
AUGUST MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DAN 
 

Dear Friends, 

What an awesome God we serve! As I write this letter to you, we are preparing to launch our 2022 VBS, 
“Monumental; Celebrating GOD’S Greatness,” and celebrate our one year anniversary here at OEPC! The 
theme of this year’s VBS centers around the amazing story of Joseph and all that God did in and through 
him! The kid’s will walk through the story; from Joseph’s dreams, slave hood, prison time, and later on to 
his being placed as second in command over all of Egypt. The week covers these aspects of Joseph’s life 
along with certain Bible points for each day. As I was reflecting on these verses, Day two jumped out at 
me. The verse is actually taken from Joshua 1:9, which fits into the story of Joseph’s time in prison. The verse 
says, “For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”    

I’m not sure about you but this verse rings so true! From time spent this summer on the road with family 
vacation, to the daily rhythms of everyday life, to the crazy and continually perilous way our world seems 
to be spinning out of control, this truth is not only encouraging but it’s foundational to where our trust lies. 
I wonder if you find yourself looking to your bank account, job security, family relationships, or simply 
hopes and dreams for the future, and find yourself saying, “If only I can make it to this position in life, if only 
I get this promotion at work, if only I meet this person, then all my troubles will melt away…?” Do you ever 
find yourself thinking those thoughts? The weight of this verse, I find, reminds me that God is with me 
wherever I go. And so when we find ourselves in temptations’ way, or we find that we are locked in a 
‘prison’ going nowhere, or that our close friend or family member have ‘sold us,’ out (in whatever way), God 
is with us.   

Does that thought bring you hope today? Back in June, I had the privilege of attending the General 
Assembly of our denomination, and one of the main thrusts of that ‘conference’ was to come back (as 
leaders of our church) and help prepare our congregations for coming persecution. (Friends, this kind of 
talk isn’t something one normally hears at an Evangelical Presbyterian conference.) So when it was one of 
the main focus of our time together I sat up and paid attention! Not to sound alarmist, but we as 
Christians need to be ready for whatever may come. We need to know what we believe and why, and be 
prepared to share the hope of the Gospel. In John 16 Jesus says, “In this world you will have trouble, but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” Part of that ‘knowing’ comes from the peace we have that ‘the 
Lord is with us wherever we go.’ (More to come on this subject as we move through the year.) 

We are excited for all the opportunities that God is giving us to share the gospel (which by the way, was 
the second main thrust of GA. ) here at OEPC. I hope you took the opportunity to do that very thing in the 
community event that took place at the end of July!  Watch for another event coming this fall involving 
music!  Come September you will have the opportunity to join the Adult Education Class as we look at a 
‘Practical Guide to Culture; Helping the Next Generation Navigate Today’s World.” I have the unique 
privilege of facilitating a discussion on this topic as we use John Stonestreet and Brett Kunkle’s book to 
help us down this road. I hope that you will avail yourself to all the upcoming opportunities to share the 
love of Jesus with your friends and we remember that ‘God is with us wherever we go!’ Blessings and see 
you all in church. 

 

Pastor Dan  


