

So often as we grow out of our early lack of 

self-consciousness, we begin to guard our 

confidences, to keep our shortcomings to 

ourselves and to be slower to admit our failures. 

Because of this, sometimes family prayer 

seems to be only a way of finding out everyone‘s 

faults and we are embarrassed to be a part of it. 

But family prayer does not necessarily mean 

that we air all our sins and problems . . . it is a 

time to pray together for others, a time to thank 

God for the things which have meant a lot to us 

that day, to mention a problem at school or 

business or in the home that everyone can help 

with. 

Praying together as a family is the best way 

of making God a part of your family. It is like 

inviting a guest in to a family meal, including a 

close friend in your discussions. 

Let family prayer be a comfortable time, a 

time of simply talking to God as an unseen guest, 

of allowing Him to be part of your family as He 

desires so much to be. Recognize Him as a real, 

living person in your lives. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we ask Thy forgiveness for 

having so often neglected to invite Thee to our 

table. Lord be with us as we pray; give us under- 

standing and love for each other and for those 

for whom we do pray. Please become a living 

person in each of our hearts, we pray.     AMEN 
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“LOYALTY IS THE SHADOW OF LOVE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Philippians 4:8, 9 
 

Loyalty is an old fashioned word—we are so 

used to young people ridiculing their parents, parents 

berating their children, in-laws bickering about in-

laws and everyone set against another. Why is this? 

The world is pushing for early independence: 

―Get free of the family ties—break off on your own; 

find out who you really are . . .‖ And so what 

happens to loyalty? Out the window. ―If it‘s Dad‘s 

idea, I don‘t ever want it. If Mother said it, forget 

it!‖ Are we benefiting from this or are we the 

losers? 

How many lonely young people have you 

noticed on campus—the really alone, with no 

―identity?‖ Where has the direction and incentive 

gone? Is it because they don‘t belong to any one? 

No one is important to them? One of the benefits of 

loyalty is belonging, and caring, and overlooking . . 

. 

Loyalty is not blind stupidity. It does not deny 

weakness and imperfection. It simply covers it all 

with loyalty while it improves or grows. 

How often do you criticize your parents to 

others? How often do you complain to others 

about your children? How often do you ridicule a 

younger brother, or let out anger against an older 

sister? When loyalty goes out the window, so does 

our Christian training and compassion. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, teach us to be very careful to 

guard our loyalty to each other. Belonging is such a 

privilege and we thank Thee that it is possible with 

each other and Thee.                      AMEN 

 
“CHALLENGE TO CHILDREN” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Deuteronomy 5:16; Ephesians 6:1-4; 

Colossians 3:20, 21 

―But I can‘t love my parents! Why should I 

obey them?‖ 

In Genesis God does not talk about loving or 

liking your parents. He talks of loving God and 

honoring parents. 

Honor is that recognition of authority where- 

by we acknowledge that we do not know 

everything. It is putting ourselves second, not first. 

And it is swallowing our pride so that we may 

begin to learn. The child who does not learn 

obedience and honor in the home will be 

tomorrow's rebel against God and society, too. God 

knows this. It is one of the primary duties of a 

home to teach honor and respect. 

If there are times when what your parents 

say disagrees with God, then you owe your 

allegiance to Him. But honestly, how many 

times does your parents‘ decision disagree with 

God, and how many times does it simply 

disagree with you? 

There is something very degrading, very 

destructive about a lack of honor and respect. It 

seems to take the nobleness out of a person and 

put him on a level with malcontents and rabble 

rousers. Godly men are always men of honor, 

never men of rebellion. 

If your life is fully dedicated to your Lord, He 

will enable you to find a way to honor your 

parents and still be faithful to Him. 

Prayer: Lord God, help me to grow in all the 

Christian graces; teach me obedience and honor 

that all I do is a reflection of my love for Thee. 

Let me be more responsive and loving, I pray. 

                                                                   AMEN 

 
“THE GARDEN PLOT OF THE 

FAMILY” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Corinthians 12:14-26 

 
English gardens are noted for the brilliance of 

color and variety of species. Flowers are 

planted together in profusion, colors mix and 

blend and create startling and beautiful effects.  

A family is like a garden, and each person in it is 

like a plant or flower that adds to the beauty. 

Each of us has a special kind of talent—of 

laughter, of love, of forgiveness or helpfulness. 

Let us begin to appreciate one another be- 

cause of our differences. Let us put aside 

jealousy and rivalry . . . looking instead within 

ourselves for that which we do have to offer—not 

letting shame or apology mar the one gift per- 

haps that God has given us. 

Let us offer it with love. If we are shy, then 

learn to laugh at another‘s jokes. If aggressive, 

then learn to help rather than to push. If we are 

slow, be the patient one—and if quick, learn 

control. 

God has made each of us as we are for some 

reason. Never try to be what you are not. Add 

yourself to your own home--just as you are at 

your very best—and see what the results are! 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, I thank Thee that Thou hast 

made so many kinds of people. It would be so 

dull if we were all alike. God make me more 

appreciative of those in my family, and may I 

learn to give the best of what I am to them so 

that our home may be a place where You can 

dwell and in which people can see our love for 

You.                                                           

AMEN 
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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2010 MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2016 

“IS WHAT YOU FEEL REALLY LOVE?” 

 
―Love is patient and kind . . .  

Love is not jealous or boastful . . .it is 

not arrogant or rude; 

    Love does not insist on its own way. It does               

not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. 

Love bears all things . . . believes all things 

. . . hopes all things . . . endures all things.‖ 

I Corinthians 13:4-7 

 
How many people are there, then, whom you 

really love in this way? 

Most of us love a number of people but we think 

of love as varying from a  ―deep‖ love  to a sort of 

―minimum‖ standard love. 

The problem is that most of us love out of our 

own hearts — not out of a unique spiritual 

wellspring which is not selective but gives out 

freely without asking in return. 

This kind of love heals, binds, uplifts and 

transforms. It is Love — the divine gift which is so 

different from the emotional love which is the result 

of pity or passion, possession or worth. 

Try to think of love as a balm for wounded 

spirits, a cure for resentment, a window to God 

. . . Christ in your own life for others to see. 

 

 
Prayer: Lord, Love as You gave it is so different 

from what I know. Teach me its power and beauty, 

I pray. 

AMEN 

“HOW CAN I LOVE GOD?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

James 4:7, 8a 
 

―How can I love God . . . ? Love is not 

something you can force —‖ 

No, but if you think back a moment you will 

find that you would love God naturally, 

involuntarily, if it were not for certain fears, 

resentments or rebellious attitudes you have 

assimilated through the years. 

Has some disappointment — perhaps years 

ago — caused you to turn away from God like a 

petulant child? Has fear of having to give up a 

habit or relationship or a way of life kept you 

from loving Him as freely as you might? Has the 

desire to take credit for your own life caused 

you to be aloof and apart from Him? 

There are many things which damage or 

destroy our love for God, because man is born to 

love God and it is only as man learns not to love 

that the separation occurs. A child would 

eventually turn as naturally toward God as a 

sunflower turn toward the sun, if it were not for 

unseen forces in our lives that come be- tween us 

and God. 

As time goes on and we become more and 

more a part of society, Satanic pressures build 

up to resist this love and as years pass, sediment 

begins to cover up a once beautiful and free 

response to God. Satan‘s main goal here is to keep 

us from loving God, to keep us apart from Him. 

Examine your love toward God. What in your 

life has diminished it, what holds you back . . . ? 

Prayer: Lord, whatever there is in my life which 

makes my love for You less, please show me 

what it is so that I may know Thee and love 

Thee fully.                                                  AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 

 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2020 

 

“BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US—” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I John 4:7-11 
 

An infant does not give love. He responds to 

it and it soon becomes a real and essential force 

in molding his development, but he is not 

capable himself of loving. This must be a 

learning process: through experiencing love 

from another, watching it expressed, feeling its 

action in his life he begins to copy or respond — 

long before he understands the dynamics of love. 

First comes the response to the touch and 

face of love; next the recognition of the source of 

it, and at last the tentative attempt to express it as 

he himself becomes vaguely conscious of the 

need to demonstrate an emotion within him — 

the impulsive giving of a favorite toy, a shy 

kiss, running to do an errand . . . finally, the 

giving of himself as he grows in understanding. 

Spiritual love is like this . . . ―We love God 

because He first loved us —‖ Men can go 

through years of life without ever growing out 

of spiritual infancy. Others are still in the 

childish state of giving things; others — in 

doing ―errands‖ . . . Only a few really understand 

the dynamics of spiritual love and have learned 

to give themselves to Him — which is the 

supreme act of love. 

Prayer: All of life is learning to love, but 

without love for Thee, no love is complete.  

Teach me, Lord, to love Thee.   

                                                               AMEN 
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TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

 

 

 

 
“SELF-PERPETUATING POWER OF LOVE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Corinthians 13:1-3; John 14:15 
 

More than half of the Hebraic law was based on 

the negative: ―Thou shalt not ___.‖ Christ‘s ―new 

commandment‖ is based upon the affirmative of 

love . . . ―Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.‖  Why? 

Because love is the only law which needs no 

enforcement. Civil laws succeed only if fear of 

breaking them is greater than the desire to break 

them. Because human nature continually seeks to 

escape any kind of domination or rule, civil law 

must be enforced by police protection, and our laws 

are only as good as the enforcement of them. 

But a man who acts out of love is not look- ing 

for a way out; he continually looks for a way to do 

more . . . This is why Christ said, ―Thou shalt love 

the Lord with all your heart—with all your soul 

and mind.‖ Just as a child obeys someone he loves 

eagerly, without force, so a man obeys a God he 

loves, without ecclesiastical pressure or rules. 

Love for God is the motivation for everything 

a Christian does — his social ethics, his business 

reputation, his family life, his relation- ship to other 

people. Without love for God our actions are 

unpredictable, uncontrollable . . . but when a 

person does love God, he is never a source of 

trouble or friction. Whatever he does is done out of 

this love. 

 
Prayer: God, help me to be aware of my love for 

You so that whatever  I  do  is  done  for  You,  so 

that every decision is made out of love for You. 

AMEN 

 
“OUR „ANCHOR-MAN‟ . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

II Timothy 1:12b; Hebrews 11:1, 2 
 

A famous mountain-climber who had been 

credited with saving many people who had fallen 

into glacial crevasses was asked why he was not 

afraid to go into such dangerous work. He said, 

―Because I never go alone and I have complete 

faith in my anchor-man.‖ He never attempted a 

rescue without first tying himself to his companion 

with a stout line. 

Doubt can be as frightening as a hidden 

crevasse to the Christian, and as dangerous. What 

do you do when you navigate? God should be the 

‗anchor-man‘ for the Christian, and ‗faith‘ his line 

or rope. We will always come upon ―faults‖ or 

crevasses in life, areas we can‘t cross alone, that are 

deep and threatening. 

At times like these, hold tight to your faith, 

rest your whole weight upon it for your God is 

able to support you in anything you may need. 

No chasm is too deep, no crevasse too wide for 

His power and strength. 

Only as you have to let yourself go 

completely, will you ever realize the power and 

faithfulness of our Lord . . .  Love is not love 

unless it can trust, and your love for God has not 

been really put to the test until that time when 

every- thing you are, everything you have ever 

believed, rests wholly on His promise and His 

love for you. 

When your time of testing comes, let go. 

Your God is able. 

Prayer: Perfect love casts out fear—not the 

perfection of my love, Lord, but the perfection of 

Your love for me.                                        AMEN 

 
“HAPPINESS IS A REWARD . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Job 5:17; Psalm 128:1, 2 
 

People today seem to think that a person 

finds happiness the way people dig for gold: if 

you look long enough you're bound to find it. 

What other way is there? 

It is interesting to note that in the Bible 

happiness is mentioned only as a condition or 

reward of a man doing something pleasing to God.      

―Happy is the man whom God corrects 

 Happy is the man who walks in God‘s ways 

 Happy the people whose God is the Lord 

. . . that show mercy . . . that endure . . . Happy 

the man who, knowing God‘s will, does it —‖ 

Apparently to God happiness is not the ―right‖ 

of any of us, but rather a reward from Him for 

obedience, and service, and selflessness. 

When are you happiest? When everything is 

going well, of course, but this doesn‘t happen 

every day, does it? What then? Are you in the 

doldrums, petulant, out of sorts, bored and 

irritable? Christian happiness is not something 

that should depend upon conditions around us, 

but on the conditions inside us. No matter what 

is going on around us, if we know we‘re doing 

God‘s will, if we are wholly committed to Him, 

this is true happiness. The world measures 

happiness by material and physical conditions, 

but a Christian should be able to experience 

happiness whether these are present or not. 

What is the basis for your happiness? Is it 

enough? Does it last? 

Prayer: Lord, I do want to be happy and 

sometimes having you does not seem enough. 

For- give me and show me how to know real 

Christian joy.                                     AMEN                                                         
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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2010 MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2016 MONDAY, OCTOBER 29 

“THAT FAMILY RESEMBLANCE —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Galatians 5:22-25 
 

A child came home from school one day and 

said, ―My English teacher is a Christian.‖ Her 

mother said, ―How do you know?‖ The girl said, 

―By her special smile and that look in her eyes. It 

reminds me of Jesus.‖ 

 
As children grow older they learn to recognize 

this special quality in Christians everywhere. They 

know it years before they can really de- fine it or put 

the difference into words. 

 
We can travel to any part of the world, and 

whether we speak the language or not, the moment  

we meet another Christian, we find some- thing very 

familiar in the kind of smile—the glow of love, the 

immediate acceptance and the sweetness of their 

welcome. 

 
This is what we mean by the ―family re- 

semblance of Christians‖— people who show the 

kind of compassion, love and vitality that Christ 

showed to us. They are the people who have 

accepted God as their Father, Jesus as their Elder 

Brother and each other as brothers and sisters in 

Him. 

 
Do people recognize this kind of resemblance to 

Christ in you? 

 

 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me to live so like Thee that 

people may know that I am a member of Thy 

family. 

AMEN 

“NOT EVERYONE 

WHO CALLS HIM LORD —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 15:6-20 

So often we think that belonging to a church 

makes us Christians. Jesus warns us, though, 

that not all those who call Him their Lord will be 

accepted into God‘s Kingdom. Only those who 

obey God will be chosen. 

What are God‘s ―rules‖ for belonging? 

1. That we believe Jesus Christ is God‘s 

Son. 

2. That we love God with our whole lives. 

3. That we love others as He loves us. 

4. That we go out into the world and tell 

people of Christ. 

We may have a membership in a certain church 

and be a supporting member of a denomination. We 

may give a portion of our money, time and talent 

but even this does not make us a member of the real 

group of Believers—the living Church. 

