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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

“THE REASON WE DO IT . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Romans 14:12-23

This is a passage every Christian should 
commit to memory. Once understood, it gives 
reason and motivation to every decision we must
make regarding our relationship to others.

As Paul says, there are many things which 
we perhaps could do by ourselves: i.e., things
which would not alter our relationship with God.
But when these same things in any way offend an-
other — no matter how insignificant it may seem
to us — this is not something we as disciples 
can afford to do,

Nor can we expect others to understand our
motivation or reason for doing what we do. The
world is being taught to search for individual 
happiness for Self — not for God — so what 
Christ commanded is completely opposite to 
what the world seeks or desires.

We cannot measure our response by the 
popular mores of the crowd. We have only one
Person, and one incentive: that all men may be
brought to know God through the beauty and 
perfection of His Son.

Prayer: Lord, so much of my defensiveness and
ineffectiveness could he removed if I loved 
Thee more and put my responsibility to others
before myself. Help me to do this, Lord. AMEN

“A DISCIPLE MUST KNOW THE TRUTH”

SCRIPTURE:
John 8:31, 32; Hebrews 4:12

When there is a decision you must make,
where do you go for guidance? To a minister, to
books by theologians, to friends?

Christ said, “If you continue in my Word, 
you will know the Truth.” When His disciples 
were with Him, He was their Truth, their source
of information. They needed no one else.

But today, it’s diff icult to get through the 
mass of interpretation, the various ministerial 
opinions, the confusing denominational indiosyn-
crasies, and the popular religious trends to the
bedrock of Christ’s will for us in this generation.

Unless each of us individually finds Christ’s
truth in His Word — in the Bible, unadorned, 
uninterpreted by other men — first-hand — we’ll
never f ind the Truth, purely as He would have 
us learn it for our life.

A disciple follows one Master — not many,
and if we would be genuine disciples, we will 
follow Christ’s words and His ways as His Spirit
interprets them to us. Only in this way can we be
sure that we are following His Truth and not 
others’.

Today especially, many are being led astray 
by false teachers or doctrines which are heretical.
Unless the Christian anchors himself solidly in 
the rock of Scripture, who is to know the truth?

Prayer: Lord, make me a seeker of the Truth.
Help me in my endeavor to be more faithful in
becoming familiar with Thy Word and with 
Thee. AMEN

SATURDAYFRIDAY

“GROWING UP TO LOVE . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
PSALM 18:1-6; 31:1-5

From the time we are infants, we shrink from
pain, threat, or discomfort of any kind. As we 
grow older we begin to equate love with protec-
tion and a child often strikes out at a parent 
when the parent cannot stop the pain or bring 
back a beloved animal which has died. We ex-
pect love to prove itself through its ability to bring 
us perfection in life.

As we become adults, this same childish con-
cept is carried over in our relationship with God.
How many people have you known who have
turned their backs on God because He has 
“allowed something to happen,” or He has failed
to bring about some desired miracle? This is as
foolish and chancy as a child who turns in re-
bellion from the one source of comfort and un-
derstanding he has.

Just as a child must learn to face the un-
pleasant and the painful with assurance and with-
out petulance, so we, too, must learn to live with
confidence in God’s love in spite of anything we
might face.

Love is the inner resiliency which makes it
possible for us to withstand the outside pres-
sures of life.

Prayer: Dear Lord, so many of us are children
spiritually. We live in so much fear and appre-
hension, like people who have no inner love to
sustain and strengthen them. Lord, help us to
look upon Thee as our rock in time of desolation
in the floods of grief and sorrow, we pray.

AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2020



“THE EBB-TIDE OF THE SPIRIT . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Isaiah 30:15; Psalm 23:2, 3

Somehow we human beings seem to think 
that weariness, discouragement or a periodic lack of
motivation is unnatural and we fight it re-
sentfully. Of course we are spirits, but we are 
physical, living organisms as well and these “ebb-
tides” are natural ways for our spirits and our 
bodies to be renewed by the simple expedient of
letting down to take in.

Don’t fear these day when you are at low-
or ebb-tide. These times usually come before a
great swell of energy, or powerful forceful tides
that demand creativity.

Instead of fighting this quiet period, use this
time to “lie down in green pastures.” In fact the
Psalmist says “God makes us lie down — ” As
Almighty Spirit, He knows your weariness, un-
derstands its source more keenly than you. He
alone can recreate your vitality.

So let your heart immerse itself in prayer . . .
roam as a child in the meadows of God’s for-
giveness . . . Stop thrashing about but reach out
in gratitude for the hand of God in a way you
never can when you are so busy in the press of
usual activity and the demands of those you love.

This “drawing aside” is one of the loveliest
gifts God gives to us. Make the best use of it . . .

Prayer: Lord, make me a person with a sense of
quietness about me. Keep me from being stren-
uous, or irritating. Give me the depth which
makes for surface calm and grant that I may be
a source of strength to others. AMEN

“WHAT CAN STOP HIM . . . 
OR DEFEAT HIS PURPOSE?”

SCRIPTURE:
Genesis 22:1-14; Acts 27:13-25

Paul and Abraham had one important quality
in common: faith in God’s ability to keep His
promise and fulfill His purpose in spite of any-
thing.

Abraham obeyed God in the act of offer-
ing Isaac because he had not forgotten God’s
promise to multiply his seed into a mighty nation
through Isaac; how God could possibly accomp-
lish this if Isaac were sacrificed was up to God,
not Abraham. And of course, God did provide 
the solution after testing.

In Paul’s case, he knew God had called him
to Rome, and he trusted in God’s ability to ful-
fill that purpose in spite of the seemingly fatal
catastrophe aboard ship. And he was right.

There will be times in our lives when every-
thing about us suddenly appears to threaten 
God’s very will for our lives, and we will wonder
why . . . and what we can do.

In times like these, be still, and remember
God’s promise to you. Then — leave it in His
hands to fulf ill . . . Watch Him bring it all to
fruition.

This is the kind of faith which enables God’s
power to work in a thrilling and awesome way.

Prayer: Lord, forgive me when I doubt Thy 
power to fulfill thy purpose in my life. Forgive 
me when I doubt Thine ability to bring success
in spite of seeming chaos. O Lord, give me more
faith that I may truly know Thee as Almighty 
God. AMEN

“DISCIPLESHIP EQUALS DISCIPLINE”

SCRIPTURE:
Mark 8:34-38

A small girl was overheard in her bedroom
one day, scolding her doll. She was vigorously
shaking her, telling to be nice to her baby 
brother, repeating verbatim many of the things 
her mother had often told her.

The father said, “Suzie, why do you scold 
your poor dolly for things you don’t do your-
self?” Suzie said, “Because it’s too hard to do 
it myself.”

Most of us never outgrow this resistance to
disciplining ourselves, do we? It’s always so 
much harder to make ourselves do something, 
to ride herd on our own emotions, our own short-
comings, our own laziness.

Yet true discipleship demands honest dis-
cipline. A disciple is one who follows, who “is
trained or taught” in the ways of the one he 
follows.

We who are Christians think of ourselves as
being disciples of Jesus, but are we really? Do
people who know us see a resemblance in our 
lives to that which Christ lived? Are we as self-
less in our sensitivity to others and their spiritual
needs?

Discipleship, by its very word, keeps us from
being f irst in our own lives. We are second to
Christ, and servants to the world. Only in this 
way, will we find the real meaning and meat to 
living in this old world.

Prayer: Lord, thou has promised that whoever
loses his life for You, will find it. God, please
show me the secret of this promise and grant me
the fulfillment of a life which is important to 
Thee and needed by others. AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

“GO TO YOUR BROTHER — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Matthew 5:23, 24; 6:9-15

Is there someone who resents you? Is there
someone with whom you simply cannot seem to get
along? Notice here the Bible says someone who “has
something against you”. This does not necessarily
mean that you have actually done something to that
person — but somewhere, there has been a break-
down in communications.

So often, we really have done nothing, at least
not consciously, and yet a certain person will have
that feeling we are hostile to them. While we are not
guilty in this area, nevertheless, Scripture says it is
up to us to try to correct it. And how simple it is
often to correct. Usually a misunderstanding has
resulted from an insignificant gesture or look and
yet what needless hurt can result from it!

If we search our hearts and know what we have
done, then of course, as Christians we will have
made restitution. But in this case, if even after
searching we still do not know, it is even more
important that we go to the person and ask him
what has been bothering him. Some of the most
rewarding friendships have grown from this simple
yet humbling act of Christian love.

Prayer: Lord, Thou hast forgiven us so often for
our thoughtlessness toward Thee. Help us to imitate
Thy gracious forgiveness toward those who also
wrongly turn from us, or accuse us at times.

AMEN

“A PROMISE IS SECURITY — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 10:35-39;

Matthew 7:7-11

A young father was sitting in the living room,
listening to his small son harangue his mother
about a dog. Finally, in exasperation, the father
said, “Honey, for goodness sake promise him the
dog so we can have some peace around here!” In
this case, the promise was as good as done. The
boy knew his mother could be trusted to keep her
promise.

In the 11th chapter of Hebrews, we see listed
many great men of faith, whose lives were examples
of taking God at His word. In the face of all kinds
of obstacles, these men stood firm, not shrinking
back nor losing their peace and confidence in God.

As children of God, who can count on His
word absolutely, we must live like it — no longer
haranguing, fretting, filled with anxiety and upset-
ting those around us. God has promised to keep
us in the midst of our enemies. He has promised
to go before us.

Take time some day, just to search the
Scriptures for the promises God has made; then see
the fulfillment of each of them. This is security.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank You for the
peace that comes from knowing that whatever You
have promised will be fulfilled. We thank Thee for
being a faithful provider and loving Father, and
most of all for Thy knowledge of what we need and
when . . . AMEN

SATURDAYFRIDAY

“DID I ONLY IMAGINE HIS PROMISE?”

SCRIPTURE:
Genesis 22:7, 8;
Hebrews 10:23;

James 1:2-8

Today God still makes promises and covenants
with us, but somehow doubt begins to creep in if we
have to wait for those promises to be fulfilled. It is
hard to retain that first feeling of elation and peace,
the singing anticipation of what He is going to do.

Gradually, as time drags by, we begin to doubt
that He actually made a promise. The joy fades.
And sometimes even bitterness and cynicism seep
in, and we are left disillusioned, weakened, dull,
lifeless.

How can we avoid these doldrums — ? By
keeping actual records of promises transacted with
Him: what date did you feel God made a promise
to you? What Scripture illuminated this for you;
do you remember how you felt when you received
the promise? Then write down the time God fulfills
it — or when you first begin to notice the move-
ment toward fulfillment.

It is so easy to overlook answers to prayer. We
pray and are answered . . . we thank Him — we forget. 
Time after time, prayers are answered and promises
kept. Why do we forget so easily?

As Christians, whose entire lives are a series of
answered prayer, let us be more faithful. Our God
never fails to accomplish what He promises. We
must not fail to believe Him.

Prayer: O Lord, grant us patience as we wait for
Thy promises to be fulfilled. Bring to our remem-
brance the many times Thou hast already answered.

AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, JULY 6, 2020



“LIVING PROMISES OF GOD — ”

SCRIPTURE:
II Corinthians 5:17;

Romans 12:1;
I Peter 2:9, 10

The world expects a great deal of the
Christian; in fact, the world often views the
Christian as proof of whether or not God keeps His
promises.

God has promised that if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation — the old has passed away;
the new has come. And when we become follow-
ers of Christ the world expects to see some results
of this promise in us.

Are our lives proof of God’s ability to keep His
promises, to transform lives? Do people watch-
ing us see a difference now? Have we put aside the 
earlier habits and ways — or are we still toying
with them, reluctant to let them go entirely? The
fact that we are not made new overnight is not
due to God’s inability to perform. It is due to our
lack of total commitment to Him.

Somewhere, someone is watching you and me
with a quiet intensity that desires to believe, that
hopes f inally to see a life that is really being 
transformed according to The Promise.

We must never forget our responsibility to be
proof of God’s promises . . . to re-create hearts and
lives.

