
The thought begins in the Bible verse;   

please take the time to read it first. 
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“AS LONG AS I HAVE LIFE, 

I WILL SERVE THEE” 

SCRIPTURE: John 13:1-17; 19:26, 27 

In a large metropolitan hospital, a woman stood 
by the elevator on the oncology floor where many 
patients were fighting terminal cancer. She had been 
watching a man with the usual ravages of the disease, 
slowly walking the corridors, going into rooms, waving 
a greeting, quietly touching a shoulder here and there, 
and always with a warm smile. 

She turned to the technician beside her and said, 
“Why is he wearing himself out so?” The technician 
replied quickly, “He is not wearing himself out — he is 
shining himself up. He tells us this is how Christ spent 
His last hours, and so he is trying to do the same.” 

We cannot all spend our last moments in the same 
way. But as long as God gives us breath or any means 
of communication, there is someone He has for us to 
reach, even if it is just to reassure the nurses that we are 
not afraid . . . to tell the doctor we understand the 
despair that must often threaten to make him cynical 
and hopeless . . . to share with our friends those things 
we have learned in our confinement so that they may be 
helped in their time of need. 

Christ spent His entire life passing along the 
goodness and knowledge of God. Now we stand in the 
breach — where He once stood — and it is up to us to 
give hope and courage and a good witness to those who 
watch so wistfully, hoping to glimpse someone who goes 
into the new land unafraid and confident!   (For deep 
comfort, read PS 116.) 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, I know there will always be times 

when I am not brave, times when doubt will taunt me, 

but help me in those times to turn to Your blessed 

Word and find solace and reassurance. You have 

promised never to leave me nor forsake me*, and I 

stand on those words dear Lord. Be with me and make 

me a light for those who still seek Thee.    AMEN 

 

*Heb l3:5, 6 

“HE KNOWETH THY FRAME HE 
REMEMBERETH” (Ps 103:14) 

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 37 

Recently in a certain city, a young politician was 
making an effort to run against the mayor whose 
backers were men involved in powerful, illegal 
enterprises. 

He had known it would be a bitter battle, but he 
was unprepared for the personal attack and the 
feeling of total defeat. 

When it was over, even those friends, business 
allies, family and church friends who had not 
withdrawn their support throughout the difficult 
campaign, began to show subtle changes in their 
attitude toward him. 

His wife became ill from the strain, their own 
relationship was worn thin, and his struggle 
against bitterness and depression was 
overwhelming. 

Then his priest came to him one day and said, 
“Sit back and close your eyes and let me read to 
you.” He opened the Bible and read the final 
chapters of Jesus life . . . the  betrayal of  Judas, 
the weakness of Peter, the fickleness of the mobs,  
the indifference of the disciples . . .  the rapid loss  
of credibility, reputation, title, respect . . . and 
finally death.* 

When the priest had finished reading, he said, 
“Only when we experience the demise of our own 
efforts, do we reach out for the hand of God. This, 
man, is when your relationship with Him begins. 
Be still and know that He is God.”   (Psalm 46:10) 

 
Prayer: Dear Father, it is hard for me to be a 
child before Thee. But help me to trust in Your 

love and to abide by Your law so that, as Your 

Son Jesus Christ grew in favor and in stature be- 
fore men, I too shall learn Thy will.    AMEN 

 
* Mark 14:26 to 15:39 
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  “NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP” 

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 51:10-14; I Peter 3:21 

“The glory of the good is in their 

conscience, and not in the tongues of men. 

A good conscience is able to bear very 

much, and is cheerful in adversities. 

“Thou shalt rest sweetly if thy heart do 

not condemn thee.” 
Thomas à Kempis 

 

We all have been kept awake by something we 

have done or said that day. It seems the farther we 

go into the night, the less defense we have against 

our own corruption. 

When these times come, use them to ask 

forgiveness of the Father. Then ask Him to give you 

the opportunity to make right the wrongs you have 

done. God will forgive you if you are truly sorry. 

And when you feel that, you will go in the right 

spirit to your friend. 

And if someone has wronged you, He will give 

you the grace to make it easier for them, should they 

too, feel the need of forgiveness. (I John 1:9) 

 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord, as You gave Peter three* times 

to say he was sorry for the times he betrayed 

Thee, so may I learn to forgive others as You for- 

give me. Help me each night to cleanse my heart 

so that I may meet the new day with a newness of 

spirit that is free of the weight and debris of the 

day before.    AMEN 

 

*Mark 14:66-72; John 21:7, 15-17 
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“JUST AS I AM” 

SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:6-11; Psalm 34:14-18 

 

“Let every man come to God in his own way. God 
made you on purpose and me on  purpose, and He 
does not say  to you, ‘Repent and feel as another 
feels, but come just as you are, with your mind, 
heart, education, and circumstance. 