Let us examine our hearts: are we merely 

content to be ―church-goers?‖ Do people see a 

difference in our living—or do they simply know 

that we belong to ―some church.‖ Are we more 

concerned with how much we take Christ into 

the outside world—or how much we take our- 

selves into the activities of the church building? 

If your church, if your personal life seems to 

be dragging, perhaps it is because we merely say 

―Lord,‖ but do not follow Him . . . 

Prayer: Help me to come to church to know 

You, Lord; to learn what You want me to do in  

my life; to see the difference between just attend- 

ing and really belonging to my Church. I want to 

be a true believer—one that You can use in Your 

Kingdom. 

AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2020 

 
“INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE . . .” 

SCRIPTURE 

I John 4:12,13; Romans 8:26-28 

A child who had been badly burned had 

bandages on his face and body and could not 

see or feel his mother. Yet long after he had re- 

covered, he remembered her presence in the 

room. When someone asked him how he had 

known she was there, he said, ―I felt her beside 

me. I felt her love all the time.‖ 

A young Vietnamese soldier, who had been 

injured in battle, lay suffering. The chaplain 

could not speak his language, but he knelt and 

prayed for him. After the soldier had recovered, 

he asked for the chaplain who had prayed for 

him. He had not understood the words, but he 

had felt the presence of God through the 

minister‘s prayers. 

Prayer and love are like this. They can 

transcend any barrier of language and senses. 

You can feel them when it is not possible to see 

or touch or to understand the words, because 

love and prayer come from the spirit and Jesus 

said that whoever lives on this level of the spirit 

can make himself understood and felt in a unique 

way. 

Prayer is the international language; love is 

the international act. No matter where we go,  

no matter what happens to us, these two beautiful 

essential qualities bring us together—show 

others our love for God. 

Prayer: God, help me to remember that some- 

times the only way I can reach people is 

through love, through prayer. Give me the ability 

to offer both of these more freely to a God- 

starved and suffering world, I pray. 

AMEN 
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“THE TRUE MEANING OF COMMUNION” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 26:26-29; John 14:1-3 
 

Today, Christians are separated by many 

things—by distance and death, by language and 

race, nation and time. But the time is coming when 

all the Christians who have ever lived, will be 

together with each other and with Christ. What a 

banquet that will be. For  the first time in our 

lives, we will be  able  to  see Jesus as  His 

disciples saw Him; we will meet Paul and Peter, 

the great Elijah and Abraham; David, whom God 

loved so much; Solomon and Moses, Gideon and 

Joseph. For even those who died before Christ was 

born will be there because they believed that He 

would come some day. 

 
And with all these will be those of our friends 

and family who have gone on before us. 

 

This is the greatest family reunion that the 

universe will ever see. How blessed we are who 

know Christ—that we will be able to share in the 

gathering of all these who have loved and served 

God through the ages. 

 

Next time you come to the Communion table, 

remember all those with whom we will one day be 

sharing this same ―Lord‘s Supper.‖ Thank God for 

His wonderful planning. His faithfulness in 

providing a way for us all to be together again with 

Him. 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, we often forget how many people 

have loved Thee through the years. We some- 

times feel alone in the world that does not love 

Thee. Thank You, Lord, for giving us a family in 

which we will always be a member and for 

providing this supper with Thee. 

AMEN 

 
“A MEMBER OF WHICH FAMILY?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I John 5:1; Luke 18:28-30 
 

In a village, deep  in  the  heart  of  India,  a 

missionary couple led a young man to accept 

Christ as his Lord. Soon after this, they found 

the boy living with them: he had brought his 

thin pallet to sleep on, a small stove to cook his 

meals, and his bundle of clothes. The young 

missionary woman was concerned and she said, 

―Won‘t your mother be worried? Won‘t your 

father miss you?‖ 

The lad smiled and said, ―I am at home here 

more. I have given my life to Christ. You have 

given your life to Christ. God is my Father and 

your Father. We belong together. This is my family 

now.‖ 

Sometimes it is like this, isn‘t it? We are more 

at home with a Christian friend than our own 

families if they are not Christians. The only thing 

stronger than blood ties is the spiritual tie we feel 

with other Christians. 

People who have the same goal (to serve 

God), who look to Him as their Father, and who 

accept His Son, Jesus Christ, have every- thing 

in common that matters. They are a spiritual 

family. 

Is this how you feel toward other Christians no 

matter what their denomination or race? You 

should. If you love Christ and they love Him, 
together you are a Christian family. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to look with new eyes on 

other Christians everywhere. Make me aware of 

those Christians in my everyday life whom I 

have not seen before. And make me radiate Thy 

love so that others may know that I, too, am a 

part of Thy Kingdom, I pray.                    AMEN 

 
“MEMBERS OF 

AN INTERNATIONAL FAMILY” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Acts 17:26-28 (King James Version) 
 

Last week we mentioned how people can be 

completely different yet still be members of the 

same family. The Bible says the same thing about 

belonging to the family of God. 

Scripture says He has ―made of one blood all 

nations of the earth.‖ No matter what color the 

skin, the blood is the same: interchangeable. A 

Negro can have a transfusion from an Indian, a 

white man from an Eskimo, an Oriental from a 

Negro. The skin is not important; it is the blood 

that counts. 

And in the Christian family, it is the spirit 

that counts. We can be from any race or  nation, 

but if our spirits are one in Christ—no matter 

how different our customs and countries, our 

language and our way of worshiping God. We 

are members of God‘s international family, one, 

interchangeable spirit. 

We are different ethnically; live in various 

parts of the earth, react differently, look different, 

speak in different languages, but when we all 

accept Jesus Christ as the way to God then 

those particular people become related in a 

particular way. However until men unite under 

Christ, there is not this feeling of oneness. And 

this is why the world fails in its efforts toward 

peace: we can never be one world until we are 

under One Spirit, and serving one Lord. 

Prayer: Dear God, it is hard sometimes to look 

beyond the outer differences, to see the inner 

man. Help me to see others as You would see 

them if You were here and to love them as You 

do.                                                              AMEN 
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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2010 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2016 

“WHEN FAILURE OVERWHELMS YOU —” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalms 102:1-17 
 

All of us have known criticism or utter failure 

at some time . . . that awful despondency that 

seems to pin us down to depths which even friends 

cannot seem to plum. What do you do when such 

an hour comes? 

 
You can face these experiences in two ways: 

1) by bitter rebellion toward people and God, 

thereby shutting yourself off from both divine and 

human understanding and compassion . .  . or 2) 

you can simply throw yourself into God‘s arms and 

ask Him for wisdom. If you have been obedient 

unto Him, even though you seem to have failed 

men, He will give you reassurance. If you have been 

less sensitive to His will and more inclined to men, 

He will show you this, too, and you will receive 

forgiveness. 

 
Either way, you will understand — and be able 

to accept the reason for your anguish. If you have 

failed Him, He will forgive you and you will be 

wiser than before. If you have failed to please the 

world, you will be secure in the knowledge that 

you are still true to your Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 
Prayer: God, help me in all things to weigh my 

critics as to their love for Thee, and if it be that I 

am indeed wrong, give me grace to be humble. Yet 

if it is Thee whom I offend, dear Lord, show me this 

as well, that I might not sin against Thee again. 

Forgive me when I turn away from Thy love, in 

anger, and help me to trust Thee more, to trust Thy 

will for me.                                                AMEN 

“YOUR RELIGION: 

PRINCIPLE OR PERSON?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Exodus 6:1-13; Revelation 3:19, 20 
 

Are you one of those to whom the Christian 

faith is a creed or set of rules rather than a 

relationship? 

To try to make ―religion‖ take the place of a 

relationship between you and God is like trying 

to find companionship and warm satisfaction 

from a photograph of one you love rather than 

from the actual presence of that person. There is 

nothing which can take the place of personal 

relationship — and in our relationship with God 

there is nothing which can take His place in our 

lives. Not even morality, faithfulness in church 

attendance, participation in worthwhile activities, 

or an attempt to read your Bible daily, can ever 

take the place of knowing God intimately as 

your Lord and the strength of your life, your 

guide, your power. 

Sometimes a sense of self-consciousness holds 

us back: we do not know how to begin. As in every 

love relationship, our relationship with God starts 

with a giving of ourselves, a sincere sharing of our 

dreams and hopes, our fears and weaknesses. This 

coupled with a desire to know more about His will 

for our lives, His plans and dreams, begins to build 

a powerful, secure relationship with our Lord that 

no one can destroy. This is how God intended it to 

be; all we need do is turn toward Him and desire 

His presence. 

Prayer: God, how wonderful that you come to us 

in love, understanding and strength. Forgive me 

for drawing back from this great love of Thine; 

make me more eager to know Thee as a real 

presence in my life, I pray.                       AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2020 
 

“WHY WERE THESE THINGS WRITTEN?” 

Scripture: ―Now Jesus did  many  other  signs 

in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book but these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the  

Son of God — and that believing, you may have 

life in His name.‖ 

John 20:30, 31 

Also read: John 9:1-27 and Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

These things were written, then, for the 

generations of men who were to come after — 

people like us — who were not alive to see and 

hear Jesus as the disciples knew Him. 

If they, having seen Jesus, were plagued with 

doubt, they  knew  how we  who  have  never 

had the physical contact with the Lord, might be 

dragged down by an even more powerful doubt. 

So you can read this Book with an open and 

trusting heart. Every word of it is true. These 

were men who actually knew our Lord, who 

actually saw Him alive after death — and who 

knew beyond a shadow of a doubt, then, that  

He was truly the Son of God — worth living  

for, even dying for. How could they have changed 

so completely from frightened men, cringing in 

darkened rooms, into the bold, strong joyful men 

if they had not seen what God Almighty had 

done in the midst of a skeptical and calloused 

generation! 

 

Prayer: O God, please give me, too, a real 

assurance of Thy power in my own life. Since it 

is my spirit that calls to Thee, let me know that 

Thy spirit does indeed live to touch me.  

AMEN 
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“PRINCE OF WHOSE PEACE —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 14:27; Jeremiah 6:14, 15 
 

Jesus was rejected by His own people for one 

simple reason: He did not come to do what they 

wanted Him to do. The Jews wanted some- one to 

bring freedom from Roman rule and war- fare, 

slavery and poverty. They wanted a world- ruler, a 

king over nations, a champion and mighty warrior: 

a ―prince of peace.‖ 

What do you think of when you see — ―The 

Prince of Peace?‖ This is what Jesus Christ is called, 

not only by people who believe, but by an unbelieving 

world. 

Yet Christ said, ―My peace I leave with you 

. . . not as the world gives — ‖ 

Christ‘s peace is that beautiful, indescribable 

peace that comes to us when we are at one with God 

. . . when we are forgiven and know it; when we 

have found God‘s plan for our lives, and follow it; 

when we know our importance to God, and live like 

it. 

It has nothing to do with world-peace . . . and 

yet without it we will never know perfect peace in 

the world. It has nothing to do with poverty, yet 

without it men remain paupers within their spirits 

and can never rise beyond it. It has nothing to do 

with war, and yet without it we war constantly with 

God and with each other. 

This is why nothing — not even dying— could 

woo our Lord from seeking to show men this kind of 

peace. Without it, all else is a mockery . . . 

 

Prayer: O God, Thou hast created the human 

heart and dost know its needs. Lord, make us trust 

Thy wisdom as Jesus, Thy Son and our Lord, did.                                        

AMEN 

 
“WELFARE WITHOUT CHRIST 

IS A STONE . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 7:7-12 
 

In countries in the Middle East, women made 

bread in round flat loaves and kept them warm by 

stacking them alternately between stones which had 

been pre-heated and were the same size and shape 

as the bread, and though harder, could have easily 

been mistaken for loaves of bread. 

Jesus says we would never offer our children 

stones — even warm ones, when they are hungry; 

yet today, we are doing something al- most as cruel. 

Good deeds, charity, welfare, are to the 

Christian Gospel what the warm stones were to 

bread: they make Christianity more palatable, 

warmer, more appetizing, but welfare alone in 

the absence of Christ, like stones without bread, 

is nothing. It comforts at the moment but leaves 

the person hungry and dissatisfied. 

We cannot blame the world today if it offers 

only the ―warm stones‖ of welfare; it has nothing 

else to offer, but we Christians are with- out 

excuse if we are handing out charity without 

offering Christ; for the food, shelter or 

protection we give lasts only as long as a stone 

stays warm, but a meeting with Christ and His 

love will last a lifetime, will feed the spirit as 

bread nourishes the body. 

 

Prayer: Help us to warm our Christian love with 

the solid warmth of charity but may we always 

take time to prepare the spiritual nourishment 

first, serving it with love and care and skill.  

We thank Thee that Thou are the bread of life to 

our spirits, Lord. 

AMEN 

 
“THE MATTER OF 

CHRISTIAN JUDGMENT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Corinthians 8:9-12; Romans 14:7-23 
 

More and more, the Christian must be 

sensitive to what is, and what is not expedient to 

his witness in daily living. Just as a parent 

chooses that which his child eats, wears and 

looks at until he is of age to make his own 

decision, so he who is more mature in the 

Christian faith is obligated to watch what he 

offers those who are new in the faith. 

Paul was very much aware of this fact in all 

of his teachings. Many times he speaks of our 

obligation to other people — our responsibility  

to make certain that what we do and what we 

sanction does not in any way  damage or threaten 

a new spiritual life of any person. 

Today, there are numerous choices the 

mature Christian is called upon to make—

choices regarding entertainment, educational 

material, companions, social habits, attitudes or 

worship material. There are times when because 

one is mature and has the ability to discern, he 

can perhaps see some purpose to an otherwise 

―veiled‖ message. However, how important is 

that message if the way it is presented offends 

another Christian? In fact, is it a true Christian 

message if anyone must be offended by its in- 

discretion? Jesus Christ saw sin—but He did 

not commandeer it in the name of God. He 

constantly presented that which was lovely and 

pure. 

 
Prayer: Lord, in my effort to show men Thy 

way, help me to choose whatever is lovely and of 

good report. AMEN             (Philippians 4:8, 9) 
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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2010 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2016 

“WHEN THERE IS FEAR —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 27; Mark 4:35-41 

(Supplementary reading: Luke 1:28-31; 2:8-11; 

Matthew 28:1-10) 
 

One of the first things a soldier learns in 

battle is not to be ashamed of his fear.  The Army 

does not worry about the man who fears, but about 

the man who will not admit his fear. Why? 

Because unless we can identify our fear, we 

cannot cope with it; like a fire we try to smother, it 

continues to smolder and consume us until 

everything in our lives is poisoned by it. Finally, we 

are driven to one extreme or another. 