Prayer: O God, help us to be living proof that 
Thou dost keep Thy promise to the sons of God, to
those who are willing to give themselves wholly
into Thy hand, to let Thy Holy Spirit guide, Thy
Son’s power enter our own hearts. Lord, we pray
for purity and strength and Thy peace. AMEN

“FROM A SPRINT TO THE WALK — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Philippians 1:6;

II Timothy 1:12b;
Genesis 5:24a

How discouraging it is to see someone begin
to live a spiritually effective life, only to see it sim-
mer down to a barely perceptible existence . . . like
a geyser that erupts only once — to die down to a
burbling pool. There is nothing more tragic than
this dissipation of joy and hope in new Christians.

Why does it happen? Is it because the
Christian experience is no more than mere emo-
tional froth, a momentary spiritual catharsis? No,
it is because we do not understand that a Christian
conversion experience is a continuing experience
— not a single, isolated act. It is the first joyous
leap on a long journey and seldom has any jour-
ney been executed at the dead run. Nevertheless,
while the pace may settle down, the anticipation
and joy of the trip need not abate.

When a man gives himself to Christ he has
begun his journey toward spiritual perfection —
a perfection made possible through the work and
power of God. We are promised that through Jesus
Christ, we are being “sanctified” continually, are
in a state of being made holy.

Those who lose their first joy are those who
have forgotten the faithfulness of God: He has
never broken a covenant, nor failed to keep a
promise.

Prayer: Lord, I know that if I remain committed
to Thee, I will see Thy perfect work completed in
me. Help me to remember that Thy love for me is
full and perfect and to trust Thee. AMEN

“OUR PROMISES TO HIM — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Matthew 25:14-30

We are so quick to challenge God’s faithfulness
in keeping His promises to us. How careful are we
regarding our promises to Him?

We have all made vows to God at some 
time — vows made in panic, or in haste; vows
made with emotional fervor, in a state of extreme 
gratitude, or relief; promises made as a result of
a deeper relationship with Him. We have meant
each of these promises; yet how many of them do
we forget?

A wall is built brick by brick and lives are
built act by act. Each act we omit weakens our
life by that much and each promise we fail to keep,
results in our being people less trustworthy and
dependable.

Is there someone for whom we have promised
to pray? It is easy to say, “I will pray for you — ”
and then forget to remain faithful to that pledge. Is
there someone in need to whom we have gone once
or twice, but who has gradually slipped from our
minds?

So many promises we make to God or to a
friend are quiet vows; there is no mandatory force
to make us comply, and so, often because these
needs do not clamor noticeably, they are forgot-
ten. If there is any such promise today that we
have neglected, let us ask God’s forgiveness and
see that we are as faithful as He in fulfilling it.

Prayer: Lord, help us to illustrate to others the
power of Christian commitment and promise. May
we never shame Thee with a lack of faithfulness.

AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

“LOVE IS A WEAVER OF TATTERS . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
I Corinthians 10:31-33;
Proverbs 15:17; 16:1-3

A devout Amish woman once said, “I seem to
create so much of my life the way I fashion my
rugs — from leftover remnants and tatters of whole
days —”

How seldom we have days that are in “one piece”,
unmarred by intrusions and interruptions. We find
ourselves having to take a sliver of time here to read
a story to our child, a scrap of a moment there to
make a call . . . another ragged piece of an hour to
mow the lawn or hem a dress . . . a discarded 
handful of minutes to write a note.

Yet when we take them all, and dye them in
the bright colors of our love, sew them together
with the strong cord of devotion, and plait them 
faithfully through the weeks, what delightful beau-
tiful things have been fashioned!

Never be defeated by a day which seems to be
nothing but bits and tatters. Use each precious
moment for needs as they come rather than wait-
ing for “whole pieces of cloth”, and whole
uninterrupted days. They may never come . . . .

Prayer: God, make me a good steward of the
minutes and hours which Thou hast given me. Make
each moment of my life an offering to Thee and to
those whom I love, in Thy name. AMEN

“ANGELS UNAWARE: OPPORTUNITIES”

SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 13:1-3;
Isaiah 30:15-18

Opportunity comes in many sizes and shapes.
It is not always something grand and obvious, nor
does it always involve life-or-death decisions, such
as vocation, marriage or school.

Some of the most strategic opportunities are
those which come quietly, in unobtrusive ways,
yet which open out into enormous areas that can
change the course of our lives, leave us speech-
less with amazement.

Opportunity to the Christian is that which
comes to him in any form — a person, a situation,
a fresh circumstance, a new experience. We must
greet every hour as opportunity: that is what time
really is — the opportunity to live . . .

Think of friendships as opportunities to help,
encourage, and learn.

Treasure “idle days” as opportunities to eval-
uate yourself, to listen to God, to “soak your soul”
in prayer.

Utilize hectic days as the opportunity to test
your spiritual poise “under f ire”, to test the
presence of the Spirit within you.

Think of each moment of the day as an 
opportunity to serve your Lord in some way. This
is opportunity at its most rewarding level.

Prayer: Dearest Father, help me to accept each
thing that happens, each person I meet as an
opportunity for me to express my love to Thee in a
world that is so hungry for Thy presence and Thy
love. AMEN

SATURDAYFRIDAY

“THE SECRET OF THE DOORS — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Revelation 3:7-8a;

John 10:1-16

“I have set before you an open door which no
one is able to shut . . . ”

Can anything be more inviting? An open door
is the symbol of freedom, of opportunity, of new 
life . . . and what God opens or shuts, no man 
disturbs.

As a Christian, you’ve experienced both the
frustration of closed doors, as well as the sudden
thrill of an open door. God directs our paths
through many, many doors in a lifetime; if we are
to go, a door opens, sometimes in a seemingly
blank wall, if we are not to go — a door which
seemed wide and inviting, is suddenly closed,
locked.

This sensitivity to “doors”, is one of the most
strategic qualities you can develop as a success-
ful Christian. Once you learn to move only through
doors that are opened for you — once you learn
never to pry and dynamite doors the Lord has
closed before you, you will know the swiftly mov-
ing perfectly directed life. You will experience the
measured easy stride of the mature Christian —
the keen awareness he has for an opening door, the
great respect he has for closed ones. He never
stands, frantic and clawing; he has learned to watch
and wait and follow.

Prayer: God, make me one who walks only
through doors which Thou hast opened for me.
Teach me to follow only those paths, which Thou
hast prepared for me. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, JULY 13, 2020



“BE STILL, AND KNOW . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Psalm 46;

Proverbs 3:5-8

“Never allow vain apprehensions to enter your
heart. Each day will give you the knowledge of what
you shall best do next. By now you have already
passed over many a difficulty by the grace of God;
the same grace will help you on all future
occasions, and will deliver you from one difficulty
after another.”

One of the great enemies of opportunity is
apprehension: shall I take the “open door” —  or
not? What lies ahead? How can I be sure?

Being sure (the opposite of apprehension) comes
only through being still long enough to feel the
“rightness” — the hand of God in the decision
through prayer.

You are familiar with apprehension and you are
familiar with assurance. If after prayer your 
apprehension has not been lifted, remain still. It is 
not time, it is not right yet.

But when, after prayer, you suddenly feel that
inexpressible freedom or excitement, then the door
is open and it is the breath of God which gives
wings to your feet.

Apprehension is the nature of man, prayerful
anticipation the nature of the Spirit. Apprehension
drains and confuses. Prayerful listening guides
and reassures.

Prayer: O God, as the airborne glider travels high
on the currents and winds, so let my life be borne
aloft by the movement of Thy divine Spirit.

AMEN

“NOTHING GIVEN TO GOD
IS WASTE — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Mark 6:30-32;
I John 1:8-2:3;

Psalm 119:33-40

How many times, at the end of the day, have
you looked back over those seemingly wasted
hours, and felt regret and defeat and failure?

Yet even days like these may be of value if we
can learn from them . . . hours and actions which
have become a failure in our eyes, can be the very
things which bring us to our knees in a closer 
relationship with God.

The disciples returned to Jesus to tell Him
what they had done and what they had failed to do.
If we would do this each evening, what an effect
it could have upon our lives! Many hidden moti-
vations, goals and areas of selfishness would be
revealed to us. We would see the heart of each
failure as God sees it.

While reading over each day’s page of life,
with the consciousness that He is reading it with
us, we could detect errors and defects; we could
learn for future days, for wisdom always comes in
retrospect when it is blessed by Christ.

So do not allow dead days and wasted hours
to defeat you and pile up around you. Lay them
on the altar, give them over to God. He will touch
them with His love and they will be turned into the
gold treasure of experience.

Prayer: Dear God, how I thank Thee for prayer,
for the privilege of Thy forgiveness, for wisdom, for
strength to go on; for love. Make eager to come
to Thee each evening and share this life of mine,
whatever it may be for that day. AMEN

“WE WALK BY FAITH.
NOT BY SIGHT — ”

SCRIPTURE:
II Corinthians 4:15-18; 5:7;

Psalm 130 & 131

“You are troubled because you do not under-
stand how God is dealing with you. Perhaps if you
did, it would not answer His design so well . . . He
is teaching you to trust Him — further than you
can see Him — ”

“Faith puts her hand into God’s and lets Him
lead her safely where He will . . . ”

“That only is faith — which makes us love
God, do His will . . . trust His promises . . . see
through a cloud and overcome the world . . . to
stand in our day of trial and be comforted in all
of our sorrow . . . ”

“Let nothing disturb thee in this foreign land
— for thou has a city whose Creator is God, and 
our sojourning is but for a little while.”

(from “Just for Today”)

Prayer: O God, I ask Thee above all things to
give me a faith that knows the depth of Thy love,
the wideness of Thy power, the height of Thy
desire for me, and the stability and strength of Thy
presence. Teach me that to trust I need not see and
to follow Thee I need only Thy hand. AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

“CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE —
OR TRUE CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE . . ?”

SCRIPTURE:
(As follows from I Peter 2:13-23)

“Be subject, for the Lord’s sake to every
human institution, whether it be to the emperor as
supreme, or to the governor as sent by him in order
to punish those who do wrong and to praise those
who do right.

“For it is God’s will that by doing right you
should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.

“Live as free men, yet without using your 
freedom as a pretext of any evil; but live as servants
of God.

“Honor all men, Love the brotherhood. Fear
God. Honor the emperor.

“Servants be submissive to your masters with
all respect — not only to the kind and gentle but
also to the overbearing . . .

“For one is approved if, remembering his God,
he endures pain while suffering unjustly . . .

“For to this you were called; because Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an example . . .
Yet He committed no sin: no guile was found on
his lips. When He was reviled, He did not revile
in return. When Jesus suffered, He did not
threaten . . .

How far we have gone in our understanding
of true humility from those days when the
Christian’s confidence was in his identity with his
Lord . . . .

Prayer: Lord, it is hard sometimes to be 
obedient. So often I rebel against authority. Give
me humility so that self is last and my witness for
Thee is first in all I do. AMEN

“WITNESSING THROUGH
THE HUMDRUM . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Psalm 1

I Corinthians 10:31-33a

Sometimes it is easier to make a big grandstand
play than it is to continue to slug it out in the line,
play after play — even though holding that line
affects the outcome of the game as much as the
single spectacular play.

You may never be called on by God to do
something “grand” or heroic. He may just ask you
to hold the line. He has asked you . . . care for your
family, to comfort your husband, to keep your
home — or to go to the same office year after
year, drive the same freeway, mow the same lawn
— or live alone, earning your livelihood, making
your calls — being available to the people who
need you.

But every day, you press shoulders with peo-
ple — women who do not know Jesus Christ, men
who have never experienced the power of God’s
spirit within them, holding them up.

Have you any idea of the influence you have
on these people, day after day? How much of your 
attitude sifts into their consciousness? How much
of your faith “glows” off on them? How much do
they learn to depend on your aid and counsel,
prayer and understanding?

A chisel can chip away rock in an instant;
water may take years to carve the same stone but
both work in their own time and in their own way.
Whether God has called you to the spectacular or
the humdrum, to the water or chisel, know it is His
will for your life . . . .

Prayer: Lord, help me to be content in whatever
place You put me. May I serve You with eagerness
and joy, knowing I am where You want me to be.

AMEN

SATURDAYFRIDAY

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, JULY 20, 2020

“FROM BURL TO BEAUTY . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Romans 9:19-21
Hebrews 12:7-11

Like a worker of wood first works to remove the 
most obvious blemishes, so God, as He begins His 
work in our lives, begins first to remove those most 
obvious faults, the gross, the obnoxious, the most 
abrasive, those which obstruct His plan for us.

