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Giving something up for Lent is a long-standing tradition.  Its original purpose was to 
help us identify with Jesus, who gave up so much for us.  In many cases, it has de-
volved to become little more than a six-week diet or exercise program of giving up 
chocolate, soda pop or sweets and/or resolving to re-initiate a work-out routine.  
While that is likely to benefit our physical health, it is less likely to impact our spiritual 
well-being or help us identify more closely with Jesus. 

“Taking up” something for Lent is another alternative—especially if what we take up 
will involve selflessly dedicating our time/energy/resources to benefitting others.  This 
year our Church Family is being invited and encouraged to “take up” something for 
Lent.  We are highlighting three potential opportunities for selfless giving that will 
benefit others:  A Lenten Challenge, the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) special offering and our annual Easter Offering. 

1) Lenten Challenge 

 A number of Middle School students are in need of clothing that fits properly 
and is seasonally appropriate.  In response to this need, we have been 
asked to provide “scholarships” (in the form of gift cards to Walmart, Meijer 
or Target) so that each child will have $50 to spend on clothes (guided by a 
teacher or school counselor). 

Our Lenten Challenge is to raise enough to provide a minimum of 15 scholar
 ships ($750). 

 2) UMCOR Special Offering 

 March 14
th
 is one of the Special Giving Sundays in the United Methodist 

Church.  UMCOR is a United Methodist relief organization that is often 
one of the first to respond, in the wake of a natural disaster.  100% of the 
money donated to any given project goes directly to that project.   

 What makes that possible is the UMCOR Special Offering, which is used 
to cover the salaries and overhead expenses of running the organization.  
Our participation in this special offering is vital to the ongoing work of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

 3) Our Annual Easter Offering 

 Traditionally our Big Beaver Church has sponsored three special offerings 
each year (The Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas Offerings).  Our con-
gregation receives a letter from the pastor outlining three or four recipi-
ents for each of these offerings.  The recipients are selected by our Mis-
sion/Church & Society Committee and intentionally benefit local minis-
tries, conference or area ministries and global ministries.  The recipients 
of the 2021 Easter Offering have yet to be selected, but you will be re-
ceiving a letter with further details later in Lent. 

Letting you know about these giving opportunities now, near the beginning of Lent,  
will hopefully allow you time to prayerfully consider your level of support for one or  
more of these worthy causes.  What might you be willing to give up in order to “take 
up” helping others through these ministries? 
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Holy Land Presentation 

Join us on Wednesday, March 10 at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary or livestreamed on the 
BBUMC YouTube channel as we travel to the Holy Land.  Jim and Nancy Cormier will share 
their experiences and photos of their trip to the Holy Land.  This presentation is a part of 
the Lenten series “Places of Passion.”  Let’s follow in the footsteps of Jesus as we remem-
ber the steps He took to open heaven for us. 

Personal Care Items Needed 

We are continuing to collect personal care items for a Troy middle school.  The following items are 
needed and may be dropped off in the bin in the vestibule: toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, 
deodorant (male and female), face wash (can be face wipes, face bars, scrubs, etc.), body soap/bars 
of soap, shampoo, conditioner, laundry pods, dryer sheets, feminine hygiene products (pads).  
These items can be sample size, travel size, from hotels, regular size, anything!  If you buy bulk, they 
will be separated.   
If you leave items in the bin outside the main doors, please label them “MS personal care items.” 
This will be an ongoing collection of items which will be delivered to the middle school on a monthly 
basis.   
Thank you for your support! 

There will be NO Children’s Sunday school 
on March 28 and April 4. 

Nursery will be available both Sundays. 

 



Opportunities to Share During This Lenten Season 

 
As we move through this Lenten season of reflection and preparation in advance of the glory and celebrations 
of Easter, we invite our BBUMC family to rally round several opportunities to make a difference in the lives 
of others.  Perhaps this year you are not incurring some of your normal expenses due to the pandemic, or you 
are “giving up” something for Lent that will result in some savings.  We ask you to consider sharing your sav-
ings and your blessings through one or more of these giving opportunities: A Lenten Challenge, UMCOR, 
Easter Offering.  Thank you for living the word and work of Jesus Christ through your compassionate ac-
tions!   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During Lent, some people choose to “give up something” as an act of penance in preparation for Easter.  This 
year, we are asking you to “do something” during the Lenten season.  Are you willing to accept our challenge 
to help our young neighbors?   

 

By Sunday, March 21, we hope to raise $750 to sponsor 15 local middle school youth who are in need of 1-2 
outfits of clothing.  We are asking you to consider donating either Meijer, Target, or Walmart gift cards, cash 
or checks to provide $50 scholarships for these students to purchase clothing.  If writing a check, please make 
it out to “BBUMC” with “Lenten Challenge” on the memo line.  Contributions of any amount are greatly ap-
preciated so that we are able to achieve this goal.  You may send or deliver your contribution to the church 
office or drop it in the offering box.  If you have any questions, please contact Brenda Balas at 
pmbalas@sbcglobal.net or 313-819-8472.   Thank you for showing your love for Christ by caring for our 
brothers and sisters during this Lenten season. 

 

Welcome our new Library Team! 
Betty Bernard, our wonderful librarian for the past 25 years, retired at the end of 2020.  Betty 
has left some big shoes to fill and thankfully we have a team that are willing to continue her 
work.   
Please welcome Melodie Conley, Mindy Sporer, Jean Cummings and Becky Lorenz.  Together 
they will be creating an electronic inventory of books, updating our current books and contin-
uing to make the library a special place for all the members of our congregation.   
If you have suggestions or book requests for the adult library, please speak to Mel or Mindy.  
For the young adult or children’s libraries, please speak to Becky. 
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BIRTHDAY’S 

ANNIVERSARIES  

March 2  Dori Scott, Amanda Worgess 
March 4  Rebecca Bussa 
March 6  Hannah Streetman 
March 7  Louise Davis 
March 8  Pam Tollafield 
March 9  Nancy Burke, Sue Patterson 
March 12 John McMullin 
March 13 Keith Kohring 
March 14 Irv Jones, Karan Wiklanski 
March 15 Oliver Williams 
March 20 Brenda Balas 
March 24 Dan Pace 
March 25 Sarah Bussa 
March 26 Alicia Bianchi 
March 27 Mitchell Huber 
March 28 Randy Streetman 
March 31 Lynda Meadows  

Ron & Kathy Kerry    March 26 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Going through a tough time--emotionally or spirit-
ually?  Struggling with a crisis in life?  Or simply 
feeling down?  A Stephen Minister would be will-
ing to meet with you to listen and encourage 
you.  It's confidential, free, and very help-
ful.  Meetings can be held in person (social dis-
tancing protocol in place) or by phone. 
Contact Pastor Gregg (989-545-2582)  
or Dianne Osburn (248-709-6075) for further de-
tails. 
 

 

UMCOR envelopes will be available in the Narthex 
or in the bin outside the main church doors.  Thank 
you for supporting this vital ministry. 