We all have fears. Fear is one of the most human 

of all emotions. God knew it; this is why so many of 

His words deal with our fear. We accept a child‘s fear 

as normal, but a child‘s security rests in the presence 

or the trust of a parent or loved one; usually this is 

sufficient to see him through a difficult experience. 

But where does the man or woman turn for assurance? 

First of all, what is our fear? A pending 

operation? The safety of one we love? Financial 

failure? Old Age? Loneliness? Or simply the 

vacuum of uselessness that seems to threaten us? 

Whatever it is, bring it out before God.  Let Him 

see it. Then give it to Him. We have trusted Him 

with our lives. That includes every single facet of 

our lives.  If  Christ  could  trust  God to see Him 

through those three days of death and bring Him 

back again to life, can‘t we trust Him to keep us in 

whatever circumstances we fear? 

 

Prayer: O God, how often You try to still our fears 

as we comfort our children. Lord, as our children 

trust us, so may we trust Thee. Your perfect love 

casts out fear. God let me feel it now. 

AMEN 

“NEVER REALLY TOO OLD —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Mark 10:13-27; Luke 10:21, 22 

Think of the older people you know — 
those you like best, those with whom you like 
most to be. What makes them so likeable? 

A sense of humor . . . the ability to live without 
judging . . . a child-like delight in living. With these 
people there is no sense of boredom; life still holds 
surprises for them. They are still learning. And they 
still face life with trust and optimism. 

This must have been what Christ was saying 
when He said, ―Except a man become as a child, 
he cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven.‖ There is 
no place in the spiritual world for bored, 
judgmental, sophisticated, jaded people. Before 
God, we are always learning, always expecting 
something new, trusting His power to change 
lives, to bring order out of chaos, love out of 
hate. 

Have you lost your child-like ability to trust, 
to love, to enjoy life with the abandon and 
anticipation of a child? Some of the oldest people 
in the world are teenagers, already tired of life, 
already ―knowing too much.‖ Some of the 
youngest, most vital people are those in their 
seventies and eighties, who can still see the 
potential of Christ in each man, the power of God  
in each situation, and the Kingdom of God even 
in our chaotic world as our Lord works quietly 
toward His reign. 

Let youth come back into your life. Let God be 
your Father, let Him be wiser and stronger than 
you. Be His child again — and watch life come 
alive! 

Prayer: Lord, I become so entangled in the troubles 
of the world that I forget that You still have us all in 
Your hand. Please give me the heart of a child 
again that I may begin to learn and trust and love 
as You would have me do. 

AMEN 
 

 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2020 

“A SINGLE LIGHT — YOURS . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 9:2-7; John 1:6-15 

During the blackouts of World War II, the 
power of a single light was impressed upon 
everyone. The momentary flare of a single match 
could pin-point a target for an alert enemy pilot, 
or give a signal to a lost pilot returning to his ship. 
A window left lighted could be a marker for an 
entire town to be bombed, or it could lead a lost 
man through a blizzard. That single light seemed 
to pierce unbelievable distances and the darker 
the night, the more clearly it seemed to shine. 

In this day of spiritual and moral darkness, 
the Christian is inclined to forget this unique 
power of light. Instead of remembering the effect 
of a single light, we continue to clamor for a 
galaxy of lights. Yet look back through history— 
beginning with our Lord. A solitary life, one pure 
steady light — and a world was changed. Every 
movement that has ever started, has begun with 
the vision and dedication of a single man, one 
light. 

But we tend to slide over this very revealing 
description of Christ, and as we minimize it, we 
also lose sight of our own value to God. ―Christ 
was the light of the world . . . let your light so 
shine that men may glorify God . . .‖ 

Have you given up? Remember that com- 
mission: ―Let your light shine.‖ Your light — give 
it freely; think of this life as a darkness where 
people are groping toward God. Whether your life 
is a tiny candle or has the power of a searchlight, 
don‘t ever let it go out. It may be the only light 
God has to use for someone who is lost.
 (Supplementary reading: Matthew 5:14-
16) 

Prayer: O God, forgive me for forgetting that 
even my life is important to You.  Without each life 
shining, how dark this world would be. We thank 
Thee for the life and light of Your Son. 

AMEN 
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TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

 

 

 

 
“USE THE ORIGINAL PATTERN —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 19:16-26; I Corinthians 3:10-15 
 

Two children were cutting out valentines, but 

between them they had only one cardboard pat- tern. 

The one child used only this pattern for each of her 

hearts, but the other child used each heart she had just 

cut for every succeeding one. When they were 

finished, the first child had twenty perfect hearts, each 

identical to the other. The second child had only two 

or three hearts which were even recognizable. Each 

successive heart had been a little larger than the 

original until the last heart was not even shaped like a 

heart. 

Too often the Christian loses sight of our 

―pattern,‖ Christ. We begin to copy our lives after 

―good men,‖ ―successful  women,‖  ―admirable 

mothers‖ — until what  the world sees now is only 

a mass of imperfect, unrecognizable ―Christians‖ 

who have no more similarity to our Lord Jesus than 

unbelievers have. No wonder they are not eager to 

meet Him . . . 

How long since you have taken the life of Christ* 

and let Him be your direct pattern for living? How 

long since you have said to yourself, ―What would He 

have done just now?‖ 

Only as we continue to step aside and let Him 

live our lives, will people ever be brought to Him. 

Never take credit for spiritual ―success.‖ Your life can 

never be a pattern for another. Al- ways show them 

your Lord; let them come as close to Him as you are . 

. . 

Prayer: God, instead of pride, may I know 

humility when people look to me as a guide. 

Please keep me from ever wanting to be a pattern 

for others. May I always set Christ before them. 

AMEN 

*His life: the four Gospels 

 
“LIFT UP YOUR EYES!” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 49:13-23; II Kings 6:11-17 

What marvelous words these were to the 
people in Isaiah‘s day — and how welcome they 
are to us now: ―Lift up your eyes — your 
builders outstrip your destroyers!‖ The prophet‘s 
people could see only the destruction of all they 
held dear . . . and we are feeling the same despair 
today. 

But we forget too easily. 
We read of juvenile delinquency and the rise in 

crime — oblivious to the hundreds of young people 
who are finding Christ every week on campuses . . . 

We read of murder and violence — totally 
forgetful of the thousands who go about daily 
mending broken hearts, healing sick bodies, lifting 
desperate people to God, giving hope . . . 

We see corruption in government — and 
overlook the public officials who serve for years 
with records of honesty and integrity . . . 

We are overwhelmed with Satan‘s mass 
conversion of thousands and thousands of people 
to drugs and perversion and spiritual filth — and 
we forget that there are thousands still crowding 
into stadiums to hear Dr. Billy Graham tell them 
about God‘s power in living. 

Filthy books, foul movies continue to rate 
at the top — yet none has matched the record of 
the best seller of all time — God‘s book, the 
Bible. 

It is time we Christians ―lift up our eyes‖ and 
count our builders — the parents, young people, 
teachers, judges, businessmen, ministers and others 
who quietly go on laying the foundation of the 
Kingdom of God on earth wherever they live and 
work. God has promised us victory. We must begin 
to live like people who believe Him! 

Prayer: God, how weary You must be of our 
fickle faith. Help us to remember that the time   
is coming when all men shall worship Thee 
everywhere. 

AMEN 

 
“NEVER TOO YOUNG —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Jeremiah 1:4-12 

We read here of a man who felt too young, 
too inexperienced to undertake a mission for 
God. Have you ever felt too young -- spiritually -
-to undertake some task God has laid on your 
heart? Are you waiting for ―time to mellow‖ you, 
for mature logic to stabilize you? 

There can be something very deadening 
about too much experience. Something happens 
to the energy, the vitality; often the flame dies 
down to glowing coals when what God needs is a 
conflagration. 

True love grows with time — but never again 
does it ever quite match the breathless, winged, 
nothing-is-impossible feeling of its first impact on 
us. We speak of ―first love‖ with nostalgia; Christ 
encourages us to keep this kind of love alive. 
(Revelation 2:1-7). 

Now, very often, it takes the new Christian, 
the man or woman, girl or boy who still re- 
members vividly what a difference God has made 
in his life; it takes someone who is still aware 
that God can — and did —  do  the impossible  
to go out and tell others about Him. 

The moment you have felt Christ take over 
your life, God can use you — that instant. Don‘t 
ever hold back; don‘t ever minimize what He has 
done in your life. Too often we do wait; the fire 
is not fanned, the coals grow cold and gray, and 
we are left with the ashes of a potentially great 
experience. 

Whether you are young in years — or in 
your spiritual maturity — say ―Yes!‖ to God. 
He would not call you if He did not need you.  
Be a flame for Him. 

 
Prayer: God, it is so easy to hide behind false 
modesty. Teach me, Father, that it is not by my 
own strength I go, but in Your strength and with 
Your words. Be with me I pray. 

AMEN 
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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2010 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

“CHRISTIANITY IS 

HELPING OTHER CHRISTIANS” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Ephesians 6:12-18 
 

We spend much of our time praying for our 

friends who do not know God, of course, but how 

often do we remember to pray for other Christians 

even when it doesn‘t seem as though they are 

particularly in need of prayer? 

 
Yet Paul says, ―Pray at all times and make 

supplication for the saints.‖ And when Jesus was 

in the garden the night of His betrayal, He prayed 

for a long time for His disciples. Why? 

 
Prayer strengthens us for future encounters just as 

surely as food or rest prepare us for physical crises. 

When you pray for someone, that person will be 

better prepared for whatever may come to him. 

 
Remember your children no matter how 

smoothly things seem to be going. You know how 

quickly this can change. Pray for your par- ents, for 

your dear friends, for your pastors . . . pray 

especially for those who seem to be so self-

sufficient. Often there are those who find it hard to 

ask for a prayer — yet they so often need the 

extra strength of prayer. Prayer is power. Let us 

never forget that. And as long as we pray for one 

another, Satan will have very little success in our 

lives and churches. 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, make me a faithful person in 

prayer. Give me asensitivity to deep needs, to 

stress, to pain or trouble in the faces of those I 

meet. May prayer be a continually greater 

contribution in my life for others.             AMEN 

“CHRISTIANITY IS CLIMBING OUT OF 

THE PIT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Revelation 7:15-17; Job 33:24-30 
 

If we were only bodies that would one day die 

and simply cease to be, life would be a pretty 

frantic kind of existence. We would scratch and dig 

and claw out of life every single pleasure and 

advantage we could find. 

But we are not just physical bodies; we are 

spirits made in God‘s image and when these 

bodies in which we happen to live die, our spirits 

continue on into a new kind of life . . . one that 

never ends and is lovely. 

This is why we Christians should never 

permit the things that happen in this life to defeat   

us or discourage us. It isn‘t the end; it isn‘t even 

the beginning of the best yet. 

We can suffer, we can fail, we can feel alone 

and find our efforts frustrated, we can feel in- 

adequate and foolish. But this is only the outer life. 

What about that inner vitality? Even while our 

circumstances seem to place us in a hopeless pit, 

within we are lifted to the presence of God 

. . . to the sure knowledge that this outer pain  

and chaos will pass but that the inner life with 

our Lord will always be there —  as  alive  now 

as later. 

When things seem particularly bad, look within 

to the soul and its lovely ability to rest quietly in 

God . . . 

Prayer: Lord, just as the deep waters remain 

undisturbed by surface storms, so let my inner life 

in Thee remain poised and quiet.                AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2020 
 

“CHRISTIANITY IS A RELATIONSHIP” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Corinthians 10:31, 32, 33 
 

The world is often puzzled as it watches 

Christian behavior: it differs so much from per- 

son to person. One man will say, ―I can do this; 

it isn‘t wrong for me.‖ Another says, ―I don‘t 

think I can do this and be the best Christian 

example.‖ Why is this? 

In the first place, Christianity was never meant 

to be a legalistic religion. It is and always has been 

a relationship between a man and Jesus Christ, 

between a man and God. 

And it is pretty safe to say that we can 

usually judge the depth of a man‘s relationship to 

Christ by the kind of life he leads. The greater 

his love for his Lord, the finer and more Christ- 

like his life. 

The more casual his acquaintance with 

Christ, the more casual his attitude toward the 

things he does and the kind of person he is. 

While this sometimes weakens people‘s 

respect for Christianity, it leads to an unlimited 

quality of living for the man who really worships 

and adores his Lord. He is never satisfied or 

smug with what he can accomplish for God. 

Christian faith is one in which we grow in every 

single day in some way — closer to Christ . . . 

because we love Him. 

 
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me never to seek the 

loophole in any ecclesiastical law, but make me 

eager to do more than I thought I could for You. 

Make my love for Thee a light to others.    AMEN 
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“CHRISTIANITY THRIVES WHERE 

THE ACTION IS —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Romans 8:35-39 
 

So many religious draw men away from the 

ordinary life into seclusion where they can ―perfect‖ 

themselves. 

Christianity pulls men out into a life where 

people are living and the need for God is so great. 

It‘s a faith that works best where the action is. 

Why? The Christian faith is ―one man lead- ing 

another to God‖ — not every man for him- self. It is 

this element which makes our faith so challenging, 

for no one at any time has an excuse for ―not being 

needed,‖ for ―being alone,‖ for not having a special 

niche. 

As long as there are men, women, and young 

people who have not found God, each Christian has 

his challenge . . . something still to do. 

Just look around you. At school, at the office, in 

your neighborhood or wherever you spend your 

time. Despair, loneliness, hopelessness, ill- ness and 

real, destructive sin . . . What are you doing for 

these people? Christ no longer walks our roads as 

He once did; He works through us now . . . Is His 

love and compassion felt when  you are in a room 

— as it once was? 

Our Lord can still heal broken or hurt hearts, He 

can forgive the most destructive sin, the most wasted 

life, if only people can come to Him. 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, I rely on Thee so much yet I 

sometimes forget how bleak and hopeless life 

would be without You. O God, give me more love 

for those You have entrusted to me.  

AMEN 

 
“CHRISTIANITY IS THE BEAM FROM 

THE TOWER” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 37:5, 6 
 

A boy accompanied his father on a plane 

flight one day when suddenly a dense fog closed 

in and they couldn‘t see the ground to land. The 

boy cried, ―Daddy, don‘t go down! You can‘t see 

where you‘re going!‖ 

 
The father said, ―I don‘t have to see, son. I 

have a friend in the radio tower and he‘s bringing 

me in. I‘m listening to him now.‖ 

 
There are times when as a  college student,  

a businessman, a mother or an ordinary citizen 

you will feel the dense fog of unfamiliar and 

frightening situations suddenly close around you. 