Gradually, then, as these are removed, the 
lesser flaws must go: attitudes, habits, relationships 
that have a way of marring an otherwise fine grain 
or witness.

At last we begin to see the hidden grain, the 
unseen beauty in our lives — the potential of God’s 
creation in us; for He does re-create us into new 
men. The things that once marked our lives, that 
once characterized us, suddenly have changed.

This is exciting. Many a Christian has found 
within himself a man he never knew existed. His 
life has taken on a new power and beauty he never 
thought possible.

We must not be afraid of what God will do with 
us. The man committed to Him will f ind a 
tenderness, a mercy, an artistry and sensitivity he 
has never known before.

God is not out to break men . . . He is out to 
make man all he is capable of being.

Prayer: Lord, how often I withhold myself from 
You, fearing Your will for my life, Your design for 
it. O God, please help my trust of Thee and my love 
for Thee to grow so that to trust Thee is my 
security. AMEN



“A BOUQUET OF
FLOWERS INSTEAD — ”

SCRIPTURE:
I Samuel 15:22-23 

* I John 4:1-6

A small boy had been sent to mow a lawn.
Instead, after several hours, he came back to his
mother — the lawn unmowed, but a large bouquet
of flowers in his hand.

His mother kissed him, and decided not to
reprimand him.

Some years later, the same boy was involved
in a hit-and-run accident in which a child was
killed. This same youth came back with a large
bouquet of roses for his mother. Once more she
took the roses and remained silent.

But the young man was sentenced to impris-
onment, and as the judge pronounced sentence,
the mother cried — “But he isn’t a bad boy! He
has always loved me and been so thoughtful.”

The judge said, “He has disobeyed, and his
negligence has cost the life of a child. He is guilty
of breaking the law — not of loving you.”

There are many, many people today who will
stand in judgment before God. They will plead
their cause on a basis of their brotherly concern,
their acceptance of other races, their charitable
gifts, but God will hold them to be guilty for they
have not obeyed His divine law or spiritual obe-
dience and accepted His Son as their Savior. *Are
you one of these who brings peace offerings to
God instead of obedience?

Prayer: Lord, forgive any uncommitted part of 
my life. Teach me to willingly accept Thee as my
Lord, to obey instead of substituting that which
does not truly serve Thee. May I stop any 
self-deception regarding this. AMEN

“SHEDDING THE PAST THINGS . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Psalm 51:10-14

Philippians 1:6-11

When a man thinks of becoming a Christian,
sometimes he fears those things he may have to
“give up.”

But someone once likened the giving up of the
old life to the way in which nature continuously
sloughs off the old to make way for the new, in both
plant and animal kingdoms.

The spiritual sloughing is as effortless and
painless if our growth in our Lord is healthy and
vigorous.

Of course there are things just now you think
you cannot do without: they are literally a part of
your present life. Taking that off now could be
extremely painful since the “new” or inner growth
is not yet complete.

But if your spiritual growth continues as it
should — this outward part of you will die and 
separate itself from you gradually, until someday
you find you have shed it naturally, with no pain,
no remorse and no apprehension.

Too often, though, we cling to the old faded
portion of the past and it hampers our new growth,
binds it and stunts it.

Give yourself daily to the nourishment of God’s
Word. Go about your ordinary life as your spiritual
growth continues. Then from time to time — look
back and see how painless has been the emergence
from the old into the new! The thing you thought
you could never part with, is simply no longer a part
of your life . . . .

Prayer: Father, help me to see those past things
as dead and useless, and help me to commit them 
willingly to Thee. AMEN

SO THAT IN EVERYTHING
WE MAY ADORN THE 

DOCTRINE OF OUR SAVIOR . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Titus 2:6-10

The tiny book of Titus is possibly one of the
most irritating, least understood, least-read books
in the New Testament. Why? Because it cuts across
today’s philosophy (which encourages men to
regard civil disobedience as a rightful choice), just
as it obviously must have gone against the natural
instinct of the Jews of that day.

The Jews despised their rulers and were
despised by them. Many of those early Christians
were slaves, too, and undoubtedly they had hoped
that their new faith would stand up and demand
their release and freedom.

Yet we see here that they are admonished to be
“submissive . . . to give satisfaction . . . not be
refractory . . . to show a true and entire fidelity.”

Why? True Godly freedom and equality has
nothing whatever to do with a man’s vocation or
station in society. It has to do with his attitude of
spirit, his relationship to God as a child through
his relationship to The Son.

In this way a man can he a servant and be a
noble human being — or be a ruler over thousands
and be totally depraved. We submit because even
in submission, no man rules us but God.

When we know this in our hearts — anything
else is temporal, a passing masquerade.

Prayer: Dear Lord, because I have given Thee my
heart, help me not to fear the world and its grasp-
ing hands. Let me know that nothing can touch
me except it be within the hollow of Thine own
hand. Thank Thee. AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY



©

The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

“LOSS OF THINGS — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Isaiah 45:2, 3;

Matthew 6:19-22

Some boys were digging in the sand one sum-
mer for buried treasure, which the islanders said
had been left by a pirate band centuries before.
Each day the boys dug and every day, they went
home discouraged.

One night a tremendous storm broke the dam
above the village. The avalanche thundered down
the valley into the sea, cutting a deep channel
where the boys had been digging in the sand. The
next morning they saw trees that had been uproot-
ed, docks smashed, and they were sure now they
would never again have a chance to find their trea-
sure chest. But several days later as they walked
near the shore, they saw a rusty corner of an old
chest. Excitedly, they brushed away the remaining
sand — and there was their treasure!

During the Bel Air fire, the members of that
church witnessed a miracle much like this one:
people who seemed to have lost everything in the
catastrophe, suddenly found the one thing they
had really been searching for — the treasure of
God’s presence in their lives, a love that was uncov-
ered for them by seeming chaos — power to start
again, the ability to survive spiritually in spite of
the material loss.

When a flood seems to have brought havoc to
your life, be still and look around for the treasure
uncovered.

Prayer: I thank Thee, Father, that nothing in my
life can destroy Your loving provision for my soul’s
need. AMEN

“LOSS OF HEALTH — ”

SCRIPTURE:
I Corinthians 15:35-45

A brilliant Polish scientist suffering from mus-
cular dystrophy, was asked how he managed to go
on cheerfully and with such faith. He said, “When
I escaped from Poland I had to leave all my world-
ly possessions, and I found I could survive. When
I take leave of this life, again I shall be leaving all
my possessions, including this body. What does it 
matter that I begin now to live more in the spirit
than the flesh? It will not be long before that will
be my only habitat, and I find it sufficient and
creative beyond belief!”

Not many of us are capable of this kind of
spiritual maturity yet, or of this kind of adjust-
ment — but how wonderful if we could achieve it
sooner than we do.

Dr. Louis H. Evans, Sr. often talks of “wear-
ing our bodies as loose-fitting garments” — mov-
ing within them, yet independent of their condition;
not allowing them to bind nor inhibit that moti-
vating force of our inner life.

If your health — this outer garment of yours —
should somehow fray or suffer damage, learn to
live within your spirit, enlarge your soul, ready it
for the time when it will serve you even more
gloriously. Like any other possession, you cannot
take it with you either when you go.

Prayer: Lord, I thank Thee for my soul and for
its eternal quality that will enable me to share
eternity with You. Grant that it will become more
precious to me as the years pass. AMEN

SATURDAYFRIDAY

(LOSSES WHICH THREATEN
OUR SECURITY)

“DEATH: LOSS OF PHYSICAL LIFE”

SCRIPTURE:
Romans 8:35-39;

John 14:1-7

An eight-year-old boy was standing on a deck
of a huge ocean liner waving to his parents on the
dock below. A man beside him said, “Aren’t you
afraid to go such a long way alone?” The boy
smiled and said, “Oh no sir. You see, I’m going to
Grandfather’s house, and he’ll be there to meet
me. He loves me.”

The Christian who has taken time to know
God intimately in this life, and to experience His
love, will have the same feeling about his journey
through the valley of the shadows, for we too go
from love to love, from family here to family there.
There is always some sorrow in separation, for
love is like that — but the paralyzing fear and
cold loneliness is absent if we know God — if we
have trusted our lives to Him here on earth.

Knowing what death is, learning to face it, is
one of the most important things we must learn and
teach to our children. The Christian who under-
stands that it is the gateway to eternal life walks
through this life with assurance-and courage. If we
know that death is walking into the arms of God,
nothing will make us cower from it!

Prayer: O God, please forgive me for not taking
the time to know Thee here. May I learn to enjoy
Thy love now, so that when I think of eternity, I
will know that Thy love awaits me there. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, JULY 27, 2020



“LOSS OF ROOTS — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Acts 17:27b, 28; 
Psalm 139:7-13

So many people today are being ripped up by
the roots — young men being sent to war, children
having a home broken by divorce, families having
to move from one place to another; financial loss,
illness or death suddenly thrusting us into new
and unfamiliar “soils”.

The wife of an army general was an expert
with hothouse plants. For years no matter how
many moves she had had to make, her plants
accompanied her — and seemed to flourish.
Someone asked her how she managed to keep them
alive under so many kinds of conditions and she
said, “When they are well-rooted, they can sur-
vive any move as long as the soil and care remain
the same.”

Christians should be like this. No matter what 
kind of moves we are put into, we should be able
to actually — in all things — flourish if we are
really rooted in God. How wonderful to know that
we can take our Lord wherever we go! Into the
hardest, loneliest situations, into frightening or
unfamiliar experiences. He is as near as prayer,
closer than hands or feet, sufficient, deep, satis-
fying, always the same.

Prayer: Lord, may I plant my life in Thee so 
deeply and firmly that whatever changes life brings,
my life can continue uninterrupted, strong, bearing
fruit for You. May every decision and hope find its
growth in Thee. AMEN

“LOSS OF A LOVED ONE — ”

SCRIPTURE:
John 15:4-12

Sometimes we lose someone so dear to us that
the very thought of living without them seems
impossible. Inside we feel as though part of us
has gone with them.

Can Christ really fill this void?

He will not be that husband to you nor the
child — or the parent. But He will heal the anguish
of the raw and aching wound, will cleanse the 
bitterness, tenderly work out the disfiguring scars
which can twist and warp us.

He will give you strength, day by day, to go
on living while your heart heals. But more than
this, He keeps alive the love that the beloved
implanted — not to be kept as a shrine, but to be
used, to go on growing. He will make it possible
for you to love others, not as substitutes but sim-
ply because we must love to live.

Little by little, as sweetness begins to well up
again, you will know that that part of you has not
died but is alive and waiting for you in God. But
most of all, you will learn that the wall of grief
has become a ladder which brings you closer to
God through the one you love.

“No wall too high, no wound too deep for you
now to understand another’s grief.” You will be
one to whom others come for solace — for only
those who know are sought.

Prayer: O God, You have lost a loved one, a Son.
Stoop now and heal me — teach me to give my
love again, not to keep it in angry hurt but to give it
as a remembrance of Your love for me and my
love for my dear one. AMEN

“LOSS OF FEELING NEEDED — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Proverbs 31:10-31

“Mothers are people who cook things
Like breakfast or lunch or a snack;
Dextrous people who hook things 
Which button or zip up the back.
Mothers are people who grow things 
Like ivy and puppies and roses. 
Mothers are people who send things 
Like letters and strawberry tarts;
Magical people who mend things 
Like blue-jeans and elbows and hearts. 
Mothers are people who find things 
Like mittens and homework and germs;
Fussbudget people who mind things 
Like cusswords and snowballs and worms. 
Mothers are people who sweep things 
Like porches and cobwebs and rugs;
Soft-hearted people who keep things 
Like artwork, report cards and hugs. 
Mothers are people who nurse things — 
A boy or a girl or a spouse. 
And all in all there are worse things 
Than mothers to have in your house.”

(Betty Billip)

A mother can be anyone who can love or 
listen — or be to someone what he needs . . .

Prayer: Dear Lord, give us the kind of love that
can heal and bind up — understand and fill in
the empty or lonely places in life. May we turn hearts
to Thee, learn to believe in people and give that extra
measure, which asks nothing in return but only gives
out of gratitude for that privilege of serving Thee
wherever we are. AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY



“DO IT WHEN HE ASKS THE
FIRST TIME — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Ephesians 5:15, 16;

Ecclesiastes 11:1-12:7

“An act of kindness which is
a gracious attention this week, 

Becomes an over-due debt the next,
and is presented with sad apology
instead of received with glad surprise . . . 

