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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
The month of September always brings changes. The seasons
change from Summer to Autumn. Schedules change as schools and
colleges begin a new school year. The church calendar quickly fills up
as various ministries resume and new ones begin.
The ongoing COVID saga imposes even more changes, as the delta
variant asserts itself and vaccines move from “emergency” status to
attaining full FDA approval. Will businesses mandate immunization?
Will schools mandate face masks? How will this affect our church services and ministries?
As I write this, we still plan to lift some of the protocols we have been
following and move toward the “new normal” beginning on September
12th. Social distancing in the sanctuary, mask-wearing for the unvaccinated and others who prefer to wear them, availability and use of
hand sanitizer will continue.
Bibles and hymnals will return to the pews. Offering plates will be
passed. Sunday School classes and congregational singing can resume. Scaled back Fellowship Time will be offered in the Polar Café
area.
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While these might be welcome changes to many, others will find their
comfort levels tested. Many will choose to continue to wear a face
mask—even while singing. That is alright. Each of us is encouraged
to do what we feel is necessary to protect ourselves and each other
and stay healthy.
One thing that will not change this September is the 62nd Annual Men’s
Chicken Barbecue, scheduled to take place on September 11 th (4:00
pm to 7 pm). It’s not too late to purchase tickets ($10 for adults, $5 for
children) and enjoy a generous serving of chicken along with coleslaw,
corn-on-the-cob, a beverage and pie or cake for dessert. Proceeds
support Christian Camp Scholarships.
Of course, the most important thing that will not change this September (or ever) is God’s promise to be with us and sustain us through all
the changes and challenges of life in this world. The changing status
of America’s presence in Afghanistan, the fluctuation of COVID-related
advice and restrictions and shifts from virtual to in-person (or from inperson to virtual) interactions at school and work can sometimes overshadow our awareness of God’s abiding presence. Stress can overwhelm the calm assurance and inner peace God offers.
Even when—perhaps especially when—things seem out of control.
Take a moment to reflect on God’s unchanging faithfulness and remember that God is in control. No matter what else changes, that will
not!
Pastor Gregg Mayberry

Courageous Communications: For the Faint of Heart, For the Bold
In a world of divisiveness, how do you determine what course of action to take? What if you are inclined to do
one thing, but then you have this nagging feeling that maybe you should be taking a different path? How do
you speak up when you disagree with someone or witness injustice? How do you find unity when you are not
in the same place with your family, friends, or church?
You are invited to join an interactive discovery of options and watchouts to learn how to shorten the distance
between your head and heart with prayer, spiritual practices, prayer, conversation, and even more prayer. Join
Naomi Garcia, Associate Director for change, systems, conflict…4 good of the Michigan Conference of The
United Methodist Church, as she informs, challenges, comforts, and coaches us on this journey of faith and
grace-building.
In line with Jesus’ teachings and the spirit of the Wesley tradition of holy conferencing, attend this special
workshop to learn practices to move forward to be better on your own, and for us to do better together. Use
these life skills to help you navigate challenging pathways across a broad range of circumstances, venues, and
topics. Bring your questions and get some advice from our presenter and from each other.
Join us: Saturday, September 25, 2021, 1:00--3:30 pm, Big Beaver United Methodist Church, 3753 John R
Road, Troy. You are welcome to come early to enjoy a light lunch beginning at 12:15 pm.
Please RSVP for this program to Chris Hill at chill0509@aol.com or (248) 689-5323 (home)
by September 21; please indicate if you will be coming early for lunch at 12:15.
Sponsored by the All of Us team, a collaborative effort between First United Methodist Church of Troy and
Big Beaver United Methodist Church.