You are literally ―flying blind.‖ There is nothing 

familiar by which to get your bearings. People 

with you are as helpless as you are. What do you 

do? Are you accustomed to listening to God? 

Are you so familiar — so at home with the 

particular tone of His ―beam‖ that you can fly as 

easily in the fog as in the sunshine? 

 
Part of the Christian life is the training for 

emergencies. Practice feeling the will of God, the 

special ―tone‖ He gives to life when the going is 

good. Once you are familiar with it, you will be 

quick to recognize that same will when the ―fogs‖ 

close in. And there will be many. 

 

 
Prayer: Dear Lord, it is so easy to panic when I 

cannot see the road ahead. Yet God, You have 

promised always to be there. Teach me the skill 

of reaching out for Your will; train me to know 

Your voice always. 

AMEN 

 
“CHRISTIANITY BEATS THE DEVIL” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Mark 5:1-19 
 

This is one of the remarkable instances in 

which Jesus released man from demon-

possession. It was a real condition — just as 

today in certain areas of the world it is still 

prevalent. It is a terrifying thing to be around, 

and for years the people in this place where Jesus 

was walking must have been afraid to go 

anywhere near the demoniac. 

 
Now suddenly they are free from it and what 

do they do? Thank Jesus? They can think only   

of the swine they have lost — not of the miracle 

that‘s taken place before their very eyes. 

 
Has God ever taken anything out of your life 

that once made you fearful and apprehensive — 

and have you later forgotten how it used to be, 

and think now only of the ―loss‖ — ? 

 
God had the same trouble with the Hebrew 

people after He had freed them all from the 

Egyptians. It was unbelievable how quickly they 

forgot the terrible persecution and slavery; all they 

remembered was the food, the leeks and garlic and 

flesh pots! 

 
When you begin to wish for ―good‖ old times, 

remember everything about those times; God does 

not take from our lives anything with- out putting 

in its place something far better — that is if we are 

committed to Him . . . 

 

 
Prayer: Lord, I thank Thee that Thou dost still 

have the power to transform my life in so many 

ways! 

AMEN 
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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2010 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2016 

“THESE, TOO, GAVE THANKS —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 107:17-22 

 
―Some were sick through their sinful ways, 

And because of their iniquities suffered affliction; 

They loathed any kind of food, 

And they drew near to the gates of death.  Then 

they cried to the Lord in their trouble, And he 

delivered them from their distress —‖ 

 
 

This could have been written today . . . there are 

so many who are suffering so terribly from their own 

weakness. Society seems helpless to aid them — we 

watch them waste away, and know that they will 

surely die unless someone, somehow can do 

something for them. 

 
Yet even to these, David says, God comes: ―He 

sent forth His word, and healed them . . .‖ And if 

you‘ve ever met a man or woman who has known 

release from the ―affliction of weak- ness of their 

own flesh,‖ you know what joy is. 

 
God is able to do anything . . . if only we could 

learn this, could learn to turn to Him early. 

 

 
 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me to trust Thee so much that 

I can find the way to bring those to Thee who have 

given up hope of ever finding life again. God, 

Thou art able to do anything we could ask or hope 

. . . Grant us who believe, the faith to bring these to 

Thee so that they, too, may know joy and 

deliverance and peace again. 

AMEN 

“COUNT TO TEN BEFORE YOU STOP” 

SCRIPTURE: 

II Corinthians 9:6, 7 
 

One day, a mother noticed her son looking 

thoughtfully at his hands. After some time, she 

asked him what he was thinking. He said, ―I am 

ten now and I want to be ten years‘ worth.‖ His 

mother, puzzled, asked what that meant. He 

replied, ―Just that for so many years of living,    

I should be giving some back!‖ 

She smiled. ―And what have you decided to 

do?‖ 

―Every day I will do ten things — for you or 

for God or for someone before I stop my day.‖ 

How long since you counted to ten before 

stopping? So often the little almost insignificant 

things we do for others can make the day lovelier 

and more meaningful. It is so easy to overlook 

them, though. Mothers usually do them 

effortlessly — yet even this can be monotonous if 

it is done without the consciousness of love. 

Count the things you have done today for 

someone else . . . is it more than you had 

thought, or less? 

There is nothing in the world as vitalizing as 

giving yourself, your interest and your under- 

standing to those you meet. Like moving waters 

remain fresh and clean, so those who give of 

themselves never seem to become stagnant. 

 
Prayer: Lord, there is so much need in the 

world. Help me to do more in the days to come 

than I have in the past. May not a day pass 

without my serving Thee in some way, I pray. 

AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2020 
 

“SPIRITUAL NOMADS . . . 

IN SEARCH OF A REFUGE —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 107:1-9 
 

―Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no city 

to dwell in; 

Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

And He delivered them from their distress; He 

led them by a straight way, 

Till they reached a city to dwell in ‖ 

The paradox of the cities is this loneliness 

in the midst of crowds . . . the hunger which 

nothing seems to satisfy, the thirst that is never 

quenched. 

It is not physical . . . if it was, alcohol and 

physical relationships could cure it. It is not 

mental, or knowledge would suffice. It is the 

spirit searching for a place of its  own  —  and 

so the man who finds God, comes to his ―place  

of refuge‖ — and funding it discovers that the 

desert is not around us, but within us: 

―For He satisfies him who is thirsty and the 

hungry He fills with good‖ 

Prayer: Dear Lord, turn my eyes from the 

physical things which cannot satisfy me wholly . 

. . from the intellectual which stimulate but do 

not fill, and just for today, let my soul feast at 

Thy “table” and within Thy city . . . Lord, help 

me to know the wonder of Your love . . . that 

inner life which You have promised to all who 

commit themselves to You. Teach my spirit to 

hear Thy word.  Father, I pray. 

AMEN 
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“LOOK BACK ON YOUR VALLEYS . . .‖  

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 103:1-5 
 

An old man and a young boy were going 

toward a very high mountain. As the journey went 

on hour after hour, the boy grew weary and 

exclaimed, ―We are no nearer than before! Let us 

stop and go back!‖ But the old man said, ―Stop, boy, 

and look back —‖ 

There below them lay the valley . . . farther 

behind them than the distance ahead to the mountain 

peak. 

Our progress in our spiritual life is often so 

gradual, we scarcely realize how far God has 

brought us until we turn around and look behind us 

at the valleys and the rocky places, the ―pits‖ of 

despair and failure, indecision and addiction. 

In these beautiful verses, we see how many 

things God has done for David . . . forgiven sins, 

healed his diseases, lifted him from the depths — 

surrounded him by love and mercy and satisfied and 

renewed the inner man. 

All of us, if we will, can look at these blessings 

and say, ―Yes, He has done this for me, too.‖ And 

as we remember, we become more aware of just 

how much we count on God to give our lives 

meaning and purpose.  

From time to time, take a moment to stop and 

look back. It is only in retrospect that we see how 

far we‘ve come and how much we have for which to 

be thankful to God. 

 
 

Prayer: Life is more than things. Help me to see 

Thy hand in all of it, comforting, guiding, and 

sustaining me. 

AMEN 

 
“PRAISE FROM A REBEL . . .‖  

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 107:10-16 
 

―Some sat in darkness and in gloom, prisoners 

in affliction and irons, 

For they had rebelled against the words of God, 

And spurned the counsel of the Most High. 

Their hearts were bowed down with hard labor; 

They fell down, with none to help — 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

And He delivered them from their distress.‖ 

 

Most of us have experienced some sort of 

rebellion . . . we know the resistance our pride 

puts up — like iron bars which keep us prisoners 

of our own darkness. We know the exhaustion of 

remaining rebels against everyone, the gloom and 

darkness of being shut off from God. 

In these verses David tells, though, of God‘s 

ability to break through even this kind of barrier. 

God can do what we in our weakness cannot. David 

likens it to ―shattering the doors of bronze‖ . . . 

―cutting bars of iron.‖ 

Bronze does not shatter, and in early days, iron 

was not easily cut. Yet David says, ―God does the 

impossible for those who call upon Him.‖ 

Have you tried everything and still remain a 

prisoner of some rebellion? Stand aside and let 

God‘s power go to work for you. 

 
 

Prayer: Others have asked You for help and 

You have answered. Lord, wilt Thou shatter the 

bronze doors of my doubt, too, I pray, and free 

me. 

AMEN 

 
“FOR THE DELIGHT OF OUR SPIRIT” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Genesis 1:26, 27; Matthew 22:37-40 
 

How long since you have lifted up your face 

and said, ―Thank you . . . ‖ 

How long since you have thought of all the 

small and lovely things without which life would 

be less lovely? 

We are spirits, and the loveliest things in all 

the earth are those which God has fashioned for the 

delight of our souls and the nourishment of our 

inner beings. 

What good would our vision be if we had 

not the soul to thrill to color and line . . . or our 

hearing if we had no spirit to interpret the words, 

or our voices if there were no love to move us, or 

sorrow to bring tears? 

It is the spirit within us which continues to 

push up through the dry crust of mortal man 

. . . the soul of man which keeps searching 

though the body grows weary and the mind 

stumbles to a halt . . . 

Love and compassion, endurance and faith, 

hope and forgiveness are the fruits of the spirit, 

the expression of God through us which can 

transform barren existence into divine purpose 

on this battered earth. 

If nothing else brings you to God this day, 

thank Him for making man in His image — a 

spirit with ability to believe and doubt, reach 

out . . . and pray. 

 

Prayer: Lord, sometimes in the press of living — 

of earning and eating, of struggling and 

competing, I forget I am more than this. Father, 

help me to remember my need for Thee and the 

hunger my spirit feels apart from Thy presence. 

AMEN 



© 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2010 MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2016 

“AS LONG AS I HAVE LIFE, 

I WILL SERVE THEE” 

SCRIPTURE: John 13:1-17; 19:26, 27 

In a large metropolitan hospital, a woman stood 
by the elevator on the oncology floor where many 
patients were fighting terminal cancer. She had been 
watching a man with the  usual ravages  of the 
disease, slowly walking the corridors, going into 
rooms, waving  a  greeting, quietly touching a 
shoulder here and there — and always with a warm 
smile. 

She turned to the technician beside her and said, 
―Why is he wearing himself out so?‖ The technician 
replied quickly, ―He is not wearing himself out — he 
is shining himself up. He tells us this is how Christ 
spent His last hours, and so  he is trying to do the 
same.‖ 

We cannot all spend our last moments in the same 
way. But as long as God gives us breath or any means 
of communication, there is someone He has for us to 
reach — even if it is just to reassure the nurses that we 
are not afraid . . . to  tell  the doctor we understand 
the despair that must often threaten to make him 
cynical and hopeless 
. . . to share with our friends those things we have 
learned in our confinement so that they may be helped in 
their time of need. 

Christ spent His entire life passing along the 
goodness and knowledge of God. Now  we  stand in 
the breach — where He once stood — and it  is  up to 
us to give hope and courage and a good witness to 
those who watch so wistfully, hoping to glimpse 
someone who goes into the new land un- afraid and 
confident! 

(For deep comfort, read Ps 116.) 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, I know there will always be times 
when I am not brave, times when doubt will taunt me, 
but help me in those times to turn to Your blessed 
Word and find solace and reassurance. You have 
promised never to leave me nor forsake me*, and I 
stand on those words dear Lord. Be with me and 
make me a light for those who still seek Thee. 

AMEN 

*Heb l3:5, 6 

“HE KNOWETH THY FRAME . . . 

HE REMEMBERETH —” 

Ps 103:14 

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 37 

Recently in a certain city, a young politician 
was making an effort to run against the mayor 
whose backers were men involved in powerful, 
illegal enterprises. 

He had known it would be a bitter battle, but 
he was unprepared for the personal attack and the 
feeling of total defeat. 

When it was over, even those friends, business 
allies, family and church friends who had not 
withdrawn their support throughout the difficult 
campaign, began to show subtle changes in their 
attitude toward him. 

His wife became ill from the strain, their 
own relationship was worn thin, and his struggle 
against bitterness and depression was 
overwhelming. 

Then his priest came to him one day and said, 
―Sit back and close your eyes and let me read to 
you.‖ He opened the Bible and read the final 
chapters of Jesus life . . . the  betrayal of  Judas, 
the weakness of Peter, the fickleness of the mobs,  
the indifference of the disciples . . .  the rapid loss  
of credibility, reputation, title, respect . . . and 
finally death. (Mark 14:26 to 15:39) 

When the priest had finished reading, he said, 
―Only when we experience the demise of our own 
efforts, do we reach out for the hand of God. 
This, man, is when your relationship with Him 
begins. Be still and know that He is God.‖ 
(Psalm 46:10) 

 
Prayer: Dear Father, it is hard for me to be a 
child before Thee. But help me to trust in Your 
love and to abide by Your law so that, as Your 
Son Jesus Christ grew in favor and in stature be- 
fore men, I too shall learn Thy will. 

AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2020 

 

“NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 51:10-14; I Peter 3:21 

 

―The glory of the good is in their con- 

science, and not in the tongues of men. A 

good conscience is able to bear very much, 

and is cheerful in adversities. 

―Thou shalt rest sweetly if thy heart 

do not condemn thee.‖ 

Thomas à Kempis 

 
We all have been kept awake by something 

we have done or said that day. It seems the farther 

we go into the night, the less defense we have 

against our own corruption. 

When these times come, use them to ask 

forgiveness of the Father. Then ask Him to give 

you the opportunity to make right the wrongs you 

have done. God will forgive you if you are truly 

sorry. And when you feel that, you will go in the 

right spirit to your friend. 

And if someone has wronged you, He will 

give you the grace to make it easier for them, 

should they too, feel the need of forgiveness. (I 

John 1:9) 

 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, as You gave Peter three* times 

to say he was sorry for the times he betrayed 

Thee, so may I learn to forgive others as You 

for- give me. Help me each night to cleanse my 

heart so that I may meet the new day with a 

newness of spirit that is free of the weight and 

debris of the day before. 

AMEN 

*Mark 14:66-72; John 21:7, 15-17 

mailto:info@dailyfamilydevotional.org
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TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

 

 

 

 
“JUST AS I AM . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:6-11; Psalm 34:14-18 

 

―Let every man come to God in his own way. God 
made you on purpose and me on  purpose, and He 
does not say  to you, ‗Repent and feel as  So and So 
feels,‘ or ‗Repent and feel as that other one feels,‘ but 
‗Come just as you are, with your mind and heart, 
education, and circumstance. 

―Again God speaks to you as to the flowers, and 
says, ‗Come with the form and nature that I gave you. 
If you are made a violet, come as a violet.‘ If you are 
a shrub, do not desire to be a tree. 