The wounded tenderness to which
we spoke not
the timely and soothing word,

Passes into permanent soreness 
Instead of healing into grateful love . . .
Each present conviction,
Each secret suggestion of duty
Constitutes a call of God
Which can never be slighted 
Without its total departure

or its fainter return.
Our opportunities come but once. 
They are sufficient

but not redundant.
We have enough time for the longest duty,
But not for the shortest sin.”

J. Martineau

Prayer: Lord, how easy it is for me to put things
off —  especially those things which come so quiet-
ly, so gently from Thee. Lord, teach me to respond
most quickly to Thy word, and to wait for it with
eagerness — for it is through this that I serve Thy will
best. Father, as the days go by may my regrets for
things I have not done become less . . . and my joy in 
having done them for Thee greater. AMEN

“BECAUSE THEY DON’T KNOW
YOUR LORD”

SCRIPTURE:
Philippians 1:3-11

An engineer who had spent several months in
Arabia, brought an orphan lad home with him. The
boy was wild, furtive, spoke only a few words of
English and seemed to trust no one. 

The man’s son who was of the same age, found
it difficult to watch his parents’ leniency toward Ali’s
behavior, his stealing and tantrums, while they con-
tinued to expect obedience — and even understand-
ing from him.

Finally his father explained, “Son, as time goes
on and Ali understands more, more will be required
of him. But first he must learn to trust us and our love
for him. Then in time as he learns to love us, and to
feel as you feel toward us, all this will change.”

“He won’t steal my allowance — or hide my
catcher’s mitt?”

“Would you do that to someone now in our
home?” his father asked.

“No, because it would hurt you — ” Then the boy
smiled. “I see,” he said. “I guess I can wait.”

And we, too, must learn to wait — as those new
in the faith learn to respond through their love for
Christ. Things never change overnight. Habits of a
lifetime take time to alter. It is we who must learn
patience, understanding and above all, love — since
criticism without love becomes, not a bridge, but a
wall of brass.

Prayer: Lord, help me to see people as You see
them — at their particular area of development, at
their progress in their journey to Thee. Give me an
overwhelming love for them. AMEN

©

The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

SATURDAYFRIDAY

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2020

“NOT FOR US TO COMMAND — ”

SCRIPTURE:
I Corinthians 12:4-11;

Colossians 3:12-15

We can accept differences between ourselves 
and unbelievers, but isn’t it hard to accept differ-
ences among ourselves and other Christians? Each 
one is sure he is ‘right under God,’ and strives to 
bring others to think as he thinks. Only Christ has 
authority to ordain the spirit to its task.

Therefore, while we may be free to speak of 
our guilt, we must not assume that it is every man’s 
guilt . . . while we may singlemindedly seek one 
particular goal, we must not feel it is God’s goal 
for every man. While we feel an urge in one direc-
tion, it is wrong for us to demand that all others 
suddenly turn and follow our way. The hostile 
judgment which one Christian may levy on anoth-
er is not up-building: it is arrogance, pride and 
blindness — from whatever level it comes or for 
whatever reason.

Therefore, it is imperative that we Christians 
look to our own concerns under God. That we state 
them and share our calling to them is a necessary 
thing; we need prayer and support from other 
Christians. But we must grant others the same 
spiritual freedom we demand for ourselves . . . we 
must withhold judgment while at the same time 
remaining true to Christ’s specific will for us.

Prayer: Lord, in our zeal so often we try to 
interpret Thy will for others. May we never stand in 
the shadow of Thy will for we know that Thou dost 
work in many ways Thy wonders to perform. Thank 
Thee, Lord. AMEN



“GOD WILL FULFILL IT!”

SCRIPTURE:
(The Promise: II Samuel 7:8-17 

Promise kept: II Samuel 23:1-14)
Supplementary Reading II Samuel Chapter 24

It is fascinating to see how God works out
His promises. Here we see David, whom God has
chosen to be king after Saul, driven to the hills —
an exile, hunted and running for his life. How easy
it would have been to have doubted God’s promise,
to have determined to kill Saul himself — in order
to make God’s promise come true.

Yet not once did David doubt God or turn
from Him — and not once did David give way to
resentment or hatred toward Saul, nor did he lift
his hand against the man who sought his death. He
left it in God’s hand: the vengeance, the timing,
and the fruition of the promise.

And God was faithful. While Saul raged, God
quietly built an army and while he built the army,
He forged the man who would one day rule Israel
at the head of this army — David, God’s beloved,
for Scripture says David was a man after God’s
heart —

No wonder. Such faith and sweetness is rare
in any man of strength, and in that day before
Christ, even more unique.

Are you this trusting? Are you letting God
work out His promise to you? Are you leaving the 
judgment or vengeance to Him? Or is resentment
. . . bitterness . . . anger blocking His way?

Prayer: Lord, David’s whole life was marked with
love. Help me to be the kind of person who can wait
without doubting, and serve Thee without immed-
ate reward. Give me a faith like David’s which
commits all to Thee. AMEN

“A LITTLE BIT OF AWE IS GOOD — ”

SCRIPTURE:
I Chronicles 13:1-14;

Acts 5:1-15

Probably carelessly and without even remem-
bering the sacredness of the ark he was trans-
porting, Uzzah steadied the toppling Holy of
Holies — and died. We identify with David com-
pletely here: it does seem a harsh, unmerciful sen-
tence. After all, Uzzah was only trying to save the
ark . . .

Or was there something in his attitude which
God was condemning? Only God (and perhaps the
men with whom Uzzah had served) knew whether
or not Uzzah reverenced God and the things of
the temple. His carelessness could have been
indicative of his entire attitude toward God.

Perhaps David, knowing his own inner heart,
realized he, too, had been guilty of too much 
familiarity toward God and so realized as Uzzah
died, he was inwardly guilty also.

Often as we see another come under judgment
for disobedience, we realize how easily we could
be called to judgment.

While God wants us to come to Him as Father,
there must always be with us the realization of
Who He is, not only as Father, Counselor, and
Guide but as Almighty God in Whose hands a
universe rests. This is not that we fear Him for
fear’s sake, but a constant reminder that as such a
God — all things are possible to Him.

You love Him. Do you still reverence Him . . . ?

Prayer: O God, may familiarity with Thee never
breed contempt for Thy holy laws or keep me from
worshipping Thee as God. Help me to honor Thee
more as my love for Thee grows. AMEN

“TO SEE WITHOUT JUDGMENT— ”

SCRIPTURE:
John 3:16-19;

John 8:7-11 (RSV-see footnote)

It takes great humility to recognize sin with-
out judging the person committing that sin. In fact
it takes a first-hand experience with sin ourselves
to understand that sin is far more natural to us
than sinlessness.

Only those who have had the humility to 
recognize sin in their lives and to have it forgiven
by Christ — can look with love and mercy upon a
person who is currently out of God’s will for him.

Yet this lack of judgment does not mean lack
of perception or the inability to recognize sin. God
fully intends that we should have insight or wisdom
in recognizing it: “Be wise as serpents — ” Christ
said, “harmless as doves.” We need to be able to
observe sin and know it.

But judgment is another thing, for judgment 
assesses wrong and levies a punishment. Judgment
belongs to God, for it demands a knowledge of the
whole situation, and only God has access to this
deep, complex insight.

So when you see another person at fault, say,
“Why?” Then — “How would I react in his place?”
And finally — “What would this man be like if
God touched him?” Your judgment will vanish and
love will be power in your heart. Then you can
reach out to say, “Come — see The Man, Christ
Who comes to bring you a new life!”

Prayer: O Lord, it is so easy to forget my own
imperfections when I look at another’s sin. Give me
the understanding heart which sees without judg-
ment and desires only to heal. AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY



“BELIEVING IS A QUIET THING . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Revelations 3:20

Are you one of those still standing on the
sidelines of Christianity, wondering whether or
not you want to get “involved?” Are you still 
a spectator in your church, in a discussion . . . ?

Does it still seem to be a kind of emotional
whing-ding, a subnormal reaction. a weird mo-
mentary response to a nebulous sort of primal
urge?

Does Jesus Christ embarrass you as “the 
Son of God?” Do you suspect this act of “giv-
ing one’s self ” to Him as being a little eccentric
even if it were a possible accomplishment?

Becoming a Christian is simply the logical
response of the human heart to God; it is recog-
nizing in Christ the pattern for living . . . accept-
ing Him as what God says He is: The Son who 
has been given power to forgive our worst sin, 
to remove our guilt, to give us a new outlook 
on living — actually as “new men” . . . our ex-
ample, our Lord and mediator in all life.

There is nothing weird or abnormal about it.
It is people with spirit, seeking communion with
His spirit.

It usually comes as a quiet thing, this be-
lieving in Him . . . as a handing over of a messed-
up life, all the smashed dreams . . . the guilt, 
failure and weariness.

It is letting go and letting God into your 
heart . . .

Prayer: Lord, I have tried so many things, and
yet I still keep searching. Lord, let me feel 
Your love and presence in my heart. Forgive my
indifference to You and help me in my search 
for Your will for my life. AMEN

“WHY SUICIDE . . . ?”

SCRIPTURE:
John 1:11-14;

Mark 10:26, 27

A famous doctor once said, “Suicide is never
a way out . . . it’s man’s pathetic — and vain —
attempt to find The Way In.” Of course.

Yet in spite of today’s insight into the needs
of the human heart, we do tend to overlook this
terrific drive to find and be with God. For man
being made in the image of God, a spirit, has 
within him that which demands fulfillment, de-
sires inner power and yearns for real communi-
cation with Him. Especially here and now.

Many people think Christianity is merely a
way to life after death, but in order to find life 
after death we must f irst enter it here in this 
life. It is designed for this life, for the day to 
day living amid the turmoil, despair, desperation
and failure of our world. It is walking without
being afraid, working with a purpose, living for
God.

That lack of purpose in your life which 
seems to make everything only a void, can be
f illed. The innocuousness of daily routine he-
comes opportunity to show God what you can
make out of what He has given you. Grinding
monotony, despair, hopelessness will disappear 
as you waken each day with the realization that
God is present with you. How can this all be?

Because He is God . . .

Prayer: Lord, we all hunger for real meaning to
life, for the assurance that there is something
more than appears on the stormy surface. Give
me the awareness of Your love, Father. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

SATURDAYFRIDAY
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For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2020

“GIVING IS TRUSTING . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Malachi 3:8-10

Nearly every doctrine of Christianity is based 
upon Faith: through belief man accepts God’s 
Word, then he acts upon it — and it proves true 
. . . as a seed proves itself only through plant-
ing; dissecting, microscopic analysis or chemical 
breakdown will not reveal the tree or flower se-
creted in its germ. Only planting will bring a 
consummation.

Tithing is like this. You can argue or reason 
with a man, you can quote a verse of Scripture, 
but unless that man is willing to try, to literally 
take God at His word, of course he’ll never ex-
perience the thrill and productivity which comes 
from Christian tithing. It is the deepest sense of 
integrity and joy a man can know.

You set aside a tenth, either weekly or 
monthly, and suddenly you forget that this money 
was ever available for anything else. 
You hear of a need and now you find the giving 
easier. As the womb which has given birth be-
fore, opens more readily for each succeeding 
birth, so the heart which is once opened to give, 
gives more easily with each call from God . . .

God has provided you with something and 
it is from this that you commit a portion to Him. 
Give without apology, with gratitude, what you 
can give.

Prayer: Lord, help me to look on my gift to You 
as a symbol of my love. Please keep me from 
self-centered or empty living, I pray. AMEN



“PROFILE OF A GIVER . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Matthew 6:19-21;

Luke 21:1-4

How many times have you decided not to 
give because what you had to give seemed so 
small you felt it was hardly worth giving?

Never let this affect your giving to God, for
Christian giving is based not on comparison to
what others are giving, but upon what God has
given to you: this is the basis upon which He
Himself judges a man.

For this very reason no man has an excuse 
for not giving God His tenth. That is IF he 
really believes as a Christian that all we have
comes from God in the first place.

