
Dear Church Family, 
 

Can you believe fall is upon us?  I’m not sure about you, but I think my head is still spinning from summer and all 

that went on here!  From VBS, our Community event in late July, Student Life Youth camp in August, school starting 

up, another amazing community event with the Grey Havens Band joining us in mid-September, and an incredible 

youth/family open house (just to name a few) Wow! God is good! I have been blessed to watch and partner with 

you in these moments as you shared the love of Jesus with so many folks. Thank you!   
 

So… Are we done? Sometimes we can feel like we are. I know in our Sunday morning class we’ve been focused upon 

some of the hot-button issues that are swirling around in our culture and wondering how to approach them through 

a Christian world-view. I must admit it’s rather daunting! The temptation is to give up. Do you remember what the 

Psalmist says in Psalm 137?  “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. There on the 

poplars we hung our harps, for there our captors asked us for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy: they 

said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” How can we sing the songs of the Lord while in a foreign land?” I wonder if 

you can relate? Here God’s people had been carted off to a foreign land and their captors wanted them to sing 

songs of joy to the Lord! Seriously? How could they ask for such a thing? Didn’t they know the torment God’s people 

were in? So what was the temptation for God’s people? Wasn’t it simply to give-up, hang their harps on a tree and 

go home? That was the temptation. Alastair Begg writes in his book, “Brave by Faith” as an encouragement for such 

a soul, for such a perspective on life. He writes, “God’s people could know that there would always be something to 

sing about because Babylon would not win and Babylon would not endure, for a stone would smash it and grow into 

a mountain.” What was that rock that would ‘smash’ Babylon and grow into a mountain? It’s none other than the 

Lord Jesus Christ! “He is the stone that the builders rejected that has become the chief corner stone.” Friends, it’s 

easy to get discouraged with all that is happening around the world, all that is happening right in our own back 

yards. But God is faithful, he is in charge, and he is the victor, now, and in the end!  So don’t hang-up your ‘harps,’ 

don’t give up or give in, the Lord is on your side, and he is faithful to his plan and will see it completed. 
 

Friends there are lots of things that are happening here at OEPC. The Architectural Review Team is up and running!  

(Such a statement most likely brings questions to your mind? Good!)  That’s why the ‘ART’ team is preparing ‘town 

hall’ gatherings this fall. Watch the e-news for times and dates! The youth group is back into a ‘regular rhythm,’ 

meeting on Wednesday evenings. Two Sundays ago all the youth, plus their parents and any other siblings met at 

the manse for a cookout and a time for folks to just get to know each other. (There were approximately 40 people in 

attendance) We are excited for this group as we look to expand the Wednesday evening youth night to include 

families come January. (Again, watch for more information on how you might help with this.) We are excited that 

Sunday Morning Sunday School (for all ages) is up and running. We are thankful that the nursey has re-opened its 

doors to welcome our growing number of infants! Maybe you’ve looked around on Sunday morning and noticed 

some new faces? God is good! For that reason we are planning to have a new member’s class soon! The Men’s Bible 

Study is gathering again. The Women’s Ministry is in full swing with Sisters of the Word and a possible women’s 

retreat on the horizon. Senior Fellowship got off to a great start! Why am I saying all this? Because God is moving 

here at OEPC! He is calling and challenging us to go deeper, to be on the lookout for the Spirit’s movement and for 

us to join in. May I encourage you to not loose heart, don’t hang up your harp, instead ask God how and where he is 

calling you to serve and grow this year.   

 

Blessings!   

Pastor Dan 
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