―Let everything abide in the nature which I gave it, 
and grow to the full excellence that is contained in that 
nature.‖ 

H. W. Beecher 

 

 
This present generation is told to ―love your- 

self!‖ but that is not enough without the knowledge 
that the reason we love ourselves is because we are 
loved by God and preciously unique to Him. 

The only way we can believe this is to accept Him 
as a personal, loving God — not an inanimate Force or 
nebulous Power. 

Christ spoke with Him as His Father. If we are to 
follow our Lord at all, we will follow Him  in this. 

Think of yourself as His child — put your hand 
in the hand of His Son, and go with Him to the Father. 

 

 
Prayer: Dear God, I look around at others who seem so 
gifted and strong. Please help me now to look at myself 
as Your child, and to begin to dis- cover the things I can 
do for You, to make Your earth a little lovelier for others. 

AMEN 

 
“YES, HE HAS BEEN THERE . . .” 

“For He (Christ) was tempted (tested) in 
all points like as we, yet without sin.” 

II Tim 3:16 

Can you really believe this statement? Hasn‘t 
there been a time in your life when you said, ―Lord, 
You never went through this!‖ 

— Betrayal by one to whom you have given so 
much of yourself? (Luke 22:28-34; 39-62) 

— Loneliness in a relationship that should be close 
but is a wilderness instead? (Mark 14:32-42) 

— Humiliation so devastating that people will 
never look at you the same again? 

(Mat 27:24-31) 

— Your credibility wiped out in one sweep — so 
that people will never trust you again? 

(Mat 27:37-44) 

— Defenselessness in the face of evidence so con- 
vincing that you are powerless to refute? 

(Mark 14:53-65; 15:1-5) 

— Dying — before you feel you have finished your 
work? (John 14:1-9) 

— Thinking you had accomplished your objective 
only  to  find people have  twisted and misused  it? 

(Mark 15:6-15) 

The people and situations themselves may differ 
but remember: the emotions they evoke  are  the 
same, and it is these that threaten the life of  the 
spirit — it is these emotions we take to the Lord. 

 
Prayer: Holy Father, I thank Thee once more for 
having Thy Son go before us in all the vicissitudes of 
this life, to blaze the difficult path, to set a light on 
the way, and to leave His footprints to give us 
confidence that “He has  passed  this  way  before  
us.” (Heb. 2:17, 18) 

AMEN 

 

 
“DID THEY SAY IT WOULD BE EASY?” 

SCRIPTURE: Mal 3:1-2; John 16:33; Rom 5:3-5 

This earthly life has been called many things: 
spiritual boot camp, hell on earth, devil‘s play- 
ground, dead end, a crazy maze. An exercise in 
futility. The Bible likens it to a potter‘s kiln; 
Christ says it will be full of tribulation. And Mal- 
achi calls God‘s Spirit a ―refiner‘s fire.‖ (Handel,  
in his masterpiece, ―The Messiah‖ — which is 
based on scripture — gives that a major theme.) 

All these indicators should give us an insight into 
the nature of our life here, then. 

But why does God do this to us? He does not do 
it to us; we have done it to ourselves — we have 
initiated the consequences by our own 
disobedience to His laws and our refusal to 
respond to His love. 

What God does do is to offer to make us fit once 
more to return to our rightful place as the people we 
were designed by Him to be! 

One thing a boot-camp, refiner‘s fire, and a 
kiln all have in common: each is designed as a  
step toward perfecting something for service. The 
camp was to make the soldier ready to be obedient, 
physically fit, no  longer self-centered,  part of  a 
greater unit, and trained to a single purpose. 

The kiln makes permanent the color and design 
and durability of the vessel. 

The refiner‘s fire brings the dross and impurities 
to the surface where they can be skimmed off and the 
resulting metal fit for fashioning and use. 

We are God‘s supreme creation — and He will 
do all He can to help us return to our initial beauty 
and power and purpose in the universe. 

 
Prayer: God, my Creator and Father, I thank 
Thee for Thy plan for my life and for the intricate 
ways in which You are molding me and making 
me acceptable once more. Grant me insight, Lord, 
as I submit myself to Thy loving hands. 

AMEN 
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FRIDAY SATURDAY 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2010 MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2016 

“WHY DIFFERENT—FOR WHOM?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Second Chapter of Proverbs 
 

One of the hardest things that we learn is to be 

different from others, to stand alone at times and 

not be afraid. But it is an even more difficult thing 

to be different for God. 

We see more and more young people today who 

pride themselves on being ―individual,‖ freeing 

themselves from social and moral codes, answering 

to no man or government. But this is not the sort 

of thing we are talking of . . . 

These people seek to elevate themselves, to place 

their desires above everything else. 

Christian individuality differs in that your 

individuality finds its freedom in being what God 

wants you to be, not merely what men and society 

may demand. This leads to a tremendously 

increased personal expression in its finest form. 

Your talents, personality and abilities all come 

together in one powerful directive: to follow God‘s 

will. No longer are you pulled apart by trying to 

please men. 

Think what could happen if all the decisions 

you made regarding your own moral code, at- 

titude toward others, behavior on the football field 

or in a fraternity house were based on what God 

would have you do! No more inner turmoil or 

guilt. You would know! 

 

 
Prayer: Lord, help me to learn that in following 

Thee there is wisdom — in loving Thee there is 

assurance — and in committing my life to Thee I 

find freedom from fear and anxiety. God make me 

strong in my stand for Thee, I pray. 

AMEN 

“HEREIN IS LOVE —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 1:26-35. 37, 38; I John 4:10 
 

For many people, this Christmas Eve will be 
one of the loneliest nights of the year — not 

because they are alone but because of the emptiness 

they feel within their spirits on the very eve of the 

day God came down to men. 

Those who perhaps have scoffed that God 

would ever bother to stoop down to men, find 

themselves wishing wistfully that He really had, 
somehow . . . 

Those who deny that Jesus Christ is really 

the Divine Son of God who came down to live 

with us in this battered world and show us the 

way to live with God in spite of the sin and 

failure and heartache, may find themselves now 

yearning for the faith to believe it really 

happened after all . . . 

Maybe because they have never experienced 

for themselves the wonder of knowing God, they 

feel the separation from Him more keenly tonight. 

Every man who ever lived, whether he re- 
members or not, has experienced the longing to 

know and feel God‘s love. 

The greatest gift you can give this Christ- 

mas is the belief that what God promised, came 

true . . . that our Lord did come, born as  we 

were born, to live as we  must live, and to pay  

the price for our disobedience; then to go before 

us to prepare a place for us . . . 

What more could God do . . . what more could 

be left . . . ? 

Prayer: Greater love hath no man than to give 
his life for a friend. God, may we believe at last 

what Thou hast given, and on this night so dear 

to Thee may we bow before so great a love. 

AMEN 
 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2020 

 

“YOUR PRIVATE MISSION IN LIFE —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

John 17:3; Acts 26:15-18 
 

Most of us have set goals for ourselves in 

terms of personal dreams, but a goal is not 

necessarily a mission. 

A mission is something we have been given 

to do and it usually implies an act done for the 

benefit of another person or persons. 

Christ‘s mission was bringing men to God. 

This seems narrow and limited at first — but 

see what happens: 

Through God‘s forgiveness, your friend can be 

freed from guilt and anxiety. 

Through commitment to God, he can at last 

find a reason for living. 

Through letting God into his life, he will find 

the power to be a new man. 

Through spiritual awareness of the presence of 

God, he can see life now as a continuing 

experience, starting now with God and going on 

even after dying with Him. 

Through Christ, God fills every hunger and 

need of the human heart. 

This is why  Christ asked us to follow Him  

in leading people to God . . . could anything 

offer more fabulous possibilities than 

introducing a man to this way of life? Unless you 

find yourself responding to your friends‘ need 

for God, you are not fulfilling your own private 

mission in life. 

Prayer: Lord, it is so easy to offer people ad- 

vice, counsel and other aid instead of simply 

showing them Thee. Forgive me. Lord, for my 

timidity — and give me the wisdom and courage 

I need to really be a help to them.      AMEN 

mailto:info@dailyfamilydevotional.org
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TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

 

 

 

 
“YOUR MISSION AS A PARENT —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

I Samuel 1:9-11, 27-28 
 

Do you ever look at your child and try to see 

him as God would see him? What would his most 

valuable asset be in God‘s sight . . . 

We often attempt to make our children 

improved carbon copies of ourselves, forgetting 

perhaps, that for every man and woman  there  is a 

specific plan, a specific purpose fashioned for him 

alone, suited to his particular talent, ability and 

character. 

As parents, it is essential for us to start early 

to make a child aware of this. Pray first for 

guidance . . . watch the child‘s natural tendency 

toward this talent or that. Continue to pray for 

wisdom to follow God‘s will as you begin to trace 

with your child his destiny under God‘s hand. 

Perhaps you see him as a doctor . . . God may 

have created him to be  a  poet.  Perhaps you see 

him as a missionary — yet God may desire him to 

be a Godly lawyer or teacher. You may want to be 

a grandmother, and perhaps your child will lead a 

life of solitary pursuit. 

Whatever we do, having placed our children in 

God‘s hands, we must then be willing to trust them 

there, step aside and let God‘s will direct them. 

 
Prayer: Dear God, Thou didst offer to our service 

Thine only Son. Lord, may we be willing to do this 

for Thee. Let my love for Thee be a strength to my 

children, my faith in Thee be a light to their feet, 

and my relinquishment of them be my final service 

of love, I pray. O God, keep them in Thine hand 

and bless them . . .  and may they never leave Thee. 

AMEN 

 
“THE OFFICE MISSION . . .‖  

SCRIPTURE: 

I Corinthians 10:31-11:1 
 

If everyone in your office were to write one 

sentence about you, describing the most 

outstanding quality you exhibit, what would it 

be? Your financial ability? your jokes? your 

pleasing personality? your ability to cope with 

tough problems? your temper . . . your clothes? 

This can be one of the most startling 

revelations we ever experience, seeing ourselves as 

others see us. We may think of ourselves as 

Christians among ―pagans‖ — and yet to the 

―pagans‖ we may not seem any different. 

Perhaps we think of ourselves as being 

morally pure; yet our reasons may be so obscure 

that no one else has become better for it. Maybe 

we think of ourselves as loving, compassionate, 

uncritical—and yet to our friends, we may seem 

merely indifferent, soft, or wishy-washy and dull. 

Unless what we do is done to glorify our Lord 

and express our faith, our deeds are like so many 

zeroes with no digit before them: they amount to 

absolutely nothing, in God‘s sight. 

But if people know that you act out of a  

love and obedience to your Lord, immediately 

what you do takes on real meaning. Then they 

are drawn, not to you, but to the God you serve. 

This is or should be our aim in all we do — our 

mission in daily life. 

 
Prayer: Dear Lord, give me wisdom and 

sensitivity in sharing my faith with others. Keep 

me from being obnoxious—yet make me a 

sincere witness in all I do, I pray. 

AMEN 

 
“SPIRITUAL MYOPIA . . .” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Matthew 28:18-20 
 

There is such a thing as spiritual myopia: 

people who can see no farther than their own 

immediate need, or perhaps that of their own 

country. 

This is like trying to stamp out a deadly 

disease by temporarily inoculating your own 

family  but  ignoring  the  spread  of  the  

disease   in the neighborhood and city. 

Sin and its depravation now touch and 

influence people many thousands of miles apart. 

Television, travel, and war have all carried the 

disease of the human soul into every corner of 

the earth, and we can no longer feel safe in 

isolating ourselves in our ―Christian corner of 

the world.‖ 

During the last war, some of our fliers land- 

ed in territory which only a few decades before 

had been inhabited by head-hunters. Now as 

those fliers were forced to land, the ―Fuzzy- 

wuzzies‖ were the ones who took our men and 

nursed them back to complete health. Christ had 

gone before into the hearts of these men through 

the work of Christian missionaries the savages 

had found a God of love and compassion, and 

the beauty and power of their love has been 

immortalized by poets and composers. 

The four corners of the earth are being 

pulled closer and closer together and only 

Christ can make us one. 

 

Prayer: Lord, all the great and beautiful forces 

of our land are a result of those who have found 

a God of love and compassion in Thy Son. 

Thank You!                                                   AMEN 



 

“WHICH MUST COME FIRST ?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 12:15, 29-31; Matthew 6:33 
 

When you think of human need, do you 

think of it in terms of physical depravity — 

clothing, housing, material possessions? Or do 

you think primarily in terms of their lostness 

from the love and strength of God — that darkness 

of soul  that cannot seem to see beyond 

tomorrow‘s crushing load of despair and fu- 

tility? 

As we have said, man is both spirit and body 

and his needs are real in each of these areas. 

Yet Jesus said, ―Seek ye first  the  King- 

dom of Heaven and all these other things shall   

be yours as well.‖ 

Did it ever dawn  on us, that when we  seek  

to supply men‘s physical need first we are 

defying Christ‘s commandment and defeating 

our own purposes? 

Have you ever seen a slum replaced by a 

new housing development, only to go back some 

time later to see the atmosphere again had re- 

turned to that of a tenement? 

Slums are not a condition of men‘s out- 

ward possessions, but a condition of their inner 

response to life. Men cannot respond to life if 

they see nothing worth living for. 

But show them Christ who in turn gives 

them a place and purpose in life, and they will, 

through His Kingdom, build their own per- 

sonal dynasties and fashion positive family 

bulwarks for God which will last through any- 

thing. 

Prayer: O God, help me never to lose sight of what 

Your power in the lives of men can do— how it can 

loose talents and love never before touched. I thank 

Thee for this power. AMEN 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2008 

“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-38 

Christmas is the season when all men find 

some excuse to celebrate . . . even those who 

daily mention Christ only as a curse, now 

hesitantly take part in His birthday . . . Those who 

scoff at His life  all  year  long,  now  shyly  

stop to look once more at this strange and won- 

derful thing which we call ―God‘s Gift to Men‖ 

. . . Men who push Him from their minds every day 

of the year, draw aside to ponder over this special 

warmth and joy that touches men at this time . . . 

Every year, at Christmas, we who have gone 

our ways thoughtlessly, are once more brought 

before the throne of God, to be  reminded again  

of His love toward us, and for a moment, we 

must answer the question in our own hearts . . . 

―Who do you say that I am . . . ?‖ 

It is not that men do not want to believe . . .  

it is often that a Love so great, a Heart so 

knowing brings awe to us as it did to the 

shepherds. 

Yet God never ceases to woo us to Himself 

with this love. Each Christmas is another chance 

for men to realize what God has done, and to 

see at last what this glow is, and what Christmas 

is all about. 