Of course, right here many people are not 
honest with themselves. There are some profess-
ing “Christians” who still cannot credit God with
their fortunes, their lives, their entire existence;
naturally, these people will resist giving “back”
what they don’t believe came from God in the first
place.

Are you having difficulty bringing yourself
to tithe? Does a tenth seem too much — an 
amount you can’t really part with? A payment 
on a TV; a dress, a theater ticket . . .

Sit down sometime and be honest. List the
things you buy for yourself and family. Then list
all the things you “buy” for God’s work . . . This
is a fairly accurate profile of your commitment 
to Him — and probably a glimpse of what God
Himself sees in your heart . . .

Prayer: Lord, may my love magnify the blessings
I have received from thy hand! AMEN

“THE BIGGEST HURDLE OF ALL . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Luke 20:21-26

Most people look horrified when we suggest
that giving to God should be part of Christian 
discipline. “Giving should come from the soul,
out of love” they state piously. It should — just 
as our life for Him and obedience should stem
from love . . . but somehow the spirit speaks 
softly and carries a tiny twig, and God is not a
tyrant either and so these very people who re-
act so violently to sensible Christian stewardship
are frequently those who feel that giving to God
is an option: you can, or you don’t have to. It 
is catalogued with luxuries, future plans or oc-
casional bursts of largess and benevolence.

Giving to God is a discipline at first for many
people; it is the struggle of the natural man 
against the spiritual — self warring against sur-
render to God. And how logical Self can be!
Somehow a sum we would ordinarily spend 
without a backward glance suddenly becomes 
very expendable for everything.

And in a world where security is always 
measured by what we can keep, the concept of 
giving to God seems to be at the bottom of the 
list of items. There are no creditors, no em-
barrassing showdowns, no public record of our
giving (or non-giving). Yet someone who has 
made it clear that God is Lord of his life, will
willingly give to that God — money as he gave his
own soul.

Prayer: Lord, teach me the difference between
the kingdom of this world and that of Thy Son. 
If is so easy to serve men for credit . . . AMEN

“TO RUN AND NOT WEARY . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Isaiah 40:28-31

Do you ever think, “What can I possibly do
that could make a dent in this mess around me?
Why not give up and join the meleé?”

But you won’t stop even the “insignificant”
offerings you are making in your group . . . you
will go back to the same office, listen to the same
problems, smile at the same people — work at the
same job . . . because today it might not be the
same . . . today someone might be stronger be-
cause you shared your faith with her; today 
someone may have started to lick a habit be-
cause he discovered that all you said about God
and forgiveness is true — that “Jesus Christ” 
is not just a curse but Someone we can talk 
with, the divine Son of God who once walked 
this same earth and knows exactly what we are 
up against . . . that somehow, miraculously through
Him, God has found a way to touch us and say,
“I do love you . . . I do understand . . . I am able
to do exceedingly above all you could hope or
think . . . ”

We cannot always measure the extent of our
influence for God in daily living, and while this
sometimes makes our days seem ineffective, at
least we can bring the peace, assurance, vitality 
and hope that our Lord has so graciously given
us, and in a world so torn with chaos and fear,
perhaps this glimpse of God will bring quietness
to others.

Prayer: O Lord, may I never seek to be a part 
of the confusion. In spite of my own imperfec-
tions, please use me to help someone. AMEN

THURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAY
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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

“SPIRITUAL TIME-TABLE . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 6:9-12

If you were to take the waking hours of your
day and divide them in three categories — God,
others, yourself — how would the list look?

Unless we are professionally engaged in full-
time Christian work, most lists would give God 
one hour out of every eighteen per day, with the
possible exception of Sundays, which might net
Him as much as four hours out of eighteen.

This seems a pathetic effort toward a God to
Whom we owe everything we have and are. As
Christians, what can we do about it?

First of all, examine those “self ” hours — 
the television, the chauffeuring, the extra nuis-
ance-trips or the hours when we are simply at 
loose ends, or bored. Make a list of those things
you would like to do IF you ever had the time.
Will any of them fit into these little pockets of 
minutes?

How about your conversations? Are they 
just to pass the time — or do they make some-
thing of the time? Often, when we are searching
for ways of serving the Lord, suddenly someone
opens his heart, mentions a need or fear, and 
the moment that at f irst seemed idle and use-
less becomes meaningful and blessed. Whenever
we serve God, we are always more available to
others, too.

Prayer: Lord, may I never excuse my idle
moments, but rather help me to use them for
Thee and for others, I pray. AMEN

SATURDAYFRIDAY

MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2020

“THE CART — OR THE HORSE?”

SCRIPTURE:
Romans 12:11-18

An old farmer once said that the world 
consists of two kinds of people — “them that has 
to be pushed — and them that does the pullin.’ ”

Which are you?

Do people always have to plead with you, 
coax you, remind you? Or are you alert to a 
need and to responsibility?

This kind of attitude starts early in life —
young “pullers” show up as those willing to pitch 
into a new program and help it get under way 
. . . who remember without being told . . . who 
leave the group to welcome a visitor who came 
alone. Often the attitude we form as young 
people continues on into adult life. Those who 
were “pullers” then are pullers now — and those 
who lagged listlessly are still lagging.

Examine yourself today: are you a pulling 
force in your church — or a drag? Do you “go 
on your own power,” or do you have to be 
“hooked up with” someone else before you 
budge?

None of us can be involved in everything: 
this is activism — not necessarily dedication —
but all of us must be involved in some responsibili-
ty . . . The church is here — not to serve us but 
to enable us to serve Christ.

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to see myself as 
others see me. Help me to be a positive force, 
not a negative influence in my Christian com-
mitment. Lord, give me the enthusiasm and love 
I need to be an effective person. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

“IF THE CHURCH WERE YOUR HOME”

SCRIPTURE:
Ecclesiastes 10:18; 11:9; 12:1

It has been said that the more we put into our
home — of work, effort, and money, the more
those homes mean to us.

The same is true of our churches, both the
inner life and the visible activity. There are 
some people who come Sunday after Sunday, 
who worship sincerely, whose love for God is 
genuine and warm — but they have not yet found
“a place to serve” in the church. Sometimes, a
temporary situation keeps them from becom-
ing involved — but often, it is their hesitancy to
know or understand how many ways there are 
to serve God through a church and thereby to
enrich their lives.

What are some of these areas?
Teaching: from toddlers to college.
Calling: on sick at home or hospital; on vis-

itors, finding out their needs, or what they hope
to find in church.

Shuttle service: for those without transpor-
tation Sundays and weekdays.

Pianists: song leaders.
Deputations: to local areas of need.
Youth participants: for chaperones, driving,

food preparation, etc.
Ushering.
Men to assist with parking.
Office assistance.
Think what would happen if every member

gave just three hours a week — consistently in
some way. How much we all would profit, how
effective would our ministry be!

Prayer: Dear God, help me not wait for others
to find me, but let me be available, help ME 
to find where I may serve Thee best. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org



“SPIRITUAL INVENTORY”

SCRIPTURE:
II Corinthians 9:6-8;

Matthew 5:27-30

An inventory reveals the state of a business:
how much have we been able to distribute of 
that which has been taken in. A business which 
has been able to sell or distribute exactly the
amount that it has put in, is rare indeed. This 
means 100% profit: no loss suffered . . . no sale
to get rid of excess, no liquidation to absorb 
what is left.

The Christian life is somewhat on the order 
of a Business for God — we should live it to 
make a profit for Him of everything we possess.
Whatever we keep to ourselves, is not a profit 
to God’s Kingdom. The bounty we receive from 
His hands is to be carefully and industriously 
made available according to the demand and 
need of a world who does not know Him.

Compare your life today with it as it was 
some time ago. Have you developed a talent? 
How much of it has been made available on 
God’s market? Have you found more time, 
more love, more patience? How much in the 
spiritual storehouse is “new,” excess merchan-
dise? How much old, out-of-date? Are you grow-
ing — or diminishing . . . meeting the demand or
falling behind?

Only as there is a healthy traff ic of the 
blessings we hold in our life can we be good 
stewards. Open your heart for Him. Make your
life profit.

Prayer: God, so often I keep the many gifts you
have given me to myself. Sometimes I have not
made way for the new or given freely enough . . . 

AMEN

“TEMPTATION IS A SNAKE . . . ”

SCRIPTURE;
James 1:13-15

So often we tease temptation like a child
unknowingly teases a snake . . . and when we 
are bitten, we are shocked, surprised, perhaps 
even angry with God.

Temptation is that which lures man from the
presence and power of God. It is one of the 
most deadly and effective weapons Satan uses
against the Church of Christ, against the suc-
cessful, Godly man.

And today (as always) temptation is com-
ing in such attractive “packages” — in ways so
easy to rationalize, in such seemingly “harmless”
activities and attitudes, relationships and habits.

Yet that which is not Christ-like has a pe-
culiar reaction in a Christian “system” . . . like 
an irritant, or an allergy-producing substance: 
the Christian becomes irritable, restless, defen-
sive, edgy. The balance of living both emotional
and physical seems to be affected . . . his attitude
toward a friend, his reaction to prayer . . .

Is there anything in your life you find your-
self defending too much? Anything which makes
you the least bit embarrassed, of which you are
becoming more and more aware? Take a good
look at it. This subtle tempting could alter the
course of your life, from the perfect will of God
into an impotent, self-centered kind of existence.
Take it to the Lord; ask His guidance . . .

Prayer: Heavenly Father, make very sensitive
to anything in my life which might be harmful 
in my spiritual growing and my desire to serve
Thee. Give me the courage to turn from it.

AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

“THE WAY OF ESCAPE”

SCRIPTURE:
I Corinthians 10:13

How many of us — when we are tempted —
actually search for a way of escape?

Yet Scripture says that God always provides 
a way . . .

The Great Escape was written about a hand-
ful of men during World War II who, as enemy
prisoners, showed a unique dedication to one 
single goal: ESCAPE. No sooner would one of
these men be brought into a prison camp, or 
compound, then he would immediately start 
looking for a way out. Nothing was too impos-
sible, too difficult or too high a price to risk pay-
ing. Each man was completely committed in his
heart to getting out and getting back to his out-
fit so that he could be available to fight again.

This is how we Christians should react to 
the “imprisonment” of temptation of any kind,
whether it is a habit, a friend, an attitude or any
other thing which tempts us from being in God’s
will.

Because we all must learn to face temptation;
it is part of this life, as Christ warned us it would
be. And because it is always present, God even 
provided a way for us — if we will only look for
it and be ready to use it when it comes to hand.

Prayer: Gracious Lord, there are so many times
when I am too tired to fight the temptation of 
the day . . . It seems so impossible, so difficult 
I wonder sometimes if it is worth it. Yet Lord,
I know that once I am free to be with Thee
again, I will know joy and release and Thy love
again.          AMEN



The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

SATURDAYFRIDAY

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272 AMEN

“HOW DO YOU FISH?”

SCRIPTURE:
Matthew 4:19;
John 21:4-7a

Christ called us all to be fishers of men — and
He needs as many types of fishers as there are
fish.

We find some men with the patience and skill
to “play” a trout — while others enjoy the endurance
and power it takes to wrestle great marlin, or 
sailfish. Still others are content to sit for hours, catch-
ing the less spectacular blue-gills and crappies.
Fishermen range all the way from the whalers to
stream fishers. It is true with us who are called of
Christ, too.

Christ wants all kinds of men and women — 
people who are as different, as varied as those
whom He has chosen to bring into His Kingdom.
There are people you can reach who might not 
listen to a man like Billy Graham. There is a friend
who may believe what you say — but would not
come to church to hear your minister. So God needs
each of us for a specific task. Whatever your talent
or personality, somewhere there is someone who
will respond to you better than to anyone else.

And there are people who — if you do not “catch
them”, will never come into the Kingdom; they may
be lost from Him, or from the years of knowing and
serving Him now. It is our privilege to bring men to
our Lord, to explore the deep recesses, the rushing
waters and the cluttered mainstreams of society as
fishers of men.

Prayer: Lord, teach me to bring men to Thee.
Give me skill and faithfulness in all that I do for
Thee. AMEN

“GOD’S PALM TREES — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Psalm 92:12;
Psalm 1:1-3

The palm tree is a highly prized tree in the Holy
Land, and Jeremiah likens a Godly man to it. Why?