Thank You for Welcoming the Stranger, for Loving Your Neighbors!
Thank you, Big Beaver Church members, for your ongoing ministry to the newest Americans—refugees who
are fleeing dangerous situations in their homelands to seek safety and a new beginning for their families here in
southeastern Michigan.
In the past couple months, with the generous support of in-kind donations from our congregation and by using a
small amount of BBUMC’s UMCOR Mustard Seed Migration grant funds, 4 individuals from Freedom House
and 2 Samaritas New Americans client families have received assistance in settling into their own apartments in
Clinton Township, Detroit, and Lincoln Park. They are delighted and grateful to receive the essential items you
have provided—pillows, beds, bedroom and bathroom linens, kitchenware, tables, chairs, sofas, lamps, a TV
and TV stand, fans, and much more! They have expressed their great appreciation for the blessings you have
shared, as have Pastors Gertrude Mukalay and Pastor John Kabala of the French United Methodist Church and
Samaritas staff.
Several BBUMC members accepted the invitation of the French UMC to attend their lively musical worship
service in August—the guests were warmly welcomed and enjoyed music, dancing, and refreshments! The pastor shared the congregation’s appreciation of the support that BBUMC has provided to its members.
Additionally, BBUMC is pleased to be in special partnership with Samaritas New Americans and the International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit. Consistent with our Church Unique team’s developing vision for our
church to share God’s blessings with everyone through service, clients of these agencies will have the opportunity to participate in ESL for Citizenship language classes to be held during the week at BBUMC. We are
blessed to participate in this exciting and fulfilling community opportunity by extending our outreach, hospitality, and ministry to our newest neighbors.
Many are blessed through the hospitality and generosity of BBUMC. We will continue to engage with and support the ministries of the French UMC and Samaritas as we work together to welcome the stranger, as Christ has
directed. Thank you for your warm and important response.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE – AUGUST 2021
It is hard to believe that summer is quickly coming to an end, school will be starting back up
again, and fall is not far off. Of course, fall means that it will be time for our annual Stewardship Campaign. That tells me that our Stewardship Committee has a lot of work ahead of us
– especially this year.
Unfortunately, I seem to be the bearer of dismal news this year. We continue to see expenses
outweighing our receipts. Overall, giving is down and does not seem to be rebounding, even
as we see more and more people joining us in-person for Sunday worship services. Compared to last year at this time, when we expected a drop in giving due to the pandemic, our
general fund receipts are already down $20,000. Below is a comparison of receipts and expenses as of July 31 compared to 2020:
2021
2020
Receipts
$187,171 $207,901
Expenses $190,450 $188,627
Anyone that has been considering switching to EFT payments and would like to give it a try,
now would be a great time to do that. You can find more information in the Donate tab of
our updated church website (www.bbumchurch.org) or feel free to contact me with questions.
In His Service,
Joe Lorenz, Stewardship Chair

Check out some new books for the children’s library. Happy Reading!
• All are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold: A picture book that’s perfect for the beginning of
school. Welcoming everyone.
• The Colors of Us by Karen Katz and Shades of People by Shelley Rotner: Picture books
about noticing the differences in the way people look and that everyone is beautiful.
• Dreamers by Yuyi Morales: An immigrant story picture book
• Stepping Stones by Margriet Ruurs: A refugee family’s story picture book
• God’s Dream by Desmond Tutu: A board book about racial diversity
• What was the March on Washington? By Kathleen Krull and What were the Negro
Leagues? By Varian Johnson: Chapter books for kids 8-12

Noisy Sunday
Get your change ready! August 29 is Noisy Sunday. The money collected will go to shipping
costs for the Operation Christmas Child boxes. There will be a bucket in the Narthex and in
the bin outside the main doors that you may put your Noisy Sunday offering. Thank You!
th

Personal Care Items Needed
The school year has begun and we are again collecting personal care items for a Troy middle
school. The following items are needed and may be dropped off in the bin in the vestibule:
toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouth wash, deodorant (male and female), face wash (can be face
wipes, face bars, scrubs, etc.), body soap/bars of soap, shampoo, conditioner, laundry pods,
dryer sheets, feminine hygiene products (pads). These items can be sample size, travel size,
from hotels, regular size, anything! If you buy in bulk, they will be separated. Also needed:
Cantu Coconut Curling Cream – available at Target.
If you leave items in the bin outside the main doors, please label them “MS personal care
items.”
Thank you for your support!

Sunday School Kickoff
On Sunday, September 12, the Sunday school children in PreK – 5th grade will kick off the new
school year with a day of fun activities. All children are welcome to attend. Any youth who
wish to participate are welcome as well. We will be meeting in Room # 7 & 8 following the
Blessing of the Backpacks at the 10:00am service.

Love Boxes
Love boxes are packages sent out twice a year to college students filled with lots of goodies to let
them know we are thinking about them. If you have someone in your family who is in college and
you would like them to receive a box, please contact Becky Lorenz (blorenz@bbumchurch.org ) before October 8th , with their name and current address.
We welcome donations of individually packaged treats, which can be placed in the box in the Narthex. Examples include pudding, mac and cheese, and granola bars.
If you prefer, monetary donations are accepted. If you donate money, please place it in an envelope
with Love Boxes written on the memo line.
Checks can be made to BBUMC.
Thanks so much for all your support!