Prayer: Dear Father, because we cannot always 

understand, we sometimes fear to believe. Please 

help us to accept this most beautiful of all Your 

gifts, Your Son, Who came to bridge the great 

chasm between us and You, and to set aside at 

last our loneliness and imperfection. AMEN 

“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-38 

Christmas is the season when all men find 

some excuse to celebrate . . . even those who 

daily mention Christ only as a curse, now 

hesitantly take part in His birthday . . . Those who 

scoff at His life  all  year  long,  now  shyly  

stop to look once more at this strange and won- 

derful thing which we call ―God‘s Gift to Men‖ 

. . . Men who push Him from their minds every day 

of the year, draw aside to ponder over this special 

warmth and joy that touches men at this time . . . 

Every year, at Christmas, we who have gone 

our ways thoughtlessly, are once more brought 

before the throne of God, to be  reminded again  

of His love toward us, and for a moment, we 

must answer the question in our own hearts . . . 

―Who do you say that I am . . . ?‖ 

It is not that men do not want to believe . . .  

it is often that a Love so great, a Heart so 

knowing brings awe to us as it did to the 

shepherds. 

Yet God never ceases to woo us to Himself 

with this love. Each Christmas is another chance 

for men to realize what God has done, and to 

see at last what this glow is, and what Christmas 

is all about. 

help us  to  accept this most beautiful of  all Your 

gifts, Your Son, Who came to bridge the great 

chasm between us and You, and to set aside at 

last our loneliness and imperfection. AMEN 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2010 

“WHICH MUST COME FIRST ?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 12:15, 29-31; Matthew 6:33 
 

When you think of human need, do you 

think of it in terms of physical depravity — 

clothing, housing, material possessions? Or do 

you think primarily in terms of their lostness 

from the love and strength of God — that darkness 

of soul  that cannot seem to see beyond 

tomorrow‘s crushing load of despair and fu- 

tility? 

As we have said, man is both spirit and body 

and his needs are real in each of these areas. 

Yet Jesus said, ―Seek ye first  the  King- 

dom of Heaven and all these other things shall   

be yours as well.‖ 

Did it ever dawn  on us, that when we  seek  

to supply men‘s physical need first we are 

defying Christ‘s commandment and defeating 

our own purposes? 

Have you ever seen a slum replaced by a 

new housing development, only to go back some 

time later to see the atmosphere again had re- 

turned to that of a tenement? 

Slums are not a condition of men‘s out- 

ward possessions, but a condition of their inner 

response to life. Men cannot respond to life if 

they see nothing worth living for. 

But show them Christ who in turn gives 

them a place and purpose in life, and they will, 

through His Kingdom, build their own per- 

sonal dynasties and fashion positive family 

bulwarks for God which will last through any- 

thing. 

Prayer: O God, help me never to lose sight of what 

Your power in the lives of men can do— how it can 

loose talents and love never before touched. I thank 

Thee for this power. AMEN 

“WHICH MUST COME FIRST ?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 12:15, 29-31; Matthew 6:33 
 

When you think of human need, do you 

think of it in terms of physical depravity — 

clothing, housing, material possessions? Or do 

you think primarily in terms of their lostness 

from the love and strength of God — that darkness 

of soul  that cannot seem to see beyond 

tomorrow‘s crushing load of despair and fu- 

tility? 

As we have said, man is both spirit and body 

and his needs are real in each of these areas. 

Yet Jesus said, ―Seek ye first  the  King- 

dom of Heaven and all these other things shall   

be yours as well.‖ 

Did it ever dawn  on us, that when we  seek  

to supply men‘s physical need first we are 

defying Christ‘s commandment and defeating 

our own purposes? 

Have you ever seen a slum replaced by a 

new housing development, only to go back some 

time later to see the atmosphere again had re- 

turned to that of a tenement? 

Slums are not a condition of men‘s out- 

ward possessions, but a condition of their inner 

response to life. Men cannot respond to life if 

they see nothing worth living for. 

But show them Christ who in turn gives 

them a place and purpose in life, and they will, 

through His Kingdom, build their own per- 

sonal dynasties and  fashion positive family 

bulwarks for God which will last through any- 

thing. 

Prayer: O God, help me never to lose sight of what 

Your power in the lives of men can do— how it can 

loose talents and love never before touched. I thank 

Thee for this power. AMEN 

“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 
“WHICH MUST COME FIRST ?” 

© 

 
 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 
please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2016 
 
“THE SECRET OF POWERFUL PRAYER” 

 
SCRIPTURE: 

Colossians 1:15-20; Matthew 16:13-26 
 

It is hard, sometimes, to remember who our 

Lord really is. We think of Him ―humanly‖— as  

a  champion of the people, a  man of  compassion 

— but we often forget His majesty and authority. 

The men on the road to Emmaus seemed to 

have forgotten, too, for they were describing Him 

merely as ―Jesus of Nazareth who was a  

prophet — ‖ not as  the Christ, the Son of God 

as they knew Him to be. (Luke 24:13-21) Cir- 

cumstances had caused them to forget that He 

was still their Lord. He had been crucified and 

they had forgotten what He had said about rising 

again. 

Today it is easy for us to think of Christ as 

the figure-head of Christianity, as one whom the 

world recognizes as a great man, but not as 

Prince of Heaven, Son of God, co-ruler of the 

universe. 

Yet in order for you  to pray  with certainty, 

in order for you to witness with authority, you 

must remember who He is and that God has 

given Him all power on earth and in heaven.  

The effectiveness of your prayers depends upon 

both the Lord‘s  will  and  your  trust  in  Him.  

If you forget who He is, men's ridicule and dis- 

belief may shake your faith in His power. 

 
Prayer: Lord, help me never to forget that Thou 

art surely God and that for Thee nothing is 

impossible. As I live each day,  may my  faith 

in Thee and my dependence upon Thee grow 

stronger, I pray. AMEN 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2007 MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2011 

 

 

 

FRIDAY 

 

“WHO IS HE TO YOU—?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 7:14; 9:2-7; Matthew 1:18-23 

 
To the world, Jesus Christ is just a vague 

figure, someone who lived two thousand years ago, 

was supposed to have performed miracles, was 

killed on a  cross and  for  some  reason, has a great 

religion named after Him. 

But to those who believe. He is the answer to 

everything — ―Why am I living.  .  .  how do  I find 

God . . . how do I find the meaning or assurance here 

in this life?‖ 

To the world He has the image of a social welfare 

philosopher, merely a teacher, a meek pacifist, a 

champion of the masses and the down- trodden — 

misinterpreted, misquoted and tragically 

underestimated. 

But to us who believe, He  is  God‘s  own Son 

— fulfillment of God‘s promise to the world that He 

would send Someone to save His people from their 

sins . . . to give them the key to eternal life . . . to 

give them hope and power, strength and comfort . . 

. to be ―God-with-us.‖ 

To the world He is  just a  man .  .  .  but to us 

who believe He is the final and complete 

revelation of God . . . and the way to God as a 

Father. 

Who is He to you . . . ? 

 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, come to me in a new way this 

Christmas, I pray. May I not be afraid to believe 

that what God once promised, He really has 

fulfilled . . . that You are the Way, the Truth and the 

Life, and that with You, I need no other proof of 

God‟s love toward me. 

AMEN 

 

SATURDAY 

“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-38 

Christmas is the season when all men find 

some excuse to celebrate . . . even those who 

daily mention Christ only as a curse, now 

hesitantly take part in His birthday . . . Those who 

scoff at His life  all  year  long,  now  shyly  

stop to look once more at this strange and 

wonderful thing which we call ―God‘s Gift to 

Men‖ 

. . . Men who push Him from their minds every day 

of the year, draw aside to ponder over this special 

warmth and joy that touches men at this time . . . 

Every year, at Christmas, we who have gone 

our ways thoughtlessly, are once more brought 

before the throne of God, to be reminded again of 

His love toward us, and for a moment, we must 

answer the question in our own hearts . . . ―Who 

do you say that I am . . . ?‖ 

It is not that men do not want to believe.  It is 

often that a Love so great, a Heart so knowing 

brings awe to us as it did to the shepherds. 

Yet God never ceases to woo us to Himself 

with this love. Each Christmas is another chance 

for men to realize what God has done, and to 

see at last what this glow is, and what Christmas 

is all about. 

 
 

Prayer: Dear Father, because we cannot always 

understand, we sometimes fear to believe. Please 

help us to accept this most beautiful of all Your 

gifts, Your Son, Who came to bridge the great 

chasm between us and You, and to set aside at 

last our loneliness and imperfection.     AMEN 

 

For information regarding these devotions, contact: 

Daily Family Devotions 

Tel: (818) 457-1798 • info@dailyfamilydevotional.org 

 

© 

 
 

The thought begins in the Bible verse; 

please take the time to read it first . . . 

 

 
         MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 

SCRIPTURE 

John 3:16-17 

 

Dear Lord: In this week as I prepare to 

celebrate the birth of Your dear Son, please grant 

me an extra portion of Thy Spirit. Help me to 

remember how Jesus lived . . . the way He spoke to 

people, reached out to help them . . . stopped to 

love and to listen. 

Enable me to find a way each day to speak to 

someone who does not know You, to do something 

for someone who walks apart from You, and to let 

them know that I do it because of the gift You have 

given us: a Son Who showed us the way to You. 

As I go about my day, help me to practice the 

deeper breathing of the inner part of my being, so 

that the outer reflection to those around me will 

remind them that it is for You, not for ourselves, 

that we celebrate. 

Help me to look at the faces of those around 

me. Let me see if there is need . . . or illness . .  . 

or loneliness there. Help my smile to be warm, 

and even when I am rushed, may my words remain 

in their hearts as the fragrance of Your Spirit so 

often lingers with me. 

And above all, may the wonder, the miracle of 

this time never be overshadowed by the world‟s 

pressing need. This birth that caused angels to 

sing has brought You into our world, and we are 

no longer alone. 

For this and for all Thy blessings, I thank 

Thee and ask Thee to stay near. 

AMEN 

mailto:info@dailyfamilydevotional.org
mailto:info@dailyfamilydevotional.org


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 
 

“WHICH MUST COME FIRST ?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 12:15, 29-31; Matthew 6:33 
 

When you think of human need, do you 

think of it in terms of physical depravity — 

clothing, housing, material possessions? Or do 

you think primarily in terms of their lostness 

from the love and strength of God — that darkness 

of soul  that cannot seem to see beyond 

tomorrow‘s crushing load of despair and fu- 

tility? 

As we have said, man is both spirit and body 

and his needs are real in each of these areas. 

Yet Jesus said, ―Seek ye first  the  King- 

dom of Heaven and all these other things shall   

be yours as well.‖ 

Did it ever dawn  on us, that when we  seek  

to supply men‘s physical need first we are 

defying Christ‘s commandment and defeating 

our own purposes? 

Have you ever seen a slum replaced by a 

new housing development, only to go back some 

time later to see the atmosphere again had re- 

turned to that of a tenement? 

Slums are not a condition of men‘s out- 

ward possessions, but a condition of their inner 

response to life. Men cannot respond to life if 

they see nothing worth living for. 

But show them Christ who in turn gives 

them a place and purpose in life, and they will, 

through His Kingdom, build their own per- 

sonal dynasties and  fashion positive family 

bulwarks for God which will last through any- 

thing. 

Prayer: O God, help me never to lose sight of what 

Your power in the lives of men can do— how it can 

loose talents and love never before touched. I thank 

Thee for this power. AMEN 

“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-38 

Christmas is the season when all men find 

some excuse to celebrate . . . even those who 

daily mention Christ only as a curse, now 

hesitantly take part in His birthday . . . Those who 

scoff at His life  all  year  long,  now  shyly  

stop to look once more at this strange and won- 

derful thing which we call ―God‘s Gift to Men‖ 

. . . Men who push Him from their minds every day 

of the year, draw aside to ponder over this special 

warmth and joy that touches men at this time . . . 

Every year, at Christmas, we who have gone 

our ways thoughtlessly, are once more brought 

before the throne of God, to be  reminded again  

of His love toward us, and for a moment, we 

must answer the question in our own hearts . . . 

―Who do you say that I am . . . ?‖ 

It is not that men do not want to believe . . .  

it is often that a Love so great, a Heart so 

knowing brings awe to us as it did to the 

shepherds. 

Yet God never ceases to woo us to Himself 

with this love. Each Christmas is another chance 

for men to realize what God has done, and to 

see at last what this glow is, and what Christmas 

is all about. 

 
 

Prayer: Dear Father, because we cannot always 

understand, we sometimes fear to believe. Please 

help us to accept this most beautiful of all Your 

gifts, Your Son, Who came to bridge the great 

chasm between us and You, and to set aside at 

last our loneliness and imperfection. AMEN 

“WHICH MUST COME FIRST ?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 12:15, 29-31; Matthew 6:33 
 

When you think of human need, do you 

think of it in terms of physical depravity — 

clothing, housing, material possessions? Or do 

you think primarily in terms of their lostness 

from the love and strength of God — that darkness 

of soul  that cannot seem to see beyond 

tomorrow‘s crushing load of despair and fu- 

tility? 

As we have said, man is both spirit and body 

and his needs are real in each of these areas. 

Yet Jesus said, ―Seek ye first  the  King- 

dom of Heaven and all these other things shall   

be yours as well.‖ 

Did it ever dawn  on us, that when we  seek  

to supply men‘s physical need first we are 

defying Christ‘s commandment and defeating 

our own purposes? 

Have you ever seen a slum replaced by a 

new housing development, only to go back some 

time later to see the atmosphere again had re- 

turned to that of a tenement? 

Slums are not a condition of men‘s out- 

ward possessions, but a condition of their inner 

response to life. Men cannot respond to life if 

they see nothing worth living for. 

But show them Christ who in turn gives 

them a place and purpose in life, and they will, 

through His Kingdom, build their own per- 

sonal dynasties and fashion positive family 

bulwarks for God which will last through any- 

thing. 

Prayer: O God, help me never to lose sight of what 

Your power in the lives of men can do— how it can 

loose talents and love never before touched. I thank 

Thee for this power. AMEN 

“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-38 

Christmas is the season when all men find 

some excuse to celebrate . . . even those who 

daily mention Christ only as a curse, now 

hesitantly take part in His birthday . . . Those who 

scoff at His life  all  year  long,  now  shyly  

stop to look once more at this strange and won- 

derful thing which we call ―God‘s Gift to Men‖ 

. . . Men who push Him from their minds every day 

of the year, draw aside to ponder over this special 

warmth and joy that touches men at this time . . . 

Every year, at Christmas, we who have gone 

our ways thoughtlessly, are once more brought 

before the throne of God, to be  reminded again  

of His love toward us, and for a moment, we 

must answer the question in our own hearts . . . 