1) It grows upright, as a Christian should grow
toward God. 2) It often survives in extreme heat
and severe dryness — as Christians should survive in 
times of extremity. 3) Palm trees grow inwardly,
adding from the center rather than forming rings
outwardly as do other trees — as Christians are
inwardly renewed by the Holy Spirit for outward
manifestation. 4) It cannot be grafted — just as a
Christian life must be born or created from within.
5) It is evergreen — with no season of winter and
fall — as the Christian should know no seasonal
dormancy. 6) It is incredibly useful: as an indicator
of water nearby — as Christians should indicate the
Living Water of the Spirit within: for its fruit which
grows more sweet with age — as Christians can be
when Christ mellows the spirit. 7) It is a symbol of
royalty, a tree lining the avenue of kings — as
Christians should be the symbol of a Godly
Kingdom, making the Way to God more beautiful
for those in search of Him.

Prayer: Dear God, how we pray that we may be
like Thy palm trees — straight and sturdy, useful yet
royal in what we offer those we meet. Make us
worthy to be Thine, a credit to Thy provision and
wisdom. AMEN

©

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2020

“ALIENATED — OR ALLIED?”

SCRIPTURE:
John 3:16, 17;
I John 4:7-9

Have you ever seen a friendship broken because 
one or the other has become a Christian? Why does 
this happen?

Sometimes, in our love for Christ, we forget to 
double our love for our friend. In our effort to 
know Christ better, we withdraw from the friend-
ship we once had. Of course that person is hurt and 
bewildered.

A young college student who, after years of 
bitter alienation from God, became a Christian was 
asked what had happened. He said, “My roommate 
found Christ, but instead of it coming between us, it 
made us better friends. He was less critical, more 
understanding and more available to me than he had 
ever been. I figured if God could give that kind of 
bigness to a guy, I wanted some, too.”

This is real agape love — it binds together 
instead  of splitting apart. It builds up and multi-
plies — rather than subtracting. It illustrates the 
love of God more than His judgment . . . it shares 
instead of holding to itself. It is to this kind of love 
any friend will be most attracted.

Prayer: Lord, make me the kind of person who 
draws friends to God  — not the kind who repels 
and alienates. May my love for Thee stimulate and 
increase my love and empathy for my friends.



THURSDAY

“THE RIGHT TO SAY ‘WRONG’?”

SCRIPTURE:
I John 4:4-6, 13

Have we the right to tell people when we think
they are wrong?

Paul says that members of churches have this
right among each other. But does this also include
people who are not Christians being criticized by us
who are?

Too often we forget that it is the task of the
Holy Spirit to convict a man of sin . . . to make
him aware of sin in his life. We know we can never really 
convince a person he is wrong if he is convinced
he is right.

The world looks upon Christians who try to
correct them as being self-righteous, goody-goody,
pious and too “nosy”. They resent our interference,
and they do not believe in our Bible. Nothing we
can say can force them.

Our task is to woo men to Christ — not bully
them into His presence. When we begin to win men
to ourselves — as friends — they will be more
inclined to accept what we say about our Lord. We
gain nothing by being sharp, critical and withdrawn.
We only make them see Christ as a sharp, critical
Lord.

Once they are touched by our love, then the
Holy Spirit can begin His work in their lives.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, sometimes after we 
have been so close to Thee, the world seems so
imperfect and wrong. We ask Thee for grace to 
forgive as Thou hast forgiven, to encourage good,
not only to expose the sin. Give us all a portion of
Thy patience, we pray. AMEN

WEDNESDAY

“HIDDEN TREASURES . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Philippians 2:1-4

There is a saying that “the best way to keep a
man out of the gutter, is to shine his shoes.” This
does not always work, of course, but it often helps.

One of the best ways to fight evil and godless-
ness is to “shine up” the good in people. A child usu-
ally responds swiftly to praise — and adults are not
much different.

If a friend of yours is a bully on the playground,
compliment him when he does something thought-
ful. If you have a friend who is constantly 
whispering nasty things about people, find some-
thing she does which is not nasty and remark on it.
If you know someone who is frequently drunk, let
him know how pleasant he is when he is sober.

They say our worst faults are our best qualities
gone wrong. So when we see someone who is 
critical, look for them to do things well. A lazy 
person is often less quick to criticize, and a gossipy
tongue often conceals an interest in, and concern
for people.

As Christians, let us use such human imper-
fections as signposts to hidden treasure — and let
us diligently “dig” for the very best in people.

Prayer: Father, help me to look always for the
good in others. Make me slow to judge and quick to
praise, I pray. As Christ, Your Son, saw the 
potential of God’s man in each man, so help me,
too, to see men as potential, powerful instruments 
and vessels for Thy will in a sick and lost world.

AMEN

TUESDAY

“YOU ARE A GATE TO CHRIST — ”

SCRIPTURE:
I Corinthians 9:19-24

“ . . . Let no one say he must be better before
he can take a part in making others better. On the
contrary, there is no duty which may not be made
the gate of the road to Christ.

“Begin here and you will find that this way leads
where all such roads lead — to your Master’s pres-
ence.

“Do not fear that you are unworthy to serve
Him, for in serving Him in any way is the sure
means to make you more worthy.”

(Archbishop Temple)

Nothing can defeat your witness to a friend as
quickly as your feeling that you are not good
enough. How often have you started out to
approach a friend, only to hesitate because of the
fear that you are not good enough?

The thing God asks of us is that we be
witnesses to Him — to His love, to His steadfastness
in all things — and to our faith in Him, even as we 
experience criticism, failure, illness and death. Men
may not say much, but they see, and someday the time
may come — and they will need God and remember.

That is when you must be prepared to put their
hand in His, to show how all that they have 
witnessed in your life can be possible in theirs, too.

Prayer: O God, help me to he faithful to Thee so
that others may see my faith and learn to trust
Thee, too. Make everything I do be a gateway to
Thee — a way through which they glimpse Thy
love as I have seen it. AMEN



©

The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

“IF I MAKE MY BED IN HELL — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Psalm 139; 

John 16:31-33

Have you ever felt that even Jesus Himself
could not possibly understand the turmoil and
heartbreak you are going through? We know
Scripture says, “He was tested in all points like as
we, yet without sin — ” but can He really know
or feel what you feel?

The anguish of a broken home? Jesus knew
what it was to have a relationship destroyed, all of
His disciples scattered, Himself removed — seem-
ingly all lost. Yet God was to keep them individ-
ually in a more marvelous way than before.

A prodigal child? Jesus called His disciples
“my little children”, so His love for them was deep
and encompassing; yet He knew both betrayal and
even doubt from them. But their relationship with
Him was restored — and their faith.

The bitter helplessness of sending a son to war,
perhaps to die? God’s son died for others, too —
His only Son, so He does know your anguish. It was
that death which changed things, though. Because
He raised Him, He also raises those who believe in
that love which so willingly offered its life for oth-
ers. “Greater love hath no man than that he give his
life for a brother.” (John 15:13)

Loneliness, fear, failure — all of these our
Lord knew as a man, and overcame them through
prayer and faith.

Prayer: Lord, I know there is no depth that Thou
hast not already plumbed before me. I thank Thee
that wherever I go, Thou are waiting there for me, 
no matter how deep or far. AMEN

“CLAIMING THE HIGH PLACES . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Ephesians 4:14-16;
Proverbs 4:20-27

J. Sidlow Baxter in his lovely “Awake My
Heart” likens the growth of a Christian life to a
vine. First, the clinging; then the climbing; and
finally, the claiming.

Which stage are you in? Clinging — to what
others say, to the security of past experiences?
Climbing — because your roots are deepening and
you need more nourishment from God’s Word? Or
claiming — what He has promised?

So often we go on clinging or climbing, but never
reaching a level where we can claim possession of
the things we have been trying to attain.

Stop for a time and blossom out . . . spread 
out . . . claim a new area of success. God intends
that we reach these areas where we can glorify
Him, beautify life, bring forth fruit.

A child, when he is tiny, can only cling to his
father’s knee. As he becomes older, he learns to
climb up on his lap. But when he becomes a youth,
he can claim the privilege of walking beside him,
father and son.

We do not hold ourselves to physical infancy.
Let us not hold ourselves to spiritual immaturity.
God wants us to walk with Him, to share His
dreams and plans with us, His children.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me in my life to
know the joy of walking with You. Help me to be
worthy to be a son and thank Thee for Thy
patience while I grow in faith, for Thy love that
so graciously surrounds me, and for Thy divine
nurture and care. Thank You, too, for making a
place for me with You. AMEN

SATURDAYFRIDAY

“THE EASY WAY OUT — ?”

SCRIPTURE:
Ephesians 5:1-17

A mother on her way upstairs, picked up a
pair of skates, a ball, and a sand-pail. A friend
asked, “Why do you always bother to pick things
up? Why not just walk around them?”

The mother answered, “Because they might
cause the children to stumble and fall and I won’t
tolerate anything that might cause them to be hurt.”

Yet how often we as parents “tolerate” things
which are even more dangerous to their spiritual
lives — certain books, movies, habits of ours or
even certain friends.

But the world frowns on intolerance or on
selectivity from a moral viewpoint. It is ‘old-
fashioned’ not to be tolerant of everything today.
And so we give in.

Why? It is easier, first of all.
Secondly, we do not have strong enough con-

victions that we are right.
Thirdly, we hesitate to go against the opinion

of ‘gentle’ friends . . .
And so we ‘tolerate’ the stumbling blocks

which may very well injure our children someday
in their spiritual and moral climb.

Are there things in your life that Christ would
not tolerate? If so, give them to Him. Release
them. They aren’t worth risking the safety of your
family for.

Prayer: Dear Lord, give me the wisdom to know
those things You would not desire me to have in my
life. Give me strength to set them aside. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2020



“THE POLITE SIN . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Psalm 1;

I John 2:21-25

Tolerance is scarcely mentioned in the Bible.
Most concordances do not even list it. It is not
listed as a desirable Christian attribute nor essen-
tial to the law of love.

This is puzzling because today, especially, tol-
erance is a key word — not just in social and 
international circles, but in religious ones, as well.

Why is it so popular today? Is it a result of
concerned love, or can it be merely the lack of
informed — or convinced love? We say we believe
in letting people go their own ways and yet would
this hold true if we saw a person heading for a
precipice or some other sure death?

Perhaps what we call “love” and “respect” for
others’ belief, is in cold fact simply another exam-
ple of today’s indifference, today’s refusal to
become involved — today’s dislike of being set
apart or criticized or less popular . . .

Christian love honestly puts others f irst, it
loves so much it does get involved; it is so con-
vinced of the result of sin that it loses its fear of
appearing different so that another may be freed
from sin, too.

Be sure the tolerance you are so proud of is
not really a mask which conceals a lack of con-
viction — or fear of the crowd . . .

Prayer: Dear God, please make plain to me that
which is compromise, and that which is true
Christian compassion and understanding. May I
choose the Godly above polite sin.      AMEN

“FRIEND OR ENEMY?”

SCRIPTURE:
Matthew 5:43-48;

Galatians 2:20;
Ephesians 2:17, 18

A father once asked his son if he had any 
enemies. The boy answered — “To my face I have
only friends, but behind my back, I don’t know.”
This is so often true. People seldom show us 
hostility face to face, and it is hard sometimes to
know who our true friends are.

Yet even if we did know, how are we to act
toward those who are “enemies”? Christ said, “Love
them.” But this is not easy. We can avoid them. We
can ignore them. We can even give back what they
give us — but this is not love, is it? So how can we
be expected to love an unloveable person?

Look at them as Christ would. Why do they act
as they act? Is it something you do — or something
you are? Is it something they do — or perhaps
something they are? Guilt, a sense of inferiority,
inner hunger, irritation at home — many things cause
hostility. Yet you will f ind, once you have 
discovered the reason, that love comes easily. Why?
Because we only fight back when we feel threat-
ened, and once we realize that people cannot really
hurt us if we are Christ’s, once we realize that they
are in need of love — not fear — we can reach out
freely with love; we no longer need to hide, or
avoid, or react.

Prayer: Dear Lord, as You loved me in spite of
my many sins, so let me love those who fail me,
those who would hurt me. Continue to fill me with 
an overflowing, compassionate, seeing love, I pray.