COFFEE HOUR RETURNS!
Coffee Hour will return on Sunday, September 12th in the Polar Café, following
the 10:00 worship service. It will be a very simple fellowship time with coffee and
light refreshments. We appreciate your patience while we transition back to
’normal’. Thank You.

Annual BBUM Men’s Barbecue!
Saturday, September 11th from 4:00pm—7:00pm
Meal includes:
Chicken, Corn on the Cob, Coleslaw, Beverage and Dessert
Tickets on sale now!!
$10.00 ~ Adults

$ 5.00 ~ Children (4-12)

Children under 4 ~ Free

Make checks payable to: Big Beaver United Methodist Men.
For more information, please contact Clayton Osburn: 248-879-6371

It’s time to get back in the swing of things! Chapel Bells will rehearse on Wednesdays at 6:00pm. Our first rehearsal will be on
September 15! Please let me know if you are interested in being a
part of this fun group! We need lots of people to have a full ensemble with the availability of subs!
Our first Chancel Choir rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 15 at 7:00 p.m. These rehearsals will last approximately one hour and are always full of fun and fellowship, so why
don’t you come and join us?
Please see Julie Kohring for more information.

Faithful and Inclusive: The Bible, Sexuality, and the United Methodist Church
Join us!! You are invited to participate in a new short-term study group during the month of October following
the 10:00 am worship service. The class will begin on Sunday, October 3 and run through Sunday, October 31
from approximately 11:15 am – 12:30 pm.
Using the video series Faithful and Inclusive: The Bible, Sexuality and the United Methodist Church, we will
navigate through this topic so you gain your own perspective and understanding of how United Methodists can
be both obedient to Scripture and fully welcoming of LGBTQ persons in the church. United Methodist pastor
Rev. Rob Fuquay, creates a safe space to explore this topic through a 5-week video study. We’ll look at how
United Methodists interpret Scripture, Old and New Testament passages related to sexuality, the influence of
culture, what Christ said, and what this means for us today. The class will be led by Julie Kohring and Keith
Howard. Light refreshments will be served. For questions or to register for the class, please contact Becky
Lorenz at blorenz@bbumchurch.org or 248-689-1932.

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation classes will be beginning Wednesday, November 10th. More information will be coming
soon. If you have a 8th grade student who is interested in Confirmation, please contact Becky Lorenz at
blorenz@bbumchurch.org

Reduce the Risk
This year’s Reduce the Risk trainings will be held on Thursday, September 30, Tuesday, January 25 and
Wednesday, April 27 at 6:30 pm in the Quad rooms. This training is for people who are interested in
working with children and youth and have not been recertified in the past 3 years or haven’t taken the
training previously. Please contact Becky Lorenz at 248-689-1932 or blorenz@bbumchurch.org if interested.

Thank You!
Thank you to all the families and volunteers that made VBS 2021 a success! Without the support of the
many volunteers, we wouldn’t have been able to offer the children an opportunity to learn more about
God’s love for them.

Have you started packing your shoebox yet? Completed shoeboxes are due on Sunday, October 31. If
you haven’t picked up your box yet, get one in the vestibule. $9 in shipping costs (cash or check made
out to BBUMC) may be included in the box.

3rd Grade Bible Presentation
Bibles will be presented to the 3rd grade students on Sunday,
September 12.

All children, youth and school personnel are welcome to bring their
backpacks or school bags with them to church on Sunday, September 12
so that they can be receive a blessing and a small gift for the new school
year.

World Communion Sunday
On October 3, 2021, we will celebrate World Communion Sunday. Not only do we have the opportunity to break
bread with our brothers and sisters around the globe, but all contributions collected on this UMCOR Special Sunday will be donated to international or national graduate and undergraduate students who are often overlooked.
Half of the offering will benefit World Communion Scholarships for graduate students from the U.S. and other
countries; the remainder will assist Ethnic Scholarships for U.S. and international undergraduates studying in the
U.S. and Ethnic In-Service Training.
Our gifts on this day empower tomorrow’s leaders, and change us to make a better present and future United Methodist Church. Leadership and ethnic scholarships and training programs for students, who are gifted and qualified,
will benefit from your donations, so please give generously. — Thank you, the Missions Team
Church Announcer To Read on World Communion Sunday ----Today we are raising up new leaders to transform the world!
Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.”
On this day, World Communion Sunday, we are able to donate a special offering to support scholars in their education. Because of our giving at this time, the most powerful tool to change the world is in more hands. Half of our
offering will benefit World Communion Scholarships for graduate students from the U.S. and other countries; the
remainder will assist Ethnic Scholarships for U.S. and international undergraduates studying in the U.S., as well as
Ethnic In-Service Training.
As we come together to receive Holy Communion along with Christians around the world, we recognize our unity
and shared commitment to building God’s kingdom on earth. Together, we help raise up new leaders around the
world, equipping them to be agents of change. Please give generously.