―Who do you say that I am . . . ?‖ 

It is not that men do not want to believe . . .  

it is often that a Love so great, a Heart so 

knowing brings awe to us as it did to the 

shepherds. 

Yet God never ceases to woo us to Himself 

with this love. Each Christmas is another chance 

for men to realize what God has done, and to 

see at last what this glow is, and what Christmas 

is all about. 

Prayer: Dear Father, because we cannot always 

understand, we sometimes fear to believe. Please 

help us to accept this most beautiful of all Your 

gifts, Your Son, Who came to bridge the great 

chasm between us and You, and to set aside at 

last our loneliness and imperfection. AMEN 

“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-38 

Christmas is the season when all men find 

some excuse to celebrate . . . even those who 

daily mention Christ only as a curse, now 

hesitantly take part in His birthday . . . Those who 

scoff at His life  all  year  long,  now  shyly  

stop to look once more at this strange and won- 

derful thing which we call ―God‘s Gift to Men‖ 

. . . Men who push Him from their minds every day 

of the year, draw aside to ponder over this special 

warmth and joy that touches men at this time . . . 

Every year, at Christmas, we who have gone 

our ways thoughtlessly, are once more brought 

before the throne of God, to be  reminded again  

of His love toward us, and for a moment, we 

must answer the question in our own hearts . . . 

―Who do you say that I am . . . ?‖ 

It is not that men do not want to believe . . .  

it is often that a Love so great, a Heart so 

knowing brings awe to us as it did to the 

shepherds. 

Yet God never ceases to woo us to Himself 

with this love. Each Christmas is another chance 

for men to realize what God has done, and to 

see at last what this glow is, and what Christmas 

is all about. 

help us  to  accept this most beautiful of  all Your 

gifts, Your Son, Who came to bridge the great 

chasm between us and You, and to set aside at 

last our loneliness and imperfection. AMEN 

 

 

“ABSENCE OF DOUBT . . . 

FULLNESS OF LIFE” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Judges 6:12-24; John 17:1-3 

Have you ever thought how much simpler life 

would be without doubt? 

What if men did not doubt the existence of God, 

but rather lived in obedience to Him — eager to 

worship Him, trying in all ways to ex- press a love 

for Him in response to His love for all of us.  

What if men accepted Jesus as His Son with open 

hearts, turning eagerly to Him for forgive- ness and 

guidance, counsel and strength . . . 

How much easier life would be if those who 

believed would never resist God‘s will, and those who 

did not yet believe would only have to hear the 

message once, and they, too, would run to grasp it. 

But there is doubt, and it hides in the 

Christian heart like leaven in warm bread, where it 

begins to swell out of proportion until even our 

faith becomes soft and unstable, col- lapsing under 

the slightest jolt or pressure. 

It is even more insidious in the heart of the 

unbeliever; it acts as shellac — hardening with 

time, until nothing can get through to the soul of 

the man. 

Never let doubt take root in your heart. 

Search God‘s Word until it is resolved for you. 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, how patient You are with our 

unbelief and our frail, limited trust in Thy power. 

Forgive us, we pray,  for allowing doubt  in Thy 

might to puff up and hollow out our trust in Thee. 

Lord, make us more worthy to be Thine, we pray. 

AMEN 

“A PRAYER . . . ” 

 
―Father, I glorified Thee on earth, having 

accomplished the work Thou gavest me to do.  I 

have made Your name known to the (children) 

whom You gave me . . . I have given them the 

words which You gave me, and they have 

received them and know for certain that You sent 

Christ. 

―While I was with them, I kept them in Thy 

name . . . I have guarded them and none is lost 

. . . I have given them Thy Word, and the world 

has hated them because they are not of the 

world, even as I am not of this world. 

―I do not pray that Thou shouldst take them out 

of the world, but that Thou shouldst keep them 

from the Evil One. 

―Sanctify them in truth; Thy Word is truth. ―As 

Thou didst send me into the world, so 

I have sent them into the world. 

―And for their sake, I consecrate myself, that 

they also may be consecrated in truth . . . 

―I do not pray for these only, but for those who 

are to believe in Thy Son through their words . . . 

that we all may be one . . . so that the world may 

know that You love them as You have loved me. 

―Holy Father, keep them in Thy name.‖ 

AMEN 

JOHN 17 

“WHICH MUST COME FIRST?” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Luke 12:15, 29-31; Matthew 6:33 
 

When you think of human need, do you 

think of it in terms of physical depravity — 

clothing, housing, material possessions? Or do 

you think primarily in terms of their lostness 

from the love and strength of God — that 

darkness of soul that cannot seem to see 

beyond tomorrow‘s crushing load of despair 

and futility? 

As we have said, man is both spirit and body 

and his needs are real in each of these areas. 

Yet Jesus said, ―Seek ye first the  Kingdom 

of Heaven and all these other things shall be 

yours as well.‖ 

Did it ever dawn on us, that when we seek to 

supply men‘s physical need first we are defying 

Christ‘s commandment and defeating our own 

purposes? 

Have you ever seen a slum replaced by a 

new housing development, only to go back some 

time later to see the atmosphere again had 

returned to that of a tenement? 

Slums are not a condition of men‘s out- 

ward possessions, but a condition of their inner 

response to life. Men cannot respond to life if 

they see nothing worth living for. 

But show them Christ who in turn gives 

them a place and purpose in life, and they will, 

through His Kingdom, build their own personal 

dynasties and fashion positive family bulwarks 

for God which will last through any- thing. 

Prayer: O God, help me never to lose sight of what 

Your power in the lives of men can do— how it can 

loose talents and love never before touched. I 

thank Thee for this power.  

AMEN 



 

“LONELY WHERE NO ONE CAN REACH” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 139: 1-12 

 

The city orphanage was having its annual 

Christmas party and all the children, but one, 

seemed to be having an hilarious time. The one 

small boy sat quietly by himself, looking almost 

desperate. One of the men who had come to help, 

knelt down beside him and said, ―Is anything 

wrong?‖ 

The boy hesitated, then shook his head. ―No, 

not with the party. It‘s just with me . . . inside.‖  

The man, a sensitive person, nodded. ―I  know,‖ 

he said; ―You‘re lonely down deep inside where  

no one can reach — ‖ 

All of us, at some time, are lonely  down  

deep where no one — not even a  friend  or  

parent, a crowd or activity can reach. This lone- 

liness is real — a tangible, aching emptiness fa- 

miliar to young and old alike. 

It is to this loneliness — the individual sepa- 

rateness in each of us —  that God  comes. And  

all that is involved in realizing His  presence, is 

by believing He cares, by telling Him the things 

we hesitate even to admit to  ourselves: that we  

are less than we  want to be, not nearly as strong   

as others see us, nor nearly as confident or self- 

sufficient or able to sail through life without 

stumbling — 

We all long to be children again — com- 

forted, encouraged, loved, forgiven, strength- 

ened. 

This is the gift of Christ. 

 
 

Prayer: Father, it is  not  Your  will  that  we 

should ever be lonely or be without Thee. Please 

grant me this miracle of Your presence. 

AMEN 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

“WHY A STAR AS A SIGN?” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Exodus 34:29-35; Luke 2:8, 9; 9:28-36; 24:1-9 
 

Have you noticed in the Bible how the pres- 

ence of God is so often related to the presence of 

light? We never connect God with darkness — 

always   with   brightness,   effulgence   and  light. 

(Revelation 22:5) 

When angels appeared in old times, their 
presence was heralded by light  so  bright,  men 

hid their faces from it,  or  fell before it.  Christ,  

in expressing what He was to be to the human  

race, said, ―I have come as light into the world.‖ 

(John 8:12) 

So it was only natural that the symbol which 
heralded the coming of God‘s Son would be  a 

light — a star of extraordinary beauty and mag- 

netism. 

He still comes to us today in the same way 

— to those in the depths of despair, to the des- 

pondent whose tunnel of grief seems never  to  

end, to those so bent with  care,  the  beauty  of 
life is shadowed and gray .  .  .  when  He  comes  

to these, what a transformation we see!  When 

they finally feel the presence and love of God, 

they are lifted from the pit and set upon high 

ground, the dark way  is  lighted,  they  look  up  

to see beauty once again. 

There is no darkness like the  dark night of 

the spirit . . . there is only one light powerful 

enough to penetrate it. God-With-Us . . . our  

Lord. 

Prayer: Lord, over and  over  You  have  prom- 
ised to be with us. Please, help us  to  reach  out  

in faith and claim this promise You offer.  For- 

give our lack of faith in accepting the word of our 

God; be with us, Father. AMEN 

For information regarding these devotions — 

write Daily Family Devotions, 

P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2007 

CHRISTMAS STORY 
 

SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 7:12-14 Luke 1:26-31 

 

When you read the Christmas story, don‘t b 

afraid to believe it. It really happened. There real 

were angels coming down in a bright light, an  

the shepherds really saw them. There really we 

wise men who followed that strange light fro 

distant countries to bring gifts to the infant King. 

Today, of all times in history, we should ha 

no trouble believing! So many breathtaking thin 

have occurred in our century. And yet, when 

comes to things which God has done for us, 

draw back, actually doubting our own Creator. 

What joy we lose when that happens. If 

cannot believe in the wonder of  Christ‘s  birth, 

are left with just another holiday. If we don 

accept it as God‘s gift to us, then all we experien  

is the frantic search for gifts for people we som 

times hardly know. 

Then when Christmas Eve comes with its qui 

expectation, we experience intense loneliness an 

abandonment instead of the reassurance of God 

very special presence. When Christmas mornin 

dawns, unless we are blessed with family, there  

no one with whom to share the energy and love 

want to give. 

So believe! God kept His promise. He did sen 

His Son, and the Kingdom of God has begun o 

earth. It will grow within us and around us, and 

will never again be alone, if we  can come to Hi  

as the wise men and shepherds did so long ago. 
 

Prayer: O God, forgive me when  I  pull  ba  

from believing in the things You have given u 

Help me to accept Your omnipotence. Your lov 

and this beautiful, beautiful gift of Your Son. 

AME 

“THROUGH THE SON — A PICTURE OF 

GOD, THE FATHER . . . ” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 54:11-14 

Luke 9:28-36 

John 14:8, 9 e 

ly                                                                      

The chaplain of a large penitentiary said without d 

the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  knew  of  no wayre 

through which he could show crime-hardened,m 

cynical men the love of God the Father. ―To get 
these men to come willingly to God as their Fatherve 

is asking the impossible. Most of them have nogs 
conception of fatherly love; they know only it 
disillusionment,  rejection  and  hostility. They  hatewe 

society — and fear God, for to them God is only a 
judge, the hangman, the enemy. we 

―Only  through  the  suffering,  empathetic  lifewe 

story of the Son of God, do they begin to ‘t 

tentatively venture toward any relationship at allce 

with either God or men. But as they hear of Jesus‘se- 

disappointments, His betrayal by friends, His trial, 
His suffering and His incredible selflessness andet 
understanding love of the human soul — as well as His d 
aloneness, I can see them begin to comprehend a ‘s 
new kind of God — one who demands purity — but g 
is just as swift to forgive a sincerely repentant man.is 
With Christ, they reach out in hope — ‖ we 

This is true. Without Christ having lived as we 

must live in this society so sickened by sin, with its d 

groping, stumbling masses, we would never trust n 

God to understand or be able to resolve ourwe 

problems or our heartaches . . . m 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me never to forget Christ‟sck 

example of humility and trust. His lack of bitternesss. 

in the midst of life and its anxieties. Give me ae, 

portion of His faith in Thee, I pray. AMEN 
N 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
The story of Christmas as told in the Bible: 

Isaiah 7:14, 9:2-7 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-55, 2:1-20 

 

―He came to His own, and His own received 

Him not. 

But to those who receive Him, who believe in 

His name, He gives power to become children of 

God — who are born, not of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God‖. 

John 1:11-14 

 
―This is life eternal: that  they know Thee, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou 

hast sent.‖ The words of Christ 

John 17:3 

 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we bow in awe and 

amazement at Your love and faithfulness to  us. 

We thank Thee for knowing so long ago  how  

much we would need a  Savior.  We  thank  Thee 

for giving a promise to those in darkness that You 

would send a Light — a Son, so pure and power- 

ful, so full of love and compassion that no  man  

or woman or child, putting out their hands to 

Him, would be turned away. We thank Thee for 

Mary‟s trust, for the selflessness and humility of 

Joseph as he stepped aside so that You, as Al- 

mighty God, could bring to the world Your only 

Son, our Lord. God, let Christ move in our midst 

this day; please let us feel Him living — as He 

promised He would come to those who  believe. 

We lift up our hearts to Thee this day in gratitude, 

amazement and joy for this gift of Your love. 

AMEN 

“WHY A STAR AS A SIGN?” 

A CHRISTMAS
SCRIPTURE:

PRAYER 

Exodus 34:29-35; LukSCRIPTUREe 2:8, 9; 9:28-36; 24:1-9 

Have  you  noticedJohnin  the3:16-17Bible  how  the  pres- 
ence of God is so often related to the presence of 

light?  DearWe  neLorverd:connectIn this wGodeek aswithI 

prdarknessepare to cele-— 

alwbraysate thewithbirthbrightness,of Your 
deareffulgenceSon, pleaseand grlight.ant me 

an extra portion of Thy Spirit. (ReHelpvelationme to 
22:5)remem- 

berWhenhow angelsJesus  livedappeared.  .  .  intheoldwaytimes,He  

spoketheir to presencepeople, wreacas  hedheraldedout 

tobyhelplightthemso .bright,. . stoppedmen to hidlotheirve 

andfacesto listen.from  it,  or  fell  before  it. Christ, 
in  expressingEnable mewhatto fHeindwaaswayto eacbe 
htodaythetohumanspeak to 
race,someonesaid,  ―Iwhohavdoese  comenot asknolightw 

You,intoto thedo somethingworld.‖ for someone who 

walks apart from Y(Johnou, and8:12)to let 

them know that I do it because of the gift You have 

givenSo  itus:wasa SononlyWhonaturalshowthated theus 

thesymbolway towhichYou. 
heralded the coming of God‘s Son would be a 

light  —AsaI stargo aofboutextraordinarmy day, helpy  beautyme 

to andpracticemag-the 
netism.deeper breathing of the 

inner part of my being, so 
thatHethestilloutercomesreflectionto  us  todato thosey  in  

thearoundsamemewawilly 

—remindto  thosethemin  thethatdepthsit is forofYdespairou, 
not, ftoor theourselves,des- 

pondentthat wewcelebrhose  atetunnel. of  grief  
seems  never  to end,  toHelpthosemesoto bentlook 

atwiththecare,facestheof thosebeautyaroundof 
lifemeis. Letshadomewseeed  andif 

thergrae yis.need.  .  w.hen. . orHeillnesscomes. . . 
to orthese,lonelinesswhat  athertransfore.  Helpmationmy  

smilewe  see!to  beWhenwarm, theandy  finallevenywfeelhen 

Itheam presencerushed, mayandmloy vweorofds Godremain, 
theiny  theirare  liftedheartsfromas thethefrapitgranceand  setof 

YouruponSpirithigh so groundoften, lingthe erdarks withwamey  .is  lighted,  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2011 

 

FRIDAY 

 
   CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 7:12-14 Luke 1:26-31 

 

When you read the Christmas story, don‘t be 

afraid to believe it. It really happened. There really 

were angels coming down in a bright light, and 

the shepherds really saw them. There really were 

wise men who followed that strange light from 

distant countries to bring gifts to the infant King. 