AMEN

“BUT WORDS CAN NEVER HURT ME — ”

SCRIPTURE:
II Timothy 2:14-17a;

Psalm 26;
Psalm 141:3, 4

This old quotation of “sticks and stones” is not
really true. Words can hurt us spiritually. Words are
very effective. Today we know that the spoken and
written word is one of the most powerful weapons
known to man.

Today we read things like “God is dead”, our
children listen to atheistic arguments on campus. All
around us we read distorted words and twisted
concepts, wrong ideas.

Paul warns very strongly about the danger in this
insidious kind of influence. He likens it to gangrene
— a spiritual blood-poisoning which actually brings
about death of the soul.

When a Christian is constantly exposed to such
intellectual and spiritual poison, he is flirting with spir-
itual death, for without knowing it, this kind of evil
can be absorbed into the spiritual bloodstream and
thus begin its deadly work. Spiritual dying is very slow
and painless . . . you hardly know until it is 
too late.

How much profanity, scorn for God, belittling of
Jesus Christ does it require before you are hurt or
offended in your heart for Him? Or is your religion
such that your friends do not even expect you to
react? Does your faith merely tolerate, or can it
transform the atmosphere around you?

Prayer: O God, make my love for You so strong
that it can overcome and transform the atmosphere
of unbelief about me. Make me aware not only of
others’ words, but of the effect mine have upon my
friends, too, I pray. AMEN

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 
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“WHY DO YOU DO IT?”

SCRIPTURE:
Joshua 24:14-15; Philippians 1:21

What is it in your life that makes you want 
to do the right thing? Love for your parents? 
Fear of being punished? Pride in your own rep-
utation?

We should begin early to help our children 
understand and choose their basic motivation for 
the lives they will lead. When we are children, 
we are meant to respect parents’ wishes: God 
ordained this to be the beginning of our training. 
As we grow older, there comes the pride in want-
ing to do right because as individuals, we want 
to be right.

But as we grow into adulthood, we should 
go beyond even this — for we should strive to 
be better than our parents, and it is not always 
easy to know what is “right” by the world’s 
standards. What then? Who — or what — is 
our motivation?

Then there is God — not a “force,” not 
“positive thinking,” not your “inner man or best 
self ” — but God: the personal, dynamic spiritual 
Father who created each of us, who knows our 
capacities, abilities and weaknesses.

If we strive to please Him we will find our-
selves motivated in all areas of life — in small 
things and big, in crowds or alone. Anything 
worth doing is worth doing for Him,

Is this true for you yet? Is God your motiva-
tion in living . . . ?

Prayer: God, in my heart I know that in pleasing 
Thee, I can never be wrong nor will I need any 
other measure if I hold in my heart the pattern 
of Thy Son. AMEN

“THE HEART IS A REBEL . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Deuteronomy 21:18-21

Where is the place in God’s plan for the 
rebellious man? He makes trouble wherever he
goes for rebellion is unforgiving anger; it blinds
a man’s reason and multiplies anger as it goes.

When someone is angry with you, you do 
not want to agree with him but instead you 
become angry, too. Rebellion is willful dis-
obedience — and nowhere in God’s Word do 
we see that condoned.

Today, though, we see rebellion as a way of
life — against parent, school, government, and
God — rebellion against anything which places
any restriction upon the individual.

Yet look back at Christ: never once did He
rebel against civil authority — in spite of the 
fact that slavery was the way of life then and
Roman cruelty was unrelenting against the 
people. He did not rebel or retaliate even dur-
ing His own mockery of a trial. He bowed to 
the law and did what He could as an individual 
to right the wrong He saw among His own 
people, in the Temple. (John 2:13-16)

Of course the people were angry and dis-
satisfied. They would be angry with Him, today,
too . . . But rebellion is not the mark of God-
liness, but the mark of an undisciplined heart —
and God’s spirit will not reside in hearts where
there is anger, unforgiveness and rebellion; these
snuff out the life of the Spirit.

Prayer: O Lord, forgive me when I am tempted
to give in to my feelings of rebellion and anger
and disobedience. May I be reminded that this 
life really has no hold upon me unless I let it.

AMEN

“NEVER TOO YOUNG . . .
NEVER TOO OLD — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Proverbs 15:23; II Timothy 3:14-17

“He could swim before he could walk . . . 
he had skis before he had shoes . . . he was born 
to run — ” Many champions begin their train-
ing when they are children.

God desires this for His children. “Train up 
a child in the way he is to go and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.”

How early do we begin to train our children
to be skillful in the use of Scripture? Do we real-
ize that in their encounter with other religions 
and creeds, it is their one source of authority?
Frequently, on campus and in day-to-day living
they will meet those of other faiths — Muslims,
Jews and Buddhists; they will be challenged by
agnostics and atheists, humanists and deists. Will
they be able to speak with authority on their 
own faith? Or will they flounder, without prepa-
ration or experience — unable to either repre-
sent or defend their faith?

Many great Bible teachers say that what a
child memorizes before he is twelve never 
leaves him but can be repeated verbatim years
later. Memory is the tool with which know-
ledge is fashioned. How long since you have 
memorized a new verse or passage? It is never 
too late to learn. In God’s sight, we are always
children . . . 

Prayer: Dear Lord, as I go to Thy Word, grant
that it may become a part of me, wholly assimi-
lated into my life and spirit. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org
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“FAIR-WEATHER CHRISTIANS?”

SCRIPTURE:
Job 1:8-22, 42:10

God’s delight in Job’s faithfulness was 
mocked by Satan: “Of course Job loves you. 
Why not, God? You’ve given him everything a 
man could want. But just take it away — and 
watch him desert you!”

So God permitted Satan to strip Job of 
everything — his land, his family, his posses-
sions, his health — until only his life remained 
— and by that time, Job was so miserable he 
was not sure he wanted to go on living.

But — though he questions God, and though
his despair and bewilderment are often plain, 
Job never turns from God. He turns to Him with
his questions . . . and through it all, he con-
tinues to trust God’s wisdom, even in this darkest
of all times for him.

Not many of us have reached this stage of
maturity; must of us do not know God well 
enough to trust Him yet. This is the first prob-
lem. The second problem is that we do not be-
lieve our good fortune comes from God (though
when things go bad, we are quick to blame 
Him . . . ).

Job believed that “The Lord gave — and 
the Lord has taken away . . . blessed be the name
of the Lord.”

Do you really trust God’s love and provision
for you? Do you really believe He is Lord of 
your life? How would you stand up in such an
hour of testing . . . ?

Prayer. God, forgive me for being a “fair-weath-
er Christian” — for loving You only when things 
go well. Please give me the knowledge that in
ALL things, at ALL times You have Your hand
upon me.  AMEN (I Cor. 10:13)

“LIGHT FOR A DARK, GROPING WORLD”

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 4:1-11

Today is the day of philosophies — and we
will find that some are truly dangerous — ideas
that can twist and distort real truth into some-
thing far from God’s plan for us.

In these passages, see how cleverly Satan
quotes Scripture and how subtly he twists the
meaning each time . . . tempting Jesus to misuse
His power in order to prove Himself.

But see how quickly and concisely Jesus 
comes back with His own Scripture. In this in-
stance, He will not even enter into a dialogue 
with Satan; He knows precisely what it is Satan
wants to do — and He has no illusions about 
his changing his purpose.

How quick are you to detect the deceptions 
in today’s subtle ideologies? How accurately do 
you go to the heart of the false word and expose
it for what it is? Many young people today are
searching for Truth. God’s Word is Truth. It 
was sufficient for Jesus. Do you realize that in
His most critical hour of tempting, He used only
Scripture? He did not even trust His own powers
of logic to deal with this personification of evil.
God’s Word was His sole weapon: “Get thee 
hence, Satan! Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God!”

And the battle was over. It always is when 
we rely on God’s Word rather than our own, 
isn’t it?

Player: O God, forgive me when I doubt the 
power of Your Word. Each time I rely on my 
own cleverness, I fail and I am often put to 
shame when I should have been a light. Make 
me as faithful as Thy Son; give me wisdom and
faith, too, I pray. AMEN

“OLD-FASHIONED, IRRELEVANT?”

SCRIPTURE:
Hebrews 11:32-12:2; Joshua 4:21-24

Do you sometimes feel that the Bible could 
not possibly have anything to say regarding your
particular need or problem? Do you feel it is 
out of touch with today’s people?

Turn to Daniel — and see how those young
men stood against one of the most powerful 
pagan societies of all civilization . . . to I Samuel
16-31, the chapters describing David’s precar-
ious existence as a guerrilla, hunted by a mad-
dened King Saul.

Turn to Psalms and read the spiritual words 
of David’s life — his ups and downs, his despair,
his elation, his hope, his defeats, his victories.

Turn to Esther, the story of a woman who put
love for her people above her own safety 
. . . to Ruth, the well-known, much-loved story 
of a selfless daughter and how God blessed her.

Turn to Joshua and see how God led a man
who was totally dedicated to Him, who believed
in His power

Read Acts and learn what the early Christ-
ian, the first Church was like. Read Genesis from
beginning to end — even scanning through the
“begats” — for one of the most amazing stories 
of God’s ability to fulfill His promises through
men.

These were real people — with the same 
emotions, desires, fears and temptations that we
know today.

Prayer: God, I thank Thee that there are those 
who have known Thy mercy and faithfulness 
and that they can speak to me through Your 
Word. Please bring it alive in my heart and 
make me thirsty for its hidden “springs” of liv-
ing water. AMEN



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

“THE LISTENING HEART . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
II Chronicles 1:7-13;
Luke 2:39, 40, 41-52

When Solomon was about to ascend the throne 
of his father David, God asked what blessing he 
desired most. And Solomon, in this moving passage, 
replies, “Wisdom to rule my people.” And God was 
so pleased, He added unto wisdom all those things 
most men put first in life.

What is wisdom? It is not merely education, nor 
imagination . . . it is not intellect nor accomplish-
ment. It grows in the atmosphere of acute percep-
tion, the awareness of even insignificant things. It is 
the ability to discern the pattern of God’s hand in 
all things with equanimity while still retaining the 
awe for the Creator.

It is to wonder without doubting an infinite love.

Wisdom is realism tempered with mercy . . . know-
ledge which kneels in humility . . . counsel forever 
aware of its duty to God . . . and love that is not 
afraid to open its hand to a faltering, stumbling 
world. It is accepting man as the ore from which 
God molds His men, of accepting the man while 
wholly perceiving his humanness.

When a man has wisdom, he comes closest to the 
heart of God, for wisdom contains the fragrance of 
the universe, the very breath of God. It comes to 
the listening heart, not to the arrogant or proud . . .

Prayer: Lord, I would seek wisdom as Solomon 
sought it — not from men but from Thee. Grant me a 
heart that can hear You, Father, I pray . . . 

AMEN

“WHEN THEY HAVE IT ALL — AND IT 
IS NOTHING . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Ecclesiastes 6:1-11

Some years ago, a young minister, eager to go
into foreign missions — was asked instead to take the 
ministry of a wealthy parish. In his deep disappoint-
ment, he said, “I can’t see that God would need
me there . . . those people already have everything.
I’ve driven past their homes, I have seen their
well-dressed children, the cars and yachts, mink
coats and club memberships. Why would God send
me there when so many souls need Him — in other
parts of the world?”

Nevertheless, God led him to take this “over-
endowed” neighborhood and he had not been there
a month until he had found that a man’s material
possessions are not an indicator of his spiritual
vitality. For the same driving hunger, the hopeless
despair was here, too — hidden behind the exclusive
walls, muted by polite talk, camouflaged by edu-
cated pride — but sin, God-hunger, aloneness had
infested these, his people, as well.

He found that these who had everything, who
had come to the mountain-top materially only to
f ind an empty supply depot, were the most 
desperate, for they now had nowhere to go, except
to God Himself, and many of them did not know
how to begin. This was his ministry — and it is a
ministry God has given each of us who has found
Him, too.

Prayer: Lord, teach me to look into the hearts of
Thy people, to the aloneness and hunger there,
and let me not be indifferent to these. AMEN

“BE STILL, MY SOUL — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Mark 4:35-41

“Be still, my soul:
The Lord is on thy side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to thy God to order and provide 
In every change He faithful will 

remain.

Be still, my soul:
Thy God doth undertake
To guide the future as He has the
past.

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing
shake;

All my mysterious, shall be bright
at last.