Big Beaver United Methodist Church Men’s Group
is recognized by The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army recognized the Big Beaver UMC Men’s Group by
presenting them with the “Salvation Army Bell Ringer Award” on Sunday, August 8, 2021.
Patricia Sliter, Donor Relations Director of the Salvation Army, along
with presenters William A. and Nancy L. Roberts presided over the ceremony during Big Beaver UMC’s Sunday worship service. Clayton Osburn received the award of merit on behalf of the Men’s group.
The Big Beaver UM Men have been bell ringing for the Salvation Army since the 1980’s—more than
four decades! BBUMC is scheduled the first Saturday of December each year and ring at two local
Kroger Stores for a 10-hour shift. BBUM men raise more than $2,000 each Christmas season for The
Salvation Army.
Congratulations to Clayton (Oz) Osburn, Mike Emmons, Jim Cormier and all of the past and present
bell ringers at BBUMC!

A Note of Thanks…
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for sending me birthday greetings.
I received over 30 cards!
Thank you for your thoughts and prayers this past year.
I am doing well and enjoy hearing from everyone. I miss you all.
In God’s Love,
Ginny Killing

ANNIVERSARIES
Sept. 2
Sept. 6
Sept. 16

BIRTHDAY’S

David & Carole Miller
Bob & Sue Patterson
Dallas & Teri Gamache
Glenn & Maria Momeyer
Greg & Dori Scott
Joe & Becky Lorenz
Barb & Gene LeGrand

Sept. 18
Sept. 21

Thank you to the BBUM Men
and members who support the
Chicken Barbecue for helping
me be able to go to Bayshore
Basketball Camp. I enjoyed
making new friends, playing basketball and tabernacle during the
week. I am looking forward to being able to do it
again in the future.
Annalise Lorenz

Sept. 2
Sept. 6
Sept. 7
Sept. 9
Sept. 10
Sept. 11
Sept. 12
Sept. 13
Sept. 17
Sept. 20
Sept. 22
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Sept. 26
Sept. 27
Sept. 28
Sept. 29

Ron Chick, Steve Gordon
Dwayne Williams
Shirley Lamphere
Rich Verhelle
Dawn Stewart
Linda Burgess, Abigail Voss
Erin Voss
Ruth Roeder
Evelyn Wietecha
Connie Dillon, Dick Hildebrandt
Andrew Momeyer
Lee Morrell
Kelly Streetman
Linda Bekes, Jerry Whitefoot
Laurie Huber
Ron Dritlein
Autumn Peck

American Red Cross Blood
Drive a Success!
Thanks to all who came out and donated blood for the Red Cross Blood
Drive at BBUMC. We had 30 donors
and collect 29 units of blood! Thank
you for supporting this vital drive.

ANNUAL CHURCH
CONFERENCE VIA ZOOM

CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE…

This year’s Church Conference is scheduled for

There are two plots at White Chapel Cemetery,
located in the Garden of Prophets section (past the
office in the raised stone area) available for sale.
If interested, please contact Ken Henry at:
419-506-0737

Monday, October 25th @ 7:00pm
Reports are due by Oct. 4th

Notable Information
Deadline for submission of articles for the September Banner is September 10th.
The weekly deadline for articles for the bulletin and announcement slides is Tuesday at 12:00pm.
The church office hours are 9:00am – 3:00pm Monday through Thursday, Fridays from 9:00am—1:00pm
If you are in need of pastoral care during non-office hours Pastor Gregg’s cell phone number is 989-545-2582.
The most current church calendar can be viewed on the church web site, www.bbumchurch.org. Click on calendar,
current month calendar, click here to open current calendar. Look through the months by clicking on the arrows on
the right or left of the month in the center of the calendar.
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