Today, of all times in history, we should have 

no trouble believing! So many breathtaking things 

have occurred in our century. And yet, when it 

comes to things which God has done for us, we 

draw back, actually doubting our own Creator. 

What joy we lose when that happens. If we 

cannot believe in the wonder of Christ‘s birth, we 

are left with just another holiday. If we don‘t 

accept it as God‘s gift to us, then all we experience 

is the frantic search for gifts for people we some- 

times hardly know. 

Then when Christmas Eve comes with its quiet 

expectation, we experience intense loneliness and 

abandonment instead of the reassurance of God‘s 

very special presence. When Christmas morning 

dawns, unless we are blessed with family, there is 

no one with whom to share the energy and love we 

want to give. 

So believe! God kept His promise. He did send 

His Son, and the Kingdom of God has begun on 

earth. It will grow within us and around us, and we 

will never again be alone, if we can come to Him as 

the wise men and shepherds did so long ago. 

 

Prayer: O God, forgive me when I pull back from 

believing in the things You have given us. Help me 

to accept Your omnipotence. Your love, and this 

beautiful, beautiful gift of Your Son. 

AMEN 

 

SATURDAY 
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The thought begins in the Bible verse; 
please take the time to read it first . . . 

 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2020 

 
“THE MEASURE OF A MAN . . .”  

SCRIPTURE: 

To multiply a fortune made by someone else to 

guard a freedom won by another generation to 

appreciate the life given by God — this is the 

measure of a man. 

It is easy to squander a fortune, take advantage of 

freedom, and waste a life — but to multiply that 

which has been entrusted to us — to make more of 

what we have — here lies the secret to the success 

of a generation, to the stature of its men. 

Yet today we excuse dishonor, disobedience, 

indifference and lethargy toward a society we did 

not form, a nation we did not build, a government 

we did not elect, a family we did not choose, and a 

God we do not have to acknowledge by saying, 

―They are not mine — I did not have a part in 

them.‖ 

I — mine — me . . . the childish,  petulant cry of 

the immature. ―Unless I had a part in the building 

of it, I will destroy it!‖ 

Yet are we not also molded as much by what we 

do with what we are given as we are by that which 

we have made ourselves? Will not future 

generations judge our efforts to preserve another‘s 

dream? Is it not as difficult to honor and uphold 

the standards of the past as it is to hold high our 

own? God needs men today as never before! 

Prayer: O God, give me humility so I may count 

the efforts of others as dear as my own, so that the 

past may be a stepping stone to tomorrow. 

AMEN 

 

“THE SECRET OF POWERFUL PRAYER” 

 
SCRIPTURE: 

Colossians 1:15-20; Matthew 16:13-26 
 

It is hard, sometimes, to remember who our 

Lord really is. We think of Him ―humanly‖— as a 

champion of the people, a man of compassion 

— but we often forget His majesty and authority. 

The men on the road to Emmaus seemed to 

have forgotten, too, for they were describing Him 

merely as ―Jesus of Nazareth who was a 

prophet — ‖ not as  the Christ, the Son of God 

as they knew Him to be. (Luke 24:13-21) 

Circumstances had caused them to forget that He 

was still their Lord. He had been crucified and 

they had forgotten what He had said about rising 

again. 

Today it is easy for us to think of Christ as 

the figure-head of Christianity, as one whom the 

world recognizes as a great man, but not as 

Prince of Heaven, Son of God, co-ruler of the 

universe. 

Yet in order for you to pray with certainty, in 

order for you to witness with authority, you must 

remember who He is and that God has given 

Him all power on earth and in heaven.  The 

effectiveness of your prayers depends upon both 

the Lord‘s will and your trust in Him.  If you 

forget who He is, men's ridicule and dis- belief 

may shake your faith in His power. 

 
Prayer: Lord, help me never to forget that Thou 

art surely God and that for Thee nothing is 

impossible. As I live each day,  may my  faith 

in Thee and my dependence upon Thee grow 

stronger, I pray. 

AMEN 

mailto:info@dailyfamilydevotional.org


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 
 

“THROUGH THE SON — A PICTURE OF 

GOD, THE FATHER . . . ” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 54:11-14 

Luke 9:28-36 

John 14:8, 9 

 

The chaplain of a large penitentiary said without 

the person of Jesus Christ, he knew of no way 

through which he could show crime-hardened, 

cynical men the love of God the Father. ―To get 

these men to come willingly to God as their Father 

is asking the impossible. Most of them have no 

conception of fatherly love; they know only 

disillusionment, rejection and hostility. They hate 

society — and fear God, for to them God is only a 

judge, the hangman, the enemy. 

―Only through the suffering, empathetic life 

story of the Son of God, do they begin to 

tentatively venture toward any relationship at all 

with either God or men. But as they hear of Jesus‘s 

disappointments, His betrayal by friends, His trial, 

His suffering and His incredible selflessness and 

understanding love of the human soul — as well as His 

aloneness, I can see them begin to comprehend a 

new kind of God — one who demands purity — but 

is just as swift to forgive a sincerely repentant man. 

With Christ, they reach out in hope — ‖ 

This is true. Without Christ having lived as we 

must live in this society so sickened by sin, with its 

groping, stumbling masses, we would never trust 

God to understand or be able to resolve our 

problems or our heartaches . . . 

 
 

Prayer: Lord, help me never to forget Christ‟s 

example of humility and trust. His lack of bitterness 

in the midst of life and its anxieties. Give me a 

portion of His faith in Thee, I pray. AMEN 

“HE NEEDS A FATHER — !” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 27:7-11; 68:5, 6 

Hebrews 1:5 

I John 3:1-3 

 

A woman whose husband had deserted her and 

their three sons, was describing the difficulty she 

had had at first rearing these boys without a father. 

Time and again she had been called to the 

principal‘s office for something one of them had 

done. Finally, the principal who was a Christian 

man, said, ―Your boys need the love — and the 

firmness of a father . . .‖ to which she retorted, ―I know 

that! But they HAVE no father!‖ The man replied, 

―They do have a Father — but it will be up to you to 

show Him to them.‖ 

She said, ―After that, I read everything I could 

find in the Bible about God as a Father; but 

especially I read the life of Christ. As I read, I began 

to notice that He never went to men for advice; it 

was always to God. And though Christ did have a 

father on earth, it was to His heavenly Father He 

turned. 

―So I prayed that somehow God would make 

Himself real to my sons as I began to try to tell 

them about Him — and the most miraculous things 

began to happen! They would accept His word from 

the Bible more readily than my own little ‗laws‘. 

They would say — ‗Is that what our Father said?‘ Or 

does our Father really expect us to be like that?‘ 

Between the example of His Son and the words we 

read in that wonderful Bible, our boys found love 

and security they will never lose. 

 
Prayer: O God, help us to know that You are 

always sufficient for every need. Help us to trust 

You for that. AMEN 

“THE WARP AND WOOF OF LIFE — ” 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

Proverbs 9:7-10, 12:1 and 13:24 

I John 4:13-19 

 

The pendulum is swinging back. We are realiz- 

ing that the tapestry of a strong and well-adjusted 

life is woven of two different kinds of fiber — the warp 

and woof: the one which can bring color and mean- 

ing to life, and the second more sturdy fiber designed 

to withstand the inevitable wear and tear, to be the 

basis, the foundation. 

Discipline forms the warp of life. It is that strong 

consistent fabric on which life depends — never giv- 

ing out or sagging so that the pattern of love is not 

distorted or tangled. 

Love forms the woof or pattern — that which 

gives meaning to life — but love can only be as mean- 

ingful and brightly visible as the strength of the woof 

permits. 

Discipline without love is harsh and unlovely, 

irritating and abrasive. Love without discipline lacks 

character and meaning, becomes entangled or 

indistinct. 

Wherever you read of God‘s love, you also read 

of His discipline, His undistorted delineation of life, 

His laws which form the basis for perfection in that 

life. 

Examine the tapestry of life within your home. 

Is the discipline sturdy and strong, the love bright, 

warm? Is there too much fiber showing through and 

not enough love? Or is the pattern of love too 

profuse, woven too loosely to hold through every- 

thing? 

Prayer: Dear Father, teach us to be as secure 

beneath Thy discipline as we feel in Thy mercy. 

May we be examples to our children of Thy kind of 

love, we pray. AMEN 

“HE NEEDS A FATHER — !” 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 27:7-11; 68:5, 6 

Hebrews 1:5 

I John 3:1-3 

 

A woman whose husband had deserted her and 

their three sons, was describing the difficulty she 

had had at first rearing these boys without a father. 

Time and again she had been called to the 

principal‘s office for something one of them had 

done. Finally, the principal who was a Christian 

man, said, ―Your boys need the love — and the 

firmness of a father . . .‖ to which she retorted, ―I know 

that! But they HAVE no father!‖ The man replied, 

―They do have a Father — but it will be up to you to 

show Him to them.‖ 

She said, ―After that, I read everything I could 

find in the Bible about God as a Father; but 

especially I read the life of Christ. As I read, I began 

to notice that He never went to men for advice; it 

was always to God. And though Christ did have a 

father on earth, it was to His heavenly Father He 

turned. 

―So I prayed that somehow God would make 

Himself real to my sons as I began to try to tell 

them about Him — and the most miraculous things 

began to happen! They would accept His word from 

the Bible more readily than my own little ‗laws‘. 

They would say — ‗Is that what our Father said?‘ Or 

does our Father really expect us to be like that?‘ 

Between the example of His Son and the words we 

read in that wonderful Bible, our boys found love 

and security they will never lose. 

 
Prayer: O God, help us to know that You are 

always sufficient for every need. Help us to trust 

You for that. AMEN 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

 

 
“THE WARP AND WOOF OF LIFE —” 

 

SCRIPTURE: 

Proverbs 9:7-10, 12:1 and 13:24 

I John 4:13-19 

 

The pendulum is swinging back. We are realizing 

that the tapestry of a strong and well-adjusted life is 

woven of two different kinds of fiber — the warp and woof: 

the one which can bring color and meaning to life, and 

the second more sturdy fiber designed to withstand the 

inevitable wear and tear, to be the basis, the foundation. 

Discipline forms the warp of life. It is that strong 

consistent fabric on which life depends — never giving 

out or sagging so that the pattern of love is not distorted 

or tangled. 

Love forms the woof or pattern — that which gives 

meaning to life — but love can only be as meaningful and 

brightly visible as the strength of the woof permits. 

Discipline without love is harsh and unlovely, 

irritating and abrasive. Love without discipline lacks 

character and meaning, becomes entangled or 

indistinct. 

Wherever you read of God‘s love, you also read of 

His discipline, His undistorted delineation of life, His 

laws which form the basis for perfection in that life. 

Examine the tapestry of life within your home. Is 

the discipline sturdy and strong, the love bright, warm? 

Is there too much fiber showing through and not enough 

love? Or is the pattern of love too profuse, woven too 

loosely to hold through everything? 

 

Prayer: Dear Father, teach us to be as secure beneath 

Thy discipline as we feel in Thy mercy. May we be 

examples to our children of Thy kind of love, we pray. 

AMEN 

 

 
“SOMETHING WORTH LIVING — 

AND DYING FOR —” 

SCRIPTURE: 

Isaiah 9:2-4; John 8:12 

 

If someone were to ask you what you valued 

most in life, either in material things or the 

intangibles, what do you think your answer would 

be? Your health? Your family? Your sweetheart? 

Your work, talent or intelligence? 

How many of us could honestly say, ―My 

relationship with God . . . ‖ That sort of thing 

seems rather stiff today, doesn‘t it? God is 

something we take for granted — like sunlight and 

daytime, sleep and food. 

Yet there are millions of people this very hour 

who are living in desperate loneliness, a 

hopelessness we can hardly imagine unless we 

have experienced it. Men and  women,  groping 

for a sense of God, needing the confidence and 

assurance that there is a God  somewhere  Who 

can reach into their hearts and fill the emptiness 

and futility there. There are young people 

stumbling under a load of unrelenting guilt, 

doggedly going on day after day, hoping maybe  if  

they  wait one more day, they will  find a  God 

Who  can love them and forgive . . . 

Men have died for their faith all through the 

ages, but not until they came to the realization that 

without God, life is not worth living, that without 

Him nothing brings happiness or peace. 

Look around you at those without your Lord. 

Then re-evaluate His impact in your life. 

 
Prayer: O God, I know how selfish I am in keeping 

You to myself when so many are crying out for You. 

Forgive me; make me sensitive to their needs. 

AMEN 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

The story of Christmas as told in the 

Bible: 

Isaiah 7:14, 9:2-7 

Matthew 1:18-2:12 

Luke 1:26-55, 2:1-20 

 

―He came to His own, and His own received 

Him not. 

But to those who receive Him, who believe in 

His name, He gives power to become children of 

God — who are born, not of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God‖. 

John 1:11-14 

 
―This is life eternal: that they know Thee, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast 

sent.‖  The words of Christ John 17:3 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we bow in awe and 

amazement at Your love and faithfulness to us. 

We thank Thee for knowing so long ago how much 

we would need a Savior.  We  thank  Thee for 

giving a promise to those in darkness that You 

would send a Light — a Son, so pure and 

powerful, so full of love and compassion that no  

man  or woman or child, putting out their hands 

to Him, would be turned away. We thank Thee for 

Mary‟s trust, for the selflessness and humility of 

Joseph as he stepped aside so that You, as Al- 

mighty God, could bring to the world Your only 

Son, our Lord. God, let Christ move in our midst 

this day; please let us feel Him living — as He 

promised He would come to those who believe. 

We lift up our hearts to Thee this day in gratitude, 

amazement and joy for this gift of Your love 

 

                                                                  AMEN 