Be still, my soul:
The waves and winds still know 
His voice Who ruled them while 
He dwelt below . . . ”

K. van Schlegel

Prayer: Lord God, it is so difficult to remain
still in the face of chaos and confusion, of hurt and
despair — Thy voice seems so far away. And yet we
know, that as surely as Thy word rebuked the threat-
ening storm on Galilee, it still rebukes those storms,
which today threaten our spiritual — our deepest be-
ings. God, make us more and more dependent upon
Thee, hear Thy voice first, do Thy bidding eagerly. 
We thank Thee, Father, for Thy love, for Thy son,
and for each other. AMEN

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272
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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org



“TAKE TIME TO PONDER . . . ”

SCRIPTURE:
Proverbs 30:11-31

The revealing passages, as much as any that
Solomon wrote, show the depth of his contem-
plation. None of these things are items which on the
surface seem important, yet see how each seemingly
insignificant observation has given him further
insight into truth . . . 

How often do you take time to ponder the
insignificant, the seemingly ordinary? Have you
watched a small child, completely absorbed in the
activities of a tiny beetle or ant? His whole 
attention is centered upon the why-and-wherefore
of this tiny activity. To him it is as important as all
other action: it is knowledge, a part of his world.

But as things press more heavily on us in the
adult world, as human voices demand more, the
quiet school of God’s world slowly recedes from us.

Still, deep in our hearts we all yearn to find again
the minutely, inf initely perfect world of the
Creator, to seek peace and order in the universal
rhythm of His earth. King Solomon apparently
never lost touch with this quiet source of power.
Undoubtedly it was at such times that God could
speak, that Solomon could hear — and wisdom was
born.

Take time yourself; make time for those in your
family to sit at His feet in the same way.

Prayer: Lord, to serve one must at first assimi-
late. To understand we must listen. Give us open
hearts — that we, too, may search for wisdom
and find it. AMEN

“HOW BIG ARE THE LITTLE ONES?”

SCRIPTURE:
Proverbs 6:16-19

When we think of things which God might
condemn, we are always inclined to think in terms
of great wickedness or someone else’s sin. Yet we
see in this passage that the things God abhors, looks
on with loathing, are the ordinary, everyday sins
which we all commit frequently.

The more we know of the heart of God, the
more we realize that those things which He detests
the most are those ‘human traits’ which we take
so lightly, even shrug off as acceptable. But these
are the qualities, these are the weaknesses which 
eventually break down communication between one
man and another, between a man and his God.

Look at arrogance — what does it do to commun-
ication between two men?

What does lying do to the bridge of confidence
and trust?

Murder, lust and rape — can this ever be the
basis for understanding?

Schemers, people doing the bidding of crime
— look what they do to society, the great cost, the
awful waste.

A false witness: who can stand before such a
one?

And how many today are sowing discord among
brothers and calling it a needed thing, a right 
philosophy . . .

Whatever hinders God’s work within the hearts
of men, whatever stands between man and his
glimpse of God — is wrong. Let us each examine our
own lives this day.

Prayer: Father, it is so much easier to blame
other people for the state of my world. Give me
grace to see only my faults, Lord. AMEN

“WHAT SHE CHOOSES TO MAKE IT — ”

SCRIPTURE;
Proverbs 31:10-31

A noted psychiatrist recently said that the
majority of his women patients were there because
of pressure brought on them to be something they
could not be, or to produce something they were
unable — or did not know how — to produce.
Today the word for success is ‘produce’ — but it
must be in terms the world can see and from which
it can directly benefit.

Therefore, business, the arts, civic responsi-
bilities raise their voices the loudest, and women
caught between the home and the drums of the
world, are literally torn in two.

A woman is a unique being, blessed in ways
of giving which are rare in a world where taking
is the rule. Her love can only live if it serves, can
only thrive if it is needed, and must keep holy that
one place which is hers alone to fill.

A home is not a houseful of furniture and
dishes, but a climate for growing children. Her
willingness to serve is not a debt to be repaid, but
a spontaneous warmth enabling them to flourish.
It is not a battleground for her rights, but a fortress
in which they are protected from outside cruelty,
and where they may wage their own inner wars. It
is a haven for her husband, an expression of love,
the accumulated treasures of her imagination,
devotion and dreams. What greater service can
she render any civilization?

Prayer: Father, may we grant to women the right
to be in essence what Thou has endowed them to
be. Whether in a family or the world, may they
reflect Thy unique love and compassion. AMEN

THURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAY



“LEST WE LOSE SIGHT OF THE GOAL”

SCRIPTURE:
I Corinthians 3:11-15

A boy and his father entered a hiking con-
test, the goal of which was to reach a village high
in the mountains before anyone else.

The father found a path with signs pointing
the way, and he set off at a steady stride. The
boy, however, refused to go on the path, choos-
ing instead to pick his way through the thorns,
and brambles, hidden ravines and rocky areas
of the raw mountain slopes.

The first day, they had to stop early because
the boy was so sore and so bruised he could not
go on, so the father stopped and attended to the
exhausted lad. In the morning, they set off again,
but still the boy refused to take the path. “I
want to blaze my own path! I don't want to use
someone else's. I want people to know I found
it alone.”

His father said, “You're forgetting the goal,
son. The goal is to arrive at the village first and
safely. This is not a contest to see who can blaze
the best trail.”

And God’s goal for us in this life is not to
see which of us can “blaze a trail to Him,” but
who can follow the Way He has provided. It was
Christ's mission to “blaze” our trail; our goal
is to reach God safely and quickly so that this
life can be one of effortless vitality in the en-
joyment of a world God has provided for us.
Those who refuse to accept God’s way will be
torn and bruised, exhausted long before the end.

Prayer: Lord, I thank Thee for preparing a
path before me.                      AMEN

“TO ASHES — OR STEEL — ”

SCRIPTURE:
Malachi 3:1-4

There is a difference, as we have said, be-
tween tempting and testing . . . Satan tempts —
God tests.

When a Christian is in God’s hand, truly
committed every hour of the day, things which
would tempt other men, only give the Christian
a chance to test his faith; he is closer to God, a
better man, when it is over.

There is a difference between burning up,
and tempering. To burn up is to destroy or con-
sume; to temper is to refine or make purer.

Things which would destroy most men or
literally consume them, temper the Christian —
make him finer, more able to withstand.

What spiritual stuff are you made of? When
a crisis comes, do your intentions burn up like
sheets of paper, scattering ashes and debris all
over?

Or, like Damascus steel, does your life take
on a glow and radiance, reflecting the fact that
God is testing your mettle, tempering your
“metal?” —leaving you purer, stronger, more fit
to serve Him?

A crisis never makes a man something other
than he was. It can only reveal what he is made
of . . .

Are you a paper man — or one made by
God?

Prayer: Lord, it is so easy to resist the fires of
this life — to run from them, fearing destruction
and ruin. O Father, grant me trust in Thy wis-
dom, in knowing that Thou wilt never test me
beyond my strength . . .              AMEN
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The thought begins in the Bible verse;
please take the time to read it f irst . . . 

For information regarding these devotions —
write Daily Family Devotions,
P. O. Box 1246, Pacific Palisades, Ca. 90272
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“COMFORT IS A CLEANSED HEART”

SCRIPTURE:
Psalms 51:1-12

Have you ever done something wrong and 
then have had a friend tell you not to “feel bad” 
— it wasn’t really wrong at all?

Is this comfort? Not really, because inside 
you know it was wrong.

How often have you given this kind of “com-
fort” to someone? Why did you do it? Because 
you were afraid to lose their friendship? Be-
cause your sense of right and wrong is twisted?

A true friend desires the best for his friend 
. . . desires him to be the best. It takes a great 
deal more courage to tell someone you love that 
he is wrong than it does to try to “comfort” 
him in doing wrong.

True comfort is that which soothes, but a 
man who feels guilty, can never be at ease, or 
feel “soothed.” In fact, he often turns most 
bitterly against those who do not have the in-
tegrity to tell him he is wrong.

God never grants His comfort to a man who 
continues to do wrong — who refuses to repent 
or admit he is at fault, and without the assur-
ance of divine comfort, comfort from others will 
never be enough. We constantly keep seeking 
more assurance, more comfort, more support. 
Do you know someone like this? Are you one 
of them?

Prayer: Dear Lord, I know my heart can never 
know real comfort unless I am free of the bit-
terness, anger, or nagging guilt I may have. 
Lord, grant me Thy comfort, Thy peace—Thine 
assurance, I pray Thee.                AMEN

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
Daily Family Devotions

Tel: (818) 457-1798  •  info@dailyfamilydevotional.org

For information regarding these devotions, contact:
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“FROM SMALL VICTORIES TO LARGE”

SCRIPTURE:
II Peter 1:3-11

A hometown philosopher once said, “The
major crises determine events — the minor ones
mold the man.”

This is true in the Christian life too. We can
usually remember the major decisions we have
made that have affected our future — which
college, job, group of friends — but seldom do
we pay much attention to those “minor crises”
which arise daily, silently molding us into what
we are.

Every decision we make leaves us either
stronger or weaker, a better person or a lesser
one than we were. And the course by which you
make a minor decision will be the same pattern
you use for a major one.

But sometimes it is only as you face a major
crisis, that you are revealed to others and to
yourself as what you really are.

What has become your pattern if you are
faced by a “crisis?” Do you ask someone else?
Choose the easiest way — follow the crowd? Or
do you ever try to see the situation from an
outside viewpoint — as God sees it, determining
what it is He may desire from you at this time?

Without a real sense of  God in your life, any
crisis can be a terrifying ordeal: you are afraid
to go on and yet you cannot remain indecisive.
And it can be a time of danger, too, should you
make the wrong choice.

Prayer: I ask Thee, Father, for wisdom in daily
living. Make me aware of how important even
“small” decisions can be in my witness, in my
relationship with Thee. Guide me, I pray. AMEN

“COMFORT IS KNOWING GOD IS THERE”

SCRIPTURE:
Isaiah 40:1, 2; II Corinthians 1:3-7

What is comfort? Probably the closest word
to it is “ease.” When we comfort someone, we
ease their hurt or sorrow.

Throughout the Bible, we read of God “com-
forting” His people, and usually this was by re-
assuring them of His love, His presence among
them, His knowing. His understanding.

Comfort does not always mean the removal
of the cause of the hurt; it can not always change
the situation — and we must remember this.
When we go to comfort people, they do not ask
us to change the world, or that we do the im-
possible . . . merely that we understand their
grief and assure them that God still stands be-
sides them, though they cannot see Him through
their tears.

And this is the comfort God promises us.
This was what Isaiah's prophecy meant: “Com-
fort ye my people —” And so our Lord God
came among us, to ease the hurt, lighten the load
as only He can. He did not change things around
us, but His presence beside us has made the dif-
ference.

We can do no more than God did for us:
offer our Lord, the comfort of His love and
tremendous understanding, to those who suffer.
The greatest, and only real comfort we can give
each other is the assurance of God’s presence.

Prayer: God, may I learn to understand the
meaning of Thy comfort, the deep strength and
abiding peace it gives to us who need it. Lord,
make me an instrument of Thy comfort. AMEN

“THE COMFORT
OF ANOTHER’S STRENGTH—”

SCRIPTURE:
I Samuel 23:15-18

How often have you been comforted by the
strength of a friend? We all have times when
our own strength has failed — when we cannot
seem to pray for ourselves or someone very dear
to us, when we have grieved so long, or worked
so hard, that our strength is gone.

It is at times like these that the strength of
a friend is like the hand of God—when his
words are like oil on our raw, quivering spirits
— when his hope and encouragement is like a
light in a dark hall.

Yet, there is that added quality which even
the strength of a friend must have if it is to be
lasting . . . the knowledge that that friend is in
turn offering to us that which he has found in
God; that which is authentic and not merely vain
or pacifying efforts which have no real root in
any truth.

It is strange, but only God’s assurance can
wholly still our fears; David would not have
been comforted by Jonathan's words if he had
not realized that God Himself had revealed His
plan to Jonathan. But when both men were com-
mitted to God, then each had more to offer the
other.

Never offer less than this to one who needs
you. Let God be your assurance before you offer
assurance to a friend.

Prayer: Dear God, You come to us in so many
ways — through friends, through a verse of
Scripture, through prayer, even through the quiet-
ness You grant us in times of greatest need. Thank
You.                          AMEN
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