“Again God speaks to you as to the flowers, and 
says, ‘Come with the form and nature that I gave 
you. If you are made a violet, come as a violet.’ If 
you are a shrub, do not desire to be a tree. 

“Let everything abide in the nature which I gave it, 
and grow to the full excellence that is contained in that 
nature.” 

H. W. Beecher 

 

 
This present generation is told to “love yourself!” 

but that is not enough without the knowledge that 
the reason we love ourselves is because we are loved 
by God and preciously unique to Him. 

The only way we can believe this is to accept Him 
as a personal, loving God — not an inanimate Force or 
nebulous Power. 

Christ spoke with Him as His Father. If we are 
to follow our Lord at all, we will follow Him in this. 

Think of yourself as His child — put your hand 
in the hand of His Son, and go with Him to the Father. 

 

 
Prayer: Dear God, I look around at others who seem so 

gifted and strong. Please help me now to look at myself 

as Your child, and to begin to discover the things I can 

do for You, to make Your earth a little lovelier for 

others.    AMEN 

“YES, HE HAS BEEN THERE” 

“For He (Christ) was tempted (tested) in 

all points like as we, yet without sin.” 

II Tim 3:16 

Can you really believe this statement? Hasn’t 
there been a time in your life when you said, “Lord, 
You never went through this!” 

— Betrayal by one to whom you have given so much 
of yourself?    (Luke 22:28-34; 39-62) 

— Loneliness in a relationship that should be close 
but is a wilderness instead?    (Mark 14:32-42) 

— Humiliation so devastating that people will 
never look at you the same again? 

     (Mat 27:24-31) 

— Your credibility wiped out in one sweep — so that 
people will never trust you again? 

     (Mat 27:37-44) 

— Defenselessness in the face of evidence so 
convincing that you are powerless to refute? 

    (Mark 14:53-65; 15:1-5) 

— Dying — before you feel you have finished your 
work?    (John 14:1-9) 

— Thinking you had accomplished your objective 
only to find people have twisted and misused it? 

(Mark 15:6-15) 

The people and situations themselves may differ 
but remember: the emotions they evoke are the 
same, and it is these that threaten the life of the 
spirit — it is these emotions we take to the Lord. 

 
Prayer: Holy Father, I thank Thee once more for 

having Thy Son go before us in all the vicissitudes of 

this life, to blaze the difficult path, to set a light on the 

way, and to leave His footprints to give us confidence 

that “He has passed this way before us.”    AMEN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“DID THEY SAY IT WOULD BE EASY?” 

SCRIPTURE: Mal 3:1-2; John 16:33; Rom 5:3-5 

This earthly life has been called many things: 
spiritual boot camp, hell on earth, devil’s play- 
ground, dead end, a crazy maze, an exercise in 
futility. The Bible likens it to a potter’s kiln; Christ 
says it will be full of tribulation. And Malachi calls 
God’s Spirit a “refiner’s fire.” (Handel, in his 
masterpiece, “The Messiah” — which is based on 
scripture — gives that a major theme.) 

All these indicators should give us an insight into 
the nature of our life here, then. 

But why does God do this to us? He does not do 
it to us; we have done it to ourselves — we have 
initiated the consequences by our own disobedience 
to His laws and our refusal to respond to His love. 

What God does do is to offer to make us fit once 
more to return to our rightful place as the people we 
were designed by Him to be! 

One thing a boot-camp, refiner’s fire, and a 
kiln all have in common: each is designed as a step 
toward perfecting something for service. The camp 
was to make the soldier ready to be obedient, 
physically fit, no longer self-centered, part of a 
greater unit, and trained to a single purpose. 

The kiln makes permanent the color and design 
and durability of the vessel. 

The refiner’s fire brings the dross and impurities 
to the surface where they can be skimmed off and the 
resulting metal fit for fashioning and use. 

We are God’s supreme creation — and He will 
do all He can to help us return to our initial beauty 
and power and purpose in the universe. 

 
Prayer: God, my Creator and Father, I thank Thee 

for Thy plan for my life and for the intricate ways in 

which You are molding me and making me 

acceptable once more. Grant me insight, Lord, as I 

submit myself to Thy loving hands.   AMEN 

 


